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^"“I^HE  following  Pages  were  really 
-8“  the  Subfiance  of  a  private  Letter, 
very  lately  font  by  a  Gentleman  in 
Town  to  his  Friend  in  the  North  ^  and 
by  that  F riend  have  been  tranfmitted  to 
the  Prefs,  without  the  leaft  Alterations, 
except  the  Addition  of  a  few  Stops,  and 
an  Omiffion  of  the  Writer’s  Name. 
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A  SHORT 


HISTORY 


OF  THE 


Prefent  Miniftry 


In  a  letter,  &c. 


My  dear  Friend, 

O  tJ  have  long  dcfired,  and 

Ml*  •  EL/l 

^1  Will  give  you,  m  the  belt 
manner  I  can,  a  fhorc 
History  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
Pr  ESENT  M  iNisTERs,  Respecting 


B 


the 
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the  American  Stamp-act.  As 
to  the  ftyle,  I  fhall  not  take  much 
pains ;  but  as  to  the  faEis,  you 
may  depend  upon  them. 

It  is  now  about  two  years  ago, 
iince  the  Houfe  of  Commons  came 
to  a  refolution,,  with  regard  to  the 
right  of  laying  taxes  in  America. 
Every  body  then  knew,  and  the 
Minifter  of  that  time  made  no  fe- 
cret  of  declaring  it,  that  that  refo¬ 
lution  was  the  forerunner  of  a  tax. 
The  gentlemen  abovementioned, 
were  then  in  oppoEtion.  They 
were  hanging  out  the  ftandard  of 
Patriotifm,  and  ajfeSiing  to  fight 
under  it.  Yet  they  did  not  oppofe 
this  refolution ;  momentous  as  it 
manireftly  appeared  to  be,  in  lay¬ 
ing  not  only  the,  foundation  of  the 

Stamp 


Is] 

Stamp  1  ax  (which  was  known  to  be 
then  in  agitation)  but  of  anj,  and  of 
every  other  Tax  which  might  follow, 
and  involving,  as  it  certainly  did, 
“  concerns  of  the  moft  extreme 
‘‘  magnitude,”  and  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  both  Great-Britain 
and  America.  It  feemed  to  all,  to 
be  a  clear  thing;  for  the  whole 
were  unanimous.  Jt  was  not  un¬ 
til  the  following  feffion,  that  the 
Bill  for  levying  a  Stamp  Duty  was 
brought  in.  So  that  there  was 
fufficient  time  given  to  thefe  fup- 
pofed  Patriots,  for  colledling  all 
the  arguments  and  fentiments,  of 
all  the  interefted,  and  wifeft  per- 
fons,  on  both  hdes  the  Atalantic. 
But  they  negleded  making  any  ufe 
of  this  great  opportunity  j  though, 
if  they  had  really  wifhed  to  ferve 

B  2  America, 
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America,  as  they  now  falfely  pre¬ 
tend,  they  certainly  would  not. 
And  this  much,  at  lead,  mud,  or 
ought,  to  be  faid  in  behalf  of  the 

O  ^ 

late  Minidry,  whom  I  by  no  means 
intend  to  vindicate  in  this  meafure, 
that  very  few  Ads  have  at  any 
time  been  pafled  with  fuch  unujual 
deliberation.  Of  courfe  then,  with 
the  greater  contempt  ought  we  to 
look  upon  a  fet  of  men,  who  are 
now  making  a  parade  of  pouring 
forth  their  mock-sentiments,  and 
arraigning  the  propriety  of  a  mea¬ 
fure,  which  they  had  not  fpirit  to 
oppofe,  in  the  proper  feafon  ;  not- 
withdanding  the  mod  reafonable 
allowance  of  time,  for  awakening 
their  courage,  if  they  ever  had 
any and  for  obtaining  intelligence 

and  digeding  ideas.  But  the  truth 

is. 
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is,  the  greateft  part  of  them  were 
of  the  Minifter’s  opinion,  and  have 
fince  changed  their  fentiments  for 
the  promotion  of  their  interefts: 

Very  little  oppofition  therefore 
was  made  to  the  Bill:  very  few 
things  were  faid,  and  there  was  no 
divifion.  This  was  in  one  place. 
In  another,  fo  ftrong  was  the  una¬ 
nimity,  that  there  was  not  even  a 
fingle  fyllable  uttered  againft  it.  It 

is  true,  fome  of  the  old  leaven,  who 
call  themfelves  Whigs,  but  who  are 

in  fad  fo  corrupt  and  daftardly, 

that  they  are  the  abufers  of  any 

name,  but  that  of  thnc-JsfVCT^s, 

did  affed  to  fuggeft  to  a  certain 

noble  Lord,  fomething  like  2.  feint 

of  oppofition  to  the  Bill.  But  this 

noble  Lord,  who  was  fingle  in  the 

fup- 
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fupport  of  public  Liberty,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  when  none 
other  of  the  party  had  virtue  to 
appear  ;  whofe  intrepidity  on  that 
occafion  was  fuch,  that  his  real 
friends  began  to  tremble  fot '  his 
fafety  ;  who  was  like  wife  lingle  in 
fuftaining  with  his  purfe  the  whole 
weight  of  that  public  caufe  ;  and 
who  prefer ved,  as  far,  and  as  long, 
as  ONE  MAN  could,  unanimity  in  fuch 
a  contaminated  fet :  from  whofe  po¬ 
pularity  of  charadler,  dehnterefted 
condudl,  and  high  efteem  with  the 
Public,  they  borrowed  that  Jhadow 
of  Patriotifm,  which  they  now  fo 
aukwardly  affedl  to  wear,  after 
having  parted  with  all  pretenlions 
to  fobflanee^  by  the  moft  atro¬ 
cious  and  moft  abandoned  ads  of 
intended  and  attempted  treache¬ 
ry  ; 


( 
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RY  ;  which  being  now  known,  will 
mark  them  with  infamy  to  their 
graves.  I  fay,  this  noble  Lord, 
not  having  forgot  the  fcandaloiis 
leagues  they  bad  entered  into  with 
a  certain  prerogative  lawyer,  hnce 
dead,  to  betray  the  caufe ;  and 
knowing  their  dehres  to  ex¬ 
tend  no  further  than  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office*;  and  not  doubting 

the 


^  In  this  place,  I  mud  beg  leave  to  make  a 
little  digreflion,  and  offer  to  yourconfideration, 
a  few  Queries  ;  which,  I  believe,  the  prefent 
Minifters  can  folve  without  any  difficulty. 

Who,  immediately,  upon  the  mod  flagrant 
and  wanton  violations  of  the  facred  liberties 
of  Englifhmen,  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
eagerly  paid  their  compliments  to  a  certain 
great  Perfon  *,  hoping  to  get  good  Places  by  a 
fcandalous  defertion  of  their  friends,  and  the 
Public,  with  whom  they  then  palTed  for  Pa¬ 
triots,  and  by  an  offered  Sacrifice  (for  fuch  De¬ 
fertion  at  that  critical  hour  was  nothing  lefs) 
of  the  man  who  had  differed  in  their  fcrvice, 

and 
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the  right  of  Parliament,  nor  per¬ 
haps,  feeing  in  the  Bill  itfelf  fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  conteft ;  and  this 

laft 


and  who  was  then  combating  with  the  illegal 
and  ufurped  power  of  office  ? 

Who,  foon  after,  finding  this  offered 
treachery  infufficient  for  their  purpofes,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  league  with  a  certain  Prerogative 
Lawyer,  fince  dead,  to  uphold  and  defend, 
what  they  then  called  the  neccjffity  and  legality 
of  General  Warrants  ? 

Who  Jikewife,  and  for  the  fame  reafon, 
entered  into  a  league  with  the  fame  Preroga¬ 
tive  Lawyer,  to  vote  away  Privilege  in  the 
cafe  of  a  feditious  libel  ? 

Who  were  afterwards  compelled  to  renounce 
thefe,  if  poffible,  more  than  perfidious  and 
infamous  engagements,  by  the  ftrength  and 
popularity  of  the  caufe,  which  was  carried  on 
by  ocher  people  ;  particularly  by  one  noble 
Lord,  of  real  worth  and  unfullied  honour,  who 
publicly  ftepped  forward,  and  with  his  perfon, 
as  well  as  his  purfe,  which  was  always  open 
on  this  occafion,  bravely  and  generoufly  at¬ 
tacked  the  monfler  of  (late  tyranny,  which  for 
a  feries  of  years  had  fattened  on  the  rights  of 
Engliffimen,  under  the  leaders  of  the  prefenc 
Minihry  ;  and  for  doing  which,  he  was  de-- 
ferted  by  the  Party,  but  applauded  by  every 
true  Engliffiman  ? 

Did 
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lall  reafon  has  been  acknowledged 
by  the  beft  American  advocates, 
for,  fay  they,  “  Though  the  Stamp 
“  Duty  has  been  the  oftenfible 
**  caufe  of  the  late  riots,  yet  that  ' 
**  in  reality  is  but  a  Jtncill  pci?  t  of 
“  their  grievance:”  (vide  True 
Intereft,  and  feveral  other  late 
Pamphlets.)  Therefore  he  did  not 
chufe  to  oppofe,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  oppohtion :  and  the  others, 

Did  the  D.  of  N.  fign  the  proteft  upon  pri- 

liege  ;  and  if  not,  why  ? 

Who,  pretending  to  oppofe  the  influence 

of  the  Favourite,  becaufe  he  repeatedly  refuf- 
ed  to  accept  of  them,  did,  upon  the  fjrft  pro- 
fpeft  of  vacancies,  folicit  and  fupplicate,  in 
the  moft  prefling  and  abjeft  manner,  to  go 
into  any  offices^  upon  any  terms ^  with  Lord  N. 

'at  the  head  of  the  Treafury  ?  Mr 

If  there  be  any  who  have  been  guilty  ot 

thefe  real  and  -proffered  inflanccs  of  the  molt 
fcandalous  and  infamous  perfidy  ;  are  they 
fit  to  be  trufted,  in  any  bufinefs,  or  upon  any 
occafion  whatever  ?  Ought  they  not  rather  to 
be  abhorred  by  every  honefl:  man? 

C  who 
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who  had  but  barely  fuggefted  it, 
did  it  only  for  the  7iafney  not  for 
the  fervice  of  the  thing;  and  durft 
i\ot  feparately  hazard  their  own  in_ 
hgnificance  againfl;  a  meafure,  the 
rectitude  or  propriety  of  which 
they  did  not  attempt  to  dilprove, 

- - It  is  likewife  true,  that  there 

were  fome  petitions  againfl  it,  but 
they  going  rriore  againfl;  the  rights 
than  any  other  point,  were  not,  ' 

nor  indeed  could  not,  be  admit¬ 
ted.  ■ 


•  \ 

Now  all  this  was  long  before  the 
.  reconciliation  between  the  noble 
Lord  and  his  Brother ;  or  before 
that  event  was  even  thought  of. 
So  that  it  cannot  be  aflerted,  with¬ 
out  the  moft  manifefl;  violation  of 
truth,  that  the  noble  Lord  chans- 

O 

ed 
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ed  his  opinion  in  compliment  to 
his  relation,  or  the  temper  of  the 
times;  for  he  has  been  uniform¬ 
ly  THE  SAME  :  which  is  more  than 
can  be  faid  of  the  gentlemen  at  pre- 

fent  in  office. 

/ 

I 

It  is  a  fadl  which  they  cannot 
deny,  and  can  be  too  well  attefted 
for  them  to  attempt  to  refute,  that 
fo  eager  were  they  for  great  fala- 
ries,  they  made  no  helitation  of  de- 
ferting  their  friends,  and  did  not 
even  wait  to  make  any  flipulations 
whatever.  The  affairs  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  all  public  and  private  bu- 
finefs,  were  left  to  the  chapter  of 
accidents.  So  that  it  is  clear,  they 
went  into  offices  merely  for  the  e- 
moluments  of  them  ;  and  that  A- 
merica  with  them  never  was  ari 
object.  C  2  And 
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And  to  put  this  aiTertion  beyond 
all  doubt,  we  need  only  take  a 
fhort  review  of  their  fubfequent 
condudt  ;  and  we  ihall  find,  that  the 
fame  manifefl;  diffidence  and  un- 

e 

pardonable  negled,  which  governed 
them  when  in  pppofition,  to  have 
guided  them  when  in  office  ;  with 
this  difference  as  to  the  imtive  only, 
that  before  their  acceptance,  they 
thought  mildnefs  in  their  meafures, 
and  a  forbearance  to  hand  forward 
upon  any  public  ground,  or  in  fup- 
port  of  any  public  caufe,  the  bed: 
way  to  get  to  St.  James’s  :  and  havr 
|ng,  to  the  aftonilhmeht  of  man¬ 
kind,  by  deferring  tfieir  friends, 
and  turning  their  backs  upon  all 
thofe  who  had  ferved  them,  at 
length  arrived  there  ;  they  thought 
a  leryile'  compliance  with  every 

tern- 
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temporary  humour,  and  a  fcanda- 
lous  proftration  and  the  moft  fin- 
cere  oblations,  at  the  fhrine  of  the 
Favourite,  which  they  repeatedly 
olFered,  and  he  has  hitherto  re^. 
peatedly  refufed  to  accept ;  the  heft 
jneans  of  flaying  there. 

Accordingly  we  find,  that  al¬ 
though  it  was  under  their  admini- 
flration  that  the  firfl  advices  came 
from  America,  of  the  general  and 
violent  oppofition  to  the  Stamp 
AcSt;  and  although  the  adjuflment 
pf  this  bufinefs  was  of  the  highefl 
importance  to  both  Great- Britain 
and  America,  and  the  very  nature 
of  it  fo  confequential  and  prefiing, 
that  both  countries  might  be  ruin¬ 
ed  by  DELAY  :  yet  with  the  flrong- 

efl  and  fulleft  information  of  the 

be- 


[  ] 

I 

behaviour  of  the  Americans  before 
them  y  with  their  eyes  open,  as  to 
a  profpe6l  of  the  terrible  confe- 
quences  which  prefented  themfelves 
before  tliefe  unfeeling  Minifters; 
who  knowing,  or  might  have 
known,  if  they  ever  read  the  Stamp 
A(5l,  that  it  was  to  take  place  on 
the  firft  day  of  laft  November; 
and  that  a  fufpenflon  of  this  moft 
important  conlideration,  muft  in¬ 
evitably  occafion  an  almofl:  total 
ftagnation  of  trade :  I  fay,  notwith- 
ftanding  ail  thefe  great  and  forcible 
reafons  for  calling  the  Parliament ; 
yet  did  they  put  off  the  meeting  of 
that  Affembly  for  bufinefs,  until  the 
middle  of  January.  And  it  was 
not  until  above  feven  weeks  after, 
that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Adf 
was  even  believed  to  be  certain. 

The 
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The  timidity  with  which  they 
were  feized,  owing  to  a  continual 
dread  of  loJflng  their  places ;  and 
the  fludluation  and  contrariety  of 
opinions  amongfl;  them,  owing  to 
the  heterogeneous  mixture  of  which 
they  are  compofed  ;  were  the  true 
caufes  of  that  moft  injurious  and 
moft  unpardonable  delay  ;  for  it 
is  a  fad  well  known,  that  fome- 
times  they  were  for  enforcing  the 
Ad,  (and  by  poftponing  the  con- 
hderation  of  it,  they  undoubtedly 
meant  that’ it  fhould  enforce  itfelf) 
fometimes  they  were  for  fufpending 
it,  at  other  times  for  repealing  it. 
and  never  unanimous  in  any  thing  ; 
until  the  Great  Commoner  fandifi- 
ed  the  revolt  of  America,  and  hav¬ 
ing  by  a  dodrine,  which  they  had 
not  fpirit  to  either  adopt  or  oppofe, 

and 


\ 
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atid  by  which  they  were  ftruck 
with  difiiiay  and  confufion,  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  total  reparation  be¬ 
tween  Great-Britain  and  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  in  them,  of  an  abfoliite 
independence  of  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  ;  he  at  length  fixed  them  in 
the  adl  of  repeal. 

The  fufpence  and  imbecility  oa 
this  fide  the  water,  encouraged  the 
ferment  on  the  other  :  hence  arofe 
thofe  conditions  to  the  Britilh  mer¬ 
chants  and  traders,  of  not  fending 
any  goods,  unhfs  the  Stamp  AEi 
was  repealed.  And  hence  thofe 
many  inflammatory  publications, 
which  our  delay  furnilhed  fuch 
an  opportunity  for  writing  and 
propagating  throughout  the  Colo¬ 
nies:  likewife  that  general  union  of 

the 


the .  Colonies ;  and  above  all,  that 
repeated  denial  of  right,  which 
nothing  can  now  erafe,  and  which 
has  for  ever  wounded  the  Majefty 
of  England,  and  planted  thorns 
under  the  pillow  of  our  Sovereign; 


Whether  the  Stamp  Ad  was  ori¬ 
ginally,  or  whether  the  repeal  of  it 
now,  be  meafures  either  prudent  or 
conliftent,  I  vyill  not  fay  any  thing, 
becaufe  greater  authority  will  foon 
determine  both.  But  I  hope  eve¬ 
ry  body  who  knows  the  few  fads 
I  have  here  thrown  together,  or  to 
whom  you  may  think  proper  to 
read  this  paper,  will  readily  agree 
with  me,  in  thinking  and  faying, 
that  the  didreffes  of  Great-Britain 
and  America,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
the  Stamp  Ad,  have  not  only  been 

D  'W’holly 
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wholly  occafioned^  but  moft  wanton¬ 
ly^  cruelly  and  unnecejjarily  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  timidity,  incapacity 
and  negled  of  the  prefent  admini- 
firation.  Had  they  called  the  Par¬ 
liament  at  the  proper  time,  none 
of  the  late  difturbances  would  have 
happened ;  nor  that  train  of  evil 
confeqiiences  have  followed,  which 
their  delay  feems  to  have  been 
contrived  to  promote. 

As  this  crime  was  committed  by 
dejign,  fo  the  perfons  guilty  of  it, 
are  deferving  the  mofi:  bitter  abhor¬ 
rence  of  all  true  friends  of  their 
country  :  and  if  ever  any  minifteri- 
al  condud  deferved  an  exemplary 
cenfure,  this  moft  certainly  docs ; 
by  a  difcharge  of  them  from  thole 
offices,  the  great  duties  of  which 

they 
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they  have  fo  flagrantly  abufed,  and  ' 
a  ftigma  of  their  incapacity  for 
ever  holding  them  again.’ 


I  am, 


My  dear  Friend,  &c.  &c. 


finis. 


In  a  feu/  Days  will  ie  puhltjhedj  Price  lox. 

fevvedj  dr  12s.  bound. 

The  Proceedings  and  Debates  of  the  Britifih 
Houfe  of  Commons^  during  the  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  Seffions  of  the  third  Par¬ 
liament  of  his  late  Majefty  •,  held  in  the 
Years  1743,  1744,  i745>  ^746. 

To  the  Public. 

In  the  Debates  of  this  Period,  are  many 
important  Motions  arifing  from  a  Variety 
of  interefting  Events,  both  Domeftic  and 
f'oreign.  Several  material  Changes  in  the 
Adminiftration,  were  the  Confequence  of 
thofe  Debates.  As  the  Attention  of  Par¬ 
liament  was  occafionally  employed  upon  a 
long  and  expenfive  War  with  both  France 
and  Spain,  and  the  Suppreffion  of  an  un¬ 
natural  and  intefline  Rebellion  ;  a  Mo¬ 
ment’s  Refleftion,  will  fliew  this  to  have 
been  one  of  the  moil  important  Periods  in 
our  Hiftory.  It  is  therefore  to  be  regretted, 
that  thefe  Debates  have  not  been  collated 
and  digefted  before,  and  that  fo  neceflary  a 
Work  has  been  fo  long  neglefted  *,  a  Work 
fo  eflentially  ufeful  to  every  Member  of 
Parliament,  and  every  Lover  of  Conftitu- 
tional  Hiftory.  Thefe  Debates,  which  are 
principally  compiled  from  authentic  Notes 
taken  in  the  Houfe,  are  arranged  partly 
upon  the  fame  Plan  w  ith  Chandler’s  Col- 

leftion,  which  is  brought  down  to  the  Year 

1742; 
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1742  ;  but-  with  fuch  Improvements  from 
the^  Journals,  and  other  authentic  Papers, 
as  it  is  prefumed,  will  render  them  worthy 
the  Notice  of  every  Britifli  Legiflator, 

Printed  for  J.  Almon,  oppofite  Burlington- 

Houfe  in  Piccadily. 

Of  whom  may  he  had^ 

I.  A  colleftion  of  the  mod  intereftino^  Trafts  ^ 
-on  the  Subjefts  of  Taxing  the  American  Co¬ 
lonies  and  regulating  their  trade.  In  two 
Volumes.  Price  bound  14s. 

^  =1^  Thele  Tradls  having  been  efleemed  by 
the  Public,  fuperior  to  the  many  others  on  the 
ame  Subjects,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to 
colledl  them  into  Volumes ;  in  order  that  they 
may  be  more  conveniently  preferved  for  the 
Ufe  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  either  now  are  or 
may  hereaf:er  become  interefted  in  thcfe  im¬ 
portant  Affairs. ' 

II-  A  Colledlion  of  the  moft  interefling  po¬ 
litical  Letters,  which  appeared  in  the  public 
Papers,  from  the  Autumn  Negociation  in 

^7^3?  ^be  Change  of  Adminiflration  in 
1765*  Price  2s.  6d.  bound. 

Lord  Somers  fays,  That  the  Bent 
and  Genius  of  the  Age  is  beft  known  in  a 
free  Country,  by  the  Pamphlets  and  Papers 
that  daily  come  out,  as  the  Senfe  of  Parties, 
and  fometimes  the  Voice  of  the  Nation.’* 
Vide  his  Tradts. 

III.  The 
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ill.  The  Principles  of  the  late  Changes 
impartially  Examined.  >  By  a  Son  of  Candor. 
Third  Edition.  Price  is.  6d. 

IV.  A  Letter  concerning  Libels  and  War¬ 
rants,  &c.  By  the  Father  of  Candor.  Fifth 
Edition.  Price  is.  6d. 

V.  A  Letter  from  Candor,  to  the  Public 
Advertifer.  Second  Edition.  Price  is. 

VI.  Lord  Somers’s  Security  of  Englifli- 
men’s  Lives  ;  or.  The  Duty,  Truft,  and 
Power  of  the  Grand  Juries  of  England. 

Price  IS.  6d. 

VII.  The  Double  Mistake  ;  a  new  Co-  ■ 
medy  *,  as  it  is  performed  at  the  Theatre- 
Royal,  in  Covent-Garden.  Price  is.  6d. 

VIII  The  Royal  Kalendar  ;  containing 
new  and  very  correft  Lifts  of  all  the  public 
Offices,  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

Price  only  6d. - The  fame  in  an  Annual 

Pocket-Book.  Price  is.  6d. 

IX.  The  State  of  the  Nation  -,  with  regard 
to  its  Income,  Expenditure,  and  unfunded 
Debt.  Fifth  Edition.  Price  is. 

X.  The  BUDGET.  Eleventh  Edition. 
Price  IS. 

XL  The  Right  of  Appeal  to  JuRiES  'm 
Caufes  of  Excife  aflcrted.  Second  Edition, 

Price  IS. 

yil  An  Account  of  the  late  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Bilson  Legge.  With  Original 
PapePwS,  Price  is. 


,rv 


T  H  E 


N  D  U  C  T 

O  F  T  H  E 

_  r 

Late  Adminiftration 

examined. 

Relative  to  the  Stamp- 


WITH 

\ 

An  appendix, 

CONTAINING 

Original  and  Authentic  Documents. 
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gentiarn  Senatus^  vel  etia?n  hjiirias  Clvlwn  ferre  popt  : 

710H potcj} .  JFraKtuai  niillu?n  efi^  AudloTitas 
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THE 


CONDUCT 


OF  THE 


.  •  ' 

Late  Adminiftration, 


H  E  reader  will  fee  in  the 
motto  prefixed  to  this  tradt, 
the  reafons  for  undertaking 
it :  the  ftate  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  '  is  fuch,  whether  we  conlidcr 
the  debt,  the  fadtions,  and  the  vena¬ 
lity  of  the  kingdom  j  or  the  little  prof- 
pedt  there  is  of  finding  another  nnnijicr 
who  will  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  two  lat¬ 
ter,  for  the  fake  of  alleviating  the  for^ 
mer  j  that  it  can  no  longer  fupport  our 

B  vices} 
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Vices  ;  though  it  has  fiill  perhaps 
firength  fuiiicient  to  bear  an  application 
of  tne  proper  remedies.  But  thefe  re¬ 
medies  cannot  be  hoped  for  hill  our 
former  condudl,  the  motives,  and  the 
eifeil'S  of  it  are  generally  underftood. 
A  perfuafion  that  if  thefe  were  fairly 
laid  before  the  public,  our  opinions,  and 
confequently  our  meafures  would  be 
altered ;  and  that  it  is  not  even  yet  too 
late  to  retrieve,  in  fomie  degree,  the 
Ioffes  which  the  ftate  has  fuftained  while 
her  interefis  have  been  neo'lefted  and 

o 

facriliced,  was  the  motive  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  publication:  a  motive  which, 
if  it  does  not  give  fuccefs  to  the  defien, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  carry  with  it  an  ex- 
cufe  for  the  attempt.  For  although 
perfonai  altercations  and  private  feuds 
have  degraded  the  tribunal  of  the  public y 
the  attention  of  which  they  have  fo  long 
cngroiied ;  yet  the  queftions  which  are 
peciuiarly  proper  for  its  cognizance,  are 
thole  which  concern  the  honor y  the 
^jjcalth  or  the Jlifety  of  the  community  ; 

and 


[  7  ] 

and  efpccially  thofe  plans  of forcigji  and 
domtiJlic  policy^  which  are  purfued  by 
thofe  to  whom  the  interefls  of  the  fiiatc 
are  entruiled  :  no  introduction  therefore 
or  apology  is  neceffary  to  a  tradt,  which 
propofes  to  enquire  into  the  merit  of 
thofe  meafures  which  h  a  e  lately  been 
adopted  by  the  late  inhiyiryj  with  regard 
to  points  of  the  greatell  iinportance  to 
the  empire,  commerce  and  fecurity  of 
Great  Britain. 

It  were  ever  to  be  widied  that  enqui¬ 
ries  of  this  fort  could  be  made  without 
defcending  to  perfonal  accufations  ;  for 
the  fubjeCls  are  mucli  ledened  wlicn  the 
reputations  of  particular  men,  tb.e  nraiie 
or  cenfure  of  fome  miniftcr^  becomes  a 
conliderable  part  of  them.  But  on  this 


occafion,  it  is  feared  that  tliis  referve  is 
impoffible  ;  when  we  judge  of  the  me¬ 
rits  of  meafures,  we  ncccifarily  judge 
of  thofe  by  whom  they  were  planned 
and  executed.  if,  however,  in  tlie 
courfe  of  the  enquiry  blame  Ihail  be 
thrown  on  particular  pcrlons,  tlie  writer 
can  truly  fay,  that  this  was  not  in  his 

B  a  firll 


15 


•I 

•( 


L  s  ] 

firfl  intention,  and  that  it  is  only  the 
neceffary  refult  of  the  fuhjed;  he  treats  ; 
a  fubjedt  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
he  has  not  fuifered  the  didike  which  he 
feels  in  common  with  almoft  all  man¬ 
kind  to  perfonal  cenfure,  to  Itifle  that 
information  which  the  public  has  a  right 
to  receive  upon  a  point  which  goes  up 
to  the  very  firft  principles  of  our  confti- 
tution,  and  involves  in  it  queftions  up¬ 
on  which  the  exiftence  of  all  govern - 
■  ment  depends.  The  reader  eafily  fees 
that  the  fubjedt  I  rnean  is  the  Jlamp  adl. 
This  is  the  meafure  of  the  greatell  im¬ 
portance,  both  in  itfelf  apd  in  its  con- 
fequences  •,  referring  therefore  the  other 
plans  of  the  year  to  forne  future  hour, 
it  is  propofed  at  prefent  to  examine  the- 
'  conduB  of  the  minifry,  with  regard  to 
this  aB,  from  the  the  time  at  which 
they  came  into  office,  to  that  at  which 
it  was  repealed. 

If  this  is  done  without  partiality,  the 
perfons  whofe  condudl  is  examined  will 
have  no  reafon  to  complain ;  they  efpe- 
cially  will  have  no  reafon  to  complain 

•  ■  of 
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¥ 

of  being  called  to  a  public  trial,  who 
are  perpetually  alluring  us  that  their  de¬ 
light,  their  merit,  and  their  fupport  is, 
that  they  polTefs  entirely  the  lavour  of 
the  public.  To  difp  rove  the  truth  of 
this  alTertion,  nec  enitn  (to  ufe  the  word« 
of- Cicero)  populum  romcinum  ejje  tllutn 
piito,  qut  conjiat  ex  iis  qui  mercede  condii- 
cuntur,  qui  impelluntur  ut  vim  ojferant 
magifiratibus,  ut  ohjideant Jenutum ;  and 
to  ihew  by  what  arts  they  gained,  for  a 
lliort  time,  the  appearance  of  popula¬ 
rity,  would  be  eafy  j  but  it  is  of  little 
confequence  in  itfelf,  and  foreign  to 
the  prefent  fubjecflj  the  difculTion  of 
which  will  however  determine  (which 
is  a  quellion  of  more  importance)  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  deferved  it. 

To  decide  on  the  merits  of  their  con- 
dudt,  it  is  neceliary  that  the  jlate  oj  af- 
Jairs  Ihould  be  known  ;  that  the  intelh~ 
vence  received  from  America,  the  mode 

o 

and  the  degree  of  the  refijlciyice  there 
made,  the  wij]:)es  of  our  friends y  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  oppofersy  the  condudi  of  our 

oficersy  flioufd  be  Itated  \  cfpecially 

that 
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thn.t  the  tnJiyuSiions  fent  by  the  wmijlry 
in  confequence  of  the  informations  they 
had  received,  fhould  be  examined.  Up¬ 
on  thefe  grounds  this  enquiry  is  con¬ 
duced  ;  whenever  a  faC  is  aflerted,  the 
authorities  for  it  are  quoted  or  referred 
toj  authorities  fo  convincing;  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  doubt ;  they  confifl;  of  let¬ 
ters  y  minutes  of  councils y  infiruBionSy  ad- 
vtcesy  orderSy  tranfinitted  to  and  from 
Ameiica.  T’l^anjcrtpts  of  thefe  are  now 
in  the  poffeffion  of  fo  many  perfons,  and 
the  power  of  confulting  them  is  in  the 
reach  of  fo  many  more,  that  the  reader 
will  not  fulpedt  any  falfe  quotation  is 
attempted  in  circumidances  which  ren¬ 
der  the  detection  of  it  fp  very  eafy. 
Some  of  thefe  are  inferted  in  the  appen¬ 
dix  y  from  others  extracts  only  are  made, 
with  references  in  the  notes  to  the  let¬ 
ters  themfelves,  and  credit  is  taken  from 
the  exadtnefs  of  them  upon  the  fame 
ground  ;  as  well  as  for  thofe  in  which 
the  names  of  the  writers  are  omitted  : 
the  onlyreafon  of  this  omiffionis  to  avoid 
the  poffibility  of  informing  the  Ameri¬ 
cans 
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cans  (who,  it  is  feared,  do  not  want  this 
information)  by  what  channels  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  their  proceedings  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  us ;  for,  to  the  difgrace  of 
Great  Britain,  her  friends  and  advo¬ 
cates  in  one  of  her  provinces,  are  not  (it 
feems)  to  be  protected  or  avowed.  And 
furely  it  is  time  that  the  public  fhould 
receive  the  evidetice  which  has  hitherto 
been  induftrioufly  concealed  from  them, 
whilft  falfe,  though  pofitive  ad'ertions, 
and  unmeaning  declamation  have  been 
fublfituted  in  its  place  :  it  is  time,  that 
having  heard  with  eagernefs  and  even 
with  partiality  the  claims  of  America^ 
they  diould  hear  with  patience,  at  leaft 
whilft  I  plead,  the  caufe  of  Great  Bri~ 
tain  ;  that  they  fliould  read  with  im¬ 
partiality,  whilft  I  date  very  fhortly, 
(not  the  7nerits,  for  they  are  befide  the 
prefent  queftion,  but)  the  principles 
and  progrefs  of  the Jlafnp  adl :  an  acfl  to 
which  no  private  interefts,  no  party- 
views,  nothing  but  public  motives 
could  give  rife ;  and  the  intentions  of 
which,  however  thev  m'Vht  be  treated 

-  O 
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in  America,  deferve  the  approbation  of^ 
every  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain. 

The  firft  and  great  principle  of  all 
government,  and  of  all  fociety,  is,  that 
fupport  is  due  in  return  for  prote5lion  ^ 
that  every  fubjedt  Ihould  contribute  to 
the  common  defence,  in  which  his 
own  is  included.  Nam  neque^  quies  gen~ 
tium  fne  armis,  neque  arma fine fiipendiisi 
neque fiipendia fine  tributis  haberi  queunt. 
Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  4.  It  was  neceflary, 
and  it  was  juft,  to  recur  to  this  princi¬ 
ple  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war.  It  was 
found  necefi'ary  to  maintain  upwards  of 
1 0000  men  for  the  defence  of  our  colo¬ 
nies  i  an  expence  of  betw‘6en  3  and  400, 
000  1.  per  ann.  great  part  of  which  was 
entirely  new,  was,  on  that  account,  to 
be  incurred  ;  it  was  jufi  that  the  colo¬ 
nies  which  had  profited  fo  much  by 
the  war,  whofe  interefts,  commerce 
and  fecurity  had  been  the  firft  objedls  of 
the  peace ;  and  of  whofe  ability  to  bear 
at  leaft  fome  proportion  of  that  new 
expence  there  neither  was  nor  is  any 
reafon  to  doubt,  ftrould  contribute  (not 

to 
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to  fupport  or  to  defend  Great  Britain 

»  * 

but)  about  d  third  part  of  the  expence 
neceffary  for  their  own  defence  and  pro¬ 
tection. 

Upon  this  general  and  acknowledged 
principle,  and  upon  this  application  of 
it,  which  was  juft  in  itfelf,  and  which 
the  lituation  of  this  country  made  ne- 
ceftary,  and  which  it  might  have  been 
expected,  would  appear  neither  unrea- 
fonable  or  Unpleafing  to  an  Englifli  ear, 
the  Jiamp  a£i  was  planned),  Iii  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1764  the  propofi- 
fion  of  impofing,  by  a  duty  on  ftamps, 
a  tax  on  Astterica,  in  conformity  to 
uninterrupted  precedents' for  near  100 
years,  was  made,  arid  thrown  into  the 
form  of  rfolutioriSi  At  that  time  the 
merits  of  this  qucftion  were  opened  at 
large ;  thofe  who  have  lately  fo  loudly 
afi'crted  the  pri*vikges  and  exemptions  of 
America  were  then  publicly  called  upon 
to  deny,  if  they  thought  it  httingj  tire 
fight  of  the  legiflature  to  impofe  any 
tax  either  internal  or  external  upon  that 
country  :  and  not  a  iingle  perfon  vcn- 
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tured  to  controvert  that  right.  ’  A  year's 
delay  however  was  given,  that  any  in-- 
formation  might  be  received  from  Amc-- 
ricay  wi  th  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the 
particular  tax  propofed,  not  to  permit 
the  right  of  impofing  it  to  be'  contro¬ 
verted.  This  diftinftion  was  fully 
opened  at  that  time,  and  afterwards  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  agents  of  the  provinces. 
This  delay  was  however  abufed  by 
fome  of  the  Americans  5  and  when,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1765,  the 
plan  was  carried  into  execution  by  a  bilh 
feveral  petitions  from  America  which 
denied  their  right  of  nnpojing  taxes  on 
the  colonies^  wxre  prefented  to  the  par- 
liamenty  and  were  therefore  rejected 
without  a  divifon  ;  ?2o  one  perfon  having 
been  then  found,  in  either  houfe,  w^ho- 
would  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that 
America  Avas  not,  in  this  inflance,  fub- 
jedl  to  Great-Britain  ^  In  1766  the  act 

was 
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was  repealed;  but  even  then  the  admi- 
nijiratioriy  determined  as  they  were  on 

C  2  the 


to  this  matter  had  not  been  ruppreffed  at  that  time  ; 
as  this  was  publicly  faid,  the  public  is  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  fact,  which  was  this. 

On  the  iith  of  December,  1764,  the  board  of 
trade  reported  to  the  king,  that  tiie  afiemblies  of 
Maffachufet’s  bay  and  Nev/- York  had,  in  then'  rc- 
folutions  and  proceedings  (copies  of  which  they  tranf- 
mitted  with  the  report)  treated  the  adls  and  refolutions 
of  ike  legifature  of  Great-Britain  with  the  ?nof  indecent 
difrefpedf.  The  privy  council  advl fed  the  king,  to 
give  dir ediions  that  the  fame  he  laid  before  parliament^  at 
fuch  dmie  and  in  fuch  rnamner  as  his  li/LajcJly  fnouldhe 

pleafed  to  diredi  and  appoint. 

This  poftponed  the  laying  it  licfore  parliamrnt, 
as  it  was  meant  to  do  ;  but  it  deprived  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  no  information,  for  the  aifemblies  had  111- 
ftru^fed  their  agents  here  to  prepare  petitions  in  tne 
fame  words ;  and  particularly  Mr.  Mauduit,  tne 
agent  for  Maffachufet’s  bay,  was  dire<fleu  to  araw  lus 
principles  and  arguments  from  hlr.  Otis  s  book  of 
The  Rights  of  the  Colonies  (which  had  been  re¬ 
printed  here).  The  colonies  were  obeyed.  Peti¬ 
tions  were  prefented,  aiTerting  the  right  of  freedom 
from  taxes  impofed  by  CTcat-Biitain,  on  the  very 
grounds  of  the  refolutions  and  j'Jioccedings  wlucn 
the  board  of  trade  had  trail fmitted  to  the  king  •,  tncle 
were  reje6fed  by  parliament,  rtot  troin  igiiorance  ot 
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the  repeal,  and  though  they  were  to 
carry  their  point  chiefly  by  the  afllfl:- 
ance  of  that  gentleman  %  fpeechcs  who 
denied  the  right  of  England  to  tax  the 
colonies,  were  however  obliged,  be¬ 
fore  they  ventured  to  propofe  this  mea- 
fure  to  parliament,  to  prepare  the  way 
by  a  bill  ajferting  the  right  in  the  fullefl; 
and  ftrongefl:  terms. 

So 


their  contents,  but  bccaufe  their  contents  were 
known  ;  becaufe  they  denied  the  power  of  Great- 
Britain.  No  information  was  with -held  therefore 
by  thi§  delay,  the  caufe  of  which  was  tepdernefs  to 
the  colonics.  For  had  the  king  called  the  attention 
of  parliament  to  proceedings  in  which  their  adfs 
were  treated  with  the  mpft  indeed  difrefp^a ;  their 
own  dignity  muft  have  drawn  from  them  votes  of 
cenfure  and  feverity  towards  the  offenders :  and 
therefore  the  miniftry,,  who  were  taking  the  proper 
methods  to  form  and  enforce  the  adl,  which  would 
have  fufiiciently  repreffed  the  claims  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  effedfually  afferted  the  dignity  and  au^ 
thority  of  Great-Britain,  withheld  a  paper  which 
would  have  given  no  information  but  what  wms 
given  in  a  manner  lefs  calculated  to  irritate  mep^ 
minds. 
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So  that  however  the  public  may 
have  been  milled  by  the  authority  of 
ncitttcs  Quoted  on  ■  the  other  lide  of  the 
queftion,  it  can  be  doubted  of .  no 
longer;  the Jupretne  legiflature  has  af- 
ferted,  in  the  moll:  explicit  and  foiemn 
manner,  its  right  to  the  obedience  of 
its  American  fubjedis ;  and  therefore 
the  alTertions  of  particular  perfons,  op- 
pofed  to  this,  not  only  deferve  that  dis¬ 
regard  which  they  will  meet,  who  pro¬ 
pagate  opinions  contrary  to  the  common 
declared  fenfe,  and  detrimental  to  the 
interefts  of  their  country,  but  become 
alfo  highly  criminal ;  for  it  is  now  as 
criminal  to  alTert  the  exemption  of  Ame¬ 
rica from  taxes  impofed  by  parliament ,  as 
it  is  to  alTert,  that  parliament  had  no 
right  to  repeal  the  llamp  a£t. 

The  right  of  Great-Britain  being 
cftablilhed  and  univerfally  acknowledged 
(except  by  about  fix  or  feven  voices)  it 
is  certain,  that  whatever  the  private 
opinions  of  particular  men  might  be,  it 

v:as 
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was  the  duty  of  every  fubjed:  to  have 
fubmitted  to  this  law  while  it  fublifled; 
and  the  duty  of  thofe  to  whom  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  it  was  committed,  to  have 
enforced  it. 

The  next  flep  therefore  is  to  enquire 
whether  the  admimjiration  took  the 
meafures  proper  and  necelTary  to  pro¬ 
cure  due  obedience  to  a  law  in  which 
the  interefls  and  dignity  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  were  fo  deeply  concerned ;  or 
whether  they  are  guilty  of  having,  by 
negled  and  connivance,  encouraged  a 
reliftance  to  her  authority,  and  ihaked 
the  very  foundations  of  her  empire. 

To  judge  of  this,  it  is  neceflary  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  inftrudions  and  orders  iflued 
by  the  f— -— y  of  ft— e  for  the  fouthern 
department,  to  whom  this  important 
branch  of  our  dominions  is  officially 

entrufted. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  f - y  C - y 

are  of  three  dates ;  they  are  reprinted 

here. 
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here,  having  been  already  printed  in 
America.  The  firft  of  them  is  a  Jingle 
letter  to  governor  Fauquier,  dated  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  i765  \  On  the  24th  of 

Oftober,  1765,  the  f - y  wrote 

to  major  general  Gage  %  to  governor 
Bernard  and  a  circular  letter  to  the 
governors  of  the  colonies  'j  and  on  the 
I  cth  of  December,.  1765,  he  fent  let¬ 
ters  to  major  general  Gage  and  to 
lieutenant  governor  Golden  Of  this 
laft  an  extradl  only  is  given,  the  reft  is 
omitted,  as  it  contains  a  cenfure  on  a 
particular  perfon> 

•  The  reader  will  juftly  be  .  furprifed, 
that  on  a  fubjedl  fo  important,  at  a 
time  fo  critical,  no  more  diredions 
were  iffued  j  he  will  be  more  fo,  to 
find  that  the  letter  to  governor  Bernard, 
of  the  firft  date,  and  that  of  the  laft,  to 
general  Gage,  refer  to  thofe  of  the  24th 

of 

*>  See  Appendix,  No.  i.  ''Sec  Appendix,  No.  2. 
“  See  Appendix,  No.  3.  '  See  Appendix,  No.  4 

f  See  Appendix,  No.  5.  ^  See  Appendix,  No.  6. 
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ofOdlober,  1765,  for  inftrudions,  (the 
letter  to  governor  Colden  is  on  a  parti¬ 
cular  fubjedonly)  that  the  letter  of  the 
24th  of  0(5lober,  1 765,  though  addref- 
fed  to  fo  many  different  governorSy  pre- 
liding  over  people  fo  different  in  their 
form  of  government y  cbaraBer  and  con-^ 
du£ty  is  the  fame  to  each  j  and  indeed 
a  mere  fac  fmile  of  that  fent  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifi  forces  \ 
that  in  fadf:  only  one  infruSiion  was  iffued 
during  that  period,  and  that  from  all 
his  eff'ays  on  obediencey  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  extradt  any  thing  which  could 
give  real  diredions  or  affiflance  to  the 
governors,  whofe  condud  was  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  the  empire  of  North 
America  ffiould  be  retained  in  obe¬ 
dience,  or  thrown  into  an  indepen- 
dance  fatal  to  themfelves  and  dangerous 
to  Great-Britain. 

For  the  fake  of  perfpicuity  and  of 
juftice,  the  method  obferved  is  this, 
before  each  letter  is  confidered,  the  in¬ 
formation 


formation  which  the  writer  of  it  had 
then  received  is  ftated ;  for  it  is  only 
by  thus  placing  ourfelves  in  his  litua- 
tion,  that  we  can  form  an  impartial 
judgment  on  the  propriety  of  his  con- 
dudt.  After  coniidering  each  of  thefc 
difpatches,  there  is  thrown  together  the 
Intelligence  received  fubfequent  to  any 
orders  given  by  him,  but  previous  to 
the  repeal  of  the Jiamp  a£f. 

It  is  neceffary  to  begin  by  a  defcrip* 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  this  matter,  when 
the  f— Is  of  the  fouthern  department 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr-  C - y. 

As  foon  as  the  Jiamp  a£l  had  received 
x\\t  royal  ajfent,  which  was  on  the  aad- 
of  March y  1765,  the  adminiftration 
which  had  planned  it  began  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  moft  effedtually  carry 
it  into  execution :  and  though  fucli 
complaints  of  the  future  burden  had 
been  received  from  America,  as  arc  ever 
made  by  thofe  who  have  been  long  in-  , 
diligently  exempted  from  bearing  any  ; 

D  and 
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and  though  fome  of  that  country  .had 
proceeded  even  to  deny  the  r.ght  of 
Great -Hrit cun  to  iinpofe  tiiciia  ;  yet  the 
add  v/as  not  yet  palled  ;  and  to  impole 
and  to  fecure  the  collediion  of  the  tax 
would  be  fo  elfsdtual  a  vindication  of 
that  right,  that  in  lenity  to  ,the  colo¬ 
nics  any  feverer  aninaadvcriion  on  their 
condudl  was  fpared. 

had  given  a  jiirifdidlion  fov 
the  recovery  of  the  penalties,  incurred 
by  the  breach  of  it,  to  the  fame  courts 
of  admiralty  which  for  near  a  century 
had  poli'effed  that  jurifdidlion  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  laws  of  revenue  and  trade. 
1  his  claufe  it  had  in  common  with  thofe 
laws  which  had  formerly  palf-d  refpect- 
ing  fubjects  of  the-  Lke  nature  but 
(and  that  v/as  peculiar  to  this  act)  it 
provided  a  remedy  for  the  inconveniences 
and  abvJeSf  to  which  thofe  courts  might 
be  liable. 

While  cur  colonies  were  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  frnall  in  extent,  the  court  of 

admiralty 


[  23  ] 


admiralty  could  never  be  far  diftant 
from,  nor  its  officers  unknown  to  the 
clients  in  that  court ;  but  upon  the 
encreafe  of  them  to  their  prefent  great- 
nefs  of  territory  and  people,  it  had  been 
a  grievance  complained  of  by  the  per- 
fons  the  molt  loyally  difpofed  to  the 
government  of  England,  that  the  dif* 
tance  of  many  of  the  provinces  from  the 
feat  of  this  court,  with  the  difficulty 
of  obtainin.g  the  affidance  of  lawyers, 
fnuft  ■  often  operate  fo  as  to  bar  t’lc 
jufteft  claim ;  and  deprive  the  fubjects 
of  their  property,  by  difabling  them 
from  profecuting  their  right  to  it.  Ano¬ 
ther  material'  objection  arofe  from  the 
conftitution  of  this  court ;  in  which  the 
judge  was  paid  by  a  poundage  of  the 
money  arifing  from  'fuch  feizures  as 
were  condemned  :  this,  as  it  made  it 
his  intereft  rather  to  condemn  than  to 


acquit,  if  it  did  not  iiUlucnce  the  de- 
cifions  of  the  judge,  took  from  them 
however  that  air  of  impartiality  which 
can  alone  fecure  to  them  refpect. 


D  2 
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To  obviate  the  pofllbility  of  that 
fraud  and  oppreflion  to  which  thefe 
circumftances  might  give  rife,  a  claufc 
had  been  inferted  in  the  ftamp  act, 
giving  a  power  of  foa  ming  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  as  might 
place  the  decifion  of  his  property  more 
within  the  reach  of  every  fubject  in 
America ;  and  in  execution  of  this  de- 
fign,  thofe  who  were  then  commiffion- 
ers  of  the  treafury,  formed  and  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  privy  council  a  plan  for  ap¬ 
pointing  three  courts  of  vice  admiralty^ 
with  proper  diftricts,  and  with  ample 
and  honourable  fixed  falaries  to  the 
judges,  in  lieu  of  all  fees ;  that  fo  fitu-. 
ated,  and  fo  fupported,  applications 
to  them  might  be  lefs  expenfive  and  in¬ 
convenient,  and  their  decifions  lefsfuf- 
pected  \ 

The 

Even  this  provifion,  which  redfefled  a  real 
grievance,  which  had  been  feverely  felt  and  juftly 
complained  of,  was  rendered  ineffedlual  in  fpite  of 
all  reprefentations,  becaufe,  it  had  the  ill  fortune  to 
ftand  a  part  of  the  Jlamp  And  the  Americans, 

tlierefore 
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The  treafury,  after  confulting  the 
hoard  of  trade  and  the  agents  of  feveral 
of  the  coloniesy  next  applied  themfelves 
to  the  dividing  the  country,  in  which 
the  act  was  to  operate,  into  fuch  dif- 
tricts  as  might  be  moil  convenient  for 
the  receipt  of  the  revenue,  and  leaft 
troublefome  to  thofe  from  whom  it  was 
to  be  collected. 

After  receiving  and  confiderlng  the 
plans  of  the  ftamp  office,  who  were 
neceffarlly  to  be  employed  in  it,  for 
carrying  the  law  into  execution,  they 
formed  fuch  inftructions  as  might  be 
adequate  to  the  occafions  of  the  officers 
to  whom  the  execution  of  it  was  to  be 
entrufted. 

The  choice  of  thefe  officers  was  of 
great  importance ;  they  did  not  there¬ 
fore  proceed  to  this  haftily,  or  in  the 

com- 

therefore,  will  owe  the  grievances  which  they  fufFer 
from  the  prefent  fituation  and  conftitution  of  the 
€ourt  of  admiralty,  to  the  adininiftration  which  rc« 
pealed  tlie  flamp  adl. 
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common  track'  of  officia,  recommenda¬ 
tion  ;  they  waited  till  they  received 
from  die  moll  refpected  men  in  each 
colony,  applications  in  favour  of  perfons 
of  the  bell;  credit  in  it;  and  they  com¬ 
plied  with  thefe,  both  as  it  gave  the 
beft  fecurity  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
truft  to  be  committed  to  the  officers, 

and  as  it  might  much  facilitate  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  duty. 

.  Whoever  reads  the  lift  of  difiributors 
appointed  on  this  occafion,  will  fee 
that  the  general  intention  was  to  be¬ 
llow  that  office  on  colonifts  :  this  would 
prevent  the  diffatisfaction  which  mull: 
always  and  in  every  country  arife,  at 
feeing  offices  of  profit  in  the  collection 
of  a  duty  impofed  on  them,  thrown 
into  any  other  hands  than  their  own  ; 
and  would  engage  the  principal  men  in 
each  colony  to  fupport  the  perfon 
whom  they  had  ihemfelves  recommend¬ 
ed,  to  affifl  the  execution  of  the  law, 
and  to  conciliate  to  it  the  minds  of 
their  countrymen.  The  influence  of  this 
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meafure  would  be  the  more  rxtenfivc/ 
as  the  appointment  of  the  ini'erior  dif- 
tributors  was  necelTarily  refied  in  the 
principal  diflributor  for  every  province; 
the  perfons  appointed  by  him  would, 
it  is  probable,  be  his  friends,  ndghb ours  ‘ 
or  dependants,  colonifts  alio ;  and  the 
fame  motives  would  engrige  therefore 
throughout  the  country  a  number  of 
colonifts  in  the  fame  caufe* 

In  fact  It  appears,  that  this  defigu 
was  generally  executed,  except  in  the 
new  colonies,  in  which  defeription  N'j- 
va-Sco/ia  and  Georgia  are  iiicliided ;  hi 
thefe  it  was  fcarcely  pofiible  that  any 
natives  fhould  be  found  capable  of  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  :  but  even  in  thefe  idle 
principal  was  ib  ftrictly  adhered  to,  that 
in  Novd-Scotia  a  pentlcman  was  faid  to 

o 

be  therefot'c  appointed  becaufe  he  was 
one  ol  the  frit  Jettlers  in  that  colony. 

The  board  of  treafury  was  not  lefs 
attentive  to  the  other  qualification  of 
th  cir  oriicer,  that  he  Ihcuid  he  not  cn- 


[  28  ] 

ly  a  colonifl;,  but  recommended  by  per** 
Ions  beft  acquainted  with,  and  moft 
concerned  and  refpected  in  the  feveral 
provinces  :  few  were  appointed  who 
were  not  either  of  the  council  or  the 
affembly.  The  reader,  perhaps,  does 
not  expect  to  be  informed  that  colonel 
Mercer  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Mon^ 
tague,  the  agent  for  Virginia,  in  the 
name  of  the .  governor,  council,  and  aj- 
femhly  of  that  province ;  which  Afr, 
Mercer  himfelf  infilled  on,  as  his  apo-- 
logy  to  the  people  of  Virginia.  Dr. 
Vranklyn,  Agent  for  Penjylvania,  ap-r 
plied  for,  and  fucceeded  in  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hughes.  Mr.  Coxe,  dillributor  for 
Mew  ferfey,  owed  the  office  to  the  fol» 
licitation  of  the  fame  gentleman,  whofe 
fott  was  then  governor  of  the  province ; 
and  belides  the  application  of  Mr.  An¬ 
thony  Bacon,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mac  Evers, 
for  dillributor  of  New-Tork,  I  nave  feen 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  MacEvers 
to  Mr.  alderman  Barlow  ‘Vrecotbic,  in 
which,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffion,  he 
repeats  his  great  obligations  to  that  al¬ 
derman, 


*  ll 
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dermah,  for  having  him  nominated  a  dif- 
tributor  of  the  famps. 

In  the  purfult  of  tlicfe  plans,  and 
before  the  orEcers  could  be  lent  with 
thole  inftructions  which  were,  preparing 
for  them,  the  adminiflration  was  flop¬ 
ped  by  that  change  of  government,  of 
whichj  as  the  author  of  it  is  dead,  I 
lhall  only  fay,  that  by  placing  Mr. 

Q - y  in  the  office  of  f - y  of 

ft — e,  for  the  foutherii  department,  it 
entrulled  the  execution  of  a  law,  of  the 
greateft  importance  in  its  confcquenccs, 
to  one  of  the  very  few  perfons  v/ho  had 
oppofed  the  pafting  it.  The  confe- 
quence  has  been  fuch  as  iniglit  hi/e 
been  expected,  was  forefeen  by  think¬ 
ing  men*  and,  as  will  appear  from  the 
courfe  of  the  evidence,  defigncd  by 
new  minijiers. 

Previous  to  the  change  of  niinif'-y,  not 
only  the  government  had  received  no 
intelligence  which  might  give  them 
reafon  to  fufnect  refi fiance  in  America  ; 

E  but 
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even  tile  penons  who  were-  d-fterwiird^ 
tiie  moil  iorward  in  magnifying  this 
iclilancc,  and  applying  the  arguments 
Ciiawn  from  it  to  tlieir  own  purpofes, 
had  then  no  expedlation  of  it.  It  is  not 
poflible  to  fjppofc  that  Mr.  T^recothicky 
Mr.  Bacon^  Dr.  FranklyjZy  who  folicited, 
colonel  Mercery  and  Mr.  Mejervey  who 
accepted  this  dice,  would  either  have 
folicited  or  accepted  it,  if  they  had 
thought  they  fnould  have  been  expofed 
to  tnat  violence,  which  the  ne?led:  of 

O 

fome,  and  the  evil  intenLionsof  others, 
afterwards  produced.  Another  and  ftill 
Wronger  proof  arifes  from  the  teftimonies 
of  tliofe  who  were  the  befc  informed  of 
the  progrefs,  and  rnoft  interefled  in  the 
fuccefs,  of  this  act  in  America.  It  is 


the  opinion  of  alrnofl;  every  officer  there, 
that  it  would  be  obeyed  ;  an  opinion 
given  at  a  period  of  time  fubrequ-ent  to 
this,  and  even  after  an  avov/ed  reffit- 
ance  to  it  had  been  raifed,  ncffiedled  and 
cncourafred.  It  would  be  endlefs  to 

CD 

quote  all  thefe  opinions,  fome  of  them 
may  be  neceffary,  a  few  will  be  fufficient. 

In 


I 
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In  a  letter  from  New-Tork  ^  it  is  raid, 
'T’he  people  now  begin  to  cool  a  little^  and 
fame  of  the  rnojl  coJifiderahle  of  them  to 
think  how  they  ft  jail  do  their  bnfncfs  after 
the  f if  of  November  y  and  c'annot  conceive 
of  any  method  of  doing  it  without  ?7iaking 
ife  of  famped  paper  y  never  was  an  act 
better  made  to  execute  it  j elf  than  this  is. 


Another  writer  from  New  llnfand  ^ 

o 

{after  a  very  exaft  tlcfcription  of  the 
pains  taken  to  prevent  tlic  execution  of 
the  law)  lays,  L  can/iot  bclp  ih  'inking  ibat 
ivben  a  dear  rcprejhitatloii  of  the  niifc- 
ries  'whicb  a'lcaii  the  province,  if  the 
futtnp  ad  is  not  executed  at  its. day,  Jhall 
be  made  to  them,  they  cannot  but  be 
alarmed ;  and  mujl  facrijice  their  preju¬ 
dices  and  their  popularity  too,  if  neceifarv , 
to  Jiive  their  country  from  immediate  rniny 

In  th  c  colony  in  vrhic’i  the  Infiilts  on. 
government  had  been  rnoli  violent,  a 

b'  2  perfon 

'  See  letter  to  the  conmunlo.iers  of  uur.eio,  d.ttc.l 

A  ' 

September  30,  1765. 

k  Sec  letter  to  ihc  lurdti 'of  tradf,  dated  Sopteinber 

7’  17^5- 
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perfon  well  acquainted  with  thefe  out¬ 
rages  folhcits  the  appointment  of  dif- 
tnbutor  of  ilamps  for  the  province,  of 
which  the  mob  had  forced  a  reiis'.nation 

O 


from  another  hand ;  I’hat  ‘  (thefe  are 
his  words)  I  may  likennfe  enjoy  the  ad¬ 
vantage  oj  that  oifjee  when  it  is  quietly 
Jupimtted  to,  as  no  doubt  it  will  he  in  a 
Jew  months. 


A  letter  from  Virginia  has  this  paf- 
I  am  not  altogether  without  hopes 
that  the  dijirefi  they  will feel^  on  a  total 
Jlagnation  of  bufnejs,  will  open  their  eyes^ 
and  pave  the  way  for  the  adl  executing 
;  for  I  am  credibly  informed,  that 
Jome  of  the  mofi  buj'y  men,  in  oppofing  the 
reception  of  the  fiamps,  are  already 
alarmed  at  the  conjjeqtiences  of  the  impru-- 
dent  Jieps  they  have  taken. 


Even 

*  Se;  letter  to  the  commil5oners  of  {lamps,  dated 
New- York,  Odlober  26,  1765. 

See  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1765. 
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Even  fo  late  as  Decemier,  176  c,  ano-^ 
ther  letter  from  New-Tork  has  thcle 
words ;  Since  that  time  nothing  has  been 
doney  and  we  have  waited  to  Jee  the  law 
execute  itfeify  which  I  am  perfuaaed  it 
7nuji  do  portly  ;  for  the  fufptnjion  of  it 
has  occajioncd jo  many  inconveniences  herey 
in  every  branch  of  bipiejsy  that  they  do 
already  begin  to  be  feverely  felt. 

T'hefe  circujndancesy  fays  the  fame  per- 
fon  %  induce  me  to  think  that  the  face  of 
affairs  will  change  very  Joony  and  I  hope 
in  my  next  letter  to  give  a  more  favoura-- 
ble  account  of  our  proceedings. 

And,  to  dofe  this  point  with  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  idrongelT:  kind,  the  council 
and  houfe  of  reprejentatives  of  Mafachu- 
feds  bay  fpeak  thus  of  the  aft  ^  of  the 
former  feflions,  granting  certain  duties 

in 

“  See  a  letter  from  New-York  to  the  lords  of  the 
treafury,  dated  December,  1765. 

®  See  letter  to  Mr.  Conway,  dated  December  21, 
1765. 

^  See  addrefs,  dated  November  3,  1764. 
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I 

ni  the  Bntifli  colonies  and  plantations 
iji  America :  To  which  aSi  we  humbly 
cheiid  we  may  propoje  cur  objettions ^ 
at  the  fame  time  we  acknowledge  our  duty 

to  yield  obedience  to  it  while  it  continues 
wircpcaled. 

This  was  the  Rate  of  affairs  whea 
that  mintjtry  was  removed ;  the  inten^ 
tion  of  removing  them  was  declared  in 
the  middle  of  May,  1765.  The  next 
adrninijiration  came  into  office  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  "july  ;  Mr.  C- - letter, 

which  gives  notice  of  his  appointment 
to  the  fouthern  department,  is  dated 
the  1 2th  of  that  month. 


They  had  reafon  to  know,  from  the 
intelligence  of,  dll  d  feveral  letters  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  fee  ret  ary  cf  fate  s  of  key 
that  the  objections  to  the  farnp  act  were 
of  three  kinds;  the  frf  arofe  from  the 
opinion  that  the  powers  given  by  that 
z&y  to  the  court  of  vice-admiralty  con- 

flituted  * 

^  See  petition  of  council  and  houfe  of  reprefenta-^ 
tives  of  Adallachufet’s  bay 
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ill  tilted  over  all  America,  would  be 

grievous  to  the  fabjed:  from  the  great 

diftance  of  that  court,  and  would  dif^ 

tinguifli  the  fubjeds  in  the  colonies  from 

thofe  in  Great-Britain  by  depriving  them 

ot  a  trial  by  jury;  the  fecond  from  the 

fear*  that  it  would  exhaufl  the  provinces 

of  their  fpecie ;  and  the  t hir'd  from  their 

claim  to  the  privilege  of  judging  of 

their  own  ability,  and  of  having  the. 

foie  right  of  impohng  taxes  on  them- 

felves.  To  obviate  the  two  firil:  of  thefc 

objedions,  nothing  was  required  of 

them  but  to  execute  the  provifoes  of  the 

ad,  and  thofe  other  meafures  which 

$ 

tlie  former  rninijiry  had  already  begun* 
With,  regard  to  the  hrfl:,  they  had  only 
to  remind  them  that  a  jurifdidion  had 
been  aligned  to  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  upon  the  laws  of  revenue 
and  of  trade,  without  juries,  for  near  a 
century  pad  h  T’he  reafon  for  putting 
thefe  caiijes  in  a  courfe  of  trial  ^.vithout 

any 

"  See  letter  to  fecrctarvof  date,  dated  Novem’bcr 

«  ^ 

10,  1764. 
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Any  jury,  undoubtedly  arofe  from  an  Ab-^ 
prebenfion  that  juries,  in  thefe  cafes,  were 
not  to  be  trujied :  the  force  of  this  reafon 
may  be  abated,  but  I  cannot  think  that  it 
is  wholly  defrayed :  no  candid  man  will, 
I  believe,  take  upon  him  to  declare,  that 
at  this  time  an  American  jury  is  impar* 
tial  and  indifferent  enough  to  determine 
upon  frauds  in  trade,  Thefe  are  the 
words  of  a  very  well  informed  and  can¬ 
did  judge.  They  might  have  informed 
them,  that  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true* 
that  the  fubjedts  in  North- Am  erica,  by 
being  deprived  in  thefe  cafes  of  trials  by 
jury,  are  in  that  refpedl  diftinguilhed 
from  their  fellow  fubjeds  in  Great  •■Bri¬ 
tain  ;  that  in  this  very  inftance  of  the 
llamp  duties,  the  penalties  are,  by  the 
laws  now  in  force  for  colleding  them 
in  Great-Britain,  recoverable  alfo  with¬ 
out  trial  by  jury,  as  well  as  on  all  the 
laws  of  excife,  and  many  ethers  refped- 
ing  the  public  revenue  in  Great-Biitain. 

With  regard  to  the  feat  and  the  fup- 

nort  of  the  court,  the  former  lords  of 

the 
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tredfury  had  made  a  reprefentation  to 
■bis  Majejiy  in  council  (founded  on  a 
claufe  inferted  in  the  ftamp  ad:  for  this 
Very  purpofe)  Hating '  the  expediency 
"of  giving  the  .judges  in  ■America  fuffi- 
cient  and  honourable  falaries  in  lieu  of 
all  poundage  and  fees,  and  of  cftablifli- 
ing  three  different  courts  of  vice-admi- 
talty,  with  proper  diflrid:s  annexed  td 
each.  Had  the  fucceeding  minijlers 
'cohdefeended  to  execute^  on  this  plan, 
’the  laws  of  their  country,  a  plan  which 
■had  been  fully  opened  and  approved  in 
parliament  at  the  time  when  the  ftamp 
ad:  was  propofed,  all  the  difl'atisfadion 
and  clamour  which  arofe  from  mifre- 
prefentation  on  thefe  points  had  been 
remedied'. 

It  would  have  calmed  the  fears  which 
were  expreffed,  that  the  colonics  would 
be  drained  of  their  fpecie^  if  the  minify 
try  had  iffued'  to  the  feveral  oilicers  the 

F  direc-* 

s  See  memorial  from  the  ccmmiflioncrs  of  the  trea* 
fury  to  the  privy  council,  dated  July  4,  1765. 
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dired'ions  which  the  late  commiffioncfs 

ot  the  treafury  had  given  on  this  fubjeft, 

T’hat,  in  order  to  ohvuite  the  incoH~ 

vemence  of  bringing  into  this  kingdom  the 

money  to  be  raifed  by  the  famp  duties,  all 

the  produce  of  the  American  duties,  ari- 

Jing  or  to  arife  by  vertue  of  any  Britifj  aB 

of  parliament,  fould  from  time  to  time  be 

paid  to  the  deputy  pay-mafer  in  America, 

to  defray  the  fubf fence  of  the  troops,  and 

any  military  expences  incurred  in  the  colo¬ 
nies. 


The  laft  objeftion  which  arofe  from 
the  claim  of  the  colonies  to  an  exemp¬ 
tion  from  taxes  impofed  by  parliament, 
was  to  be  treated  in  a  different  manner ; 
as  the  two  former  were  to  be  obviated 
by  explanations,  this,  now  the  ad  im- 
poling  a  tax  was  paffed,  was  to  be  re- 
preffed  by  authority.  They  faw  that  a 
part  of  the  Americans  was  impatient  of 
thofe  reftridlions,  v/hich  it  is  the  intereft 
of  the  whole  empire  to  impofe  with  re¬ 
gard 


See  treafury  minute,  dated  July  9,  1765. 


t 
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gard  to  their  commerce  j  the  late  regu¬ 
lations  of  their  trade  had  been  peti¬ 
tioned  againfl  as  grievous  and  oppreffive,- 
becaufe  they  contradicted  their  illicit 
views ;  and  from  the  general  temper  of 
that  country  it  appeared,  that  it  was. 
necelTary  to  hold  the  rein  with  a  tem¬ 
perate  but  firm  hand.  But  befides  this,, 
the  fullcit  accounts  were  foon  received 
of  the  turbulent  and  feditious  behaviour 
of  a  part  of  America.  So  early  as  the 
27th  of  July,  1765,  a  copy  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  was 
tranfmitted  to  the  minilirv,  in  which 
the  right  of  the  parliament  of  Great-. 
Britain  to  tax  that  colony  is  abfolutelv 

j  * 

denied  ;  thefe  refolutions  are  printed  in. 
the  appendix  The  Governor  had 
thought  it  neccllary  to  difioh  e  an  alTcm- 
bly  capable  of  fucli  an  inlult  on  the 
leniflature  of  Great-Britain :  at  the 

o 

time  this  pacquet  arrived  no  boai'd  of 
trade  exilled,  and  the  papers  were  thore- 
fo"e  carried  immediately  to  the  fecretary 

F  2  ^  .  )V 


*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  7, 


[  40 


} 


of  ftate*  As  fooa  as  anew  board'  of' 

* 

trade  was  formed  they  reprefented  ta 
the  King  in  council  that,  ^Jjjefe  rejb-. 
lilt  ions  y  as  they  contain  an  abfohite  dija-^ 
vowal  oj  the  right  oj'  the  parliament  of 
Great- Brit  am  to  impoje  taxes._  upon  her- 
colonies y  and  a  daring  attack  upon  thc' 
confitution  oj  thh  country^  appear  to  us: 
to  require  an  immediate  and Jeripiis  atten¬ 
tion  y  and  ^iohat ever  f uri her  meafures 
your  Majejiy  may,  ruh  the  advice  of  your 
council,  judge  proper  to  be  taken  either  for- 
exprfjing  your  royal  difapprobation  of 
theje  proceedings,  or  for  preventing  the- 
fatal  confequences  which  they  naturally 
tend  to  produce,  we  think  it  our  duty  to. 

fubmit  to  yourMajefiy  s  conf  deration,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be- 
expedient  to  dijpatch  immediate  inftrudiions 
to  your  Majejiy  sjervants  in  your  Majeliv’s 
colony  of  V irginia,  who  may  be  concerned 
in  enforcing  the  execution  of  the  law  for 
levying  the  duty  upon  fianips,  that  they 
do  each  in  their  feveral  department,  in 

PP~- 

”  See  the  Reprefentation  of  the  board  of  trade, 
dated  Auguft  27,  1765. 


Jhpport  of  the  authority  of  parliament^ 
mgoroujly  exert  themjehes,  and,  laitlx 
becoming  rejolutton  upon  every  occafoHy 
exact  a  due  obedience  to  all  the  lavos  of  the: 
land. 

But  even  this  was  not  the  only  incite-- 
jnent  to  vigour'  which  was  given  to  ad- 
niiniftration ;  a  much  ftronger  was  to 
be  drawn  from  the  intelligence  they 
received  of  the  ftate  of  that  province  j 
they  faw  from  it  that  thefe  rcfoiutions, 
which  affert  an  independence  upon 
England,  were  meant  to  be  not  merely 
verbal  affertions,  but  principles  of  ac¬ 
tion  ;  they  were  accompanied  by  a  mod: 
alarming  dcfcription  which  was  given 
of  the  fituation  of  the  colony,  by  one 
of  the  perfons  bed  acquainted  with  it  d 
‘I he  ?nof  fole}]J7i  treaties  (he  writes)  voith 
our  Indian  neighbours  have  been  inof  pub¬ 
licly  violated.  The  violators  of  the  trea¬ 
ty  and  public  peace  have  been  as  publicly 

rejeued 

=■  See  letter  to  the  f - y  of  f— c,  dated  June 

received  Auguft  8,  1765. 
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rcfcued  out  of  the  hands  of  juficc.  Go- 
vcrnnient  isfet  at  open  defiance,  not  hav~ 

ffcn^ih  in  hen  hands  to  enjonce  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws  of  the  community ,  But 
even  this  defeription,  alarming  as  it 
was,  joined  to  the  certain  evil  confe- 
quence  and  great  danger  of  delay,  could 
not  awaken  the  adminiflration  to  the 
difeharge  of  their  duty.  The  letter 
which  was  written  on  this  occalion  ^ 
inllead  of  endeavouring  to  reprefs  by  au- 

this  open  defection  in  a  provin¬ 
cial  alfembly^  inftead  of  encouraging  the 
officers  to  the  performance  of  their  duty, 
inflead  of  reprelenting  the  puniffiments 
due  to  difobedience,  takes  that  languid 
tone  which  mufl  appear  the  effedl  of 
inability  to  maintain  the  empire  of 

Great-Bi  itain,  or  of  a  formed  refolutioij 
to  facrifice  it. 

The  f - y,  in  diredl  contradieftion 

to  the  papers  immediately  before  him, 
calls  the  vefolutions  the  ofispring  of  the 

violence 


^  See  Appendix,  No.  i. 
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^jiolence  of  fome  individuals,  and  treats 
the  colonifts  as  difpofed  to  pay  a  wife 
and  virtuous  obedience ;  in  that  very 
important  and  critical  hour,  when  the 
eyes  of  all  America  muft  be  turned  on 
the  reception  which  fuch  refolutions  as 
thofe  of  Virginia  fliould  meet  with  in 
England,  and  on  the  conduct  which  a 
new  mini/lry  would  hold  towards  the 
colonies,  to  take  from  thence  inftruc- 
tions  for  their  future  behaviour  j  when 
they  were  to  be  relfrained  within  the 
bounds  of  a  dutiful  fubmifTion,  or  ex¬ 
cited  to  refolutions  of  equal  violence  by 
the  fate  of  thefe,  he  takes  no  fhep  to 
check  their  licence,  or  encourage  their 
obedience. 

Intelligence  had  been  received,  that 
new  and  unconflitutional  principles  were 
avowed  by  the  colony  of  Virginia  ;  the 
principles  of  tndcpc7idence  on  Efigland, 
and  exanption  fro^n  taxes  itnpofed  by  the 
Britif  parliajnent ;  that  many  outrages 
had  been  committed  in  that  colony; 
and  upon  the  whole,  that  government 


was 
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•was  jet  at  open  dejiance.  Upon  this  ih- 
telligence  it  was  his  duty  to  have  giveh 
immediate  fupport  to  government,  to 
have  aflerted  the  rights  of  England^  and 
to  have  maintained  them  by  holding 
•out  rewards  to  the  obedient)  punith^ 
ment  to  the  feditiousj  by  giving  a(3:i5. 
Vity  to  the  civil,  and,  if  necelTary,  to 
the  military  power  j  efpecially  and  di¬ 
rectly  to  have  fent  the  moft  pofitive  in- 
ifruCtions  to  the  officers  to  exaSf  a  dut 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

It  would  fcarccly  be  credited',  were  not 
the  fads  before  the  public,  that,  after 
waiting  from  the  27th  of  July  to  the 
1 4th  of  September,  before  he  returned 
any  reply,  the  reply  gives  the  officer 
to  whom  it  was  written  neither  inftruc- 
tion  nor  encouragement;  that  it  does 
hot  even  contain  a  diredion  to  affert  the 
authority  of  government,  which  had 
been  defied)  or  to  exad  a  fubmiffion  to 
the  laws  and  legiflature;  v/hich  had  been 
renounced  ;  a  rejpedl  to  parliament ,  a 
confdential  rchance  of  the  colonies  on  the 

mother- 
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mother  country,  thcfe  arc  the  ftrongeft 

expreffions  in  ^vhich  the  f - y  of 

Great-Britain  claims  the  obedience  of 
her  fubjedls  :  and,  left  even  thefe  flmuld 
feem  to  countenance  any  exertion  of 
authority,  he  takes  care  to  dilclaim 
o'lvino'  any  diredlion  in  them  j  he  will 
not  pretend  to  give  any  advice  or  injlruc- 
tions  on  thefe  JulfeHls ;  but  refers  the 
cTOvernor  to  an  infcruct.cn  to  be  here- 

CD 

after  received  from  the  privy  council. 
The  queflion  was,  whether  the  colonies 
are  independent  of  the  afts  of  tlie  legi- 
llature  of  Great-Eritain  ?  A  queilion 
which,  after  fo  many  afts  of  parlia¬ 
ment  immediately  refpecfing  and  bind¬ 
ing  the  colonies,  no  fubject  of  Great- 
Britain  could  lawfully  bring  into  debate, 
except  in  one  of  the  houl'-S  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  concerning  which  they 
Ihould  lead:  of  all  have  appeared  to 
doubt,  to  whom  the  execution  of  the 
laws  had  been  cntrudied  by  the  King, 
and  who  were  refponfible  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  kingdom  for  the  fupport  of 
tlieir  authority.  The  making  this  a 

G  quo  ft  ion. 


[  4<i  ] 

(jueftion,  f;nd  referring  Xo  a  privy  coun¬ 
cil  for  a  future  decifiori  of  that  on  which 
the  legiilature  had  decided  already  fo 
frequently  and  fo  exprefsiy,  tended 
tUs-iCiOie  only  to  inform  the  officer  that 
he  could  not  depend  either  on  diredion 
or  fuppoi-t  from  England  j  and  that  it 
was  Ihll  a  doubt  if  the  government  of 
this  kingdom  would  affert  her  rights. 
Anotner  proof  that  procrartination  alone 
was  intended,  ariles  from  hence  j  the 
Virginia  reiblutions  were  received  yu/y 

^7’  ^765;  this  important  matter,  which 

the  board  of  trade  had  reprefented  as 
requiring  immediate  and ferious  attention, 
and  the  dif patch  of  immediate  inftrudlions  ■, 
and  which  mud:  have  appeared  to  the 
minffiry  to  require  them,  as  foon  as 
they  were  acquainted  with  it  t  inftead 
of  being  immediately  attended  to,  was 
referred  to  the  privy  council-,  but  it  was 
not  even  referre;  i  to  them  till  Sepfe?7iber 
6y  17^5^  report  was  made  up¬ 

on  it  till  Otilober  The  report  Vvdien 
made  is.  That  this  matter  was  not  with¬ 
in  the  decihon  of  the  privy  council  to 

whom 
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whom  it  had  been  referred ;  a  report 
made  by  the  very  ininiilers  who  referred 
it  to  that  board ;  and  in  which,  from 

his  ofiice,  the  f - y  has  the  lead. 

The  words  of  it  are  thefe  h  This  is  a 
matter  of  the  iitmofi  importance  to  the 
kingdo?n  and  legifatiirc  of  Great-Britdin  ; 
and  of  too  high  a  nature  for  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  your  Majejiy  in  your  privy  coun- 
ci!y  and  is  proper  only  for  the  conf  dera¬ 
tion  of  parliament,  it  was  for  the  fake 

of  this  decifion  that  the  f - y  deferred 

fo  long  a  matter  of  fo  mucli  cenfe- 
quence;  a  decifon  which  he  mull;  liave 
known  at  the  time  he  wrote  his  letter 
to  the  t^overnor  of  Vir2:inia  :  a  fuller 
proof  cannot  be  imagined  t.hat  a  timid 
and  fital  delay  v/as  all  tiiat  was  intend¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  at  tlic  very  time  when  he 
allured  the  officer  tliat  he  \\  culd  receive 
the  fulled:  inftrudtions  from  the  wifiom 
of  the  privy  council y  Ite  ivuCv/  t/iat 
board  would  have  too  much  wifvlcrn  to 
iffiue  any  upon  a  matter  of  tOv)  hicpi  a 

O  2  nature 


See  report  of  committee  of  privy  council ,  cau  ci 
OtSlober  1765. 
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jiature  for  their  determination.,  I  faid 
lie  iiiuft  iiave  knov/n  that  deciiion  wlieii 
he  wrote  the  letter  ;  and  1  laid  this,  not 
on.iy  Dec luie  he  probably  knew  what 
tliat  report  would  be  whic-i  he  was  to 


direct  ;  b 


lit  chiefly  becaule  it  v»muld  b 


r% 


indeed  extraordinary  if  the  f - y  of 

f — c  could  be  entirely  i?,ncrar,t  of  the 
powers  of  Ids  own  cilice,  and  of  the 
privy  council.  It  is  net  necedary  to  be 
of  that  council  to  know  that  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  is  by  the  conffitution 
relied  in  the  King,  and  delegated  by 
him  to  the  odicers  in  each  department i 
that  the  pr.vy  council  cannot  deliberate 
upon  the  Icr.vs,  though  they  can  aHifl: 
the  execution  of  them  •,  and  therefore 
that  it  was  impofdblc  for  the  privy 
council  to  make  any  other  report  than 
that  which  they  did  make.  But  it  was 

in  the  power  of  tlic  f - y  of  f~e  to 

enforv-c  tiie  execution  of  the  laws^  it 
was  his  duty ;  he  was  called  upon  to 
perform  this  duty  by  the  importance  of 
the  olnedl,  and  the  cxprels  repreleiita-* 
tions  cl  the  board  ol  trade  ;  and  the 


rciernng 
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referring  It  therefore  to  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  could  only  be  meant  to  weaken  by 
delay  a  right,  which  he  would  not  fup- 
port,  and  durft  not  furrender. 

It  is  lenity  to  the  f - y  to  attribute 

his  reference  and  letter  to  this  motive; 
to  grant  that  he  wuote  it  in  diredt  contra- 
didtion  to  his  own  knowledge;  and  that 
he  intended  the  governor,  to  wdiom  it  is 
writ,  flaould  expedl  as  little  inftrudtion 
from  the  decifion  of  the  privy  council, 
as  he  himfelf  knew  it  wouia  contain. 

It  was  indeed  impolTiblc  for  him  to 
intend  or  willi  that  the  governor  Ihould 
underftand  the  words  of  the  letter  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  plain  and  obvious  fenfc, 
becaufe  it  was  impodible  for  him  to 
wiih  that  the  governor  ihould  think  him 
capable  of  avowing  principles  ib  full  of 
treafon  and  of  danger  :  lor  if  this  letter 
indeed  meant  what  it  exprellcs,  if  it 
was  defgned  to  turn  the  eyes  of  the 
officers  of  the  crowm  from  the  knowm 
and  permanent  authority  of  parliament, 
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to  an  Inferior  board ;  to  teach  them  to 
look  foi  diredlions  for  their  condudt  not 
to  the  laws  of  their  country,  but  to  the 
inlbi  uftions  oi  a  privy  council  ^  he  muif 
be  told  that  this  principle,  which  attri¬ 
butes  to  the  king  in  council  the  power 
of  dijpenjing  with  the  laws  of  the  land, 
is  the  htghf  treafon  cgainfl:  the  ftate ; 
that  it  coil;  king  Janies  the  fecond  his 
crown,  and  might  coil  him  his  head. 


The  next  advices  from  Jlmcrica  were 
fuch  as  might  have  been  expedled  to 


arife  from  the  negligence  of  the  admi- 


niftraticn  in  Great -Britain.  A  letter 
addreffed  iiiimediately  to  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  informed  him,  that  the  capital 
of  the  province  from  whence  it  was 
written  had  lliaken  off  all  fuhjedion  to 
the  laws  both  of  trade  and  police,  “  'T^wo 
or  three  months  ago,  fays  the  writer  of 
it,  I  thought  that  this  people  'ivouid  have 
Jiibrnitted  to  the  Jlamp  adl  voitbout  adlual 


oppojition. 


*  See  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  flate,  dated  Augufl 
15,  16,  received  October  14,  1765. 
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tppofition.  Murmurs  indeed  naere  conti¬ 
nually  heard,  but  they  Jeemed  to  be fuch  as 
in  time  would  die  au'ay  •,  but  the  pub¬ 
lishing  THE  Virginia  resolu¬ 
tions  PROVED  AN  ALARUM  BELL  TO 
THE  DISAFFECTED.  From  that  time 
an  infamous  weekly  paper,  which  is  printed 
here,  has  /warmed  with  libels  of  the  mod 
atrocious  kind:  thefe  have  been  urged 
with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  fo  induf- 
trioufy  repeated,  that  I  have  confidered 
them  as  preludes  to  ablion  ;  hut  I  did  not 
think  that  it  would  have  commenced  fo 
early,  or  been  carried  to  fuch  lengths  as 
it  has  been.  Then  follows  an  account 
of  the  particulars  of  the  riot,  and  of  the 
infults  which  were  offered  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  revenue,  merely  becaufe 
they  were  officers  :  but  thefe  particu¬ 
lars,  as  they  are  not  immediately  ef- 
fential  to  the  prefent  fubjedt,  and  are 
in  the  highell;  degree  difgraceful  to 
Oi eat-Bi itain,  are  here  omitted;  but 
may  be  found  in  the  letters  to  the 
^  y  of  f  e,  dated  Auguft  i^,  i6, 
1765,  received  the  14th  of  Odtober : 

it 
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It  is  however  neceflary  that  the  reader 
fhould  fee  the  general  lituation  of  the 
province,  as  defcribed  in  the  fame  let¬ 
ter.  Every  o?2e  agrees  that  this  riot  has 
exceeded  all  others  known  here^  both  in 
the  vehemence  of  a5lio7i  and  7nifchievGtifnefs 
of  intention  ;  and  never  had  any  mob  fo 
many  abettors  of  confequence  as  this  is  fup- 
pojed  to' have  had.  It  is  faid  there  were 
50  gentlemen  aSlors  in  this  feene^  dif 
giiijed  with  trowfers  and  jackets  ony  be- 
fdes  a  much  larger  number  behind  the 
curtain. — Idhe  common  talk  isy  that  the 
famp  acl  fall  not  be  executed  here  ; — ' 
that  the  man  who  offers  a ftampt  paper  to 
fell  will  immediately  be  killed ; — that  all 
the  power  of  Great-Britain  fall  not 
oblige  them  to  fiibmit  to  the  ft  amp  abl ; 

’ — that  they  will  die  upon  the  place. — In 

TRUTH  IT  WILL  BE  IMPOSSIBLE  TO. 
ATTEMPT  TO  CARRY  THE  ACT  INTO 
EXECUTION  UNTIL  FRESH  ORDERS 
AND  POWERS  ARE  COME  FROM  ENG¬ 
LAND.  The  fame  perfon,  in  a  fubfe-- 
quent  ^  letter  adds,  I  mention  all  theft 

parti- 

^  Sec  letter  to  fccretary  of  ftate,  dated  Augiilt 
22,  received  Odiober  13,  1765, 
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particulars,  that  your  lorJJJnp  may  juS.'gs 
yourjelf  from  real  circumjiances  }  but  it  is 
my  opinion,  that  the  worji  that  cun  hap¬ 
pen  Jloould  he  expetleil,  and  provided 
againfi. — 1  prefume  that  after  this,  the 
authority  of  an  American  government  'icill 
never  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  people. 

This  violence  of  proceeding,  ■a.a  l  th.e 
rejoliUmis  of  the  reprefentatives  of  -  the 
province  of  Mafiichujet's  bay,  which 
were  fimilur  to  thofe  of  Virgmia,  w’re 
referred  to  xdxQ privy  council,  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  on  the  ifl;  and  i  ith  ot  Oflo- 
ber,  1765.  That  boaid,  at  the  fame 
time,  reprefented  them  to  be  oj  d.ingc- 
rous  tendency y  efpecially  as  connedled  wub 
the  fpirit  Tjchich  had  appeared  throughout 
the  whole  conduct  of  this  ajfembly  j — and 
isy  m  truihy  a  daring  attack  upon  the 
confiitution  of  this  country  \ — and  in  what¬ 
ever  light  thefe  dijturbances  are  viewed^ 
whether  in  rcfpedl  of  the  avowed  object  ^ 
which  the  perpetrators  and  abettors  of 
them  declare  to  be  a  general  rejolution  to 
eppefe  an-d  prevent  th^  execution  of  an  acl 

H  .  .  .  oJ 
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of  the  parliament  of  Great- B ritain or 

in  refpeSi  of  the  fate  of  government  and 

magifracy  therey  which  ^ - -  repre- 

fents  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  r effing  or 

fipprefing  thefe  tumults  and  diforders 

ioey  were  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 

no  time  was  to  be  lof  in  dire  cling  fuch 

meafures  as  might  be  mof  prudent  and 
ef'edtual. 

Thefe  reprefentations  contain  fo  juft 
a  ftate  of  this  important  matter  at  that 
time,  and  of  the  impreffion  which  the 
intelligence  from  America  muft  make 
on  all  thofe  wJiom  the  moft  obftinate 
prejudice  had  not  hardened,  that  they 
are  printed  in  the  Appendix 

By  this  time  the  flame  had  begun  to 
fpread,  and  to  threaten  all  thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  the  colleftion  of  any 
part  of  tiie  revenue  ;  one  of  the  officers 
in  America  gave  information  %  not  only 

that 

'  See  Appendix,  No.  8,  No.  9. 

See  letter  to  board  of  trade,  dated  Aiiguft  31, 
received  iibout  the  8 th- of  0‘5lober» 
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that  THE, PRINCIPAL  PEOPLE  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  Boston  publicly  avowed  and 
jujiijled the  all  of  demolifiing  Mr.  Olivers 
(the  diftributor  of  damps)  hoiije,  but 
that  all  kinds  of  ill  humours  were  fet  on  ^ 
float ;  every  thing  that  for  years  faji  had 
been  the  caufe  of  any  ^  popular  difconte^it 
was  revived. — It  feems  the  mob  had  fet 

I  • 

down  no  lefs  than  1 5  houfeji  itt  or  near 
the  town,  to  be  attacked  the  next  nighty 
AMONG  WHICH  WAS  THE  CUSTOMr 
HOUSE,  AND  THE  HOUSES  OF  SOME 
OF  THE  MOST  RESPECTABLE  PERSON.^ 
IN  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

A  peiibn  immediately  concerned  in 
the  collc6lion  of  the  cuiloms  writes 
thus  b  I  conjide?^  their  fury  againfi  77ie  to 
proceed  fro?n  niy  capacity  as  an  ojfu'er 
the  ciifoinSy  and  the  check  £  am  oj  courje 
to  their  fiuggling  views ;  and  from  my 
havhig  lately  received  an  unpopular  com- 
77ill]ion  relating  to  their  riotous  behaviour 

H  2  io- 


c  See  letter  to  fecrctaiy  cf  itate/  datcJ  .\ugnll  28, 
xcceivcd  Oclob;;r  21,  1765. 
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towards  a  fhip  which  had  been  feizcd, 
Tous  ozcr  jit uati  on  expofes  us  to  the  lawlefs 
fury,  n'^t  nf  at  rifting  mob,  but  of  a  whole 
country  infame  d  to  an  in  tote  ruble  degree  i 
JubjeSi  to  m  rule  or  order,  but  abandoned 
and  licentious  in  principle  i—and  without 
proteSltonor  Jupport,  either  to  enable  us 
to  do  our  duty,  or  prejerve  our  peace  in 

juL.ety.  The  fame  officer  acquaints  the 
cornaiiffioners  of  cue  cufloms  ^  that,  d'he 
tnob  had  the  audacity  to  fend  mefages, 
importing  that,  if  we  would  agree  to  re¬ 
ceive  our  fees  (for  cuftoms)  agreeable  to 
their  will  and  pleafure,  and  would  alfo 
deliver  the  fhips  now  under  prcfecution, 
1  might  come  on  fore  in  fafely,  and  rely 
on  their protedlion. — The  cufom-houfe,  in 
confequence  of  this,  continued  forne  days 
fa  at  up. — /  complained  to  the  governor 
and  a  principal  magiflrate  of  the  p  erf  on 
whofent  the  above  terms,  with  a  view 
of  having  him  punfhed ;  and  the  niagif- 
trate  s  warr ant  was  returned  by  the  foe- 

^'fj 
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'  See  letter  to  commiflloners  of  cuftoms,  dated 
September  5,  received  Odlober  21,  1765. 
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riff  as  tmpojjible  to  be  executed  under  peril 
oj  his  lije-j  Jo  that  I  confider  this  as  an' 
end  oJ  the  profecution Jor  want  oj  govern¬ 
ment^  there  being  here  an  ahjolute  jiff 
penjion. 

Thefe  tumults  were  not  more  vjanec- 
rous  to  the  government  in  themfelves, 
than  to  the  dependence  of  the  colonies 
upon  Great-Britain  in  their  confe- 
quences,  and  from  the  principles  which 
gave  rife  to  them.  Care  was  taken  to 
inform  the  adminiftration  of  thefe,  by 
tranfmitting  to  them  thofe  anonymous 
papers,  in  which  they  are  more  openly 
avowed  than  it  was  poffible  for  them  to 
be  in  the  refolutions  of  any  aifembiy  ; 
though  the  fame  turbulent  and  intereif- 
cd  lawyers,  who  governed  the  councils 
of  thofe  meetings,  v/ere  well  known  to 
be  the  authors  of  thelc  indammator/ 
papers. 

In  one  of  them,  the  Providence 

c) 

'  zette  extraordinary,  Augufl:  14,  J764, 
we  meet  with  there,  among  many  imn- 

lar 
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lar  fentiments  and  exprellions ;  Ton, 
my  countrymen,  already  feel  fame  of  the 
cjjedls  oj  this  horrid  policy,  me?i  of  war, 
cutters,  marines  with  their  bayonets fxed, 
judges  oJ  admiralty ,  collectors,  comptrol¬ 
lers,  fearchers,  tide-waiters,  land-waiters, 
with  a  whole  catalogue  of  pimps,  Jent 
over,  not  to  proteB  our  trade,  but  to  de- 
froy  it.  It  is  advifed  to  form  in  a  pc- 

O 

ncral  affembly,  votes  or  refolves  to  the 
following  effect ;  T/dat  his  Majejly  and 
hisfubjlitiites,  together  %mth  the  general 
cjjonbly  oj^  this  colony ^  haAje,^^  di  their  re-^ 
prefentative  capacity,  the  only  exdufive 
right  to  lay  taxes  and  impojis.tipon  the  111— 
habitants  of  this  colony  ,  and  that  every 
attempt  to  vejl  fiich  power  in  any  perjhn 
or  perfons  whatfoever,  other  than  the  ge¬ 
neral  ajjembly  aforefatcl,  is  iinconfiitu- 
tionaL^ — Ukat  his  Majejly  s  liege  people  the 
inhabitants  oJ'  this  colony,  are  not  bound 
to  yield  obedience  to  any  law  or  ordinance 
dejtgned  to  impofe  any  internal  taxation 
whatfoever  upon  them,  other  than  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  general  afembly 
aforefaid.  And  to  put  it  out  of  doubt 

on 
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on  whofe  principles  and  examples  thefe 
fentiments  were  formed,  the  fame  pa¬ 
per  proceeds.  We  think  that  an  addrefs 
of  thanks  ought  to  be  voted  by  the  general 
*  ajfe77ihlyy  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  difiin-- 
gulfed  themfelves  in  the  laf  fefion  of 
parlia77ienty  in  defeiice  oj  liberty  and  the 
colonies ;  m  particular  to  ge7%eral  Co7i^ 
wayy  &c. 

But  the  officers  in  America  not  only 
reprefented  their  diftrefs,  but  the  means 
too  by  which  they  might  be  relieved 
they  called  for  inftruftions  from  the 
government  at  home,  that  they  might 
execute  every  part  of  this  adl ;  for  affift- 
ance,  that  they  might  enforce  it.  There 
is  fcarcely  an  officer  who  does  not  com¬ 
plain,  that  he  has  received  no  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  execution ;  many,  that 
they  have  not  even  an  authentic  copy  of 
the  aft.  There  is  fcarcely  a  governor 
who  does  not  exprefs  his  weakncfs,  and 
implore  the  fupport  of  that  government 
for -the  intcrefts  of  which  he  afts ; 
without,  therefore,  accumulating  any 
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more  intelligence  received  from  other 
hands  and  other  quarters,  and  which  is* 
all  of  the  fame  kind,  it  is  now  time  to 
examine  what  meafures  were  taken  by 
adminiftration,  to  check,  reprefs  and 
corred:  tumults,  which  ftruck  at  the 
Very  foundations  of  government. 
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It  was  plain,  that  although  the  ilamp 
aft  was  the  pretext,  the  reftridlions  up¬ 
on  their  trade,  which  are  fo  neceffary, 
and  their  defire  to  be  independent  of 
England,  were  among  the  real  caufes 
of  many  of  the  American  tumults  that 
impatience  of  all  government  which 
fome  of  the  colonifts  exprelTed,  that 
oppofition  both  to  the  former  and  latter 
cuilom-houfe  and  commercial  laws, 
which  fome  even  of  their  alfemblies 
avowed,  required  to  be  immediately 
and  eliedlually  controuled.  The  necef- 
fity  of  this  meafure  was  not  unknown 
to  the  adminifiration ;  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  the  board  of  trade  had  forced  it 
upon  their  attention,  and  they  them- 
felves  confe/Ted  it  to  be  of  the  utmojl 


im- 
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importance  to  the  kingdom  and  legijlature 
^  Great-Britain.  It  was  indeed  of 
importance,  for  it  imported  no  lefs  than 
the  maintaining  the  dependence  of  co¬ 
lonies  more  extenhve  than  any  nation 
before  ever  pofleffed ;  and  the  retaining 
in  obedience  to  commercial  laws,  and 
diredting  the  indudry  of  an  empire,  up¬ 
on  whofe  confumption  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures  the  trade  and  credit  of  this  king¬ 
dom  fo  immediately  depend.  To  fe- 
cure  thefe  interefting  objeds  the  reader 
expeds  to  hear,  that  the  mod  vigorous 
meafures  were  planned  and  executed  ; 
that  the  drength  of  government  in  that 
country  was  accurately  examined,  and 
judicioufly  difpofed ;  and  that  fuch  ad¬ 
ditions  to  this,  both  of  a  military  and 
naval  kind,  were  prepared,  as  the  oc- 
cafion  called  for  ;  and  which  being  di- 
reded  (if  necelfary)  againd  thofe  who 
were  mod  forward  in  rebellion,  might, 
by  repreffing  thefe,  prevent  the  crime  and 
the  punifhment  of  the  red.  This  might 
have  been  the  condud  of  ordinary  datef- 
men,  our  miniders  defpiled  fuch  ob- 

I  viouG 
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vious  remedies ;  and  after  much  deh-* 
beration  determined,  that  in  order  tc» 
check  the  mutinous,  and  corredl  the 
rebellious  colonifts,  to  vindicate  the 
authority  of  parliament,  maintain  the 
empire  of  Great-Britain,  and  rellore  the 

peace  of  America,  Mr./ - C—y 

JJoould  write  them  a  letter.  This  ftep 
which  was  necelTary,  and  might  have 
been  effeaual  if  taken  in  the  beginning 
of  thefe  difturbances,  and  fupported  by 
authority,  became  ridiculous  when  a- 
.tone,  and  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  extreme 
tumult ;  and  reminds  one  of  a  fimilar 
expedient,  related  in  the  memoirs  of 
Madame  de  Nemours.  Mr.  de  Beau¬ 
fort  de  fon  cote^  qm  en  faifoit  pas  mohis 
que  le  couajuteur  (pour  s’oppofer  a  cette 
paix)  et  qui  cher choit  tons  les  pioyetis  wta-^ 
ginables  de  Vempkhery  criit  en  avoir 
trouve  im  infatlhble^  quUl  propofa  a  Mr^ 
de  Belhevrcy  en  lui  demandant  par  ma- 
niere  d  avis ^  f  en  donnant  un  foiiflet  a 
Mr.  d ^  Elbeufy  tl  ne  changeroit  point  la 
face  des  affaires:  a  quoi  Mr.  de  Bellievre 
repondit  d  un  fang  frotd  plus  digne  de  fa 

gravitQ 


[  63  ] 

gravity  qiie  de  la  quejlion,  qutl  ne  croyoit 
fas  que  cela  put  changer  autre  chofe  ■  que 
la  face  de  Mr.  d’Elbeuf. 

But  as  this  was  the  only  ftep  which 
they  propofed  to  take,  why  was  it  fo 
long  delayed  ?  The 
formations  had  been  received  by  them 
folong  ago  as  the  27th  of  Julyj  they 
could  fcarcely  be  ignorant  that,  in  po¬ 
pular  tumults,  an  immediate  execution 
of  authority  is  required,  and  that  dcLiy 
gives  to  them  confidence  and  ftrength  : 
in  this  exigence  therefore  no  degree  of 

delay  can  be  vindicated,  even  the  f - y 

does  not  attempt  to  vindicate,  he  dif- 
owns  it :  he  aflerted  in  public,  what 
he  has  written  in  his  letter  '  of  the  1 5th 
of  December,  1765,  that  liis  inftruc- 
tions  (dated  the  24th  of  October,  1765) 
<iverefent  on  the  fir  ft  notice  of  theje  dij- 
turbances  yet  it  is  proved  by  his  own 

evidence,  that  on  the  T.'qVcs  of  July, 
J761:,.  that  is  at  three  months  diftance 

I  2  from 
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from  that  time,  he  had  received  the 

Vtrgima  rejolutions,  that  daring  attack 
upon  the  conjlitution  of  this  country,  and 
intelligence  that  government  was  Jet  at 
open  defiance,  not  having  Jirength  in  her 
hands  to  enjorce  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
the  conmwiity . 


But  I  have  done  with  the  delay,  and 
the  denial  of  it;  this  delay  had  at  lead: 
given  him  time  to  form  a  plan  of  adion, 
•which  Ihould  be  extenfive  and  effedtuat 
when  he  fhould  begin  to  operate ;  he 
had  had  leifure  to  confider  the  particular 
Itate  of  every  province,  and  to  compare 
the  diforders  which  were  complained 
of,  with  the  refources  which  were  to  be 
found,  and  might  be  applied  in  each. 
In  fadi,  there  was  great  rcafon  for  an, 
attention  of  this  kind,  for  the  provinces 
were  known  to  be  in  very  different  fitu- 
ations ;  m  fome  the  mob  appeared  alone 
in  the  riots,  while  thofe  who  had  any 
tiling  to  rifque  in  the  conted,  contented 
themfelves  with  giving  to  them  con¬ 
cealed  encouragement ;  in  others,  the 

principal 
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principal  people  of  the  town  nvowed' 
the  utmoft  violences  ;  in  one  they  had 
not  yet  declared  their  refolution  of  free¬ 
ing  thenifelves  from  all  cuftom-houfc 
laws,  though  they  had  marked  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  for  deftrudlion  •,  in  another* 
they  already  refufed  to  pay  any  cuftome 
but  fuch  as  they  themfclves  iliould  re¬ 
gulate  the  payment  of:  the  riots  at 
Bofton  were  very  different  in  their  na¬ 
ture  and  purpofes  from  thofe  which  had 
lhaken  Rhode-ifland  j  the  Virginia  re- 
folutions  had  been,  and  were  the  alaritm- 
bell  to  the  difaffeSled,  calling  them  to  tu¬ 
mult  and  outrage ;  while  the  plan  of  a 
general  affembly  of  committees,  which 
had  proceeded  from  Maffachufet’s-bay, 
difcovered  more  of  a  regular  fyftem  of 
refiffcance.  The  refources  too  were  as 
different  as  the  difficulties  j  they  were 
to  be  drawn  from  the  particular  confli- 
tution  and  flrength  of  each  government, 
the  temper  of  the  people,  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  military  force,  and  a 
thoufand  other  circumflances,  of  which 
the  f - y  was  informed. 


The 
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The  public  will  j  udge  of  the  ability  -  [ 
Ihewn  by  him  in  adapting  the  inflruc—  ^ 

tions  and  afliftances  to  the  particular  ^ 

lituation  of  each  province,  when  they  ! 

find  that  the  letter  to  every  governor  on 
the  continent  and  in  the  ijlands,  except-  ^ 

ing  one,  is  exadlly  the  Jame  %  and  that  ' 

this  fame  letter,  like  Jack’s  parchment 
in  the  tale  of  a  tub,  ferves  too,  by  the 
alteration  of  a  very  few  fentences,  for 
I  military  orders  to  the  commander  in  chief 
cf  the  Brit  if  forces  in  America.  It  was 
not  poffible  that  diforders  fo  various  and  i 

fo  violent  could  be  remedied  by  one 
application  ^  and  the  preferibing  for 
diftempers  fo  very  different  the  fame 
inlipid  potion  of  warm  w'ater,  is  a 
pradtice  of  which  our  hate  Sangradds 
alone  were  capable.  In  the  letter  to 
the  governor  of  Malfachufet’s-bay  there 
is  indeed  fome  difference  ;  the  reader,  [ 

who  is  informed  that  the  projedl  of  a 
general  combination  of  Aruerica  took;  \ 

its  i 

i 
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_  * 

Its  rife  in  that  province,  immediately 
fuppofes  that  in  this  feparate  difpatch 
fome  Ipecial  inftrudtions  are  given  to 
prevent,  diffipate,  or  elude  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  meeting  ;  it  is  neceflary  to  • 
read  this  letter,  to  be  convinced  that 
in  it  no  notice  ■whatever  is  taken  of  the 
unprecedented,  unconditutional  and 
dangerous  defign. 

They  had,  at  the  time  when  this  let¬ 
ter  was  written,  received  the  fullefl 
and  mod;  authentic  intelligence,  that 
fome  of  the  fubjeds  of  England  had  re- 
fufed  obedience  to  an  adl  of  the  legifla- 
ture  ;  and  forced  the  officers  to  whom 
the  execution  of  it  in  America  was  en- 
trufted,  to  relign  their  polls.  To  be  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  the  means  ufed 
for  the  attainment  of  this  end  ;  to  judge, 
of  the  temper  of  the  colonics,  and  of 
the  Hate  of  government  in  them,  fee 
Appendix,  No.  12.  The  Hate  of  the 
matter  is  fo  exadly  deferibed,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  addreffed  to  Mr.  C - -y,  that  it  is 

here  referred  to,  though  it  was  not  re¬ 
ceived 
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Celved  till  four  days  after  the  date  of  Kla 
difpatch  j  becaufe  it  might,  and  ought 
to  have  been  feen  by  adminiftration,  in 
the  fame  light  in  which  it  was  by  the 
writer  of  this  letter.  It  appears  from 
thence  '  that  the  general  jcheme  concerted, 
throughout  America  was,  JirJi  by  menacct 
or  force,  to  oblige  the  famp-ojicers  to  re^ 
fgn  their  employments,  in  which  they  had 
generally  fucceeded ;  and  next  to  defroy  the 
famp-papers  upon  their  arrival ;  that, 
having  no  famps,  necejjity  might  be  an 
excufe for  the  dfpatch  of  bufmefs  without 
thetn ;  and  that  before  they  could  be  re~ 
placed,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of  the 
people,  with  addrefes  and  remonf  ranees 
from  the  affemblies,  might  procure  a  re¬ 
peal  of  the  alii. 

It  was  no  part  of  the  queflion,  whe¬ 
ther  the  miniftry  for  the  time  being 
approved  of  the  principles  and  purpofes 
of  that  a(fl  or  not.  The  power  of  judg¬ 
ing  whether  or  no  an  adt  of  parliament 

dial! 
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fliall  be  carried  into  execution,  Is  not 
by  the  conflitution  entrufled  to  any 
miniflry.  The  bill  of  rights,  as 
it  was  drawn  on  account  of  this  power 
ufurped  by  the  crown,  fo  it  is  mod  ex- 
prefs  againft  the  exertion  of  it.  The 
patriots  of  that  age  had  felt  the  extcn- 
live  effects  of  this  difpcnfing  power  j 
and  had  feen  it  bring  their  religion  and. 
liberties  into  the  mod  imminent  danger: 
to  prevent  therefore  the  podibilty  of 
any  future  miniders  being  fu  much 
warped  from  their  duty  as  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  the  law,  the  bill  of 
RIGHTS  declares,  that  i/j/s  pretended- 
power  of  fufpending  of  laws,  or  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  laws  by  regal  authority ,  without 
the  conjent  of  parliament ,  is  illegaL 

But  be  it  that  they  had  a  right  to, 
fufpend  the  execution  of  this  law,  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  approve  it ;  they 
were  apprized,  that  there  had  arifen  in 
America  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  the 
whole  fydem  of  cudom-houfe  lav/s,  an 
impatience  of  thofe  ties,  wlikh  even 

K  the 


[  ] 

the  inoft  partial  to  the  claims  of  the. 
colonies  mufl:  confefs  to  be  neceffary 
for  the  common  good ;  that  the  mer* 
chajits  ^  there  think  they  have  a  right  to 
every  freedom  of  trade,  which  the fuhjedls 
of  Grcat-Britam  now  enjoy :  a  freedom 
which  would  render  the  colonies  not 
only  of  no  benefit,  but  in  the  higheft 
degree  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  and 
welfare  of  their  mother-country.  This 
opinion,  and  they  did  not  content 
themfelves  with  the  bare  opinion,  made 
it  neceflary  to  fecure  the  colledion,  not 
of  a  new  and  internal,  but  of  old  exter¬ 
nal  duties,  which  had  ever  been  fub- 
mitted  to,  and  conftantly  though  imper- 
fedtly  collefted;  and  to  eftablifli  the 
great  ad:  of  navigation ;  which  was  the 
effed  of  wife  and  extenfivc  policy,  gave 
the  deepeft  wound  to  the  trade  *  and 
power  of  Holland,  and  acquired  to 
England  the  maritime  empire  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

But 

See  letter  to  Mr.  C - - -y,  dated  November  7, 
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But  be  it,  that  the  laws  of  the  cuf- 
toms  too  were  to  be  difpenfed  with  ; 
granting  that  they  were  all  repealed  by 
that  voice,  and  at  that  moment  when 
it  was  declared,  that  the  fahation  of 
Great-Britain  depended  on  a  total  repeal 
of  all  ctifom-hoife  laws,  and  the  univerfal 
extenfon  of  the  laws  of  excije,  and  there¬ 
fore  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
adminiflration  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  them ;  ftill  there  remained  the 
Urongeft  reafons  for  a  fpcedy  and  vigo¬ 
rous  interpofition  :  the  Englilh  govern¬ 
ment  in  America  was  weak,  precarious, 
unable  to  fecure  the  execution  cf  the  com- 
mon  laws  of  peace  and  good  order,  infultcd, 
defied.  Thefe  diforders,  fo  di (graceful 
in  themfelvcs,  fo  dangerous  in  their 
confequences,  required  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  and  effeiAually  controlled ;  and 
would  have  been  controlled  by  any  mi¬ 
ni  fters  but  thofe  quibus  patrice  falus  Gt 
dmiitas  pojicrior  fud  dominatione  &  do¬ 
me  jl  ids  commodus  fint. 

The  ftamp-adt  was  avowedly  rejefl- 
ed,  the  cuftom-houfc  laws  openly  vlo- 

^  2  latcd. 


4 


[  72  ] 

lated,  the  oflicers  menaced,  infulted 
and  Ipoiled,  the  oftenders  unpuniihed,' 
and  government  diffolved.  Read  now 
the  difpatch  of  the  24th  of  Odober ", 

which  was  to  contain  the  f - y’s  ful- 

lefl  inftrudions  ^  you  will  not  Vmd  in 
it  any  indrudions  whatever;  atthisdif- 
tance^  he  does  not  think  it  poffi/de  to  ght 
pojitive  mjlruSiions  to  the  officers,  not 
even  inltrud-ons  to  obey  and  to  enforce 
the  laws  of  their  country.  This  duty, 
which  fhould  have  been  the  frft  objed 
of  his  care  and  diredions  is  entirely 
omitted  j  the  utmod  vigour  which  he 
recommends  rifes  no  higher  than  to  re¬ 
fell  aSls  of  outrage,  not  to  punilh  them, 
or  to  maintain  and  execute  the  laws  of 
England,  But  even  this  degree  of  ex¬ 
ertion  is  not  to  be  reforted  to  till  the 
•lafl  extremity  5  lenient  and  perjuoeyive 
methods y  the  iitmoji  lenity^  thefe  are  the 
arms  which  he  directs  the  governors 
and  the  commander  in  chief  to  oppofe 
to  the  revolt  which  he  faw  fo  uni- 


verfal, 

”  See  Appendix^  No.  4, 
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■  He  had  been  repeatedly  informed  that 
the  fchemes  of  independence  were  form¬ 
ed  ajid  guided  by  the  lawyers,  and Jupported 
by  the  principals  of  the  provinces  ° but 
as  this  encreafed  the  danger  of  the  infur- 
reflions,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  inter- 
pofition,  he  contradids  without  hefita- 
tion  the  intelligence  in  his  hands,  and 
hopes  and  expects  (which  words  if  they  can 
mean  any  thing  as  applied  to  a  thing  pall 
mull  mean  believes )  that  this  rejijiance 
to  the  authority  of  the  mother-country, 
can  only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  People.  Inllead 

of 

®  To  the  other  proofs  of  this  add  the  following- 

cxtradl  of  a  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December, 

*21,  1765,  and  therefore  fubfequent  to  his  letter. 

The  lawyers  are  the  fource  from  whence  the  cla¬ 
mours  have  flowed  in  every  province.  In  this  pro¬ 
vince  nothing  publick  is  tranfadted  without  them, 
and  it  is  to  be  wiflied  that  even  the  bench  was  free 
from  blame.  The  whole  body  of  merchants  in  f>-c- 
neral,  aflTembly-men,  magiftrates,  &c.  have  been, 
united  in  this  plan  of  riots,  and  without  the  influence 
and  inftigation  of  thefe,  the  inferior  people  would 
have  been  quiet:  very  great  pains  were  taken  to 
rouze  them  before  they  ftirred. 

-  See  too  a  curious  paper  in  Appendix,  No.  n. 
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of  that  tone  of  authority  which  alone 
can  enforce  obedience  of  thofe  orders 
and  diredlions  which  the  dangerous  litua- 
tion  of  America,  and  the  requeftsof  the 
officers  there  called  for,  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  let  ters  is  languor  and  debility ; 
it  is  true  that  fuch  vague  and  general 
exprellions  are  ufed,  as  leave  the  writer 
at  liberty  to  own  or  to  difavow  the  mea- 
fures  which  flaall  be  perfued  after  the 
receipt  of  the  letter ;  to  divide  with 
or  take  from  the  officers  to  whom  it 
was  addrelTed,  the  reputation  of  their 
fuccefs ;  or  to  turn  on  them  alone  the 
odium  of  a  mifearriage ;  and  fuch  quali- 
fyingwords  intermixed,  as  by  a  cautious 
liand  are  ever  ufed  to  prevent  if  poffible 
any  parliamentary  danger  ;  but  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  read  it  without  feeing  that 
the  intent  is  rather  to  check,  than 
to  excite  the  ardour  of  the  officers  of 
the  crown  ;  not  to  quell  the  riots  of 
which  he  faw  the  tendency,  but  to  elude 
any  operations  which  might  difeourage 
thofe  diflurbances  by  which  he  meant  to 
profit.  If  this  purpofe  was  lefs  evident 

thaa 
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than  it  Is  in  his  difpatches,  it  is  put  out 
of  doubt  by  the  declaration  which 
the  fame  officer  Is  fald  to  have  made, 
that  he  would  fooner  cut  off  his  right-hand 
than  order  troops  to  march  to  fupprefs  this 
claim  of  freedom.  His  letter  is  perfedtiy 
confiftent  with  his  declaration;  and  tho’ 
we  lament  that  his  conduit  has  loft  to 
Great-Britain  the  hands  of  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  America,  yet  we  muft  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  right-hand  of  that 
right  honourable  Gentleman  is  perfedlly 
fafe. 


To  be  convinced  of  the  evil  effedts 
which  thefe  his  dilfertations  upon  pru¬ 
dence  and  levity  muft  have  had  in  the 
midft  of  fo  much  tumult,  let  us  fuppofe 
for  a  moment  that  the  procraftinating 

f - y  had  ftill  procrallinated ;  even 

his  delay  or  his  negledt  would  have  been 
lefs  pernicious  to  his  country  than  dif¬ 
patches  of  fo  much  Caution.  The 
officers  in  America  might  ftill  have 

hoped 
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hoped,  that  their  obedience  to'  the  laws 
of  England,  amidft  the  general  contempt 
of  them,  would  be  efteemed  a  iervice,i 
and  receive  encouragement  and  fupporti 
they  might  have  continued  to  encourage 
the  loyal,  and  to  check  the  violence  of 
the  rebellious,  by  turning  the  eyes  of 
both  towards  Great  Britain^  who  would 
reward  her  friends,  chaftife  her  foes, 
and  vindicate  her  juft  authority.  The 
arrival  of  the  pacquet  deprived  them 
even  of  this  refource  :  They  faw  the 
minifters  in  England  either  too  timid  to 
enforce  the  law,  or  determined  to  fuf- 
pend  and  repeal  it  j  and  they  faw  there¬ 
fore  the  folly  of  expofing  themfelves  to 
the  fury  of  an  enraged  people,  in  fupport 
of  an  adt  which  the  adminiftration  did 
not  intend  to  execute.  If  thefe  obvious 
reflexions  did  not  immediately  occur 
to  the  officers  themfelves,  they  were 
however  foon  fuggefted  to  them  by  the 
oppofers  of  the  adt;  for  the  Americans 
faw  this  condudl  in  its  true  light;  in  that 

in  which  the  f - y  muft  have  wifhed 

them  to  fee  it :  They  had  formed  hopes 
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of  it  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  of 
his  promotion;  they  exprefs  them  thus’, 
it  may  be  worth  the  ferious  conjideration 
of  thofe  who  would  oficioufy  endeavour  to 
enfave  their  eomttrymen,  to  enforce  it 
( the  famp-adi)  whether  they  will  not  be 
more  likely  to  receive  the  frowns,  than  the 
fmiles  of  their  fuperiors,  for  their  aSlivity 
in  fo  odious  an  ofice. 

When  therefore  the  difobedient  faw 
thefe  expedlations  anfwered  by  the 
f  — '  ■  y’s  difpatch,  they,  who  had  no 
relbraint  upon  them  but  the  fear  of 
•Englifh  difpleafure,  were  convinced  too 
by  thefe  letters  that  they  might  offend 
with  impunity ;  when  they  faw  a  total 
annihilation  of  government  fubmitted 
to,  and  an  avowed  and  violent  refiftance 
to  the  Englifh  parliament  calling  forth 
the  utmof  lenity,  they  perceived  that 
the  miniftry,  though  they  did  not  yet 
venture  to  avow,  did  however  approve 
.their  proceedings;  that  they  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  from  their  difpleafure,  or 

L  from 
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from  fhcir  orders,  without.  wMcfii  fio 
American  officer  would  take  any  deci- 
five  ftep  }  and  they  received  from  hence 
that  kind  and  that  degree  of  encourage¬ 
ment  which  nothing  elfe  could  have 
given  to  them. 

The  intentions  of  the  niinilfry  arc- 
proved,  not  only  by  the  fteps  which 
they  did  take,  but  alfo  from  their  neg¬ 
lect  of  thofe  which  they  ought  to  have 
taken.  It  is  not  always  juft  to  argue  a  cri¬ 
minality  of  this  kind  from  an  dmiffion, 
but  it  is  impoffible  not  to  deduce  it  in 
this  cafe  j  becaufe  the  omiffion  was  that 
of  a  ftcp  which  the  importance  of  the 
obje<ft,  the  requifitions  of  the  American 
officers,  and  the  reprefentatidns  of  the 
Board  of  T rade  had  fhewn  them  to  be 
neccflary,  and  which  they  had  confefled 
to  be  fo  in  their  owK  report. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  let  us  fup- 
pofe  that  every  thing  hitherto  had  been 
Well  condudted ;  let  us  grant,  that  on 
the  1 4th  of  September  the  f— ^ — y  could 

not 
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not  even  guefs  what  he  fliould  deter- 
« 

mine  on  the  3d  of  October,  concerning 
a  matter,  on  which  he  had  had  the 
time  pafled  fince  the  27th  of  July  to 
meditate  ;  and  therefore  that  he  aded 
with  all  polTible  vigour  as  well  as  cau¬ 
tion,  when,  after  an  interval  of  more, 
than  fix  weeks,  he  referred  the  officers 
in  America  to  a  future  decifion  of  the 
privy  council  for  their  inftrudlions  ;  let 
us  imagine  too,  that  till  the  3d  of  Oc¬ 
tober  he  thought  fo  lightly  of  the  privy 
council,  as  to  expedt  that  they  would 
decide  on  a  matter  too  high  for  their 
deliberation  ;  and  that  he  did  not  know 
that  it  was  neither  his  nor  their  province 
to  debate  upon  the  propriety  of  laws, 
but  that  it  was  his  duty  to  addrefs  him- 
felf  to  the  execution  of  them.  At  lead, 
by  the  report  of  the  privy  council  made 
on  that  day,  his  uncertainties  mud  have 
been  removed  j  they  were  removed  ;  he 
himfelf  joins  at  lead  in  that  report 
which  declares  that,  this  matter  is  pro- 
per  only  for  the  confideration  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  There  never  had  arifen  a  point 

L  2  which 
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which,  from  its  importance  both  in  it- 
iclf  and  in  its  confequences,  called  more 
loudly  for  the  intervention  of  that  af-  ’ 
fembly :  the  fupport  which  might  be 
claimed  from  near  two  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  was  to  be  determined  by  it ;  and 
the  queftion  whether  Great-Britain  has 
a  right  to  the  obedience  of  her  colonies, 
was  involved  in  the  decilion. 

This  report  had  been  made  on  the  3d 
of  Odtober  ;  by  the  8th  of  that  month 
the  adminifiration  had  authentic  and 
particular  intelligence,  that  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  refiftance  and  independence, 
which  had  been  unchecked,  had  pro¬ 
duced  their  natural  confequences,  tu¬ 
mult  and  rebellion.  What  now  does 
the  reaaer  expedl  from  a  miniftry,  which 
doubtful  in  itfelf,  and  looking  round 
for  diredtion,  had  not  hitherto  been  able 
to  receive  any,  but  that  they  Ihould 
immediately  have  had  recourfe  to  that 
council  for  which  no  matter  is  too  high; 
from  which  the  repeal  of  ^very  law 
found  inexpedient  is  to  lake  its  rife,  the 

authority 
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authority  of  which  would  fecure  obe¬ 
dience  to  it  till  the  propriety  of  the  re¬ 
peal  had  been  confidcred,  and  to  which 
the  reprefentation  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  their  o%vn  report  referred  them  ? 
The  great  council  of  the  kingdom  ?  He 
expedls  to  fee  a  proclamation,  dated  on 
the  9th  of  Odlober,  wliich  would  have 
alTembled  the  parliament  by  the  latter 
end  of  November.  An  immediate  call 
of  the  fenate  was  the  more  neceffarv, 
becaufe  it  was  I'eafonable  to  expedl  that 
the  difeuffion  of  fo  important  a  fubjedt 
would  employ  fome  time  j  the  adminif- 
tration  could  not  be  ajjiired  that  the  par¬ 
liament,  which  had  been  almoft  una¬ 
nimous  in  approving  the  principles,  and 
enadting  the  claufes  of  the  ftamp-adt, 
would  immediately  and  without  hefita- 
tion  confent  to  the  repeal  of  it.  The 
fadl  is,  that  fixteen  days  after  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  miniftry, 
in  fpite  of  the  call  from  the  dillrefs  of 
a  whole  continent,  from  their  own  neo:- 

o 

left,  from  their  own  acknowledormcnts, 
^dvifed  the  k — g  to  prorogue  the  par¬ 
liament  i 
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llament ;  it  was  prorogued  on  the  24th 
of  Odtober,  and  on  th-e  very  fame  day 
on  which  they  betrayed  the  empire  of 
Great-Britain,  by  the  timid  duplicity 
of  the  inftrudlions  fcnt  abroad,  they  de^ 
prived  her  too  of  the  ailiftance  which 
might  have  been  received  from  more 
vigorous  counfels  at  home, 

A  condudl  which  can  be  accounted 
for  only  by  one  motive ;  they  had  re- 
folved  from  fpleen,  fadtion,  jealoufy, 
or  refentment  to  repeal  an  a<£t,  the  fuc- 
cefs  and  good  effects  of  which  would 
ilill  have  encreafed  the  reputation  of  the 
minifter  who  planned  it ;  they  feared 
that  the  authority  and  the  wifdom  of 
parliament  would  be  able  even  yet  to 
check  the  i*ebellion  of  the  provinces, 
and  enforce  the  law  ^  they  wiflaed  this 
rebellion  fhould  gain  flrength,  that  they 
might  apply  to  the  fears  of  thofe,  whofc 
reafon  they  could  not  hope  to  convince  ; 
they  facrificed  to  thefe  views  the  perma¬ 
nent  interefts  and  honour  of  the  Hate, 
and  encouraged  by  their  connivance, 

and 
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?nd  by  the  prorogation  of  the  parlla’^ 
ment,  that  refiftance  and  thofe  tumults, 
which  they  meant  to  apply  to  their  own 
factious  purpofes. 

Unhappily  for  the  public,  thefe  de- 
figns  were  but  too  fuccefsful ;  the  riots 
in  America  became  more  general,  and 
more  dangerous  ;  it  will  appear  by  the 
intelligence  fubfequent  to  this  period, 
of  which  I  fhall  now  ftate  fome  part,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  order  of  time 
in  which  it  is  dated,  that  even  their 
wiflies  could  not  form  a  fcene  of  greater 
anarchy  than  their  conduct  had  produced 
in  America;  that  they  were  informed 
very  minutely  of  a  total  dillblutlon  of 
every  part  of  government,  and  that  al- 

I 

though  the  ftamp-act  was  the  pretext, 
yet  the  caufes  and  the  objects  of  their 
refen  tment  were  alfo  the  reftraints  on 
their  trade,  and  their  fubjection  to 
Great-Britain :  thefe  were  really  felt, 
while  the  ftamp-act,  which  was  formed 
to  execute  itfelf,  which  affected  fcarcely 
any  but  thoie  of  whofe  ability  the  very 

payment 
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payment  was  a  proof,  which  was  con- 
fcffed  by  the  Americans  to  be  the  moft 
eligible  of  all  the  taxes  which  could  be 
impofed,  and  which,  as  it  had  not  been 
executed,  could  not  yet  have  been  op- 

preffive,  was  only  the  occalion  of  thefe 
infurrections. 

^his  opportunity  was  taken  (fays  the 
writer  of  a  letter  from  America)  t9 
JJocio  their  refentment  to  e’very  officer  un¬ 
der  the  crown  and  particularly  to  the 
officers  of  the  ciifoms  in  this  port ;  with 
whom  they  had  been  a7id  fill  continue  to 
he  much  difpleafed,  for  their  vigilance  in 
putting  the  adls  oj  trade  in  force,  and 
endeavouring  to  prevent  abifes  of  the 

fame.  A  letter  to  the  f - y  has  th^ 

palfage  T'he  country  has  grown  more 
and  more  enflamed  every  where  have  been 
heard  loud  declarations  that  they  would 
not  fubmit  to  the  famp-abl  upon  any  ac¬ 
count, 

'  See  letter  to  commifHoners  of  cuftoms,  dated 
September  7,  1765. 

‘  See  letter  to  Mr.  Conway,  dated  Sepembef  28, 
1765,  received  November  4. 
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'count,  or  in  any  injiance.—l  obfer'ued  that 
the  violences  of  the  mob  had  inthnidated 
fame  of  the  bef  people  in  the  province,  and 
left  the  caufe  of  the  king  and  parliament 
alm  'ojl  without  an  advocate. 

It  is  apparent,  from  their  proceedings  % 
that  there  is  among  them  an  intention  and 
an  expectation  of  improving  the  prefe7it  iU 
humour  of  the  people  into  an  aCiual  breach 
with  Great-Britain  ;  or  at  leaf  of  gain^ 
ing  fuch  a  triumph  over  Great-Britain, 
by  obliging  her  to  repeal  this  law  under 
an  actual  reffance  of  it,  as  to  make  heir 
authority  contemptible  hereafter. 

The  fleps  they  took  for  tills  piirpoie* 
in  one  of  the  provinces,  were  ihefe ; 
‘  One  and  all  cried  out,  let  us  fee  who  will 
dare  put  the  aCt  in  execution,  upon  the 
governor’ s  appointment  i  we  will  take 
care  of  that  i, 

U  In 

*  See  letter  toMh  Pownall^  dated  Oflober  1,1765^ 

■  See  letter  to  the  commiiliohers  of  ftatnps  dated 
©(ftobcr  12,  1765^ 


In  another  government  this  paper 
was  pailcd  up  at  the  door  of  every  pub¬ 
lic  ofiice,  and  at  the  corners  .of  the  • 
ilreets ; 

Pro  Patrid. 

Phe  firj}  7nan  that  either  dijlributes,  or 
maizes  lye  of  famped  papery  let  him  take 
care  oj  his  honfcy  perfoa  and  efePts. 

IV ^  dare.  Vox  Populi. 

I  Jloall  conclude  (fays  an  intelligent 
writer "')  'ivith  the  following  obfervation^ 
that  if  Great-Britain  ca?i  or  will  fuffer 

ch  conduct  in  her' colonies  to  pafs  un- 
punifed,  a  man  need  not  be  a  prophet  y  or 
the  fon  of  a  prophet,  to  fee  clearly,  that 
her  empire  in  North- America  is  at  an 
end. 

>  1 

Put  whether  his  Majefy  ^  and  his  mintf 

tens  can  or  will  wink  at  and  overlook  thefe 
tnfults  and  outragesy  and  permit'  their 

*  colonifs' 

^  See  letter  to  commiiTioners  of  ftamps^  dated 
October  i2y  ij6^, 

^  See  letter  to  commiiTioners  of  ftanipsV  dated 
November  2 j  17653-' 
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tolonijis  to  refufe  obedience'  to-  an 
of  parliament  y  and  alfo'to  declare  it  illc^ 
gal ' and  uncojiftitutionaly  the  writer  does 
not  determine, 

•  Britain  (fays  the  fame  correfpondent, 
in  the  fame  letter)  7mijl  frfi  deterrnmc^ 
whether  Jhe  is  to  govern  or  not  ^  and 
whether  jhe  will  permit  us  to  put  owf elves 
under  the  protedlion  oj  France  or  Spain  > 
as  ?7iany  upon  the  continent  declare  they 
will  ward  off  the  fiamp--adt  until  they  can 
get  France  or  Spain  to  proteSl  them, — Fhe^ 
iffue  of  this  aSl  will  abfolutely  determine 
Britain  s  fovereignty  in  A?nerica for  if 
by  thefe  rebellious  methods  we  can  get  this 
act  repealed^  I  doubt  not  but  fo?ne  of  7ny 
children  will  live  to  fee  a  duty  laid  by  tide- 
Americans  on  fome' things  imported  from 
Great-Britahis 

•  •  *  « 

A  perfon  very  well  informed,  and 
very  capable  of  judging,  writes  thus  ; 

Ton  may  imagine  that  the  popular  party 

"  M  2  is 

♦ 

y  See  a  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Novem- 
Uer  3O5  1765. 
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is  greatly  elated  with  this  accejjlon  of  - 
Jirength,  founded  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
power  of  government.  Some  of  them  talk 

of  it  ‘With  an  indifcretion  that  is  amazingf 
as  ij  this  town  'was  to  remain  for  ever  in-, 
dependent  oj  the  king’s  government .  One 
fays,  there  has.  not  been  enough  done ;  there 
wants  more  correBior. :  another  fays,  let 
tis  fee  now  who  will  Jetze  merchants  goods’, 
what  judge  will  condemn  them  j  what 
court  will  dare  to  grant  writs  of  ajjijiance 
now.  Others  talk  as  familiarly  of  turn¬ 
ing  out  the  governor,  for  adhering  to  the 
king  and  parliament,  as  they  could  do  at 
'^hode-ifland  or  ConneBicut. 

"Tbe  ^  leaders  or  conduBors  of  the  moh 
had  offered  to  take  any  kind  of  goods,  liable 
tofeizure,  under  their  proteBion  -,  and 
bid  defiance  to  the  officers  of  the  cufioms, 

fhey^hadfurroimded  the  cufiom-houfe, 
and  demanded  the  perfons  of  the  coJleBop 
and  comptroller. 

The 

*  See  letter  to  commiflioners  of  cufioms,  dateil 
September  7,  176.5. 

?  See  advertifement,  dat^  September  2,'  1765, 
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The  riot  raifed  on  the  ifl  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  in  New- York,  was  fo  unprovoked, 
ind,  in  its  confequences,  fo  dangerous  a 
defiance  and  attack  on  government,  that 
the  account  which  was  publifhed  of  it 
by  themfelves  is  printed  in  the  Appen¬ 
dix.  See  Appendix,  No.  13. 

In  this  riot  the  lieutenant-governor 
had  been  abufed,  infulted,  and  plun¬ 
dered ;  and  major  James,  after  fuffer- 
ing  the  fame  violences,  had  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  their 
fury,  by  taking  refuge  onboard  a  fhip, 
and  to  leave  a  country,  in  which  no  ob- 
jeSlion  could  be  made  to  him,  but  his  dar¬ 
ing  to  put  the  king’s  fort  into  a  fate  of 
defence  againft  the  fovereign  lords  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as  they  fyled  themfelves ;  and  for 
•which  offence  they  refolved  to  make  him  an 
(xample  of  their  difpleafure. 


But  (fays  a  correfpondent,  '  fpeaking 
of  a  recent  riot)  it  was  dejigned  as  an 

infult 

*  5ee  letter  to  Mr.  C - y,  dated  December 

1765- 

‘See  letter  to  Mr.  C 


•y,  dated  December 
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infult  upon  the  king’s  authority,  as  a  ter¬ 
ror  to  the  king’ s  officers,  and  to  ffiew  that 
t hey  were  nothing  in  the  eyes  or  the  hands 
of  the  people. 

The  Jlate  and  anarchy  and  confufion 
we  are  now  in  (fays  a  writer  well  qua¬ 
lified  to  judge)  is  beyond  defer ipt ion  •, 
every  thing  being  under  the  power  of  the 
people,  who  undertake  to  govern  in  all 
cafes,  and  regulate  all  public  affairs. — I 
BELIEVE  '  THEY  THINK  THE  MOST 
EFFECTUAL  WAY  TO  GET  THE  ACT 
REPEALED,  IS  TO  INSULT  THE  AU¬ 
THORITY  THAT  MADE  IT. 

Alarming  and  rebellious  as  this  con- 
dud:  appears,  the  danger  of  it,  and  the 
importance  of  checking  it,  was  ftill  in-- 
creafed  by  the  principles  which  pro¬ 
duced  and  accompanied  it :  thefe  may 
be  found  in  the  popular  publications  in 
America,  with  regard  to  Great-Britain, 
which  is  deferibed  in  one  of  them '  as 

.  Cl 

^  See  letter  to  commilHoners  of  ilamps,  dated  Do-* 
cember  3,  1765. 

•  Providence  GazettCj  AugruT;  245  1765* 
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n  mother-country y  who^  in  their Jlnpidity^ 

have  jtidged  h  criminal  for  ns  to  become 

our  ovfn  ?namifaSlurers. 

'  \ 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  political  prin- 
dpi  es  which  they  contained  and  dif- 
perfed  h  The  public  faith  of  the  nation, 
in  iv/jich  till  now  we  thought  we  might 
fecurely  confde,  is  violated,  and  we  rob~ 
bed  of  our  dearefi  rights,  by  the  late  law 
eredling  a flamp-ofice  among  us. — Let  us 
boldly  deny  all fuch  ufurped jurifdiction  (it 
is  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  Britilla  parlia¬ 
ment  of  which  he  {peaks)  we  owe  them 
no' more  fubjecthn,  in  this  refpect,  than 
the  Divan  of  Confantinople. — The  true 
lovers  of  liberty',  who  deteft  and  abhor  the 
f  amp -act  from  principle,  and  a  certain 
knowledge  of'  their  rights  violated  by  that 
(iCt. — yin  act  illegally  obtruded  upon  'us  to 
deprive  us  of  our  mof  facred  rights,  and 
change  our  freedom  to  favery,  by  a  legi- 
fature  who  has  no  lawjul  authority  over 
— But  how  came  the  Englijh  parlia¬ 
ment  by  fuch  a  right  over  us  f — Their 

power 

t  Conftitutional  Courant,  No,  i. 
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fewer  (with  regard  to  liberty  and  pro- 
perty)  is  purely  local.— Heaven  defend  us 
from  fucb  reprefentatives. — They  have 
taken  upon  them  to  deprive  us  of  oud 
right Sy  ’which  are  not  under  their  jurif^ 
diSlion. 

Thefe  and  the  like  principles,  which 
were  conftantly  publilhed  ®  to  ferve  the 
purpofe  of  exciting  the  people  to  difobedience 
of  the  lawsy  and  to  feditiont  were  not 
the  produ<Sions  of  the  lower  and  more 
ignorant  of  the  people y  but,  as  a  perfon^ 
who  knew  the  charadters  of  the  men* 

informed  Mr.  C - y,  ^fome  of  the 

viofl  popular  lawyers  are  the  authors  of 
thefe  feditious  papers -y  and  have  been 
countenanced  by  fome  of  the  judgesy  and 
others  of  the  highejl  truji  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

Indeed  the  influence  and  fupport  of 
the  writers  was  fo  extenfive,  that  the 

council 

«  See  letter  to  Mr.  C-^' - y,  dated  September  23* 

1765.  received  Odlober  28. 

*“  See  the  fame  letter. 
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council  of  the  province  agreed  ‘  'That  it 
•was  not  a  proper  time  to  projecute  the 
printers  and  piibliJJoers  of  thefe  J editions  ■ 
papers ;  the  Attorney  General  likewife 
not  thinking  himfelj  fafe  to  commence  any 
fnch  profeciiiion . 

But  thefe  principles  were  not  confined 
to  particular  perfons,  the  general  illem- 
bly  of  Maffachufet’s-bay  had  actually 
prepared  a  bill  enadling,  That  it  jLall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  do  bufnejs  without, 
ftanips,  the  aSi  of  parliament  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwit  hjlanding. 

The  people  of  ConneSiicut,  (fays  a  cor- 
relpondcnt  *  of  IVlr.  C  -  ■  ■  - y’s)  'who  are 
embodied  inform,  have  declared  publicly, 
that  all  power  is  from  the  people-,  that  it  is 
granted  with  certain  bounds,  that  if  thofe 
bounds  are  exceeded,  ptjwer  devolves  to 

N  the 

*  See  letter  to  Mr.  C— y,  dated  September  2J, 
1765.  received  Oiflober  28. 

See  letter  to  Mr.  Pownaii,  dated  Odtober  26, 
1765. 

See  letter  to  Mr.  C- — y,  dated  Llecernber  iq, 
1765. 
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the  people ;  that  where  there  is  no  other 
redrcjs,  as  in  the  Jlamp-aSl,  the  people 
Jlsould  rejume  their  power ;  therefore  they 
recommend,  with  threats  againjl  difobe- 
dience,  that  the  public  officers  ffiould  pro-, 
ceed  in  their  bufmefs  without  Jiamps :  this 
is  a  formal  rejumption  of  government  by 
the  people. 

The  afTembly  of  New  Jerfey  refolved, 
nem.  con.  “  Hhat  all  fupplies  being  free 
gifts }  for  the  people  oj  Great^Britain  to 
grant  to  his  Majefy  the  property  of  the 
people  of  this  colony,  without  their  own 
conjent,  and  being  reprefented,  would  be 
unreafonable ;  and  render  ufelefs  legifa^ 
tion  in  this  colony,  in  the  mojl  effiential 
point. 

Among  the  votes  of  the  affembly  of 
Ncv/ York  flands  the  following;  Re~ 
folved,  nem,  con.  float  it  involves  the 

greatef 

”  See  extract  from  Votes  of  Affembly  of  New 
Jerfey,  November  30,  1765. 

”  See  e.xtradl  from  Votes  of  Affembly  of  NeW 
York. 
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greateji  tnconfijlency  with  the  kno’i&n  prin-' 
ciples  of  the  Englijh  confitutmi,  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  honourable  Ploufe  of  Cofji- 
mons  of  Great-Britain,  can,  without  di- 
‘oeftng  the  inhabitants  of  this  colojiy  of 
their  moft  effential  rights,  grant  to  the 
crown,  their,  or  any  part  of  their  efates, 
for  any  purpofe  whatfoever. 

Each  of  thefe  refolutions  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  others  of  the  fame  nature 
and  tendency,  which  Were  defigned  to 
eftablifh  the  claim  of  an  abfolute  inde¬ 
pendence  on  the  Britifli  parliament. 
That  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  the  fpirit  and  purpofe  of  them,  thofe 
of  Philadelphia  are  printed  more  at 
length  in  the  Appendix.  See  Appen- 
■  dix,  No.  14. 

It  was  to  enable  them  to  maintain 
this  independence,  that  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed,  illegal  and  dangerous  meeting  of 
committees  from  all  the  provinces  was 
aflembled  at  New  York,  to  enable  them, 
in  their  own  exprelhon,  to  become  a 

N  2  bundle 


[  9^  J 

bundle  of  fkks,  which  can  neither  he 
bent  nor  broken.  Other  pretences  were 
given  to  this  affembly,  but  its  tendency, 
and  the  fpirit  of  thofe  who  compofed  it, 
are  thus  defcribed  by  a  very  judicious 
hand ;  “  ‘They  are  of  'various  characters 
and  opinions,  but  it  is  to  be  feared,  in 
general,  that  the  fpirit  of  Democracy  is 
frong  among  them.  The  quefion  is  not 
of  the  inexpediency  of  the  fanip-aCi  •,  or 
of  the  inability  of  the  colonies  to  pay  the 
tax ;  but  that  it  is  uncorf  itutional,  and 
contrary  to  their  rights  3  fupporting  the 
independency  of  the  provinces  3  and  not  to 
be  fubjeCl  to  the  legiflative  power  of  Great- 
Britain. 

There  was  no  flep  which  required 
more  the  interpofition  of  government 
than  this :  if  the  other  inftances  of  their 
feditious  temper  might  be  called  fudden 
tumults,  which  built  on  no  premedi¬ 
tated  defign,  and  directed  only  to  tem¬ 
porary  purpofes,  might  ceafe  with  the 

prefent 

0  See  letter  to  Mr.  C— — y,  dated  November  12, 
1765. 
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prefent  frenzy,  and  leave  their  traces 
only  in  the  devaftation  they  had  com¬ 
mitted  ;  this  was  more  hoftile  in  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  implied  more  of  a  deep  and 
dangerous  fpirit  of  determined  revolt, 
and  by  the  very  precedent  left  the  moft 
alarming  confequences  :  and  yet  al¬ 
though  the  nature,  defign,  and  confe¬ 
quences  of  this  meeting,  were  repeatedly 
and  by  various  hands'  pointed  out  to 
them,  the  adminiftration  obferved,  du¬ 
ring  this  whole  proceeding,  a  total  li- 
lence ;  and  left  the  Americans  unre- 
ftrained  to  form  a  general  congrefs, 
which,  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  na¬ 
tional,  as  the  feveral  alfemblies  bore  of 
a  provincial  reprefen tative,  might  turn, 
the  eyes,  affedlions  and  refpedls  of  the 
colonift's  from  the  legillature  of  Great- 
Britain  to  this  American  parliament. 

Even  the  laft  flep  of  formed  and 
avowed  rebellion  was  ventured  on  by 
them ;  that  of  railing  a  regular  body 
of  forces  to  be  oppofed  to  thofe  which 
England  might  employ. 


In 
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In  this  town  (fays  a  ’’  perfdn  on  the 
fpot)  all  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
people-,  out  of  which,  under  pretence  of 
uniting  two  parties  in  the  towny  are 
formed  two  companiesy  under  two  profejl 
captains  ;  who  are  f aid  to  be  able  to  muf 
ter  400  men  on  a  Jhort  warning.  2" wo  or 
three  gentlemen  of  fortune  profefs  to  have 
the  command  of  thefe  bands y  and  it  is  hoped 
they  have 'y  as  the  governor  (whofe  au¬ 
thority  could  not  command  ten  men) 
and  every  other  officer  of  the  crown  lie  at 
their  mercy. 

Ten  daysy  dr  more^  (fays  the  writer  ** 
of  a  very  circumdiantial  account  of  this 
dangerous  confederacy)  before  the  lajl 
^th  f  iTovembery  two  gentlemeUy  called 
the  riche  ft  merchants  in  this  town,  enter-^ 
tabled  the  principal  men  of  thefe  partiesy 
and  reconciled  them  to  one  another y  for 
other  purpofes  I  fear  than  burning  a  pope* 

' — Thus 

f  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
3c,  1765. 

9  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
26,  1765. 
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^—Thiis  was  celebrated  the  union  b'etween 
thefe  two  bands,  who  ( at  a  time  when 
the  militia  have  refufed  to  obey  the  captain 
general,  and  it  has  been  /aid  pubiiciy,  at 
a  town-meeting,  that  they  were  not  obliged 
to  obey  him )  a.re  faid  to  be  well  trained, 
and  ready  to  obey  orders  upon  proper  occa-r 
lions,. 


Such  was  the  ftate  of  government 
in  the  American  provinces  •, 

If  foape  it  might  he  called,  which  JJjape  had  none 
Ilifivigiiijhable  in  member,  joint  or  limb ; 

Qr  fubjlance  might  be  called  that  JJeadow  feemed ; 

An  exigence  in  which  the  fulleft  and 
moft  .particular  indrudiions,  and  the 
warmeft  encouragements,  w’ere  necef- 
fary  to  direft  and  affift  the  officers  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty  :  an  af- 
liftance  and  encouragement  towards 
which  they  were  ever  turning  their  eyes 
and  hopes,  and  ever  in  vain.  P'or  with 
regard  to  tlie  execution  of  tire  particular 
in  queftion,  the  miniflry  fo  little 

intended 

I*  • 
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intended  it,  that  they  did  not  even  fend 
the  common  directions  for  that  purpofe  j 
or  even  copies  of  the  aCt. 


The  complaints  of  this  negleCl  are 
very  numerous,  and  from  different  quar¬ 
ters.  I  enclofe  here%vtth  (fays  an  offi-- 
cer  ')  a  certificate  of  my  having  taken  the 
oath  required  by  the  Jiamp-a6i  •,  lohicb 
I  framed from  a  copy  of  the  aSi  printed 
here ;  there  being  not  one  authentic  aB 
here  there  never  voere  but  tvoo ;  and 
thofe  fent  under  private  covers.  It  is 

f  range - s  Jhould  not  have  thofe  aSts 

fent  them  by  which  they  are  liable  to 
penalties. 


I  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  your  lord~ 
jhips  (fays  another  ' )  that  I  was  left  to 
^yfilf  without  any  inJtruBions  or  direc¬ 
tions  from  your  right  honourable  board,  to 
guide  me  through  this  wildernefs.  Tour 

lordjhips 


’  See  letter  to  Mr.  Pownal],  dated  OiSlober  26, 

1765- 

*  See  letter  to  lords  of  trade,  dated  November  3, 

1765- 
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iordJJnps  noill,  I  hope,  forgive  me  for  fay¬ 
ing,  that  I  even  had  not  the  coimnon  no¬ 
tice  of  there  being  fuch  an  a£i,  as  it  has 
never  been  fent  to  me. 

I  am,  my  lords,  (thefe  are  the  words 
of  a  third  '  )  under  great  difficulties,  with 
refpedl  to  the  Jlamp-aB  •,  not  having  to 
this  day  received  the  a5l  of  parliament i 
or  one  fcrape  oj  a  pen  about  it  j  nor  is 
any  f  amp-paper  or  offcer  yet  arrived 
here.  (This  was  eight  days  after  the 
day  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
adl)  I fear,  my  lords,  there  has  been  an 
omiffon  fomewhere  relative  to  this  matter^ 
which  embarraffes  me  greatly. 

And,  to  omit  feveral  others  of  the 
fame  kind,^  even  fo  late  as  the  13  th  of 
November  a  correfpondent  “  writes  thus 
to  the  Board  of  T rade ;  We  are  indeed 
particularly  circumfanced  in  this  province 

O  with 

'  See  letter  to  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  November 
9,  1765. 

“  See  letter  tp  the  lords  of  trade,  dated  Npvembejr 

1765- 
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%oith  regard  to  the  Jlamp-aSl  •,  for  even 
f  t here  was  no  oppoftion  given  to  it,  it 
could  not  be  put  in  force,  as  no  commifion 
or  tnfriiSlions for  the  pur pofe  are  yet  come  to 
hand,  if  fent from  England  and  without 
them  the  perfon  nominated  difributbr  of 
famps  could  not  be  qual  'fed  to  execute  the 
office,  were  he  fo  inclined. 

But  bare  official  inflruftions  were  not 
the  only  ones  which  the  occafions  and 
the  applications  of  the  officers  demand¬ 
ed  j  they  had  hoped,  they  ftill  hoped 
to  receive  the  fupport  and  authority, 
which  England  alone  could  give  them  ; 
and  which  was  thought  as  necelTary  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  provinces,  as 
the  dominion  of  Great-Britain.  Some 
of  the  principal  ringleaders  in  the  late 
riots  (fays  a  correfpondent  )  walk  the 
fireets  with  impunity ;  no  officer  dares 
attack  them,  no  attorney-general profecute 
them,  no  witnefs  appear  againf  them, 
and  no  judge  Jit  upon  them  •,  fo  it  muji 

remain 

\ 

*  See  letter  to  board  of  trade,  dated  December- 
17,  1765. 
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remain  until  other  orders  than  this  go- 
•vernment  can  give  Jhall  be  taken. 

By  this  you  may  guefs  (writes  a  perfon 
*  of  unfhaken  loyalty  to  England)'  what 
a  Jlate  this  government  is  in  j  and  it  is 
not  likely  to  mend,  'till  the  power  and  au¬ 
thority  of  Great-Britain  comes  to  our 
relief.  For  this  I  can  quote  a  great  po¬ 
litician  of  this  town,  who  is  now  at  New- 
ITork,  attending  the  congrefs  there.  Fhis 
gentleman  (it  is  Mr.  Otis  of  whom  he 
Ipeaks)  has,  I  believe,  contributed  more 
than  any  one  man  whatever  to  bring  us 
into  the  fate  of  outlawry  and  confufion  w  e 
are  now  in,  and  now  begins  to  be  frighten¬ 
ed  at  it :  before  he  left  this  town,  for 
New-Tork,  he  faid  to  a  gentleman,  if  the 
government  at  home  don’t  very  Joan  fend 
forces  to  keep  the  province,  they  will  be 
cutting  one  anothers  throats  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  it. 

O  2  Nothing 

*  See  letter  to  Mr.  Pownall,  dated  October  1 9, 
1765. 
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Nof/jwg  can  be  done  here  to  enforce 
obedience  to  this  adtj  (lays  a  correfpon-* 
dent  ^  oil  this  iubject)  and  nothing  lefs 
than  the  wildom  oj  parharneut  can  pro-* 
njlde  a  remedy  for  ibis  att  oJ  difokedience^ 
^hc  miiitui  is  all  the  jorce  the  refpeBive 
governors  on  the  continent  depend  on^  upon 
all  emergencies  \  and  experience  has  jhewn^  ' 
how  vain  and  jruitlejs  it  is  to  heat  to  arms, 
when  neither  ojficers  or  men  will  or  dare 
appear. 

It  is  not  furorifinsf  that  the  adminiflra- 

JL  O 

tion  did  not  pay  inofe  regard  to  thefe 
and  the  like  complaints,  of  which  the 
letters  to  them  aie  full,  than  they  had 
done  to  the  other  requilitions  on  the 
fame  fubjedl.  Thf'y,  who  would  not 
affift  their  diftreft  and  meritorious  offi¬ 
cers  even  with  inilrudlions,  could  not 
be  expefted  to  fend  the  more  material 
fupport  of  lorces.  It  is  true,  that  art 
order  of  the  privy-council  was  made  % 

diredting 

y  See  letter  to  lords  of  trade,  dated  Oftober  5, 

il^S- 

*  See  Order  of  council  dated  St.  James’s,  Odlbn 
^cr23,  176^, 
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directing,  That  orders  Jhould  be  given  t9- 
the  commanders  of  the  land  and  Jea  forces 
in  America,  for  their  concurrence  and  qf- 
ffance  in  Jupprefing  riots,  when  called 
upon  by  the  governors  for  that  purpofe  z 
and  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  ordered  a  circular  letter  to. 
be  written  to  the  governors,  directing 
them  to  aflift  in  the  collection  of 
the  ftamp-duty,  and  to  fee  that  the  re¬ 
venue  received  no  dama'^e  :  an  inflruc- 
tion  exadtly  equal  in  ehicacy  with  that 
•exhortation,  which  the  inquifitors  give 
with  fo  much  charity  to  the  civil  magif- 
trate,  to  take  care  of  the  unhappy  vie-*- 
tim,  whom  they  have  themfelves  de¬ 
voted  and  doomed  to  deflrudtion.  It  Is' 

impoffible  to  read  the  f-^ - y’s  letter  of 

the  24th  of  Oilober  (fee  Appendix, 
No.  4.)  and  not  be  fenfible,  that  the 
governors  muft  have  feen  it  veas  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  miniflry  that  force  fliould 
not  be  employed ;  and  that  they  mull- 
expect  therefore  to  anfwer  in  their  own 
perfons  for  everyfatal,  though  accidental 
confequcnce,  v/hich  might  attend  the 

employ- 


[  io6  ] 

employing  it :  under  thefe  circum- 
ilances  there  was  danger  that  the 
governors  fhould  call  upon  the  com¬ 
manders  for  an  affiftance  to  their  efforts, 
the.fuccefs  of  which  gave  them  nothing 
to  hope,  while  the  mifcarriage  left  them 
every  thing  to  fear. 

The  adminiflration  had,  however,  a 
ftill  ftronger  fecurity  that  tht  occurrences 
in  America  fhould  not  be  interrupted 
by  force.  They  thought  that,  on  that 
continent  a  number  of  men,  equal  to 
the  exigence,  could  not  be  affembled ; 
and  they  determined  that  no  more 
fhould  be  fent  thither.  Of  the  former 
of  tliefe  points  the  f - y  had  been  in¬ 

formed  authentically,  as  he  chofe  to 
think,  by  the  commander  in  chief  of 
his  Majeuy’s  forces  in  America ;  this 
appears  by  the  anfwer  which  he  returns 
to  that  officer;  “  efpecially  conjidering 
"wbat  you  fay  of  the  difficulty,  or  rather 
impQjJibility  of  drawing  any  confderabh 

number 


^  See  Appendixj  No.  5. 
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number  of  men  together-,  arid  of  thevii^ 
pradiicabihty  of  attempting  any  thing  by 
force,  in  the  prefent  difpoftion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  without  a  refpedtable  body  of  troops. 

It  will  perhaps  appear,  by  a  perufal 
of  thcfe  letters  from  the  commander  in 
chief,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
colledlion  of  papers  made  on  this  occa- 
lion,  that  of  the  impofibility  of  drawing 
a  confiderable  number  of  men  together 
he  fays  nothing  :  he  fays  the  forces  are 
greatly  fcattered  and  divided  over  that 
vafl:  continent,  that  a  jundtion  might 
be  prevented  by  the  froft,  &c.  but  a 
minilfer  who  had  wiflied  to  adl  with 
vigour,  might  have  given  orders  to  adt 
if  the  jundtion  could  be  made;  and  if 
thefe  orders  had  been  given,  they  had 
been  executed  ;  for  a  fubfequent  letter  ^ 

informed  the  f - y,  that  300  men, 

which  in  that  country  is  a  refpedtable 
body  of  troops,  could  be  brought  to 

adt 

•>  See  letter  to  Mr,  C - y,  dated  December  21, 

1765. 


c  io8  1 

adl  whenevef  the  governors  fhould  re-^ 
quire  them* 

But  if  the  f- — — y  really  undcrftood 
general  Gage  as  ftating  an  impoffibility 
of  drawing  together  a  number  of  men 
fufilicient  to  attempt  any  thing  by  force,, 
it  ought  to  have  been  to  him  the  ftrong- 
cft  motive  for  fending  thither  fuch  an 
affiflance  as  might  be  equal  to  the  occa- 
fion.  So  far  were  the  miniftry  from 
attending  to  this,  fo  far  from  fending' 
to  the  continent  an  augmentation,  that 
they  prevented  that  increafe  of  force 
which  the  common  military  rotation 
would  have  carried  thither.  For  the 
time  was  now  coming  when  the  regi¬ 
ments,  which  were  on  duty  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  were  to  be  relieved  by 
thofe  from  Ireland.  About  2500  men 
are  carried  to  America  for  this  purpofej 
and  as  the  regiments  which  have  paifed 
the  ftated  time  of  their  fervice  there, 
are  at  the  fame  time  drawn  down  to  the 
coaft  for  embarkation,  the  junftion  of 

thefe, , 
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tliefe,  which  might  have  been  made  iit 
any  place  mod:  proper  for  the  fervice, 
would  have  formed  a  body  of  near  5000 
men,  ready  and  able  to  have  reduced 
the  revolting  provinces  to  obedience : 
this  refource  was  flopped  under  thofe 
pretences,  which  in  fo  extenfive  a  do¬ 
minion  are  never  wanting ;  under  the 
pretence  of  fear  of  fome  tumults  in  Ire¬ 
land,  a  reafon  which  operated  equally 
for  two  or  three  years  together,  thefe 
regiments  were  detained  from  America, 
where  their  prefence  would  have  re- 
flored  fecurity  to  the  officers,-  authority 
to  the  laws,  and  fovereignty  to  Great- 
Britain. 

Thefe  were  all  the  fleps  which  the 
miniflrv  had  taken  to  execute  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  to  preferve  the 
allegiance  of  America,  before  tlie  mcet- 
ing  of  parliament.  It  is  true,  that  Mr. 

C - y  difpatched  to  America  two 

more  letters  on  the  15th  of  December  : 
but  whoever  reads  them  (they  are  in 
the  Appendix,  No.  5  and  6)  will  not 

?  be 
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be  furprized  that  no  credit  is  given  fO' 
the  writer  of  them  for  any  attempt  to  • 
quell  by  their  means  the  rebellion  in 
America  j  though  it  appeared  to  have- 
encreafed  both  in  extent  and  danger- 
from  the  24th  of  Odlober  to  the  time  at' 
which  they  were  written ;  for  they  arCi 
addrelTed  only  to  one  province,  they 
contain  even  lefs  than  his  former  dif-, 
patches,  and,  in  fadl,  refer  to  them  as-, 
containing  fully  his  Majefty’s  fentiments 
and  commands.. 

All  the  intelligence  has  now  been  laid 
together,  which  was '  received  after  the 
24th  of  Oftober,  1765,  and  prior  to 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament ;  and 
none  has  been  produced,  which  was 
received  after  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  taken  this  matter  into  their  con- 
fideration.  For  by  thefe  means  the 
reader  is  enabled  to  compare  the  intelli¬ 
gence  with  the  conduft  of  the  adminif- 
tration ;  and  to  determine  in  what  de¬ 
gree  they  merit  his  approbation  or  cen- 
lure,  as  rhinifters  entrufted  with  the 


execu- 
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execution  of  the  laws  of  their  country: 
a  point  very  different  from  that,  which 
is  afterwards  to  be  confidered,  the  great 
queftion  of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adl  j 
and  to  be  determined  upon  very  diffe¬ 
rent  grounds.  If  the  adl  was  repealed 
upon  juft  reafons,  it  will  not  follow 
that  the  condudt  of  the  miniftry,  before 
the  repeal,  was  either  wife  or  honeft  : 
it  is  even  part  of  tlieir  crime  that  their 
.condudl  had  been  fuch  as  to  make  the 
repeal  appear  neceffary  to  thofe  who 
repealed  it.  For,  from  the  intelligence 
which  •  has  been  produced,  it  appears, 
that  they  had  not  only  omitted  to  exe¬ 
cute  .thofe  claufes  for  the  relief  of  the 
Americans,  which  muft  have  facilitated 
the  reception  of  the  ftamp-adl:  but 
even  to  fend. thofe  official  inftrudlions 
.without  which  it  was  impofhble  that 
aeft  fliould  be  executed  at  all  ;  they  had 
feen  the  laws  of  Great- Britain,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  law  in  queftion,  but  thofe  of  cuf- 
toms  and  police  violated  and  rejedled ; 
'her  officers  infulted ;  her  authority  con¬ 
temned  }  and  her  government  dilfolved ; 

P  2  while 
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while  the  independence  of  the  colonics 
was  ail'erted  by  popular  publications, 
piovincial  aflenablies,  and  the  ftill  more 
dangerous  ftep  of  open  refiftance  :  they 
had  looked  on,  while  to  maintain  this 
independence,  an  American  fenate  was 
formed,  which  might  receive  the  rever 
1  ence  due  to  the  parliament  of  England  j 
and  while  a  regular  force  was  embodied 
to  fupport  their  pretenfions;  and  in- 
ibead  oi  cuecking  fo  dangerous  and  en- 
creafmg  a  revolt  in  its  firft  and  feeble 
beginnings,  they  had  continue4  and 
encreafed  thefe  evils  by  their  negledl  and 
connivance ;  and  that  they  might,  by 
repealing  the  ad:,  detrad;  from  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  preceding  minilbry,  elfed:  an 
union  withMr.Pitt,  andfecure  their  own 
continuance  in  office,  they  had  facrificed 
the  reputation,  empire,  and  interefbs 
of  Great-Britain. 

It  is  impoffible  not  to  lee  that  this 
was  tneir  delign„  becaufe  their  condud: 
was  fuch  as  could  be  produced  by  no 
other  motives;  and  was  the  reverfe  of 

that 
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that,  which  was  didtated  by  common 
prudence  and  a  regard  for  their  owir 
reputation  and  fafety;  becaufe  it  was 
foretold  to  them,  both  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  officers  and  by  the  board  of  trade, 
that  thofe  dreadful  effedls  which  did 
follow  in  America,  would  be  the  con- 
fequences  of  that  condudt ;  and  becaufc 
too,  at  the  period  we  now  Ipeak  of, 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  they  ac-r 
tually  did  apply  them  to  that  purpofe. 

In  fadl,  all  the  motives  which  had 
hitherto  influenced  them  to  this  condud: 
were  increafed  in  ftrength  :  the  tenure 
by  which  they  held  their  offices  was 
grown  ftill  more  precarious ;  the  hand 
which  had  planted  could  no  longer 
proted  them ;  and  dellitutc  as  they 
were  of  reputation,  experience  or  abi¬ 
lity,  and  looking  round  with  anxious 
djfmay  in  fearch  of  fome  fupport,  they 
faw  none  but  in  the  deflrudion  of  the 
meafurcs  of  their  prcdeceflbr,  and  in 
an  union  with  the  great  commoner. 
That  gentleman  had  retained  fome  de¬ 


cree 
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gree  of  popularity,  for  he  was  not  yet 
a  peer ;  this  would  give  them  an  ap¬ 
pearance  at  leaft  of  ftrength  ,*  and  he 
was  fufficiently  converfant  in  bulinefs, 
to  free  them  from  the  ridiculous  diftrefs 
of  being  obliged  to  alk  affillance  from 
every  one  whom  chance  threw  in  their 
way.  But  an  approximation  to  this 
perfon  was  not  eafy ;  fome  of  them  had 
forfaken  him,  and  given  him  reafon 
for  that  mixture  of  contempt  and  dillike 
which  he  exprefled  pretty  freely  of  them 
all :  but  he  had  declared  his  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  ftamp-ad; ;  they  approached 
him  with  that  total  fubmiffion  to  his 
fentiments,  which  feldom  fails  of  plea- 
fing,  they  entreated  his  proteilion,  his 
interefl  required  that  all  the  capital  mea- 
Jiires  of  the  former  minifry  foould  be 
thought  wrong:  he  gave  them  therefore 
his  affillance  on  this  queflion,’ which 
was  fo  interelling  to  them  as  miniflers  i 
and  their  fubfequent  behaviour  has 
gained  it  in  a  flill  greater  degree;  he 
has  confented  to  an  union  with  them  j 
and  England,  if  fhe  has  loft  America 
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I 

by  this  mlniflerial  intrigue,  is  fo  happy 
as  to  have  purchafed,  by  that  fmall  facri- . 
jfice,  an  adminiftration  compofed  of 
lord  C-r — m  and  his.  adopted  children, 


fi  non  aliam  venturo  fata  Neroni 

Invenire  viam - - — 

'  '  ■  »  ' — Coelumque  fuo  fervire  tonanti 

Non  niji  fcevorum  potuit  pojl  hella  gigantum^ 
fdm  nihil  0  fuperi  querimur,  feeler  a  ipfa  nefafqve 
Hdc  mercede  placent. 


But,  notwithftanding  their  confi¬ 
dence  in'  this  po'werful  auxiliary,  the 
miniftry  ^were  well  aware,  that  if  the 
queftion  was  to  be  debated  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples,  of  juftice,  policy,  or  public  ad¬ 
vantage,  they  could  have  no  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  Nothing  therefore  remained  • 
but  to  purfue  thofe  meafures  which  they 
had'  pradti'fed  fo  long,  and  in  which 
their  Artierican  friends  had  given-  them 
fuch  elfedtual  affiftance ;  and  to  apply 
■to  the  fears  of  thofe,  whofe  judgments 
they  could  not  hope  to  convince, 

I  «  , 

rbe 


^he  American  merchants  had  written 
that  no  dry  goods  may  be  fent  out  to  them, 
wilej's  the  jlamp-adl  is  repealed ;  andfome 
go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  they  will  not  pay 
their  debts  but  upon  that  condition. 

‘This  fcheme  (fays  a  very  intelligent 
■^corrcfpondent)  is  calculated  folely  to 
infuence  the  people  in  England ;  and foould 
it  be  executed,  the  people  in  America  will 
pay  an  extravagant  price  for  old  moth- 
eaten  goods,  and ' fuch  as  the  merchants 
could  not  Gtherwife  fell.  'The  merchants 
may  likewife  have  views  of  getting  goods 
in  that  caf  frotn  Holland  and  other  foreign 
parts,  while  the  mob  can  deter  the  cufom- 
houfe  officers  from  attempting  to  do  their 

duty. 

They  have  wrote  many  '  letters  to  their 
correfpondents  in  England,  in  which  they 

throw 

« 

Sec  letter  to  Mr.  C - dated  November  8jf 

1765. 

^  See  paper  enclofed  in  'a  letter  to  Mr.  C  y> 

dated  December  13,  1765. 

^  See  letter  to  Mr.  C - y^  dated  December 

1765. 
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throw  the  blame  upon  the  unruly  populace  t 
magnifying  the  force  and  determined  refo- 
lution  of  the  people  to  oppofe  the  execution 
of  the  law  by  every  means ;  with  a  view 
to  terrify  and frighten  the  people  of  Eftg- 
land  into  a  repeal  of  the  aEl.  And  the 
tner chants  having  countermanded  the  goods 
they  had  wrote  for,  unlefs  it  was  repealed^ 
they  make  no  doubt  that  snany  tradwg 
towns  a7id principal  merchants  in  London 
will  afiji  them  to  accomplijh  their  ends. 

Their  expedations  were  well  ground¬ 
ed many  trading  towns  and  principal 

in  London  did  affifl;  them  to 
accomplifli  their  ends  ;  but  the  miniftry 
took  the  lead,  and  employed  for  this 
purpofe  every  engine  in  their  power : 
every  body  remembers  the  indulfry  with 
which  all  their  writers  and  orp-tors  of 
every  fliape  and  fize  endeavoured  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  rights  of  Great-Britain ; 
and  to  exalt  the  privileges  of  the  free¬ 
born,  virtuous  and  independent  Ame¬ 
ricans  ;  their  union  and  their  ftrength 
werc  reprefented  as''irrefdlible,  and  their 


cm- 
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employing  thefe  ,in  refinance  to  th« 
Englifh  parliament  praifed  as  heroic. 


When,  it  was  hoped,  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  prepared  by  thefe  de¬ 
clamations,  petitions  were  follicited  by 
their. agents  from  fuch  of  the  manufac- 
,turing  towns  as  they  ,  could  hope  ,  to  in¬ 
fluence  j  a  regular  fociety  of  'American 
merchants  in  London  was  formed  for 

i 

tills  among  other  purpofeS'j .  this  fociety,  ; 
fupported  and  aflifled  by  government,  i 
■became  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  claim  at 
-length  the  fliperiority. ;  they- obta'ned 
it ;  and  the  counfels  of  the  kingdom 
were  guided,  not  by  the  enlarged  maxims 
of  general  policy,  not  by  confiderations  t 

■  even  of  permanent  and  extenfive  com-, 

^  mercial  intereffcs,  but  by  the  temporary 

and  partial  views  of  a  junto  of  interefted 
traders  held  at  a  tavern.  Now  that  | 

i 

the  ferment  raifed  on  this  occafion  has 

i 

fubfided,  one  can  fcarcely  believe  this 
fa<£l,  though  fo  recent  and  authentic;  _  ii 

■  or  that  fuch  means  and  inftruments 
-  fliould  produce,  as  they  did  produce, 

the 


H  W 
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the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adl/  For  it  was  >•' 
in  vain  that,  to  the  popular  panic,  every . 
argument  was  oppofed,  which  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  juftice,  of  the  conflitution,  of 
policy,  even  of  interell;  could  furnilli. 
It  was  in  vain  that  thofe,  who  were  fo 
unpopular  as  to  defend  the  caufe  of 
Great-Britain,  urged  that  the  llamp-adl 
had  paffed  upon  the  moft  general  and 
acknowledged  grounds  of  Whig  policy,, 
that  fupport  on  the  part  of  the  I'ubjecfl, 
is  due  in  return  for  proLedlion  on  the 
part  of  government ;  that  taxation 
Ihould  be  extended  over  all  the  parts  of 
a  Hate,  in  proportion  to  the  relative 
ability  found  in  each.  If,  faid  they, 
we  examine  the  arguments  by  which  the 
Americans  would  prove  their  right  of 
exemption,  we  fhall  fee  that  the  admif- 
lion  of  them  dilTolves  at  once  the  con- 
ilitution  of  our  country  :  if  the  legifla-, 
ture  has  no  power  but  over  thofe  who 
vote  for  the  eledion  of  the  members 
which  form  one  part  of  it,  not  only  all 
our  polfeffions  in  Afia,  Africa  and  Ame- 
nca  are  exempted  from  any  obedience 

Qji  to 
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to  the  laws  of  trade,  revenue  and  police, 
paffed  in  England  ;  but  even  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain  are  releafed  from  their  fubjec- 
tion  j  and  entituled  to  return  to  that 
favage  freedom  on  which  every  refkric- 
tive  law  is  an  ufurpation.  But  it  is  not 
from  its  abfurd  and  pernicious  confe- 
quences  alone  that  we  prove  the  falfe- 
hood  of  this  maxim ;  it  proceeds  from 
an  ignorance  of  the  nature  and  powers 
of  our  conftitution.  The  Commons  of 
Great-Britain,  aflembled  in  parliament, 
are  not  only  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
counties  and  boroughs  who  depute 
them,  but  of  all  the  commons  of  the 
realm ;  they  are  entrufted  with  the  in- 
terefts,  appointed  to  guard  the  liberties, 
relieve  the  burthens,  and  redrefs  the 
grievances  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  there 
is  no  part  of  it  but  is  entituled  to  their 
protedlion,  there  is  none  therefore  which 
is  exempted  from  their  authority ;  the 
contrary  dodlrine  diminillies  their  uti¬ 
lity,  degrades  their  character,  and  re¬ 
duces  them  from  the  honourable  and 

extenfve 
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tfXtcnfive  office  of  being  the  guardians 
and  counfellors  ■  of  a  whole  kingdom, 
to  that  of  burgomafters  for  a  petty, 
fomctimes  an  uninhabited  borough.  It 
is  one  of  the  firft  duties  of  thofe  to 
whom  this  important  truft  is  committed 
to  execute  it,  and  efpecially  that  un- 
plealing  but  neceflary  part  of  it  the 
power  of  taxation,  in  the '  moll  impar¬ 
tial  manner  ;  it  is  this  alone  which  can 
induce  the  fubjedl  to  bear  with  patience 
the  burthen  of  imports  :  will  you  not 
then  betray  the  trurt  of  your  conrtitu- 
ents,  if  you  fuffer  any  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  force  an  exemption  from  thofe 
taxes  which  the  public  exigencies  re¬ 
quire  to  be  impofed  on  the  whole  ;  and 
will  you  not  dertroy  that  confidence  on 
which  all  government  is  founded  ? 

The  diftinftions  which  have  been 
made  on  this  fubjed:  are  not  well, 
grounded ;  The  parliament  has  the  right 
■of  impofing  external^  not  internal  duties  t 
and  it  will  be  proper  to  lay  on  the  Ameri^ 
cans  every  burthen  which  the  hand  of 

power 
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power  can  impofe,  if  they  Jhould  attempt 
to  become  manufaSlurers.  Thefe  fenti- 
ments  have  been  delivered  and  received 
as  maxims  j  but  the  difference  between 
the  right  of  impofing  internal  and  exter¬ 
nal  duties  is  merely  imaginary,  grounded 
on  no  principle  of  juftice  or  policy, 
contradictory  to  the  claims  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  whole  rejohitions  ^  affert  their 
exemption  from .  all  duties  not  impofed  by 
themfelves ;  and  is  treated  as  an  idle 
diftinffion  by  Mr.  Otis,  the  chofen  - 
champion  of  American  privileges.  The  ^ 
other  maxim,  that  of  forbidding  manu-  • 
fadlures,  feems  a  much  greater  and  lefs  » 
juftifiable  infringement  of  the-  rights  • 
claimed  by  the  Americans,  than  the 
impoling  on  them  a  tax  for  their  own  ■ 
defence,  is  with  difficulty  to  be  refolved  = 
into,  any  principle  but  that  of  power  j 
and  mufl  be  very  uncertain  in  its  extent 
and  operation  •,  whereas  that  of  the 
ffamp-adt  is  founded  in  juffice,  and  of  . 
certain  and  acknowledged  extent  and  - 
application. 

The 

f  Sec  Appendix,  No.  7  and  14, 
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The  ability  of  America,  to  ralfe  this 
proportion  of  the  fum  necelTary  for  their 
own  defence,  admits  of  no  doubt ;  the 
-preffure  of  debt  upon  them,  of  w'hich, 
■as  of  a  popular  topic,  they  have  made 
fome  ufe,  was  at  the  end  of  the  war 
•not  quite  2,600,000  /:  it  is  already  re¬ 
duced  to  about  767,000  /,  and  the 
greater  part  of  this  will  be  paid  oif  in 
two  or  three  years  by  funds  provided  for 

■  that  purpofe.  The  whole  fum  expelled 

■  to  be  raifed  by  the  ftamp-duty  was 
100,000/  a  year  j  the  •  repartition  of 

•this  upon  1,500,000  people,  at  which 
(the  loweft  computation  eftimates  the 
■prefent  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
would  not  draw  from  each  perfon  more 

■  than  half  the  value  of  a  day’s  labour  in 
America.  England  has  even  furniflied 

'  them  with  refources  to  raife  the  revenue 
the  has  required;  the  bounties  given  tp 

■  them  on  two  or  three  articles  alone 
would  enable  them  to  fupport  the  new 
impofitions;  and  the  increafe  of  the 

■  eftabliihments  there  furnifhes  them 
with  another  fund,  which  alone  would 

more 
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more  than  balance  the  account;  it  is 
fufficient  to  mention  this,  for  it  ip  not  on 
this  ground  that  the  Americans  wi£h  to 
Hand;  they  do  not  plead  poverty,  but 
privilege ;  and  have  relied  their  caufe, 
not  upon  their  inability  to  fupport,  but 
their  right  of  exemption  from  an  Eng- 
liHi  taXi' 

The  manner  in  which  the  rehHance 
has  been  exerted,  proves  Hill  more 
Hrongly  .the  necelTity  of  oppoling  it 
with  hrmnefs.  Riots  in  the  capitals  of 
the  provinces,  perfopal  attacks  on  our 
officers,  infults  on  our  government, 
thefe  are  the  adlions  by  which  they  haye 
.accompanied  and  fuppqrted  thofe  refo- 
lutions  of  their  aflemblies  which  dif- 
claimed  our  authority.  The  miniHry, 
partial  as  they  are  to  the  Americans, 
have  themfelves  acknowledged  that  in 
•thefe  circumHances  it  would  be  dif- 
graceful,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  repeal 
the  ad;.  Read,  in  the  difpatches  of 

Mr.  C - y,  who  will  not  be  fufpedied 

pf  afferting  the  rights  of  Great-Britain 
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in  too  high  a  tone,  this  point  deter¬ 
mined.  He  diredls  the  officers  to  re- 
prefent  to  them  the  dreadjiil  confequences 
that  viuji  inevitably  attend  the  forcible 
and  violent  rejijlance  to-aBs  of  the  Britijh 
parliaments. 

He  affures  them  that  his  Majefy  can¬ 
not  pemnlt  his  own  dig?iity  and  the  ant  ho- 
rity  oj  the  Britijh  legiflature  to  be  tram¬ 
pled  on  by  force  and  violence^ 

Neither  will  his  Majejiy  undoubtedly 
fiibmiti  or  his  fervants  advifcy  under  any 
circuniflancesy  that  the  refpeB  which  is 
due  to  parliajnent^  and  which  is  necefary 
for  the  general  good  of  the  whole  Britijh 
empirCy  foould  any  where  be  made  a 
facrifce  to  local  and  dafzger oils  prejudices. 

f  N 

From  the  time  of  writing  thefe  letters, 
the  difrefped  to  parliament,  the  vio¬ 
lent  reliftance  to  ads  of  the  Britilli  legi^ 
flature,  and  thofe  outrages,  hy  which 
they  were  fupported,  have  been  conti¬ 
nually  eacreafing  j  the  difgrace  there- 

R  fore 
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fore  and  the  danger  are  proportionally 
encreafed,  and  thofe  lentiments,  which 
then  animated  him  are  ftrengthencd  too  ; 
it  is  impoffible  therefore  that  the  minif- 
try  can,  without  adting  in  dired  con- 
tradidlion  to  themfelves  as  well  as  to 
their  duty,  propofe  that  the  refpedl  due 
to  parliament  fliould  be  made  a  facrifice 
to  local  and  dangerous  prejudices.  To 
make  this  facrifice  will  deter  both  fu¬ 
ture  minifters  from  forming  any  fchemes 
for  the  public  utility,  which  "may  ex- 
pofe  them  to  be  facrificed  to  combina¬ 
tions  of  private  interefir,  the  clamour  of 
multitudes,  or  the  malice  of  fadlion ; 
and  future  officers  from  executing  ads 
of  parliament,  for  and  in  that  country  } 
and  will  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
defign  which  the  mod;  defperate  of  the 
colonids  have  formed  to  make  Great- 
Britain  contemptible.,  by  extorting  a  re¬ 
peal  of  an  aB  of  parliament  during  an  ac¬ 
tual  refiflance  to  its  execution  :  a  repeal 
which  wfill  either  abrogate  in  effed  all 

;  O 

Other  laws  and  ftatutes  relating  to  our 
colonies ;  or  at  leaft  greatly  eaei'eafe  . 

the 
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^  «  »  % 
the  difhculty  of  enforcing  them,  as  well 

as  poftpone  it  to  a  feafon,'  when  the 
ftrength  of  the  colonies  as  well  as  their 
claims  of  independence  being  augment¬ 
ed,  the  fituations  and  difpofitions  too 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  may  be 
fuch  as  to  render  the  contefh  far  more 
dangerous, 

Thefe,  and  the  other  arguments, 
which  were  drawn  from  all  the  great 
and  interefting  topics  with  which  the 
fubjed:  abounds,  were  fcarccly  heard, 
for  it  was  reafon  only  which  fpoke  :  the 
tumult  of  popular  fear  expreifed  itfelf 
in  louder  terms,  and  was  more  attended 
to.  The  Americans  had  withdrawn 
their  commidions  they  threatened  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  their  debts ; 
the  firll;  of  thefe  was  an  illegal  and  hof-^ 
tile  combination  to  diftrefs  our  manu- 
fadturers,  a  ftep  rather  allowable  in  an 
equal  when  in  a  date  of  war,  than  in 
fubjedls  .who  pr.ctend  to  be  in  peace; 
the  lad  was  fuch  a  breach  of  private 
faith  as  is  not  pradlifed  even  in  time  of 

R  2 
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war  betv/cen  jealous  commercial  rivals  j 
and  both  of  them  means  which  would 
always  be  in  the  power  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  ufe,  and  would  hexxafter  be  re^ 
curred  to  with  an  affurance  of  fuccefs  : 
and  yet  tliefe  reafons,  which  would 
have  made  it  difgraceful  and  unwife  to 
have  given  way  in  an  indiiferent  matter, 
operated  fo  ftrongly  cn  the  multitude 
that  they  perfvyaded  them  we  ought  to 
recede  in  the  jufteft  caufe,  and  fron^ 
the  ftrongefl  ground.  Petitions  were 
obtained,  the  manufacturers  excited^ 
the  merchants  clamorous,  the  minify 
try,  interefled  and  factious,  direct¬ 
ed  to  their  own  purpofes  the  refin¬ 
ance  and  the  clamours  which  they  had 
raifed ;  and  the  legiflature,  with  a  con-r. 
defcenfion  to  popular  alarm,  and  a 
lenity  to  the  colonics  which  demands, 
the  amplefi;  returns  of  gratitude  and 
obedience,  paffed  a  bdl  for  the  repeal 
of  the  ftamp-act. 


'I  he  condu6i  of  the  late  a dmintjl ration 
has  now  been  Hated  from  authentic 

vouchers 
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vouchers  j  it  is  time  tp  examine  the 
merits  of  it  with  regard  to  the  crown, 
to  America^  and  to  Great-Britain.  In 
Ipeaklng  of  that  adminiftration,  I  would, 
be  underftood  to  fpeak  generally  j  1  do 
not  pretend  to  be  informed  by  what  part 
’  '  ■  '  .  .1 ^  were  planned;  it  is 

therefore  left  to  them  to  divide  in  the 
proper  proportions  that  praife  to  which 
the  pubLc  ihall  think  them  entitnled, 
Jf  the  f  -  y  for  the  f—  ■  -  n  department 
was  only  the  -hand,  I  dclire  to  charge 
him  only  with  being  the  hand ;  though 
to  the  llate  he  is  accountable  for  the 
plan  of  thofe  counfels  by  which  his  de~ 
paitment  is  condudled  ;  a  weight  which 
he  has  with  great  prudence  and  caution 
contrived,  if  it  be'  ppffible,  to  Ihift  on 
other  fhoulders,  by  a  ftratagem  exadtiy 
equal  with  that  of  a  much  fatter  com- 
.inander,  who  prudently  withdrew  when 
he  had  led  his  raggamujffins  where  they 
plight  be , peppered^ 

The  firft  whom  their  conduft  regards 
T?  ^  which  fliould  never  be  mixed 


A 
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amid  the  tumult  of  party  contefts ;  and' 
which  I  mention  with  reludlance  though 
it  is  to  recall  to  it  that  reverence  which 
is  its  due,  and  which  the  behaviour  of 
the  late  adminiftration  has  tended  lb 
much  to  diminifh.  It  is  the  great  ad~ 
vantage  which  limited  and  mixed  mo¬ 
narchies  have  over  thofe  of  a  more  def- 
potic  cart,  that  in  them  there  are  fo 
many  intermediate  fubordinate  powers 
between  the  king  and  his  people,  that 
the  love  and  reverence,  which  for  the 
public  good  it  is  expedient  he  fhould 
polTefs,  may  always  be  retained  to  him. 
To  this  end  it  is  neceffary  that  the  pri-? 
vate  fentirnents  of  the  monarch  fhould 
not  be  quoted  at  all ;  and  that  thofe  of 
his  character  fhould  be  expreffed  with  a 
moderation  and  dignity  equally  removed 
from  the  vehemence  of  any  party,  that 
he  may  continue  to  all  the  objedt  of 
veneration.  The  late  adminiftration 

V 

offended  againft  both  thefe  parts  of  their 
duty  as  minifters. 


It 
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It  would  perhaps  be  unjuft  to  re¬ 
proach  them  with  the  effeminate,  un¬ 
certain,  and  even  ungrammatical  ex- 
preffions  in  which  they  cloath  the  fen- 
timents  which  they  attribute  to  their 
fovereign  j  fo  different  from  that  plain 
and  natural  ftyle  which  ought  to  con¬ 
vey  the  commands  of  an  Englifli  king ; 
becaufe  it  is  probable  that  they  ufed  on 
this  occafion  the  beft  expreffions  in  their 
power. 

* 

But  they  are  to  be  told,  that  to  de- 
feribe  their  mafter  as  Jurprifedy  and  as 
highly  provoked  (fee  Appendix,  No.  ^ 
5)  ^  proof  of  their  know- 

ledge  of  the  duties  of  adminiftration. 
The  prelident  Montefquieu,  when  he 
condemns  this  mixing  of  paffion  with 

authority,  which  he  fays 
(Liv.  xii,  chap.  2j)  eji  tin  grmid  reforty 
qui  doit  fe  mouvoir  aijement,  &  fans  bruit, 
could  not'  more  exaiflly  have  deferibed 
their  difpatches,  if  he  had  read  them, 
Vn  minifre  ??ialfoabile — 7ie  fc ait  vous  dire 
ou  vous  cadre  fi  cc  nejl  que  le  prince  eft 

■  '  fach'e 
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fachl’i  qtiil  ejl  furprisi  qiiil  meltfa  6rdn€i 
The  reafon  of  the  impropriety  of  this 
kind  of  ftyle  he  had  given  before,  Dans 
nos  monarchies  toiite  la  fclicite  conjijle  dans 
r opinion  que  le  peuple  a  de  la  douceur  du 
gouvernernent  >  The  king  is  the  father 
of  his  people,  and  he  views  their  errors 
and  their  crimes  with  that  compaffion 
with  which  parents  regard  the  mifcon- 
dudt  of  their  children  j  it  is  with  re¬ 
luctance  that  he  lifts  his  hand  to  punifh* 
and  it  is  not  the  being  provoked,  it  is 
the  neceffity  of  preventing  greater  evils, 
it  is  juftice,  it  is  his  paternal  care  foj 
his  obedient  fubje.dls,  which  draws  from 

X. 

him  any  mark  of  correction  arid  chaflife-r 
ment.  It  is  by  this  character  that  he 
preferves  the  reverence  of  his  people, 
and  therefore  to  attribute  to  him  thole 
little  paflions,  which  rnay  perhaps  at 
fome  times  agitate  the  minds  of  his 
miniflers,  is  to  diminidi  his  dignity, 
the  confidence  which  his  fubjects  place 
in  him,  and  the  happinefs  of  his  people. 
This  is  fo  felf-evident  that  I  doubt  not 
the  f— — y  himfelf  will  be  the  firft  to 

acknow- 
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acknowledge  it ;  and  to  confefs  that  he 
could  not,  v/ithout  betraying  equally 
the  truth  and  his  dury,  reprefent  his 
thafter  as  highly  'provoked. 

Blit  this  was  not  the  only  inftance  in 
'  which  they  niifreprefented  the  fenti- 
meiits  of  their  fovereign  :  when  they 
Were  to  influence  by  authority  thofe 
whom  popular  tumult  could  not  terrify 
to  confent  to  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adl, 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  name  of  the 
— ^ ;  alTuring  thofe  who  would  hear 

themi  that  the  - ^  wiflied  it  might 

be  repealed.  The  part  of  honelf  and 
afl'edlionate  lervants  was  the  very  re- 
verfe  of  this ;  fuppoling  the  meafure 
itfelf  to  have  been  jufl:,  all  mention  of 
that  name  Ihoiild  have  been  fupprefled, 
till,  the  fuccefs  of  the  repeal  being  af- 
certained,  the  wiflies  which  he  ex- 
prelTed  for  the  relief  might  be  held  out 
as  the  objed  of  the  gratitude  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  ;  but  to  quote  this  authority,  and  to 
rifquc  thereby  this  reputation  for  the 
promotion  of  their  own  party-purpofes, 
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was  a  condad  neither  fuggefted  by  duty 
to  their  fovereign,  nor  by  regard  for  the 


tonrtitiition :  this  referve  would  have 
been  necefiary,  had  the  opinion  of  the 

- been  that  which  they  attributed 

to  him  }  but  it  is  certain  that  they  faifi- 
fied  as  well  as  proflituted  the  fentiments 


ol  the  - :  it  is  certain,  although 

when  contradicled  on  this  fubjedt  by 
thole  who  could  do  it  v/ith  authority, 
they  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  difgrace 
of  this  contradidlionbyan  expedient  bor¬ 


rowed  from  their  only  fchool  of  bufi- 
ncls,  thole  clubs  of  gaming  in  which 
gentlemen  do  not  trulf  the  unwritten 
words  of  gentlemen,  and  demanded  ia 
writing  the  words  of  their  fovereign. 


His  words  were  the  genuine  dictates- 
of  hiS  wildom  and  love  for  his  people  j 
careful  of  the  fifety  of  all  his  fubjects, 
he  wilhed  to  unite  them  all  by  the 
bands  of  mutual  fupport,  and  by  a 
community  of  duties  as  well  as  of 
rights.  They  can  claim  no  merit  to¬ 
wards  the  crown,  who  by  their  artifices 

‘  pre- 


prevented  the  execution  of  that  royal 
iviiJi but  mull  with  terror  look  for¬ 
ward  to  that  hour,  for  it  will  come, 
when  Auguftus,  grieved  with  the  re- 
niembrance  of  the  only  lofs  which  can 
oblcure  the  glories  of  his  fuccefsful 
reign,  diall  demand  from  them  a  refli- 
tution,  not  of  a  province,  but  of  an 
empire  more  extenfive  than  that  of 
Rome ;  not  of  three  legions,  but  of 
whole  nations  of  fubjedls. 

They  appear  however  to  deferve  at 
leafl  the  thanks  of  the  Americans, 
whofe  prefent  interefts  they  have  pro¬ 
moted,  and  of  whofe  privileges  they 
are  the  avowed  patrons  ;  and  yet  there 
are  many  rcafons  which  m.ay  induce 
thole  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the 
true  interelds  of  that  country,  to  think 

that  they  have  not  been  ferved  by  the 

* 

late  projedl  of  emancipation.  If  it  is 
true,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  pretty 
generally  thought,  that  the  good  of  each 
part  is  infeparable  from  that  of  the 
whole,  their  intcrefls  are  involved  in 


S  ^ 


thofe 


^  1-  f  ^ 
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thofe  of  the  v/hole  empire,  and  they 
mull  themfelves  be  hurt  by  their  partial 
exemptions. 

If  it  is  the  Interelf  of  colonies,  formed 
of  fuch  various  and  difcordant  materials, 
to  be  attempered,  guided,  encouraged, 
or  reftrained  by  their  common  parent 
the  being  fet  loofe  from  that  tie,  and 
encouraged  to  rejedl  the  authority  of 
that  parent,  will  have  material  an^ 
immediate  ill  confequcnces.  It  is  true, 
that  the  Americans,  under  the  fhade  and 
proiedtion  of  Great-Britain,  have  made 
rapid  advances  in  population,  com¬ 
merce  and  wealth ;  but  are  they  fuffir 
ciently  ftrong  to.  flourilh  without  her 
care  j  or  to  fupport,  I  will  not  fay  her. 
refentment,  but  her  negledl  ?  The 
provinces  on  the  American  continent 
have  been  fo  divided  in  principles,  fen- 
timents  and  manners  j  fo  jealous  of  the 
progrefs  of  each  other  in  hrength,  com¬ 
merce  and  riches,  that  they  have  ever 
been  unable  to  form  an  union  equal  to 
their  own  defence.  Their  frontiers  on 

,  -  w  .  t  • 

both 
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both  fides  are  extenfive,  and  therefore 
eafily  attacked ;  they  have  no  fortrefl'es, 
no  fliips  of  force,  no  marine  of  their 
pwn  ;  but  muft  depend  upon  the  Eng- 
lifli  navy  to  keep  at  a  diharice  froui 
them  thpfe  dangers  which  they  are  una-r 
ble  to  repell ;  the  Indian  nations,  re-r 
duced  as  they  are,  are  ftill  formidably 
to  them ;  it  vy^as  by  the  Englifli  arms 
that  tlieir  inroads  fince  the  peace  have 
been  checked  and  prevented ;  thofe 
arms  of  the  expence  of  which  the  colo- 
nhtshaye  refufed  to  pay  any  proportion; 
and  yet  they  may  again  want  the  pro- 
teftion  of  that  government  which  they 
have  rejedled ;  and  they  may  call  too 
late  for  the  efforts  of  that  warmth  of 
affevllion,  which  fuch  a  partial  exemp-? 
tion  tends  to  alienate  from  them, 

It  tends  too  to  alienate  from  them  this 
affedtion,  from  which  they  have  re- 
ceived  fuch  advantages,  that  they  have 
been  -reprefented  to  have  fome  peculiar 
claims  to  a  freedom  which  they  pur- 

phafed  by  peculiar  fortitude;  a  repre- 

fen  ration 
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fentatlon  which  is  moft  untrue.  We 
have  been  told,  that  hzvin^JJed  to  that 
country  from  our  opprejjion,  their  migra¬ 
tion  to  America,  as  it  argued  in  them 
a  love,  lb  it  gave  them  a  title  to  free¬ 
dom  fuperior  to  that  of  their  fellow 
fubjeds  who  remained  in  England.  But 
to  efteem  the  Americans  our  brethren, 
and  to  wifh  that  they  may  deferve  and 
pollefs  all  the  fweets  of  civil  and  reli¬ 
gious  liberty,  which  Great-Britain  en¬ 
joys,  does  not  make  us  forget  that  they 
received  thefe  bleffings  from  England, 
and  depend  on  her  for  the  continuance  of 
them.  The  truth  of  the  latter  of  thefe 
propofitions  is  obvious  the  proof  of 
the  former  would  be  eafy  but  invidious  i 
for  the  hiftory  of  thefe  colonies  is  not 
involved  in  that  cloud  of  fable  which 
hangs  over  and  aggrandizes  the  origin 
of  more  antient  nations  :  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  give  a  detail  of  the  efta- 
bllfhment  of  each  ;  and  it  would  appear 
from  that  detail  that  there  are  few  of 
them  who  could  claim  any  hereditary 
diferiminating  privileges.  Of  the  patriot 

coloniils 
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cclonifts  of  Ncw-York  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  true  that  they  jiedfrotn  oiir  oppref-* 
Jon, '  or  grew  by  our  negleSi,  that  they 
were  Dutch  fubjeds  acquired  by  our 
arms,  and  received,  by  a  formal  cefJioii 
from  Holland  in  1667,  into  our  protec¬ 
tion.  Of  the  Virginians,  whofe  refo- 
luttons  were  the  alarum-bell  to  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  who  have  been  efteemed  the 
great  patrons  of  American  privileges. 
It  may  be  faid  with  truth,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony  did  not  re¬ 
tire  thither  from  motives  of  religion  and 
virtue ;  and  that  fome  of  them  at  leafl 
were  removed  to  that  place,  not  by  the 
opprelTion  but  the  mercy  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England.  Nor  is  this  peculiar 
to  the  colony  of  Virginia,  for  I  find  in 
one  of  the  American  newfpapers,  dated 
Bofton,  September  2,  1765,  that  one 
of  thofe  patriots  who  had  been  the  moll; 
adive  in  forcing  from  Mr.  Johnfon  a 
refignation  of  his  flamp-office  was  a 
foreigner  (by  which  name  I  fuppofe 
they  do  not  yet  deferibe  an  Englifhman) 
■who  bad  been  tranjported  from  England 

tB 
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fi?  America.  Such  a  detail  wouM  he 
but  a  mild  return  for  all  thofe  marks  of 
tiegledt,  contempti  and  infult  on  Great- 
Britairi,  with  which  the  writings  of  that? 
country  have  abounded ;  it  will  how¬ 
ever  be  mote  temperate  only  to  fay^ 
that  admitting  that  to  be  true  of  all  the 
colonies,  which  is  perhaps  true  only  of 
the  New-England  governments;  that 
the  fettlers  of  them  retired  thither  tO 
enjoy  that  liberty  of  which  a  monarch 
of  arbitrary  principles  was  endeavouring 
to  deprive  them  at  home  j  yet  lefs  praife 
is  due  to  thofe  who  fled  from  the  dan¬ 
ger,  than  to  thofe  who  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  abide  it.  If  their  flight  argued 
in  them  a  love  of  freedom,  their  coun¬ 
trymen.  who  remained  in  England  fhew- 
ed  by  their  adtions  an  equal  love  of  it, 
fupported  with  more  refolution  and 
fuccefs  j  they  took  arms  to  oppofe  the 
tyranny  from  which  the  others  fled, 
averted  it  by  the  civil  war,  and  abo- 
lilhed  it  by  the  revolution.  In  thefe 
two  hazardous  enterprizes,  undertaken 
for  the  caufe  of  liberty,  the  colonies 
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took  no  part ;  they  followed  in  both  th^ 
fortunes  of  the  mother-country ;  the 
patriots  of  which  diffufed  the  advantages 
of  their  fuccefs  to  the  infant  colonies 
after  their  fettlement ;  and  the  colonifts 
therefore  have  neither  fhewn  any  pecu¬ 
liar  attachment,  nor  can  be  entitled  to. 


any  of  thofe  fuperior  claims  to  freedom, 
which  have  been,  fo  invidiouHy  and 
falfely  made  in  their  behalf ;  but  owe 
every- branch  of  the  liberties  of  Englifli- 
men  to  the  community  of  rights,  which 
they  are  entitled  to  as  long  as  they  re¬ 
main  in  that  fubjedlion  to  England,  to 
which  they  are  bound  by  the  ties  of 
gratitude,  juftice,  and  intereft.  In  fadt, 
the  lights  to  which  they  have  a  juft 
claim,  are  rendered  precarious  by  placing 
them  on  the  ground,  on  which  fome 
of  their  imprudent  advocates  in  Engiand 
have  concurred  with  fome  of  their  af- 
femblies  to  place  them.- 


The  franchifes  of  Great-Britain  are 
protedled  and  preferved  for  all  the  fub- 
jcdts  of  the  realm  by  the  fame  power 

■  '  which 
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wh,ich  defined  and  obtained  them }  fo#' 
it  was  not  by  the  flight  of  a  few  Ply-r 
mouth  adventurers,  but  by  the  courage 
and  conftaney  of  the  people  of  England 
that  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution  was 
defended  :  bill  of  rights^  the  abi  of 

fettlemcntf  on  which  all  our  liberties 
depend,  are  not  the  refolutions  of  an 
aflembly  of  colonifts,  but  the  afts  of 
an  Englifli  parliament.  As  our  liber-< 
ties  were  eftablifhedj  fo  tfiey  are  ftill 
protected  by  the  legiflature  of  Great- 

_  f 

Britain  j  it  is  as  clainaants  under  this 
title,  and  fubjedts  to  this  power,  that  the 
Americans  have  ever  enjoyed  and  ftiU 
enjoy  them;  a  claim  and  title  which 
cannot  exift  in  thofe  who  rejedt  its  au¬ 
thority  ;  the  caufe  therefore  of  the  co- 
lonifts  and  their  rights,  are  betrayed  by 
thofe  who  withdraw  their  dependence 
from  the  fupreme  legillature,  and  teach 

t‘  » 

them  to  reft;  upon  the  precarious  and 
feeble  fupport  of  a  provincial  affembly.^ 

The  Americans  indeed  owe  it  to  thp 
connivance  and  encouragement  of  the 

laf^ 
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laft  miniftry,  that  their  people  have 
been  blooded  with  the  prey  ot  iedition  ,• 
that  they  have  been  taught  to  obtain 
fupport  by  other  means  than  ind'uftry, 
and  privileges  by  other  means  than  obe¬ 
dience  ;  but  whether  the  exciting  and 
rewarding  this  temper  will  conduce  to 
the  happinefs  of  that  continent,  either 
in  the  feveral  provinces,  or  confidered 
as  a  common  empire,  is  to  be  referred 
to  the  judgment  of  the  wife  and  loyal 
of  the  colonifts :  a  judgment  which 
they  have  already  exprelied  j  for  all  the 
Americans  are  not  to  be  involved  in 
thofe  accufations  of  difobedience,  which 
have  been  proved  on  fome.  There  have 
ever  been  among  them  men  of  wifdom 
and  moderation,  well  acquainted  with 
and  attached  to  the  conflitution  of  their 
country;  and  though  fome  of  thefe, 
driven  as  exiles  to  Grcat-Britain,  are 
negledred  in  that  kingdom  for  the  caufe 
of  which  they  fuffer ;  there  are  yet 
many  others,  who  wait  only  ’till  the 
firft  guft  of  popular  tempeft  is  pad,  to 

T  2 
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avow  their  principles  and  return  to 
their  duty. 

In  truth  the  Americans  in  general  are 
lefs  guilty  than  they  may  at  firft  light 
be  thought :  the  defire  of  prefent  eafe 
is  the  common  feeling  of  man,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  people  are  fo  entirely  guided 
by  their  feelings,  that  there  is  fcarcely 
an  inflance  of  their  fubmitting  to  im-- 
polls,  however  ellbntial  to  their  in- 
terells  or  even  to  their  fafety,  from  any 
motives  but  thofe  of  necellity.  The 
Americans  exerted  only  on  a  limilar  oc- 
cafion  the  fame  fpirit,  which  animated 
the  cyder  counties  to  tumult  and  almoft 
to  rebellion  ;  thefe  counties  are  notin-r 
vidioully  rnentiqned }  for  there  is  not, 
it  is  probable,  any  part  of  our  domi-f 
nions,  fparcely  any  county  in  England^ 
which,  if  government  in  it  had  been  fo 
neglected  and  relaxed,  riots  fo  encou¬ 
raged,  and  rebellion  fo  unchecked, 
would  not  have  exprelTed  an  equal  aver- 
fion  to  the  obnoxious  burthen  of  taxes. 
In  viewing  commotions  of  this  kind  it 

is 
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is  natural  to  pity,  wliile  we  condemn 
the  unthinking  and  mifguided  people ; 
but  on  thofe  who  could  behold  the  firfl 
riling  of  the  American  llorm  without 
even  attempting  to  fupprefs  it,  could 
give  it  ftrength  by  fuch  a  condudl  a'? 
implied  approbation ;  and,  that  they 
might  blad;  their  predecelTors  in  office, 
contribute  to  raife  a  tempelt  which  was 
to  lay  the  colonies  wafte,  and  tear 
America  from  England;  on  thefe  our 
indignation  mud;  be  poured  unmixed; 
and  they  may  well  exped  that  the  dan¬ 
gers  and  the  mifehiefs  of  the  difunion, 
will  bring  on  them  the  refentment  and 
reproaches  of  thofe  of  the  colonifts  who 
tjnderftand  their  duty  and  their  interclfs. 

it  how'cver  the  late  adminiflratioit 
have  the  jutted;  title  to  thofe  lionours 
and  Itatnes,  which  fome  of  tlie  Ainc- 
Ticans  have  loyally  admitted  their  Iciv^e— 

reign  to  ffiare  with  the  E.  of  C _ m  ; 

from  England  they  have  no  claim  to 
approbation  ;  in  that  oppodtion  of  i.ir- 
terefts  which  they  fo  unwifely  raii.d 

betweep 
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between  the  members  and  the  head, 
every  merit  towards  America,  is  a  crimis 
to  their  country. 

When  it  became  a  queftion,  whether 
the  colonies  ihould  be  called  upon  for 
a  juft  and  moderate  contribution  towards 
their  own  defence ;  or  that  this  Ihould 
be  thrown,  in  addition  to  their  other 
burthens,  on  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  to  furrender  our  juft  rights, 
and  to  endeavour  to  force  a  decifion  of 
this  queftion  in  favour  of  America,  by 
all  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  fa<ftion,  can¬ 
not  merit  the  thanks  of  the  people 
whofe  interefts  they  furrendered.  The 
other  meafures  propofed  by  that  miniftry 
do  not  immediately  belong  to  this  fub- 
jecft,  and  I  obferve  in  this  place,  that 
they  conftfted  of  exemptions  from  com¬ 
mercial  reftraints,  relaxations  of  the 
a(ft  of  navigation,  remiffions  of  duties, 
■all  favourable  to  the  colonies,  and  dif- 
advantageous  to  Great-Britain,  only  as 
a  proof  that  the  having  introduced  a 
rivality  between  them,  and  preferred 

America, 
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America,  cannot  entitle  them  to  popu¬ 
larity  in  England. 

It  would  indeed,  have  been  unreafon- 
able  to  have  expeded  from  the  late 
miniftry  any  meafure  which  required 
extenfive  views,  or  a  concerted  plan; 
it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  have  hoped 
that  they  would  hazard  a  breath  of  that 
popular  air,  which  they  were  gathering 
with  fo  much  induftry  to  fill  their  fail, 
for  the  fake  of  a  diftant  and  public  be¬ 
nefit  :  but  nothing  of  this  was  necef- 
Ihry ;  they  had  fucceeded  a  minifter  fuch 
as  they  could  wilh,  one  who  had  been 
weak  enough  to  fubjed  himfelf  to 
much  real  oppofition,  and  more  abufe, 
for  the  fake  of  the  Jlate ;  who  feems  to 
have  retained  the  ufelefs  and  exploded 
•  idea  of  a  common  weal,  a  ■public  inter eji. 
To  this  man  even  experience  had  not 
given  prudence;  and,  though  fenfible 
that  from  purfuing  a  plan  of  Englifit 
policy  abroad,  and  of  oeconomy  and 
improvement  at  home,  he  had  reaped 
•nly  the  fatisfadion  of  having  difciiarged 

his 


his  duty,  while  Mr.  Pitt  had  acquired 
popularity  by  adopting  the  moft  expen-*- 
live  German  meafures,  and  impbling 
the  moll  fevere  taxes  to  fupport  them  ; 
yet  his  obftinacy  had  made  him  hardily 
oppofe  himfelf  to  the  whole  torrent 
which  private  intereft  and  fadlion  would 
not  fail  to  pour  on  his  head.  He  had 
done  this  merely  that  he  might  form 
and  cement  a  lafting  plan  of  policy, 
might  unite  the  colonies  by  the  firmed: 
bands  of  dependence  on  Great-Britain, 
attemper  their  feveral  interefts,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  indiflbluble  union,  and 
of  encreafing  drength  and  riches  for 
didant  ages. 

It  was  natural  that  the  mihiders  who 
fucceeded  him  Ihould  defpife  this  anti^' 
quated  policy,  fo  different  from  theif 
own,  and  deride  thofe  fentiments  which 
could  give  birth  to  it  j  '  but  they  would 
have  done  well  to  have  profitted  by  it ; 
and  after  having  thrown  all  the  abufe 
they  were  able  on  the  minider  v/ho' 
planned  it,  at.  lead  to  have  retained 

thole 
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tho/e  advantages  which  he  had  given  to 
Great-Britain.  Unhappily  they  em¬ 
braced  the  oppofite  lyftein,  and  to  blaft, 
if  it  were  pohible,  the  reputation  of 
one  minifter,  whom  they  envied  and 
feared  j  to  fecure  an  union  with  another, 
by  whom  they  were  defpifed ;  "and  to 
attain  that  degree  of  popularity,  which 
the  Intel eilcd  follov^ers  oflome  mterelb— 
ed  traders  could  bellow,  they  propofed 
the  lepeal  of  that  adl,  the  execution  of 

which  they  had  endeavoured  to  render 
impoffible. 


.  The  fuccefs  of  one  of  thefe  dcfiirns 
the  public  has  already  fcen  in  the  per- 
milTion,  which  thofe  of  the  late  minif. 
try,  who  had  moll  adlively  promoted 
that  mealure,  have  received  from  lord 

C - m  to  continue  in  office  ;  that 

■of  the  other  two  purpoles  feems  lefs 
within  their  reacli ;  for,  though  while 
the  paffions  of  the  public  were  heated 
by  thofe  whofe  intcrcll  it  was  to  prevent 
the  r  judging  with  impartiality,  Mr, 
Grenville  was  the  ohjedl  of  much  abufe] 
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it  is  not  .poiTible  that  the  infatuation 
iliould  laft  ;  the  clamours  of  mob,  and 

f 

the  mifreprefentations  of  fadtion  will 
fubfide  ;  the  taxes  which  have  been  re- 

^  t 

moved  from  American  and  mull  be  laid 
on  Engliih  property  will  be  felt  j  and 
the  partiality  of  the  impofition  will  add 
weight  to  the  load ;  a  time  is  coming 
when  it  lhall  be  remembered  to  his 
honour  (and  it  lhall  fcarcely  be  believed 
that  in  Great-Britain  it  could  be  a  re¬ 
proach  to  him)  that  he  was  the  firft 
who  propofed  to  fecure  by  juft  and  mo¬ 
derate  ties  the  allegiance  of  thofe  colo¬ 
nies,  v/hich  with  fo  much  expence  we 
had  planted,  protedted,  and  enlarged; 
who,  when  every  branch  of  our  trade, 
every  neceflary  of  life  was  taxed  in  Eng¬ 
land  even  to  its  utmoft  bearing,  re¬ 
quired  from  America  fome  return  for 
that  fupport,  which  we  had  fo  liberally 
o-iven,  fome  tribute  for  that  wealth, 
which  we  had  poured  into  her  bofom, 
fome  aid  towards  maintaining  her  in 
that  fecurity,  which  we  had  fo  dearly 

purchafed  ;  and  who,  when  the  artifices 
■  'of 
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of  fadlion  had  divided  the  interefts  of 
the  feveral  parts  of  our  empire,  and 
when  the:  adminiftration  facrificed  their 
truft  to  their  hopes  of  popularity  and 
power,  and  became  Americans ;  re^ 
mained  an  Engliihman; 

The  temporary  and  bought  praife  of 
that  adminiftration  mull  fubfide  alfo, 
and  they  will  receive  from  their  coun¬ 
trymen  that  cenfure  which  they  have 
fo  well  merited.  But  I  leave  them  to 
the  good  or  evil  fame  which  awaits 
them,  for  the  objedl  of  this  pamphlet 
Was  not  the  applaufe  or  cenfure  of  any 
fet  of  men,  or  the  mere  contention  of 
parties  :  it  was  undertaken  with  a  bet¬ 
ter  and  honeller  view,  with  the  hope, 
that  if  a  plain  Hate  of  the  fadls  relating 
to  the  ftamp-ail,  fupported  by  authen¬ 
tic  vouchers,  was  laid  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  it  might  prove  to  thofe  who  have 
been  guided  by  names  inflead  of  reafons, 
have  been  milled  by  falfe  alTertions,  or 
have  adled  from  fear  rather  than  judg¬ 
ment,  the  nccelTity  of  untreading  the 

U  2  -  falls 
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laife  fbcps  which  have  been  taken,  of 
promoting  better  meafures,  and  lecur-' 
ing,  while  yet  it  is  pollible  to  fecurcy 
the  only  remaining  hope  of  Britain.  It 
is  better  to  alTert  than  to  prove  that  it 
is  from  the  union  and  dependence  of 
the  colonies  that  v/e  are  to  feek  for  our 
fafety ;  it  is  time  tlierefore  to  return 
to  meafures  undertaken  upon  public 
grounds  and  permanent  principles^  what 
thofe  are,  the  pernfal  of  this  tradl  may 
in  foiTK  degree  have  fuggefted ;  and  if 
any  fenator  ihould  eondefeend  to  turn  it 
over,  he  may  perhaps,  by  the  evidence 
it  contains,  be  prepared  to  hear  liimfelf 
addreffed  by  his  coniiituents  in  feme 
fucla  manner  as  this. 

When  I  entrivUed  to  you  the  care  «of 

tf  > 

my  interefts,  and  the  power  of  granting 
fomepart  of  my  property  for  the  fervices 
of  the  ftatc,  I  entrufled  it  in  con¬ 
fidence  that  this  power  would  never 
be  ufed  but  on  the  calls  of  neceffity, 
and  would  ever  be  exerciled  with 

I 

juftice.  The  character  of  a  legiilator 
demands  the  ilridteH  attention  to  that 

nenerai 
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general  good  which  arifes  frono  fubjed** 
ing  the  feveral  interefts  of  the  landed 
and  comincrcial  parts  of  the  ftate  to 
one  common  end ;  and  a  mind  too 
ileady  to  be  diverted  from  the  purfuit 
of  this  end  either  by  hopes  or  fears,  by 
authority  or  by  tumult.  If  it  was  wife 
or  prudent  to  relax  for  a  tune  the  Iprings 
of  government  j  to  give  opportunity  to 
an  inflamed  and  miiguided  people  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  allegiance ;  that  time  has 
been  given :  The  ftamp  ad  was  repealed 
on  die  motives  of  condefcenticn  to 
mercantile  iutereils  and  fears,  and  to 
popular  violences  ;  that  hour  of  tumult 
is  pafled :  If  lenity  to  the  colonifts  was 
then  necellary,  juftice  to  England  now 
claims  its  turn  ;  SacnEce  no  longer  the 
iinalienable  rights  oj  fiipreme  j'nrifdiBion 
to  the  fic’vO  and  illegcil  cluivis  oJ  provt^iciul 
^J^emblies but  if  the  Americans  enjoy 
the  privileges,  let  them  participate  in 
feme  degree  of  the  burthens  of  their 
fellow  fubjeds.  If  their  ability  could 
have  been  doubted  before^  the  adinini- 
feration  in  1764,  and  ^J^creafed.it 

by 
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by  encouraging  their  cultivaticin  and. 
commerce ;  they  have  received  more 
immediate  advantages,  at  the  expence 
of  England,  from  the  miniftry  which 
followed  t  If  there  could  be  aily  doubt 
whether  thcfe  favoured  children  would 
be  reclaimed  to  obedience  by  conceffions, 
that  doubt  is  removed.  They  would 
not  exprefs  that  encroaching  gratitude, 
which  is  contained  in  their  addrelTes, 
if  the  objedl  were  only  the  repeal  of  a 
particular  and  light  duty  ;  it  is  plain  that 
they  underftand  the  condudl  of  England 
to  be  an  acknowlegement  of  the  right 
which  they  claim,  of  taxing  themfelves. 

Their  temper  is  ftilT  more  plainly 
proved  by  the  indignation  they  exprefs 
at  the  claim  of  England  to  fovereignty, 
aid  at  the  bare  mention  of  requiringtheni 
to  repair  the  damages,  for  the  infults 
are  irreparable,  W'hich  the  officers  of 
England  have  fuffcred  at  theif  hands. 

The  lall  and  llrongefl  proof  ariles  from 
their  condud:  5  for  it .  is  .certain  that  in 

the 
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tKe  townpf  Bofton,  the  execution  of  the 
cuftoni-houic  laws  is  now  adlually  fuf- 
pended,  and  feizures  of  fmiiggled  goods 
prevented  by  open  force  in  defpite  of 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.  Now 
then  at  length  call  on  theni  fer  an  aid 
in  fome  proportion  to  their  ability  ;  and 
oblige  them  to  confefs,  not  in  words, 
but  by  obedience,  the  authoiity  of  En¬ 
gland.  Relieve  me  from  that  appearance 
of  partiality  which  doubles  the  weight  of 
every  burthen  which  you  impofe ;  and 
while  every  neceffary  of  life  is  taxed  to 
its  utmolf  bearing,  do  not  deprive  me 
of  the  melancholy  confolation  w'hich  I 
draw  from  believing  that  the  taxations  are 
equally  laid  on  all  my  fellow  fubjecls. 

I  fubmit  to  taxes  as  they  are  the 
purchafe  of  peace  and  lecurity  ;  do  not 
while  you  receive  the  price,  withoid  the 
reward^  nor  encourage  every  fpccies  of 
outrage  tending  to  the  diffolution  of  fo- 
ciety  by  gran  ting  thofe  exemptions  to  re¬ 
bellion,  W'hich  you  refute  to  obedience. 
Jf  tumult  can  extort  the  repeal  of  a  diitv 

to 
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to  be  levied  chiefly  on  the  rich,  while 

acquiefcence  is  repaid  by  an  additional 
and  perpetual  land  tax  on  the  poor, 

will  you  not  excite  the  infurredtions 
which  you  reward  ;  and  difcourage  that 
fubmiffion  which  is  thus  made  to  bear 
more  than  its  own  burthen  ?  at  leaf!:  do 
not  treat  with  more  tendernefs  your 
emancipated  and  rebellious  colonifls, 
than  thofe  of  your  countrymen,  who 
have  perhaps  been  encouraged  in  tumult 
by  American  fuccefs.  If  the  poor  En- 
glifh  peafant,  driven  into  a  temporary 
infurredlion  by  the  whip  of  that  fevereft 
mailer  Want,  is  taughtto  condign 

fumjhment  and  fpeedy  jujiiccy  and  calls 
forth  the  vigour  and  vigilance  of  govern^ 
nient,  let  the  wanton  Americans  form¬ 
ing  a  concerted  plan  of  obftinate  rebel¬ 
lion  on  occafion  of  a  tax  uncolledled, 
and  which  would  almoil  have  been  un-» 
felt,  awaken  other  fentiments  than  thofe 
of  the  iitmoji  lenity. 

1  o  impofe  with  fuccefs  on  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  that  proportion  of  the  public 

burthen 
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iBurtKeh'wfticH  tH'ey  ought  to  Hear,  feize 
the  opportunity,  while  a  general  peace 
leaves  you  at  liberty  to  employ  in  this 
lervice,  whatever  force  may  be  neceflary 
for  it }  and'  while  the  infirm  and  dif- 


jbinted  ftate  of  the  provinces  renders  a’ 
fmall  force  equal  to  the  work  ;  an  op¬ 
portunity  which  may  foon  pafs;  and  the 
negledt  of  which  mufi:  be  fatal  to  the 
very  fafety  of  Great  Britain.  Other  mif- 
fortunes  rriay  be  repaired  or  borne,  the 
lofs  of  battles  or  of  cities  may  be  re¬ 
deemed  or  compenlated  in  more  prof- 
perous  hours  ;  but  if  you  fuffer  this  im¬ 
portant  Hour  to  pafs  unimproved, it  is  loft 
for  ever :  The  Americans  will  add  to 
ddnfidence'  in  their  claims,  ftrerigth  to 
fuppoft  them  ;  they  will  turn  our  fa¬ 
vors  to  them  into  realbns  of  refiftance^ 
and  refufe  to  receive  any  longer  our 
manufafturcs,  which  are  become  ex— 


pcnfive  by  being  loaded  w'lth  taxes  im— 
pofed  for  their  protedtion  ;  they  will 
ceafe  to  be  the  Colonies  of  England,  and 
we  fiiall  have  more  than  doubled  the 
burthen  of  our  national  debt  in  a  war 
undertaken  for  their  defence,-  and  the 

^  fjccelfes 
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iuccefles  of  which  were  ah  diredled  to 
their  advantage,  to  enable  them  to  pour 
the  benefits  of  their  trade  into  the  bo- 
fom  of  our  commercial  rivals.  The 
declaratory  law  allerting  the  power  of 
Great  Britain  to  tax  the  Americans,  will 
hold  forth  Only  a  delujive  and  nugatory 
qffirntanco  of  the  right  of  the  legifature  of 
this  kingdom,  if  not  followed  by  fome 
bill  which  flaah  exert  it.  The  furrender 
of  fo  unalienable  a  jurifdi(ftion,when  this 
furrender  might,  and  certainly  in  Ame¬ 
rica  would  be  attributed  tofuch  motives, 
demands  a  fubfequent  vigour  and  hrm- 
nefs ;  if  now,  when  time  for  recol¬ 
lection  has  been  given,  you  negledl  to 
purfue  thofe  meafures,  which  juftice 
and  neceffity  demand  from  you;  and  to 
which  duty,  gratitude  and  interefl  ought 

fo  fecure  obedience  from  them,  the 

\ 

whole  new  world  ceafes  for  ever  to  be. 
fabje(5l  to  your  authority. 

Miniflers  for  the  purpofes  of  interefl 
and  party  may  wifli  to  continue  this 
partial  exemption  ;  but  you  can  ad  from 

I 

no 
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nomotives  but  tliofe  of  juflicej'your  inte-* 
reft  is  united  to  your  duty  ;  andyou  can¬ 
not  without  departing  from  both  give  any 
fupport  to  a  minifter  capable  of  fuch 
a  condud.  If  the  public  fee  with 
regret  the  power  of  government  in  the 
hands  of  lordC— -m,  it  is  from  the  dread 
not  lb  much  even  of  his  continental,  as 
of  his  colonial  lyftem  :  It  was  from  the 
-commerce  of  the  American  part  of  our 
dominions  thatthoferefources  were  to  be 
drawn,  which  his  extravagance  have  ren¬ 
dered  fo  neceftary.  Butto  continue  every 
fpecies  of  profufion,  and,  by  throwing 
wantonly  his  penfions  into  every  open 
hand,  to  load  the  prefent  revenue;  while 
by  emancipating  the  colonieshe  prevents 
even  future  improvements;  is  at  once  to 
divide  the  river  of  our  wealth  ’till  it  is  ' 
loft  in  a  thoufand  private  channels,  and 
to  cut  off  its  communication  from  that 
Ipring,  by  which  it  lliould  he  fupplied. 
We  had  lefs  to  fear  from  the  inability 
of  the  laft,  than  from  the  defperate  ralli- 
^efs  of  the  prefent  ftatefman  ;  if  the 
orrner  connived  at  the  colonifts  with¬ 
drawing  themfelves  from  pur  dominion, 

X  2 
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tiiis  profeSes  on  principle  to  throw  thciiS 
from  us.  If  we 'have' al'rii  oft  loft  AmOrica^ 


by  the  timidity  and  riegle£t  of  thofe  who 
did-  not  veiifure  to  deny’  our  right  to'  the 
dorHinion  of  that  country,-  can- we  hope 
to  recover-  it  under  his  gnidaiice,' who  is 
almoft  the  only  man  iti  England  who  ven¬ 
tures  to  aftert  if  owes  us  no  fubjediioni 


If  then-  irf  this  hour-  of  danger,-  •^‘•hen 
vigour-  and  firmnefs  are  neceftary  to  re-’ 
claim  the  colonies  to'  oiir  dHediehce'^ 


you  fee  a  junto' formed- of  the  miniftef 
who  has  taught  them  to-  dcfpife-  our  au* 
thority,  joined  to  the  peer  who  declares'* 
they  are  exem'pted!  from  oiir  dominion^ 
vou  will  not  be  fatisfi'ed'with  an’unadlive 
pity  for  your  country but  Will  exert’ 
your  beft  abilities  to  viridicate  her  rights# 
and- provide  for  her  fecurity';  and’  to 
oppofe'by  every  coriftitiitional  method# 
minifters  who-are' convidted-  of  having 

O 

facrificed  to  their  jealoufy#  refen tmeht# 
ambition#  and  intereft,  the  fafety  of  our 
officers,  the  dignity  of  oiir  ftate,  ■  the* 
ftability  of  our  commerce,  andfthe  rights 
©four  Legiftature.- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

^  ^  E  Reader  will  £nd,  in  this  Ap- 
A  PENDix,  feme  Chafms  left,  and 
lome  flight  Alterations  made,  to  prevent 
the  Writers  being  difeovered :  Thefe 
will  be  readily  exculed,  when  this  Rea- 
lon  is  known,  which  I  chufe  to  give  in 
the  Words  of  an  American  Correlpon- 
denf,  in  his  Letter  dated  Nov.  2,  1765. 
Ipall  communicate  things  as  they  happen,. 
although  it  is  at  the  Rifque  oj  ?ny  Life  Jor 
the  Party,-  by  their  Tools,  frequently  give 
out,  that  if  they  knenxi  the  Man  that  voould 
fo  far  ajjif  Great-Britain,  as  to  inform 
againf  any  Man,  in  this  or  any  other  Pro-- 

vince,.  he  f. mid  not  live  man^  Hours.- 

✓  • 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S — —  v 
C - y,  to  Lieut.  Gov.  Fauquier. 

Sept.  14,  1765. 

SIR, 

IT  is  with  the  greatelh  pleafure  I  re¬ 
ceived  his  Majefty’s  Commands  to 
declare  to  you  his  moft  gracious  approba¬ 
tion  of  your  conduifl.  His  majefty  and 
his  fervants  are  fatisfled,  that  the  preci¬ 
pitate  refolutions  you  fent  home  did  not 
take  their  rife  from  any  remiflhefs  or  in¬ 
attention  in  you  ;  nor  is  his  Majefty  at 
all  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  any  inftance 
of  diffidence  or  difl'atisfadlion  could  be 
founded  in. the  general  inclination  of  his 
antient  and  loyal  Colony  of  Virginia  } 

a  the 


the  nature  of  the  thing  and  your  repre- 
lentations  induce  a  perfuafion,  that  thofe 
ill-advifed  refolutions  owed  their  birth 
to  the  violence  of  fome  individuals,  who 
taking  the  advantage  of  a  thin  alTembly, 
lo  far  prevailed,  as  to  publifh  their  own 
unformed  opinions  to  the  world  as  the 
fentiments  of  the  Colony.  But  his  Ma- 
jCfty,  Sir,  will  not,  by  the  prevalence  of 
a  few  men,  at  a  certain  moment,  be  per- 
luaded  to  change  the  opinion,  or  lefTen 
the  confidence,  he  has  always  entertained 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  ;  which  has 
always  experienced  the  protedlion  of  the 
Crown.  His  Majefty’s  fervants,  there¬ 
fore,  with  entire  reliance  on  your  pru¬ 
dence,  and  on  the  virtue  and  v/ifdom  of 
the  Colony  entrufied  to  your  care,  per- 
luade  themfelves,  that  when  afullaffem- 
bly  fliall  calmly  and  maturely  deliberate 
upon  thofe  refolutions,  they  will  fee,  and 
be  tiiemfelv'es  alarmed  at,  the  dangerous 
tendency  and  mifchievous  confequences 
which  they  might  be  produdlive  of,  both 
to  the  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies, 

j  ^ 


which  are  the  equal  objedls  of  his  Ma- 
jefiy’s  parental  care  ;  and  whofe  mutual 

happinefs 
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happinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require 
a  confidential  reliance  of  the  Colonies 
upon  the  Mother  Country. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  Sir,  and  upon 
your  prudent  management,  and  a  proper 
reprefentation  to  the  wife  and  fober  part 
of  the  people,  how  earneft  his  Majefty 
is  to  extend  the  happy  influence  of  his 
fatherly  care  over  every  part  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  it  is  expedled  that  a  full  affem- 
■  bly  will  form  very  different  refolutions, 
fuch  as  may  cement  that  union,  which 
alone  can  eftablifh  the  fafety  and  pro¬ 
fperity  of  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country. 

As  there  is  no  intention  in  the  Crown 
to  attempt,  nor  in  the  King’s  fervants  to 
advife,  any  incroachments  on  the  real 
rights  and  liberties  of  any  part  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjefts ;  fo  neither  will  his 
Majefty  undoubtedly  fubmit,  or  his  fer¬ 
vants  advife,  under  any  circumftances, 
that  the  rcfpedl  which  is  due  to  parlia- 
nient,  and  which  is  neceffary  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  good  of  the  whole  Britifli  en'ipjrc> 
ftiould  any  where  be  made  a  ficrificc  to 
local  and  dangerous  prejudices, 

a  3 

I 


As 


appendix. 


iV 

As  this  important  matter  is,  however, 
now  before  his  Majefty’s  privy  council, 
as  well  as  the  other  confideration  of  the 
dangerous  riot  and  mutinous  behaviour 
of  the  people  on  the  frontiers,  I JJmU  not 
pretend  to  give  any  advice  or  mdruSliom  on 
tbefe  ftibjeBs  j  not  doubting,  but  you  will 
foon  have  the  fulleft  from  the  wifdom 
of  that  Board,  in  all  thofe  things,  in 
which,  by  your  laft  accounts,  the  moll 
eflential  interells  of  the  Colony  are  fo 
deeply  concerned... 

You  will  therefore,  in  the  mean  time, 
be  very  attentive,  by  every  prudent  mea- 
fure  in  your  power,  at  once  to  maintain 
the  juft  rights  of  the  Britiih  government, 
and  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  Provinces  committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters  of 
government  fit  for  his  Majefty’s  more 
immediate  notice  and  information,  I 
muft  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  tranfmit  to 
me  fuch  occurrences,  from  time  to  time, 
on  thefe  heads,  as  you  may  deem  of  im¬ 
portance  irtthe  light  I  mention. 

I  am.  See. 

H.  S.  C - Y. 
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NUMBER  11. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,  S - y 

C— —  Y,  to  Major-General  Gage. 

Oilober  24,  1765. 

SIR, 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that  his 
Majefty  learns  the  dillurbances  which 
have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  North  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonies :  thefe  events  will  proba¬ 
bly  create  application  to  you,  in  which 
the  utmoft  exertion  of  your  prudence 
may  be  neceffary;  fo  as  juftly  to  temper 
your  condud  between  that  caution  and 
coolnefs,  which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation  .may  demand  on  one  hand,  and 
the  vigour  necelTary  to  fupprefs  outrage 
and  violence  on  the  other.  It  is  impof- 
llble,  at  this  diftance,  to  aflift  you  by 
any  particular  or  poiitive  inftrudion,  be- 
caufe  you  will  find  yourfelf  neceflarily 
obliged  to  take  your  refolution  as  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  and  emergencies  may 
require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expeded,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 

tendernefs 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

tendernels  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  refinance  to  its  authority,  can 
only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.  The 
better  and  wifer  part  of  the  Colonies  will 
know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion  may 
prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grievances, 
but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expedl 
nothing  but  feyerity  and  chaftifement. 
\  ou,  and  all  his  Majefly’s  fervants,  from 
a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
Country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  thefe  fentiments. 

If,  h  lenient  and perfuafive  methods,  you 
can  contribute  to  reflore  that  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on  which 
their  welfare  and  happinefs  depend,  you 
will  do  a  moft  acceptable  and  edential 
fervice  to  your  Country  :  but  having  taken 
every  PP  ^aphich  the  ut 7110 ft  prudence  and  7^- 
mty  can  dictate^  in  compaffion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  fome  mifguided  peo¬ 
ple,  you  will  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
where  your  ahiflance  may  be  wanted  to 
ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government,  fail 
to  concur  in  every  proper  meafure  for 

its 
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its  fupport,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of 
force,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  repel  adls 
of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  provinces. 


NUMBER  III. 

Cr/py  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  S - 

C - Y,  to  Governor  Bernard. 


Y 


'Y'  OUR  letters  of  the  15th,  i6th, 
22d,  and  31  If  of  AuguE,  have  been 
received ;  the  three  former  not  till  ycf- 
terday. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern  his  Ma- 
jefty  learns  the  difturbances  which  have 
lately  arifen  in  your  Province,  the  general 
confufion  that  feems  to  reign  there,  and 
the  total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in 
your  government,  to  exert  itfelf  with  any 
dignity  or  efficacy,  for  the  luppreffion  of 
tumults,  which  feem  to  Erike  at  the 
very  being  of  all  authority  and  fubordi- 

natign 
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nation  among  you.  His  Majefty  cannot 
but,  with  the  greateft  furprize,  hear  of 
the  refufal  of  your  Council  to  call  for 
the  aid  of  any  regular  force  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  civil  magiftracy,  at  a  time 
when,  it  feems,  you  had  reafon  to  think, 
there  was  no  other  power  capable  of 
providing  for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
Province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the  ill- 
advifed  and  intemperate  condudl  held  by 
a  party  in  your  Province,  which  can  in 
no  way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
but  may  tend  to  obftrudt  and  impede  the 
exertion  of  his  Majefty’s  benevolent  at¬ 
tention  to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well 
as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expedted,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
tendernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority,  can 
only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people ;  the 
better  and  more  wife  part  ot  the  Colo¬ 
nies  will  know,  that  decency  and  fub- 
miflion  may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs 

grievances. 
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grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  fa¬ 
vour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  vio¬ 
lence  can  expedl  nothing  but  feverity  and 
chaftifement.  Thefe  fentiments,  you, 
and  all  his  Majefty’s  fervantSj  from  a 
fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
Country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  :  you  will  all,  in  a  particular 
manner,  call  upon  them  not  to  render 
their  cafe  defperate ;  you  will,  in  the 
flrongeft  colours,  reprefent  to  them  the 
dreadful  confequences  that  muft  inevita¬ 
bly  attend  the  forcible  and  violent  re¬ 
finance  to  acSs  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
and  the  fcene  of  mifery  and  diftradlion 
to  both  Countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  conducfl. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods, 
you  can  contribute  to  reflore  tliat  peace 
.and  tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on 
which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  de¬ 
pend,  you  will  do  a  moil;  acceptable  and 
eflential  fervice  to  your  Country;  but 
having  taken  every  ilep  which  the  ut- 
moft  prudence  and  lenity  can  diifbate,  in 
companion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of 

b  foins 
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fome  mlfguided  people,  you  will  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft 
power  for  repelling  all  adls  of  outrage- 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the‘ 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  Province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exer¬ 
tion  of  force,  as  the  occafion  may  re¬ 
quire  i  for  which  purpofe,  you  will 
make  the  proper  applications  to  general 
Gage,  or  lord  Colvil,  commanders  of 
his  Majefty’s  land  and  naval  forces  in 
America  :  for  however  unwillingly  his 
MajcHy  may  confent  to  the  exertion  of 
fncli  powers  as  may  endanger  the  fafety 
of  a  fingle  fubjedl,  yet  can  he  not  permit 
his  own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Britifh  Legillamre,  to  be  trampled 
on  by  force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  de¬ 
corum. 

If  tlie  fubjeft  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  legally  and  conftitu- 
tionally  to  apply  for  relief:  but  it  is  not 
fui table,  either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity 
of  the  Britilh  empire,  that  any  indivi¬ 
duals,  under  the  pretence  of  redreffing 

grievances* 
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grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the 
public  peace.- 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  s.  C - Y. 

P.  S.  The  floop  which  carries  this  will 
carry  orders  to  lord  Colvil,  and  to 
the  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  to 
fend  to  your  affiflance  any  force 
which  may  be  thought  neceflary 
from  thence,  and  which  that  Pro¬ 
vince  can  fupply. 


NUMBER  IV. 

Copy  cf  Mr.  S - Y  C - Y’r  Cirailar 

Letter  iothe  Governors  in  North 
America. 

OSlober  2d,  1765. 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  Vv’ith  the  greateft  concern,  that 
his  Majefly  learns  the  difturbances 
which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the  North 
American  Colonies  :  if  this  evil  fliould 

fpread  to  the  Government  of - ,  where 

you  prefide,  the  ntmoft  exertion  of  your 

ha'  prudence 
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prudence  will  be  neceflary,  fo  as  juftly 
to  temper  your  condudl  between  that 
caution  and  coolnefs  which  the  delicacy 
of  fuch  a  fituation  may  demand,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  vigour  neceflary  to 
fupprefs  outrage  and  violence,  on  the 
other.  It  is  impoflible,  at  this  diftance, 
to  aflifl;  you,  by  any  particular  or  pofitive 
inilrudlion  j  becaufe  you  will  find  your- 
felf  neceflTarily  obliged  to  take  your  refo- 
lution,  as  particular  circumftances  and 
emergencies  may  require. 

His  Majefty,  and  the  fervants  he  ho¬ 
nours  with  his  confidence,  cannot  but 
lament  the  ill  -  advifed  intemperance 
fhevvn  already  in  fome  of  the  Provinces, 
by  taking  up  a  condudl,  which  can  in  no 
y/ay  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
but  may  tend  to  obftrucl  and  impede  the 
exertion  of  his  Majefty ’s  benevolence 
and  attention  to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as 
well  as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  and  expedled,  that  this 
want  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  and 
teadernefs  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
this  open  rcfifbance  to  its  authority,  can 

only 


APPENDIX. 


«  •  • 

xm 

only  have  found  place  among  the  lower 
and  more  ignorant  of  the  people.  The 
better  and  wiler  part  of  the  Colonies 
will  know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion 
may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs  grie¬ 
vances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour, 
while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence 
can  expert  nothing  but  feverity  and  cha- 
ftifement.  Thefe  fentiments  you,  and 
all  his  Majefty’s  fervants,  from  a  fenfe 
of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your  Coun¬ 
try,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  en¬ 
courage. 

You  will  all,  in  a  particular  manner, 
call  upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe 
defperate.  You  will,  in  the  ftrongell 
colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful 
confequences  that  mull  inevitably  attend 
the  forcible  and  violent  refiftance  to  ads 
of  the  Britilh  Parliament,  and  the  fcene 
of  mifery  and  calamity  to  themfelves, 
and  of  mutual  weaknefs  and  diflradion 
to  both  Countries,  infeparable  from  fuch 
a  condud. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafwe  methods, 
you  can  contribute  to  reftore  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  to  the  Provinces,  on 

which 
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which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  de* 
pend,  you  will  do  a  moft  acceptable  and 
€ffential  lervice  to  your  Country :  but 
having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  utmoft 
prudence  and  lenity  can  dictate,  in  com- 
paffion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance  of 
fome  mifguided  people,  you  will  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmofl 
power,  for  repelling  all  adls  of  outrage 
and  violence,  and  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in 
the  Province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion 
of  force  as  the  occafion  may  require; 
for  which  purpofe,  you  will  make  the 
proper  applications  to  general  Gage,  or 
lord  Colville,  commanders  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  land  and  naval  forces  in  America. 
For  however  unwillingly  his  Majefty 
may  confent  to  the  exertion  of  fuch 
powers  as  may  endanger  the  fafety  of  a 
lingle  fubjedl;  yet  can  he  not  permit  his 
own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Britifli  Legillature,  to  be  trampled  on  by 
force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  decorum. 

If  the  fubjedl  is  aggrieved,  he  knows 
in  what  manner  legally  and  conftitu- 

tionally 
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tionally  to  apply  for  relief ;  but  it  is  not 

—  •7- 

fuitable,'' either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity 
pf  the,  Britilh  empire,  that  any  indi¬ 
viduals,  under  the  pretence  of  redreffing 
grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the 
public  peace, 

I  am,  &c. 

'  H.  S.  C - Y.' 

C  ' 

P.  S.  To  Governor  Wi  l  m  o  t  . 

You  will  probably  receive  application 
from  governor  Bernard,  to  fend  him 
part  of  the  force  which  may  be  with¬ 
in  your  government.  Lord  Colville 
has  command  to  tranlport  them ;  and 
you  will  be  very  attentive,  that  the 
.  public  fervice  fliould  fuffer  no  impe¬ 
diment  from  any  delay  in  you,  when 
fuch  application  is  made. 
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ExtraB  of  ^Letter  from  Mr.  S - 1' 

C— — -Y,  to  Major-General  Gage. 

Decemh'er  15,  1765. 

S  I  R, 

I  Had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of  the 
4th,  8th,  and  9th  of  November  laft, 
by  which  I  learn,  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern,  the  difordered  ftate  of  the  Province 
where  you  refide,  and  the  very  riotous 
and  outrageous  behaviour  of  too  many 
of  the  inhabitants. 

I  did  not  fail  to  lay  your  difpatches, 
together  with  thofe  of  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor  Golden,  before  his  Majefty,  who, 
though  highly  provoked  by  fuch  an  in- 
fult  offered  to  his  governor  there,  is 
however  pleafed  to  hear,  that  matters 
were  not  pufhed  to  fuch  extremity,  as 
might  have  coft  the  lives  of  many  of  his 
fubjedts,  and  perhaps  have  tended,  as 
you  feem  apprehenfive,  to  the  great  de¬ 
triment,  if  not  ruin,  of  the  town  of 
New-York;  particularly  if  the  fort  had 
fired  on  that  infolent  and  infatuated  mob 

which 
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^hich  fo  provokingly  approached.  The 
temper  fhewn,  as  well  by  lieutenant-' ' 
governor  Golden,  as  by  the  officers  there, 
is  highly  to  be  commended.  His  Ma- 
jefty  is  willing  to  fuppofe,  that  both 
yourfelf  and  governor  Golden  have  adled' 
on  principles  of  duty  to  his  fervice,  in 
the  advice  and  refolution  formed  to  put 
the  ftampt  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
magiftrates  of  New-York  3  which,  how¬ 
ever,  unlefs  the  neceffity  for  it  appeared 
very  preffing,  mull;  certainly  be  looked 
upon  as  a  ftep  greatly  humiliating  and 
derogating  to  his  Majefty’s  government. 

If  the  pod:  was  not  tenable,  or  the 
papers  infecure  there,  it  fhould  feem 
much  preferable  to  have  put  them  on 
board  the  man  of  war,  as  was  propofed  : 
nor  does  there  appear  any  good  rcafon, 
why  captain  Kennedy  refufed  to  take 
them.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  diftance,  to 
judge  with  the  fame  propriety  of  the 
condudt,  to  be  held  on  occafions  of  fuch 
difficulty  and  importance,  as  on  the  fpot. 
Had  the  perfonal  fafety  of  thofe  in  the 
fort  alone  been  confidered,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  there  would  not  have  been  a 

c  moment’s 
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moment’s  helitation  about  the  defence’ 
of  it,  againft  any  attack  that  might 
raihly  have  been  attempted  :  nor  can  his 
Majefly  fuppofe  any  want  of  refolution 
for  his  fervice,  in  thofe  who  have,  in 
their  different  flations,  given  fo  many 
proofs  of  their  regard  to  it.  It  fhould 
otherwife  feem,  that  the  reality  of  the 
mobs  being  armed  and  prepared  for  an 
adlual  attack,  fhould  have  been  well  af»' 

certained  before  the  papers  were  given- 
up. 

,  The  flep  you  have  thought  fit  to  take, 
in  drawing  together  fuch  forces  as  their 
fituation  allowed,  was  certainly  prudent, 
and  could  not  be  too  foon  determined, 
on  any  pofitive  grounds,  to  fufped:  an 
infurredlion  ;  and  efpecially  in  regard  to 
the  fecuring  his  Majefiy’s  ftores,  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  will  flill  demand  your 
greateft  attention  j  and  particularly  thofe 
arms,  which  may  be  feized  by  the  mob 
for  their  own  mutinous  purpofes. 

Your  fituation  is  certainly  delicate  and 
difficult,  it  requires  both  prudence  and 
firmnefs  in  the  condudl  of  all  employed 
in  his  Majefiy’s  fervice  there  t  efpecially, 

confidering 
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■confidering  what  you  fay  of  the  difficul¬ 
ty,  or  rather  impoffibility,  of  drawing 
any  confiderable  number  of  men  toge¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  impfadicability  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  by  force,  in  the  pre- 
fent.difpofition  of  the  people,  without  a 
refpedable  body  of  troops. 

You  feem  to  think  there  are  ftill  hopes, 
that  as  the  fpirits  of  thofe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple  have  time  to  cool,  there  will  be  more 
fubmiffion  ffiewn  j  you  will  not  fail,  I 
am  perfuaded,  in  your  flation,  to  avail 
yourfelf  of  every  favourable  fymptom  for 
the  improvement  of  fuch  favourable  dif- 
pofitions,  any  more  than  to  exert  your¬ 
felf,  where  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  may 
require,  in  fupport  of  the  honour  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  for  fuppreffing  any  riotous 
or  rebellious  refiftance  offered  to  the 
laws,  or  thofe  magiftrates  who  have  the 
execution  of  them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come  fafe, 
as  they  will  have  conveyed  to  you  his  Majejly  s 
fentiments  and  commands  for  your  conduct ^ 

on  the  firf  notice  of  thefe  diflurbances. 

1 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,  S - y 

C* - 'Y,  to  Lieutenant  -  Governor 

Golden. 

Decerr\ber  15,  1765. 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th 
of  November  by  major  James,  and 
that  of  the  9th  of  the  fame  month  by 
the  pacquet,  with  the  minutes  of  the 
council  of  New-York,  from  the  31  ft  of 
Ocftober  to  the  6th  of  November,  &c. — ■ 
From  your  laft  letter,  I  have  hopes  that 
time  will  produce  a  recolledlion,  which 
may  lead  thefe  unhappy  people  back  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  every  proper  and  pradicable 
meafure  will  be  taken  to  awe  that  licen- 
tious  fpirit,  which  has  hurried  them  to 
thofe  adls  of  outrage  and  violence,  equally 
dangerous  to  the  fober  and  well-difpofed 
part  of  the  people,  the  eale  and  quiet  of 
the  city,  and  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
authority  among  them. 
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Sir  Henry  Moore  will  certainly  be  ar¬ 
rived  before  this  reaches  you ;  it  is  ex- 
pedted,  therefore^  Sir,  from  your  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country  and  people,-  that 
you  Ihould  inform  the  new  governor  of 
every  thing  neceffary  for  his  knowledge, 
as  well  refpeding  the  ftate  of  things,  as 
the  charadlers  and  difpofitions  of  men 
in  that  country.  He  will  fee  that,  by 
his  inftrudlions,  he  is  empowered  to  fuf- 
pend  members  of  the  council,  and  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  law,  who  ffiall  appear  to  de- 
iire  it  j  being,  in  that  cate,  only  obliged 
to  fend  home  immediately  the  reafons 
and  caufes  of  luch  fufpenfion.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  fuch  times  as  thefe 
may  require  the  exercife  of  that  power : 
as  it  is  not  doubted  the  governor  will  ufe 
it  with  difcretion,  fo  it  is  expedled  he 
ffiould  not  want  firmncfs  to  ufe  it  boldly, 
whenever  it  may  feem  ufeful  to  the  King’s 
fervice  and  the  public  peace. 
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Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Houfe 
of  BurgeJJes  in  Virginia,  in  confequence 
of  a  Motion  made  (May  29,  1765,)  to 
take  mto  Confideration  the  late  A£l  for 
levyifig  a  Duty  upon  Stamps, 

Refohedf  f'^HAT  the  firft  adventurers 
A  and  fettlers  of  this  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia 
brought  with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to 
their  poflerity,  and  all  other  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  fubjedls  fince  inhabiting  in  this 
his  Majefty’s  faid  Colony,  all  the  liber¬ 
ties,  privileges,  franchifes  and  immuni¬ 
ties,  that  have  at  any  time  been  held 
and  enjoyed,  and  pofleffed  by  the  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

Refolved,  That,  by  two  royal  charters 
granted  by  king  James  I.  the  Colonies 
aforefaid  are  declared  entitled  to  all  li¬ 
berties,  privileges  and  immunities  of 
denizens  and  natural  fubjedls,  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had  been 

abiding 
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abiding  and  born  within  the  realm  of 
England. 

Refohed,  That  the  taxation  of  the 
people,  by  themfelves,  or  by  perfons 
chofen  by  themfelves  to  reprefent  them, 
who  can  only  know  what  taxes  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  able  to  bear,  or  the  ealielf  me¬ 
thod  of  raifing  them,  and  mull;  them¬ 
felves  be  affedted  by  every  tax  laid  on 
the  people,  is  the  only  fecurity  againft  a 
burthenfome  taxation,  and  the  diftin- 
guifhing  charadteriftic  of  Britiih  free¬ 
dom,  without  which  the  antient  confti- 
tution  cannot  exift. 

Rcjolvedf  That  his  IVIajefly’s  liege  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  his  moft  antient  and  loyal 
Colony  have,  without  interruption,  en¬ 
joyed  the  ineftimable  right  of  being  go¬ 
verned  by  fuch  laws,  refpedling  thefr  in¬ 
ternal  polity  and  taxation,  as  are  derived 
from  their  own  confent,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  fovereign,  or  his  fub- 
flitutes,  and  that  the  fame  hath  been 
conftantly  recognized  by  the  King  and 
People  of  Great  Britain. 
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NUMBER  VIII. 

< 

OSioher  i,  1765. 

Copy  of  a  Reprefentatio7i  of  the  Lords  Cork^ 
mifioners  for  Lrade  and  Plaittations, 
touching  the  Proceedings  and  Refolutions 
cf  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  Maf- 
fachufet’s  Bay,  'with  refpeSi  to  the  Adi 
for  levying  a  Duty  upon  Stamps  in  A- 
merica,  and  to  other  Adis  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain. 


Po  the  KIN  G's  Mof  Excellent  Majefiy. 

t 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly^ 

II  E  Houfe  of  Reprefentatlves  of 
your  Majefty's  Province  of  Mafia- 
chufefs  Bay  having,  laft  year,  printed 
and  publifhed,  in  the  journals  of  their 
proceedings,  a  letter  from  a  Committee 
of  that  Houfe  to  their  Agent  here ;  in 
which  letter  the  a£ls  and  refolutions  of 
the  Parliament,  of  Great* Britain  were 
treated  with  the  moft  indecent  difrefpeft, 
ar.d  principles  tending  to  a  denial  of  the 

right 
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right  of  Parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon 
your  Majefty’s  fubjefls  in  the  Colonies, 
were  openly  avowed  ;  our  predeceflbrs  in 
office  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranfmit 
this  tranfadlion  to  your  Majefty’s  confi- 
deration,  to  the  end  that  fuch  diredlions 
might  be  given,  as  the  nature  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  matter  fhould  appear  to 
require. 

Since  this,  and  fince  the  palling  the 
adl  of  Parliament  for  levying  a  ftamp 
duty  in  America,  the  grounds  of  which 
a£l  gave  rife  to  the  reflexions  contained 
in  the  above-mentioned  letter,  the  fame 
fpirit  that  dictated  the  fentiments  it  ex- 
prefles,  has  appeared  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  faid  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives. 

Upon  the  eledlion  of  counfellors,  who, 
by  the  conftitution  of  this  Colony,  are 
annually  chofen  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fenlatives,  the  flrongeft  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  preclude  your  Majefty’s  fecretary 
of  Rate,  w'ho  has  always  been  a  member 
of  the  council  from  his  feat  at  that 
Board  j  and  this,  as  your  Majefty’s  go¬ 
vernor  reprefents,  merely  on  account  of 

d  his 
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his  having  received  an  appointment  (un- 
lolicited)  to  be  a  diftributor  of  the 
Eamps :  and  the  motion  made  in  that 
Houfe,  to  difcontinue  the  annual  falary 
allowed  for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty’s 
governor,  upon  which  proceeding  we 
have  this  day  made  a  feparate  reprelenta- 
tion  to  your  Majefly,  feems  to  have  a- 
rifen  from  the  fame  motives. 

Thefe,  however,  being  only  attempts 
of  individuals  in  the  community,  would 
not  either  have  required  or  deferved  your 
Majefty’s  attention,  in  the  light  in  which 
we  view  them  ;  but  it  further  appears, 
from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  in  their  laft  feffion,  that 
this  Affembly,  having  thought  Jit  to  make 
the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  Jiamp- 
adi,  and  of  other  adds  of  parliament,  a  fub- 
jedl  of  open  qiieliion  and  difcufien,  came  to 
feveral  refoluticns  and  proceedings  there¬ 
upon,  which  they  kept  fecret  till  the  lafl 
day  of  their  feflion,  when  they  publiflted 
th  em  in  their  printed  journals — Then 
follow  the  refoluticns — Then  the  Board 
of  Trade  proceeds  thus  :  The  objedl  of 
the  refoluticns  and  proceedings  of  the 

Houfe 


liciife  of  Reprefe?2tattves  of  Mafachujef s 
Roy,  is  to  recommend  to,  and  induce, 
the  reil;  of  your  Majeffy’s  Colonies  in 
/Ime^’ico,  to  join  in  a  general  congref  cj 
commtitees  from  the  feveral  af  'emblies,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legi- 
fature,  and  'ictthcut  .any  previous  applica¬ 
tion  to  your  Majefly,  to  ccnfdcr  and  deli¬ 
berate  upon  the  a£ls  f  the  parliament  oj 
this  kingdom.  As  this  appears  to  us  to 
be  the  firft  inftance  of  a  general  congrefs, 
appointed  by  the  Affemblies  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  without  the  authority  of  the 
Crown ;  a  meafure  which  w-e  conceive 
of  dangerous  tendency  in  itfclf,  and  more 
efpecially  fo,  when  taken  for  the  pur- 
pofes  exprefl'ed  in  the  above-mentioned 
refolution,  and  connedled  with  the  fpirit 
that  has  appeared  throughout  the  w’hole 
condud;  of  this  particular  AfTcmbly  j  w^e 
therefore  think  it  our  indifpenfihle  duty 
to  fubmit  this  matter  to  your  Majefty’s 
confideration,  for  fuch  diredions  as  your 
Majcfty,  with  the  advice  of  your  Coun¬ 
cil,  may  think  proper  and  expedient  to 
give  thereupon. 

All  which  is  moil  humbly  fubmitted,&c. 


JVhltehall.,  OSl, 

J/^s-  da  N  U  M  D  E  R 
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Copy  of  a  Reprefentation  fr  om  the  Board  oj 
T fade,  with  fever al  Papers  tranfmittedy 
relative  to  the  outrageous  Behaviour  of 
the  People  at  the  Town  of  Bofton,  m 
Oppojition  to  the  Stamp-Duty  A£l.  Dated 
Odlober  lo,  1765. 

Po  the  KIN  G’s  Mod  Excellent  Majefy. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majedy, 

SINCE  our  humble  reprefentation 
to  your  Majefty  of  the  ill  inft.  in 
confequence  of  fome  alarming  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in 
the  -Province  of  MalTachufet’s  Bay,  we 

have  received  letters  from  — - ,  giving 

an  account  of  a  riot  of  a  moll  dangerous 
tendency,  which  had  arifen  in  the  town 
of  Bofton,  and  which,  diredling  its  fury 
againft  the  houfes  and  perfons  of  the 
lieutenant-governor,  and  other  principal 
officers  of  government,  continued  with 
repeated  adts  of  extraordinary  violence, 
from  the  X5th  of  Augull  to  the  26th  of 

the 


the  fame  month  j  at  which  period  the 
tumult  feemed  fufpended,  rather  than 

In  whatever  light  thefe  difturbances 
may  be  viewed,  whether  in  refpedl  of 
the  avowed  objedlj  which  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  and  abettors  of  them  declare  to  be 
a  general  refolution,  to  oppofe  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  execution  of  an  a<5t  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Great-Britain,  or  in  refpedt 
of  the  Hate  of  government  and  magi- 

Hracy  there,  which  -  reprefents  to 

be  utterly  incapable  of  refifting  or  fup- 
preffing  thefe  tumults  and  diforders,  they 
feem  to  us  of  fuch  high  importance,  that 
we  lofe  no  time  in  laying  the  letters  and 
papers  relating  thereunto  before  your 
Majefty,  that  your  Majefty  may  dired; 
fuch  meafures  to  be  purfued,  as  your 
Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  your  Coun¬ 
cil,  fhall  think  moft  prudent  and  effec¬ 
tual. 

Which  is  mofl  humbly  fubmitted,  &c. 
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number  X. 


hjXtra^l  of  a  Letter  from  — 

S - Y  C - Y. 


to  Mr. 


New-Tork,  Sept.  23,  1765. 

PI  E  refolves  of  the  of 

Virginia,  which  you  will  have 
feen,  gave  the  %nal  for  a  general  out¬ 
cry  over- the  Continent;  and  though  I 
do  not  find,  that  the  Affembly  of  any 
other  Province  has  yet  come  to  refolu- 
tions  of  toe  fame  tendency,  they  have 
been  applauded  as  the  protedors  and  af- 
fertors  of  American  liberty ;  and  all  per- 
lons  excited  and  encouraged  by  writings 
in  the  public  papers,  and  fpeeches,  with¬ 
out  any  referve,  to  oppofe  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  adt :  the  general  fcheme 
concerted  throughout  feems  to  have 
been,  firfi,  by  menace  or  force,  to  oblige 
the  fiamp  officers  to  refign  their  em¬ 
ployments,  in  which  they  have  generally 
fucceeded  ;  and  next,  to  defiroy  the 
ftampt  papers  upon  their  arrival  ;  that, 
having ’no  fiamps,  neceffity  might  be  an 

excu.fe 
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excufe  for  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  with- 

* 

out  them ;  and  that,  before  they  could 
be  replaced,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of 
the  people,  with  addreffes  and  remon- 
flrances  from  the  Aflemblies,  might  pro¬ 
cure  a  repeal  of  the  adl.  The  populace 
of  Bofion  took  the  lead  in  the  riots,  and 
by  an  alTault  upon  the  houfe  of  the  ftamp 
officer,  forced  him  to  a  refignation.  The 
little  turbulent  Colony  of  Rhode-ljland 
raifed  their  mob  likewife;  who  were 
not  content  only  to  force  a  promife  from 
the  perfon  appointed  to  diftribute  the 
/lamps,  that  he  v/ould  not  adl  in  that 
employment,  but  alfo  affaulted  and  de- 
flroyed  the  houfes  and  furniture  of  Meffi 
Howard  and  Moffatt,  and  obliged  them 
to  fly  for  fafety  on  board  a  flflp  of  war : 
the  firfl;,  a  lawyer  of  reputation,  had 
wrote  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Par- 
liatnent  of  Great-  Bn t am  to  lay  taxes  upon 
the  Colonies  s  the  othei'  a  phylician,  who 
had  fupported  the  fame  in  his  converfi- 
tions.  The  neighbouring  Provinces  feem- 
ed  inclined  to  follow  thefe  examples, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  almofl;  gene¬ 
ral  refignation  of  the  /lamp  officers. 


i 
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The  Bofton  mob,  raifed  firft  by  the  in- 
lligation  of  many  of  the  principal  inha¬ 
bitants,  allured  by  plunder,  rofe  Ihortly 
after  of  their  own  accord ;  attacked, 
robbed,  and  deftroyed  feveral  houfes, 
and  amongfl  others,  that  of  the  Lieute¬ 
nant-governor,  and  only  fpared  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s,  becaufe  his  effedls  had  been  re¬ 
moved.  People  then  began  to  be  terri¬ 
fied  at  the  fpirit  they  had  raifed ;  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  popular  fury  was  not  to  be 
guided,  and  each  individual  feared  he 
might  he  the  next  vidlim  to  their  rapa¬ 
city.  The  fame  fears  fpread  through  the 
other  Provinces,  and  there  has  been  as 
much  pains  taken  fince,  to  prevent  infurrec- 
tions  of  the  people,  as  before  to  excite  thenii 
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Extrabl  of  a  State  oj  the  Province,  con¬ 
tained  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  C— Y, 
dated,  Dec.  13,  1765. 


The  gentlemen  of  tire  law  make  the 
fecond  clafs,  in  which  are  properly 
included  both  the  bench  and  the  bar; 

both 
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both  of  them  a6l  on  the  fame  principles, 
and  are  of  the  mofi;  diftinguilhed  families 
in  the  policy  of  the  Province. 

The  merchants  make  the  third  clafs ; 
many  of  them  have  fiiddenly  rcfe  from  the 
loweji  rank  cj'  the  people  to  coitjlderable 
fortunes,  and  chief y  in  the  lad  'ivar,  by  il¬ 
licit  irade  j  they  athor  every  limitation  of 
trade  and  duties,  and  therefore  gladly  qo 
into  every  meafure,  vc hereby  they  hope  to 
have  trade  free. 

The  gentlemen  of  tire  law,  both  the 
judges,  and  the  principal  pradlitioners  at 
the  bar,  are  either  owners,  or  ftrongly 
connected  in  family  interef  with  the 
pioprietors  in  general.— The  gentlemeit 
of  the  law,  fome  years  fince,  entered 
into  an  aifociation,  with  intention,  a- 
mong  other  things,  to  alTume  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  government  upon  them,  by  the 
influence  they  had  in  the  afTcmbly  ^ 
gained  by  their  family  conneftions,  and 
by  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  whereby 
they  are  unavoidably  in  the  fecrets  oV 
many  families.  Many  court  their  friend- 
fhip,  and  all  dread  their  hatred  ;  by  thefe 
means,  though  few  of  them  are  mem¬ 
bers. 
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bers,  they  rule  the  Houfe  of  the  Afl'eni-' 
bly,  in  all  matters  of  importance ;  the 
greateft  number  of  the  aflembly  being 
common  farmers,  who  know  little  of 
men  and  things,  and  are  eafily  deluded 
and  feduced. 

By  this  affociation,  united  in  interefl; 
and  family  connections  with  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  great  tracts,  a  domination 
of  lawyers  was  formed  in  this  Province, 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  has  been 
too  fcrong  for  the  executive  powers  of 
government. — Befideswhat  is  before  re¬ 
lated,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that,  for 
feveral  years  paft,  the  Aflembly  grants 
the  fuppoit  of  power  only  from  year  to 
year;  they  increafe  and  leflen  the  fala- 
ries  of  all  the  officers  at  their  pleafure 
and  the  bill  pafled  in  the  Houfe  of  Af- 
fernbly  (the  author  means  the  Houfe  of 
Commons)  in  the  laft  feffions  of  par¬ 
liament,  laying  internal  taxes  on  the  Cc« 
lony,  and  paying  all  the  officers  of  go¬ 
vernment,  as  it  is  fuggefted  they  mayr 
intend  to  do,  will  deftroy  the  great  and 
undue  influence,  which  the  Alfembly 
has  gained  over  the  adminiftration,  to 
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the  great  prejudice  of  his  Majefly’s  pre¬ 
rogative  in  the  Colonies ;  and  it  is  chtejly 
for  this  reajon  that  the  popular  leaders  fo 
violently  oppofe  the  adi  for  laying  a  Plamp 
Duty. 
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Extradl  oj  a  Letter  to  the  Lords  of 


Trade,  dated  Aug.  15,  1766, 
ESTERDAY  morning,  at  break  o^ 


A  day,  was  dil'covered  hanging  upon 
a  tree,  in  a  ftreet  in  the  town,  an  effigy, 
with  inferiptions,  ffiewing,  that  it  was 
intended  to  reprefent  Mr.  Oliver  the  fe- 
cretary,  who  had  lately  accepted  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Stamp  Diftributor.  Some  of  the 
neighbours  offered  to  take  it  down,  but 
they  were  given  to  know,  that  would 
not  be  permitted.  Many  gentlemen, 
efpecially  fome  of  the  council,  treated 
it  as  a  boyifli  fport,  that  did  not  deferve 
the  notice  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 
However,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  as 
chief  juftice,  diredted  the  Sheriff  to  or¬ 
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der  his  officers  to  take  down  the  effigy 
and  a  Council  was  appointed  to  meet  in 
the  afternoon,  to  conlider  what  ffiould 
be  done,  if  the  Sheriff’s  officers  were 
obffrudted  in  removing  the  effigy. 

Before  the  Council  met,  the  Sheriff 
reported,  that  his  officers  had  endea.T 
voured  to  take  down  the  effigy,  but  could 
not  do  it  without  Imminent  danger  of 
their  lives.  The  Council  met,  repre- 
fented  this  ti'anfaclion  as  the  beginning 
of  much  greater  commotions,  and  de¬ 
filed  their  advice  what  ffiould  be  done 
upon  this  occafion.  A  majority  of  the 
Council  fpoke  in  form  againff  doing  any 
thing;  but  upon  very  different  princi- 
I'lles ;  feme  laid  it  was  a  trifling  bufinefs, 
which,  if  let  alone,  would  fubfide  of 
jtfelf ;  but  if  taken  notice  of,  would  be¬ 
come  a  ferious  affair.  Others  faid,  that 
it  was  a  ferious  affair  already:  that  it 
was  a  preconcerted  budinefs,  in  which 
the  greateft  part  of  the  town  was  en¬ 
gaged  :  that  there  was  no  force  to  op- 
pole  it,  and  making  an  oppofition  to  it, 
W'ithout  a  power  to  lupport  the  oppofi- 

|;ion,  would  only  enflaine  the  People, 
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and  be  a  means  of  extending  the  mif- 
chief  to  perfons  not  at  prefent  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  it. — The  Sheriff  was  ordered  to 
alfemble  the  peace  officers,  and  preferve 
the  peace  j  a  matter  of  form,  rather  than 
real  fignificance. 

It  now  grew  dark ;  when  the  mob, 
which  had  been  gathering  all  the  after¬ 
noon,  came  down  to  the  Town-houfe, 
bringing  the  effigy  with  them  ;  and, 
knowing  that  they  were  fitting  in  the 
Council-chamber,  they  gave  three  huz¬ 
zas,  by  way  of  defiance,  and  paffed  on. 
From  thence  they  went  to  a  new  builds 
ing,  lately  eredted  by  Mr,  Oliver  to  let 
out  for  ffiops,  and  not  quite  finiflied  : 
this  they  called  the  Stamp-office,  and 
pulled  it  down  to  the  ground  in  five 
minutes.  From  thence  they  went  to 
Mr.  Oliver’s  houfe,  before  which  they 
beheaded  the  effigy,  and  broke  all  the 
windows  next  the  ftreet.  Then  they 
parried  the  effigy  to  Fort  Hill,  near  Mr. 
Oliver’s  houfe,  where  they  burnt  the 
effigy  in  a  bonfire,  made  of  the  timber 
they  had  pulled  down  from  the  building. 
Mr.  Ohyer  had  remoyed  Iiis  family  from 

his 
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his  houfe,  and  remained  himfelf  with  a 
few  friends,  when  the  mob  returned  to 
attack  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  prevailed  upon  to  re¬ 
tire,  and  his  friends  kept  polfeffion  of 
the  houfe  :  the  mob  finding  the  door 
barricaded,  broke  down  the  whole  fence 
of  the  garden  towards  Fort  Hill ;  and 
coming  on,  beat  all  the  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  of  the  garden  front,  and  entered 
the  houfe,  the  gentlemen  there  retiring. 
As  foon  as  they  had  got  pofleflion,  they 
fearched  about  for  Mr.  Oliver,  declaring 
they  would  kill  him.  Finding  that  he 
had  left  the  houfe,  a  party  fet  out  to 
fearch  two  neighbouring  houfes,  in  one 
of  which  Mr.  Oliver  was  ;  but,  happily, 
they  were  diverted  from  this  purfuit  by 
a  gentleman  telling  them,  that  Mr.  Oli¬ 
ver  was  gone  with  the  Governor  to  the 
Cafile ;  otherwife  he  tvould  certainly 
have  been  murtbered.  After  eleven 
o’clock,  the  mob  feeming  to  grow  quiet, 
the  Lieutenant-governor,  Chief  Juftice, 
and  the  Sheriff,  ventured  to  go  to  Mr, 
Oliver’s  houfe,  to  endeavour  to  perfuade 
them  to  difperfe  :  as  foon  as  they  began 
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to  fpeak,  a  ringleader  cried  out,  “  The 
Governor  and  the  Sheriff,  to  your  arms, 
my  boys prefen  tly  after,  a  volley  of 
flones  followed,  and  the  two  gentlemen 
narrowly  efcaped,  through  favour  of  the 
night,  not  without  fome  bruifes.  I 
fhould  have  mentioned  before,  that  a 
written  order  was  fent  to  the  Colonel  of 
the  regiment  of  militia,  to  beat  an  a- 
larm  :  he  anfwered,  that  it  would  lignify 
nothing,  for,  as  foon  as  the  drum  was 
heard,  the  drummer  would  be  knocked 
down,  and  the  drum  broke  ;  he  added, 
that  probably  all  the  drummers  of  the 
regiment  were  in  the  mob.  Nothing 
more  being  to  be  done,  the  mob  were 
left  to  difperfe  at  their  own  time,  which 
they  did  about  twelve  o’clock. — Whilft 
I  am  writing,  I  faw  a  bonfire  burning 
on  Fort  Hill,  by  which  I  underftand  the 
mob  is  up,  and  probably  doing  mifchief ; 
I  fliall  therefore  dtfcontinue  this  letter 
till  I  can  receive  information  of  what  is 
done  this  night. 
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T  N  the  afternoon  of  yefterday,  feveral 
gentlemen  applied  to  Mr.  Oliver,  to 
advife  him  to  make  a  public  declaration, 
that  he  would  refign  the  office,  and  ne¬ 
ver  adt  in  it ;  without  which  they  faid 
his  houfe  would  be  immediately  deftroy-r 
ed,  and  his  life  in  continual  dahser  : 

O 

upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  authorize 
fome  gentlemen  to  declare  in  public, 
that  he  would  immediately  apply  for 
leave  to  refign,  and  would  not  adt  in  the 
office  (as  indeed  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  do)  until  he  received  further  orders. 


Augujl  22. 


my  letter,  dated  the  15th  and  16th 
inftant. — It  is  difficult  to  conceive  the 
fury,  which  at  prefent  polTefles  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Bofton,  of  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  men  :  if  a  gentleman,  in  common 
converfation,  fignifies  his  difapprobation 
of  this  infurredtion,  his  perfon  is  im¬ 
mediately  in  danger.  A  gentleman  ha¬ 
ving  faid,  that,  notwithftanding  what 
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was  pafl'ed,  he  would  accept  of  the 
/lamp- office,  a  day  was  fixed  for  pulling 
down  his  houfc;  it  was  prevented  not 
without  difficulty.  Another  gentleman 
having  mentioned  his  expeftation,  that 
fome  regular  forces  would  be  fent  into 
the  town,  was  obliged  to  make  inter- 
ceffion  to  prevent  his  being  mobbed.  A 
Minifter  of  the  church  of  England  ha¬ 
ving,  in  his  fermon,  obliquely  condemned 
thefe  proceedings,  has  been  threatened 
with  the  refentment  of  the  People.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  Minifler  of  one  of 
the  principal  meetings  told  Mr.  Oliver, 
that  though  he  was  forry  this  mifchief 
had  fell  upon  him,  yet  it  was  a  very 
proper  and  neceffary  proceeding,  and  he 
quite  approved  of  it.  Another  congre¬ 
gational  Minifter,  well  known  bv  his 
late  polemical  writings,  has,  as  I  "have 
been  told  by  feveral  perfons,  juftified  this 
proceeding  in  his  fermon,  and  prayed 
foi  its  fuccefs  ^  but  there  are  congrega¬ 
tional  Minifters,  I  doubt  not,  (and  I 
know  fome)  who  condemn  it,  but  they 
dare  not  fpeak  out,  which  is  the  cafe  of 
every  one  who  does  not  approve  of  it.— 
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I  would  not  willingly  aggravate  matters,- 
but  I  really  fear  much  worfe  is  to  come 
tlian  is  paffed  :  the  Sheriff  of  this  coun¬ 
ty,  a  prudent  and  refolute  man,  has  told 
me,  that  he  was  applied  to  by  fome 
fri  ends,  who  would  have  perfuaded  him 
to  refign  his  office,  for  it  would  foon 
become  dangerous  for  a  civil  officer  to 
appear ;  and  that  both  his  deputies  at 
Bofion  had  applied  to  refign.  The  firfi; 
of  November  is  appointed  for  a  grand 
jubilee;  when,  1  fuppofe,  there  will  be 
much  mifehief  done,  and  vengeance 
wrecked  upon  thofe  who  remain  friends 
to  government. 


Juguji  31,  1765. 

¥  T  is  with  the  utmofi;  concern,  that  I 
am  obliged  to  continue  the  fubjeft  of 
my  lafl  letters  of  the  1 5\th  and  16th, 
and  of  the  aad  inft.  the  diforders  of  the 
town  having  been  carried  to  much  greater, 
lengths  than  what  1  have  informed  your 
Lordfliips  of. 

After  the  demolition  of  Mr.  Oliver’s 
houfe  was  found  fo  pradlicable  and  eafy„ 
that  the  government  was  obliged  to  look 

on. 
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on,  without  being  able  to  take  any  one 
ftep  to  prevent  it,  and  the  principal  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  town  publicly  avowed  and 
juftified  the  aft,  the  mob,  both  great 
and  finall,  became  highly  elated,  and 
all  kinds  of  ill-humours  were  let  on 
foot ;  every  thing  that,  for  years  palf, 
had  been  the  caufe  of  any  popular  dif- 
content,  was  revdved ;  and  private  re- 
fentments  againlf  perfons  in  office 
worked  themfelves  in,  and  endeavoured 
to  exert  themfelves  under  the  mafk  of 
the  public  caufe. 

On  Monday,  Auguft  26,  there  was 
fome  fmall  rumour,  that  mifchief  would 
be  done  that  night ;  but  it  was  in  gene¬ 
ral  difregarded.  Towards  evening,  fome 
boys  began  to  light  a  bonfire  before  the 
Town-houfe,  which  is  an  ufual  fignal 
for  a  mob.  Before  it  was  quite  dark,  a 
great  company  of  people  gathered  toge¬ 
ther,  crying.  Liberty  and  Property,  which 
is  their  ufual  notice  of  their  intention  to 
plunder  and  pull  down  an  houfe.  I'hey 
went  firft  to  Mr.  Paxton’s  houfe,  who 
is  marffial  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty, 
and  furveyor  of  the  port ;  and  finding 
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before  it  the  owner  of  the  houfe  (Mr. 
1  iixton  being  only  a  tenant)  he  alfured 
them,  that  Mr.  Paxton  had  quitted  the 
houfe  with  his  heft  effedls,  and  that  the 
houfe  was  nis  j  that  he  had  never  in— 

.  jured  them,  and  finally,  invited  them  to 
go  to  the  tavern  and  drink  a  barrel  of 
punch  ;  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  fo 
that  houfe  was  faved.  As  foon  as  they 
had  drank  the  punch,  they  went  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Storey,  regifter-deputy  of 
the  Admiralty,  broke  into  it,  and  broke 
it  all  to-pieces,  and  took  out  all  the 
books  and  papers,  among  which  were 
all  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  and  carried  them  to  the  bonfire, 
and  there  burnt  them  :  they  alfo  looked 
about  for  him  with  an  intention  to  kill 
him.  From  thence  they  went  to  Mr. 
Holloweirs,  comptroller  of  the  Cufloms, 
broke  into  his  houfe,  and  deftroyed  and 
carried  off  every  thing  of  value,  with 
about  thirty  pounds,  fterling,  in  cafh. 
This  houfe  was  lately  built  by  himfelf, 
and  fitted  and  furnifhed  with  great  ele¬ 
gance.  But  the  grand  mifchief  of  all 
was  to  come. 
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The  Lieutenant-governor  had  been 
apprized,  that  there  was  an  evil  fpirit 
gone  forth  againft  him  ;  but,  being  con- 
fcious  that  he  had  not  in  the  leaft  de- 
ferved  to  be  made  a  party,  in  regard  to 
the  Stamp-adt  or  the  Cuftoni-houfe,  he 
refted  in  full  fecurity  that  the  mob  would 
not  attack  him ;  and  he  was  at  fuppcr 
with  his  family  when  he  received  advice 
that  the  mob  was  coming  to  him.  He 
immediately  fent  away  his  children,  and 
determined  to  ftay  in  the  houfe  himfelf : 
but,  happily,  his  eldeft  daughter  return¬ 
ed,  and  declared  (he  would  not  ftir  from 
the  houfe,  unlefs  he  went  with  her;  bv 
which  means  die  got  him  away,  which 
was  undoubtedly  the  occafion  of  faving 
his  life.  For,  as  foon  as  the  mob  had 
got  into  the  houfe,  with  a  mod:  irrefifl- 
able  fury,  they  immediately  looked  about 
for  him,  to  murder  him,  and  even  made 
diligent  enquiry  whither  he  was  gone. 
They  went  to  work  with  a  rage  fcarce 
to  be  exemplified  by  the  mod  favage 
people.  Every  thing  moveable  was  de- 
droyed  in  the  mod  minute  manner,  ex¬ 
cept  fuch  things  of  value  as  were  worth 
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carrying  off;  among  which  were  near 
loot.  1.  fterling,  in  fpecie,  beiides  a  great 
quantity  of  family  plate,  &c.  But  the 
lofs  to  be  mofi;  lamented  is,  that  there 
was  in  one  room,  kept  for  that  purpofe, 
a  large  and  valuable  colledlion  of  manu- 
fcripts  and  original  papers,  which  he  had 
been  trathering  all  his  life-time,  and  to 
which  all  perfons,  who  had  been  in  pof- 
felTron  of  valuable  papers  of  a  public 
kind,  had  been  contributing,  as  to  a 
public  Mufeutn.  As  thefe  related  to  the 
hiftory  and  policy  of  the  country,  from 
the  time  of  its  fettlement  to  the  prefent, 
and  was  the  only  colledlion  of  its  kind, 

•p* 

the  lofs  to  the  public  is  great  and  irre¬ 
trievable,  as  it  is  to  himfelf,  the  lofs  of 
the  papers  of  a  family,  which  had  made 
a  figure  in  this  Province  for  a  hundred 
and  thirty  years.  As  for  the  houfe, 
which,  from  its  flrudlure  and  infide  fi- 
nifhing,  fcemed  to  be  from  a  delign  of 
Inipo  Jones,  or  his  fucceffor,  it  appears, 
that  they  were  a  long  while  rcfolved  to 
level  it  to  the  ground  :  they  worked 
three  hours  at  the  cupola  before  they 
could  get  it  down,  and  they  uncovered 
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part  of  the  roof;  but  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
thicknefs  of  the  walls,  which  were  of 
very  fine  brick- work,  adorned  with  Ionic 
pilafters  worked  into  the  wall,  prevented 
their  compleating  their  purpofe,  though 
they  worked  at  it  till  day-light.  The 
next  day,  the  Erects  \yere  found  fcattered 
with  money,  plate,  gold  rings,  &c.  which 
had  been  dropt  in  carrying  off.  The 
whole  lofs  in  this  houfe  is  reckoned  at 
30C0I.  fterling. — It  was  now  becoming 
a  war  of  plunder,  of  general  levelling, 
and  taking  away  the  diftindlion  of  rich 
and  poor  :  fo  that  thofe  gentlemen,  who 
had  promoted  and  approved  the  cruel 
treatment  of  Mr.  Oliver,  became  now 
as  fearful  for  themfelves  as  the  moft  loyal 

perfon  in  the  town  could  be. - 'When 

firft  the  town  took  this  new  turn,  I  was 
in  hopes  that  they  would  have  difavowed 
all  the  riotous  proceedings ;  that  of  the 
firft  night,  as  well  as  the  laE.-  But  it  is 
no  fuch  thing,  great  pains  are  taken  to 
feparate  the  two  riots :  what  was  done 
againft  Mr.  Oliver  is  ftill  approved  of,  as 
a  necelfary  declaration  of  their  refolution 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  Stainp-aft ;  and 
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even  the  cruel  treatment  of  him  and  his 
family  is  juftified  by  its  confequences,  the 
frightening  him  into  a  refignation  :  and 
it  has  been  publicly  hinted,  that  if  aline 
is  not  drawn  betv/een  the  firft  riot  and 
the  laft,  the  Civil  Power  will  not  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  principal  people  of  the 
town,  as  it  is  affured  it  fhall  be  now. — 
So  that  the  prefent  authority  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  is  only  exercifed  upon  condi¬ 
tion,  and  with  prefcribed  limitations. 
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Extract  Jrom  News-Papers^ 


New -Tor  Nov.  4. 


H  E  late  extraordinary  and  unpre- 


JL  cedented  preparations  in  Fort 
George,  and  the  fecuring  the  ftamped 
paper  in  that  garrifon,  having  greatly 
alarmed  and  difpleafed  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  a  vaft  number  of  them  aflem- 
bled  laft  Friday  evening  in  the  Com¬ 
mons,  from  whence  they  marched  down 
the  Fly,  (preceded  by  a  number  of 


lights) 
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lights)  and  having  (lopped  a  few  minutes 
at  the  cofFee-houfe,  proceeded  to  tlie  fort 
walls;  when  they  broke  open  the  ftablc 
of  the  Lieutenant-governor,  took  out 
his  coach,  and,  after  carrvintj  the  fame 
through  the  principal  (Ireets  of  the  city 
in  triumph,  marched  to  the  Commons, 
where  a  gallows  was  ereded,  at  one  end 
of  which  was  fufpended  the  effigy  of  the 
perfon  whofe  property  the  coach  was  : 
in  his  right  hand  he  held  a  (lamped  bill 
of  lading,  and  on  his  bread  was  affixed 
a  paper  with  the  following  infcription, 
The  Rebel  Drummer  in  the  Tear  1765  ;  at 
his  back  was  fixed  a  drum,  the  badge  of 
his  profeffion  ;  at  the  other  end  of  the 
gallows  hung  the  figure  of  the  Devil,  a 
proper  companion  for  the  other,  as  it  is 
fuppofed  it  was  entirely  at  his  indigatloil 
he  aded :  after  they  had  hung  there  a 
confiderable  time,  they  carried  the  effi¬ 
gies  with  the  gallows  entire,  being  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  coach,  in  a  grand  prccef- 
fiort,  to  the  gate  of  the  fort,  where  it 
remained  for  fome  time  ;  from  whence 
it  was  removed  to  the  Bowling-green, 
under  the  muzzles  of  the  fort  guns, 
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where  a  bonfire  was  immediately  made, 
and  the  Drummer,  Devil,  Coach,  &c. 
were  confumed,  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  fome  thoufands  of  fpedlators ;  and, 
we  make  no  doubt,  but  the  Lieutenant- 
governor  and  his  friends  had  the  morti¬ 
fication  of  viewing  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  ramparts  of  the  fort.  But 
the  bufinefs  of  the  night  not  being  yet 
concluded,  the  whole  body  proceeded 
with  the  greatefl  decency  and  good  or¬ 
der  to  Vauxhall,  the  houfe  of  major 
James,  who,  it  was  reported,  was  a 
•friend  to  the  Stamp-a£f,  and  had  been 
over  officious  in  his  duty,  from  whence 
they  took  every  individual  article,  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount,  and  having 
made  another  bonfire,  the  w'hole  was 
confumed  in  the  flames,  to  the  great  fa- 
tisfadtion  of  every  perfon  prefent ;  after 
which  they  difperfed,  and  evei-y  man 
w’ent  to  his  refpedlive  habitation.  The 
whole  affair  was  conducted  with  fuch 
decorum,  that  not  the  leaf:  accident 
happened. 
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NUMBER  XIV, 

Philadelphia,  In  AJfcjnhly^  Sepi.li^  ^7^5* 

♦ 

H  E  Houfe  taking  into  confidera- 
X  tion,  that  an  aft  of  parliament  has 
lately  palled  in  England,  for  impofing 
certain  llamp-duties,  and  other  duties, 
on  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  in  America, 
whereby  they  conceive  fome  of  their 
moft  elTential  and  valuable  rights  as  Bri- 
tifli  fubjeds  to  be  deeply  affeded,  think 
it  a  duty  they  owe  to  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  to  come  to  the  following 
refolutions,  viz. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  Allem- 
blies  of  this  Province  have,  from  time 
to  time,  njibenever  rcquijiiions  haxe  tee?i 
made  by  his  Majefly  for  carrying  on  inilitary 
operations  for  the  deje7ice  of  AiJierica,  moll 
chearfully  and  liberally  contributed  their 
full  proportion  of  men  and  money  for 
thofe  fervices. 

Refolved,  ncm.  con.  That  whenever 
his  Majefty’s  fervice  fliall,  for  the  future, 
require  the  aids  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  and  they  fail  be  called  upon 
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Jtr  that  purpcfe  in  a  conliitutional  ^atay,  it 
will  be  their  indifpenlible  duty,  moft 
chcarfully  and  liberally  to  grant  to  his 
Alajefly  their  proportion  of  men  and 
money,  for  the  delence,  fecurity  and 
otlier  public  fervices  of  the  Britilhi  Arne- 
rican  Colonies. 

Refolved,  r.cm.  con.  That  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Province  are  entitled  to  all 
the  liberties,  rights,  and  privileges  of 
his  Majefly’s  fubjedls  in  Great-Britain  or 
elfewhere  ^  and  that  the  conftitution  of 
government  in  this  Province  is  founded 
on  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and 
the  noble  principles  of  Englifh  liberty, 
and  therefore  is,  or  ought  to  be,  per¬ 
fectly  free. 

Refolved,  nem.  con,  That  it  is  the  in- 
tereft,  birthright,  and  indubitable  pri¬ 
vilege  of  every  Britilh  fubject,  to  be 
taxed  only  by  his  own  confent,  or  that 
of  his  legal  reprefentatives,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  his  Majehy,  or  his  fubftitutes, 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  only  legal 
reprefentatives  of  the  inhabitarits  of  this 
Province  are  the  pcrj'ons  they  annually  ele^lt 
to  frvc  as  members  of  /ifembly. 

Refolved 
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■  Refolved  therefore,  nem,  con.  That  the 
taxation  of  the  people  of  this  Prcvwce,  by 
any  other  perfons  whatfoever  than  fuch  their 
reprefentatives  in  Jfembly,  is  iinconftitu- 

tional,  and  ftibverfive  of  their  mof  ’valuable 
rights. 

Refolved,  non.  con.  That  the  laying 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  Pro¬ 
vince  in  any  other  manner,  being  mam— 
fefly  fiibverfve  of  public  liberty,  muld,  of 
neceffary  confequence,  be  utterly  de- 
Rrudlive  of  public  happinefs. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  reftino- 
an  authority,  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty, 
to  decide,  in  fuits  relating  to  the  Stamp 
Duties,  and  other  matters,  foreign  to 
their  proper  jurifdiaion,  is  highly  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  liberties  of  his  Majefty’s 
American  fubjecfbs,  contrary  to  Magna 
Charta  ;  the  great  charter  and  fountain 
of  Englifli  liberty,  and  deftruftive  of 
one  of  their  moft  darling  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  rights,  that  of  trials  by  juries. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  rellraints, 
impofed  by  feveral  late  afts  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  on  the  trade  of  this  Province,  at 

a  time 
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a  time  when  the  people  labour  under  an 
enormous  debt,  muft,  of  neceffity,  be 
attended  with  the  nioft  fatal  confe- 
quences ;  not  only  to  this  Province,  but 
to  the  trade  of  our  Mother  Country. 

Refolved,  con.  That  this  Houfe 
think  it  their  duty  thus  firmly  to  affcrt, 
nvith  modefly  and  decency,  their  inherent 
rights,  that  their  pofterity  may  learn  and 
know  that  it  was  not  with  their  confent 
and  acquiefcence,  that  any  taxes  JJoould  be 
levied  on  them  by  any  perfon,  but  their  c%vn 
rcprejentatives  ;  and  are  defirous,  that 
thefe  their  refolves  fhould  remain  on 
their  Minutes,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  zeal 
and,  ardent  defire  of  the  prefent  Houfe 
of  AlTembly,  to  preferve  their  ineftimable 
rights,  which,  as  Englifhmen,  they  have 
pofleffed  ever  fmce  this  Province  was 
fettled,  and  to  tranfmit  them  to  their 
lateft  pofterity. 
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TAXING 


THE 

BRITISH  COLONIES 
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AMERICA. 

The  First  entitled, 

“  Some  Remarks  on  the  moft  rational  and 
“  efFedual  Means  that  can  be  ufed  in  the 
“  prefent  Conjunflure  for  the  future  Se- 
“  curity  and  Prefervation  of  the  Trade  of 
“  Great-Britain,  by  proteding  and  ad- 
“  vancing  her  Settlements  on  the  North 
“  Continent  of  America." 

The  Other, 

“  A  Proposal  for  eftablilhing  by  Aft  of 
Parliament  the  Duties  upon  Stampt  Pa- 
“  per  and  Parchment  in  all  the  Britijh 
“  American  Colonies.” 
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TO  THE 

read  e  r. 

^T^HE  following  Papers  were  draw’n 
up  by  a  Club  of  Amcrtcaii  Mer¬ 
chants  ;  at  the  Head  of  whom  were  Sir 
VViLLiAM  Keith,  Governor  of  Pen- 
fyhanta-,  the  celebrated  Mr.  Joshua 
Gee,  and  many  other  eminent  Perfons. 
They  were  printed  and  publiflied  in  the 
rear  1739,  and  are  now  re-printed  and 
re-publifhed  entire,  that  the  World  may 
lee  what  were  the  Sentiments  and  Doc¬ 
trines  at  that  Time,  of  the  greateft 
Friends  to  America,  and  of  thofe  who 
were  bed:  acquainted  with  the  Rights 
and  Commercial  Intered  of  the  Colonies; 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  Edablidu- 
ment  of  Stamp-Duties  in  America,  by 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  and 
the  Application  of  the  Revenue  aridn- 
therefrom;  in  both  which  Refpeds,  the 
Flan  contained  in  thefe  Papers  agrees 

exactly 


iv  To  THE  READER. 

exadVly  with  the  Stamp-A<ft  repealed 
during  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament. 
By  comparing  thefe  Papers,  which  were 
printed  near  thirty  Years  ago,  with  the 
Dodtrines  lately  broached  in  America, 
and  now  publicly  avowed  here  by  Mi- 
nifters  of  State  for  the  firft  Time,  the 
Reader  may  be  enabled  to  form  fome 
Judgment  of  the  Merit  or  Demerit 
which  thofe  who  have  fupported  or  re- 
fifted  them  have  had  to  the  King,  the 
Parliament,  and  the  People  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  and  it  is  therefore  hoped,  that 
the  Publication  of  them  cannot  be  thought 
improper  at  this  Jundlure. 


Some 


Some  Remarks  on  the  mofl  rational  and 
e^eSlual  Means  that  can  be  ufed  in  the 
prefent  ConjunBure for  the Juture  Security 
and  Prefervation  of  the  Trade  oj  Great 
Britain,  by  protesting  and  advancing  her 
Settlements  on  the  North  Continent  of 
America. 

Incroachments  and  confi- 
^  derable  Advantages  which  of 
late  Yearshave  been  made,  elpe- 
cially  by  France^  on  the  Britifo  Com¬ 
merce  every  where,  but  more  particularly 
in  the  Wed  Indie s^  by  Means  of  that  Na¬ 
tion’s  having  the  Preference  to  furnifli 
the  Spaniards  with  all  they  want  in  thofe 
Parts,  and  confequently  to  ingrofs  an 
immoderate  Share  of  that  Wealth  or 
Bullion  which  is  the  Support  of  all  £a- 
rcpean  Trade,  is  a  Matter  of  fuch  Con- 
fequence,  as  calls  for  our  immediate  and 
moft  ledate  Deliberation  ,  becaule,  un- 
lefs  we  can  either  bring  the  Spanijh  Na¬ 
tion  into  that  Freedom  of  Commerce 

2  with 
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with  us  again,  as  they  have  formerly  been 
accuOomed  to,  andwould  naturally  chufe, 
or  by  feme  particular  Induftry  fecure  to 
Ourfelvcs  all  thofe  Advantages  which 
can  be  made  in  Trade,  by  carefully  pro- 
tedling  and  encouraging  our  many  exten- 
live  and  valuable  Settlements  in  America, 
it  will  in  all  Appearance  be  impoffible  for 
Great  Britahi  much  longer  to  fuftain  that 
Rank,  which  fhe  has  now  held  for  almoft 
two  Centuries  amongft  her  European 
Neighbours. 

With  great  Deference  and  Submiffion 
therefore  to  whatever  the  Councils  of 
Great  Britain  may  think  fit  in  the  prefent 
Jundlure  of  Time  to  determine,  with 
regard  to  Peace  or  War,  it  is  humbly 
propofed  only,  that  fome  little  Care  fhould 
be  immediately  taken  to  put  our  Colo¬ 
nies,  efpecially  in  the  Continent  of  North 
America,  in  a  proper  Condition  either  to 
defend  themfelves  againfl  any  Attacks 
that  can  be  made  on  them  in  War,  or  to 
protedl  and  duly  encourage  their  lawful 
Commerce  in  Time  of  Peace. 

For  this  Purpofe,  if  we  pleafe  to 
confider  firft  the  Situation  of  the  Britijh 

Colonies, 
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Colonies*,  with  refped  to  their  Rivals  in 
America,  and  how  the  French  have  moft 
indefatigably  carried  on  their  Friendfliip 
and  Correlpondence  with  the  Natives  all 
along  bordering  upon  and  behind  our 
Settlements,  from  Rebeck  to  the  Mouth 
of  the  River  MiJJiJJippi  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico ;  fo  that  our  Indian  Traders  are 
continually  obftrufted  from  travelling 
Weftward  on  the  Lakes  by  a  Multitude 
of  little  Forts,  ere<fted  at  proper  Dif- 
tances,  and  filled  with  French  Soldiers  to 
protedt  their  own,  and  interrupt  our 
Commerce  that  Way;  by  which  Means 
the  vafi:  and  numerous  Nations  of  In¬ 
dians  to  the  Wefiward  are  wholly  de¬ 
prived  from  the  Opportunity  of  dealing 
with  the  Englijin,  notwithfianding  that 
we  can  afford  all  the  Commodities  they 
want  at  above  1 50  per  Cent,  cheaper  than 
what  they  pay  to  our  Rivals  :  And  next, 
if  we  do  but  examine  the  vafi;  Difpro- 
portion  of  Numbers  between  Us  and 
Them,  as  well  as  the  much  greater  Va-- 
riety  of  Commodities  wherewith  We 

^  2  can 

Vid.  A  Report  to  the  Lords  of  L^rade  from  the  Go^ 
'vermr  of  Penfylvania,  February  1718. 
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can  more  readily  fupply  that  Trade,  and 
the  prodigious  Spirit  and  Inclination  in 
our  People  to  carry  it  on,  nothing  fure- 
ly  but  infatuation  can  fuffer  us  to  delay 
one  Moment  in  raifing  fuch  a  fmall 
dumber  of  Regular  Troops,  to  be  con- 
Rantly  employed  there,  as  would  main¬ 
tain  our  unqueftionable  Right  to  the  va¬ 
cant  Lands  on  the  Back  of  our  own  Set¬ 
tlements,  encourage  the  Progrefs  of  our 
Plantations  Weft  ward,  and  thereby  eafily 
open  to  Ourfelves  a  free  Correfpondence 
with  thofe  vaft  and  populous  Nations  of 
Indians^  to  whom,  merely  for  lack  of 
the  common  Means  of  Accefs  to  them, 
we  are  at  prefent  altogether  Strangers. 

So  very  important  is  the  Nature  of 
this  Subjedl  juft  now,  that  in  cafe  of  a 
War,  if  our  Settlements  Ihould  conti¬ 
nue  in  that  weak  and  helplefs  Condition 
they  are  now,  to  lie  expofed  to  the  In- 
fults  and  Attacks  of  the  Enemy,  with¬ 
out  the  Protection  of  any  Kind  of  Forti¬ 
fications  either  before  or  behind  them, 
and  without  the  Aid  of  any  other  Troops 
but  a  loofe,  diforderly,  and  inftgnificant 
MiUtia, ,  furely  we  can  expeCt  nothing 
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clfe  but  fuch  Defolation  and  Ruin,  as  the 
Induftry  of  many  Years  to  come  will  not 
be  able  to  repair. 

Wherefore  it  is  humbly  propofed,  that 
a  fmall  Body  of  Regular  Troops  be  im¬ 
mediately  raifed  for  that  Service  on  the 
North  Continent  of  America,  to  be  com¬ 
manded  and  dilpofed  of  all  along  the 
Weftern  Frontier  of  our  Settlements 
there,  by  an  experienced  General  Officer 
under  the  Crown,  Independent  on  the 
particular  Orders  of  the  refpedlive  Go¬ 
vernors,  yet  to  be  affifted  by  them  in 
Council  on  every  emergent  Occafion  : 
The  Refolutions  from  Time  to  Time, 
and  whole  Proceedings  of  which  Gene¬ 
ral  Council  to  be  conftantly  tranfmitted ' 
and  laid  before  the  King  in  his  Privy 
Council,  as  the  dernier  Refort  and  fu- 
preme  Authority  in  all  Affairs  relating 
to  the  Plantations  ;  fome  fuch  Regulati¬ 
on  as  this,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  would 
effeftually  prevent  all  or  moft  of  the 
Dangers  and  Loffes,  we  have,  as  Matters 
now  ftand,  but  too  juft  Caufe  to  appre¬ 
hend,  and  at  the  fame  Time  it  would 
give  fuch  Proteiftion  and  Encouragement 
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to  all  manner  of  Bufinefs  in  the  Planta¬ 
tions,  as  would  greatly  pleafe  the  People 
Abroad,  and  likewife  bring  conliderable 
Profit  to  the  Merchant  at  Home;  fo  that 
there  is  good  Reafon  to  expert  the  Bri~ 
tip  Subjedls  in  America,  for  whofe  im¬ 
mediate  Advantage  and  particular  Ser¬ 
vice  this  Scheme  is  chiefly  defigned, 
would  on  that  Account  chearfully  com¬ 
ply  with  any  moderate  and  ealy  Tax 
that  could  be  laid  on  them  for  fo  good 
and  neceflTary  a  Purpofe;'  on  Condition 
however  that  all  the  Money  to  be  p  levied 
among  ft  them  pould  he  funffually  and JiriB- 
ly  applied  to  this  Service,  and  no  other: 
Ft  ■om  all  which  we  prefume  to  afjirm,  that 
if  the  Duty  on  Stamp  was,  by  AB  of  Par¬ 
liament,  now  edablped  in  all  the  Britifh 
Colonies,  and  that  the  ProduB  of  that  Re¬ 
venue  was,  by  the  fame  Authority,  Ifridtly 
appropriated  to  the  Service  of  thofe  Plan¬ 
tations  only,  it  would  moft  certainly 
anfwer  the  propofed  End,  for  the  En¬ 
couragement  and  Protection  of  Com¬ 
merce,  and,  thereby,  the  true  Service 
and  Honour  of  the  Britip  Nation;  all 
which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted  to  the 

Confideration 
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Confideratlon  and  Judgment  of  our  Su¬ 
periors. 

Much  has  been  faid  and  wrote  of  late 
about  the  Decay  of  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fadlory ;  but,  without  entering  into  the 
particular  and  various  Reafons,  how  that 
Staple  has  fuffered,  and  been  reduced 
from  the  very  flourilhing  Condition  it 
was  in  a  few  Years  ago,  it  will  certain¬ 
ly  be  more  prudent,  and  therefore  eli¬ 
gible,  to  difcover  and  encourage  a  new 
Vent  for  the  Woollen  Manufactory  of 
Great  Britain^  than  to  ftrain  our  Inven¬ 
tion  otherways,  by  contending  with  thofe 
Advantages,  which  our  Rivals  have  ob¬ 
tained  by  fuch  Induflry  and  Adanage- 
ment,  as  we  can  neither  interrupt  nor 
prevent. 

Suppofing,  then,  that  by  due  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  the  Colonies,  efpecially  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  we  Ihould 
proportionably  increafe  a  conftant  De¬ 
mand  for  our  coarfe  Woollens,  which 
is  allowed  to  be  the  Bulk  of  that  Manu¬ 
facture,  we  fliall  thereby  fecure  a  cer¬ 
tain  and  profitable  Vent  for  that  valu¬ 
able  Staple,  independent  of  all  borcigu 

Nations, 


Nations,  and  in  Defpite  of  any  Arts 
they  can  poflibly  ufe  to  obftruft  us ; 
which  Confideration  alone  is  fufficient 
to  demonftrate  the  important  Advan¬ 
tage,  which  muft  accrue  to  Britain  by 
protedling,  encouraging,  and  extending 
her  Plantations  on  the  Continent  of 
vierica. 


Proposals 
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Proposal  for  efahlifing  by  ASi  of 


Parliament  the  Duties  upon  Stampt 
Paper  and  Parchment  in  all  the  Britifh 
American  Colonies. 


HE  Cont  iguoiis  Situation  of  the 


-A  Bntif  Colonies  on  the  Coaft  of 
the  Northern  Continent  of  America^  is 
not  only  a  very  great  Advantage  to  the 
Trade  of  Pritatiiy  but  likewife  has  of 
late  Years  produced  fuch  an  Increafe  of 
Inhabitants,  as  has  rendered  them  vafily 
Superior  in  Strength  of  People,  when 
compared  either  with  the  French  or  Spa^ 
nifo  Settlements  on  the  fame  Continent; 
fo  that  under  a  wife  and  good  Regula^ 
tion  of  Government,  Britain  has  little  to 
fear  from  her  Rivals  in  America ^  and  may 
eafily  provide  for  the  Safety  and  Protec¬ 
tion  of  her  Dominions  there  v/ithout  the 
Trouble  of  frequent  Equipments,  or  ex- 
penlive  Expeditions  from  Europe. 
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But  as  the  Policy  of  the  Britijh  State 
has  wifely  divided  thofe  Settlements  into 
many  feparate  Governments  independent 
on  one  another,  whereby  they  cannot  be 
forced  into  any  Union  of  Councils,  or 
otherway  s  deprived  of  that  Liberty  which 
is  peculiar  to  the  SubjeA  of  Great-Bn^ 
tain,  fome  other  Method  muft  be  con¬ 
trived,  in  Cafe  of  any  Breach  with 
France  or  Spain,  to  raife  a  public  Fund 
in  America  for  the  Maintenance  and  Sup¬ 
port  of  any  Military  Force,  which  may 
be  found  ufeful  and  neceffary  to  be  kept 
up  in  thofe  Parts,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  Ballance  of  Power,  and  protect  the 
Trade  of  Britain. 

For  this  Purpofe  it  is  propofed,  that 
without  obftru£ting  in  the  leaft  any 
Branch  of  Commerce,  or  affeding  the 
Property  of  Lands  in  that  Part  of  the 
jBr/V/y/j  Dominions,  the  Duties  on  Stamps 
may  be  extended  by  Ad  of  Parliament 
to  all  the  Colonies,  and  the  Produce  ap¬ 
plied  to  anfwer  the  Expence  of  Land 
Forces  and  other  Public  and  neceffary 
Services  in  the  American  Plantations,  to 
the  great  Eafe  of  the  Mother  State,  and 

without 
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without  the  Trouble  of  applying  to  the 
feveral- Ah'emblies  in  fo  many  Diftindl 
and  Independent  Provinces,  w'lio  never 
could  be  brought  in  voluntarily  to  raife 
fuch  a  Fund  by  any  general  and  equally 
proportioned  Tax  among  themfelves. 

It  is  likewife  propofed,  that  the  feveral 
Kinds  of  Stamps  to  be  ftruck  for  Ame¬ 
rica  fliall  be  different,  and  bear  a  remark¬ 
able  Diftindlion  from  thofe  ufed  in  Great- 
Britain-,  and  that  there  lhall  be  one 
Commiffioner  added  to  the  prefent  Com- 
miffion  for  the  Stamp  Office,  who  lliall 
be  a  Member  of  that  Board,  and  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  fame  for  all  fuch  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Stamps  as  he  fliall  call  for  and 
receive  out*of  that  Office  for  the  Ufe  of 
the  Plantations. 

T'hat  the  laid  Commiflioner  for  Ame¬ 
rica  fhall  receive  his  Inftrudiohs  from 
the  Board  at  London^  and  be  diredfcd 
forthwith  to  proceed  to  every  one  of  the 
Colonies  in  America,  and  there  to  depute 
fuch  and  fo  many  Perfons  in  each  Colo¬ 
ny,  as  he  ffiall  judge  needful,  to  refidc 
at  the  moll;  convenient  Places  for  the  dc- 
liverirg  out  all  fuch  Stamps  as  the  Peo- 
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pies  Occafions  may  require,  and  are  cal¬ 
led  for  from  Time  to  Time,  he  taking 
good  and  fufficient  Security  for  the  Fi¬ 
delity  of  the  Officers  fo  by  him  deputed, 
giving  them  at  the  fame  Time  Inflruc- 
tions  how  and  in  what  Manner  the  Mo¬ 
ney  or  Value  of  the  Stamps  fo  by  them 
delivered  out  lhall  be  returned  to  the 
Stamp  Office  at  Londin^  where  all  Ac¬ 
counts  of  that  Revenue  are  to  be  regu¬ 
larly  made  up,  and  returned  every 
Quarter,  and  the  whole  Management 
thereof  fubmiited  to  the  Diredlion  of 
that  Board  from  Time  to  Time. 

That  the  Commiffioner  for  America 
fliall  have  Power  to  fettle  the  yearly  Al¬ 
lowance  or  Salary  to  be  given  to  the  Of¬ 
ficers  his  Deputies  and  Clerks  abroad, 
and  he  be  allowed  for  his  own  Trouble 
and  Expence,  which  will  be  veryconfi- 
derable  in  travelling  from  Place  to  Place, 

the  Sum  of 

per  Amiura. 
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Reason  s,  humbly  offered  in  Support  of 
the  above  Propofal  to  extend  the  Duties 
on  Stampt  Paper  ajid  Parchment  all  over 
the  Britifli  Plantations. 

The  Author  of  the  above  Propofal 
difclaims,  all  Views  of  depriving  the 
BntiJlj  Subjedls  in  the  Plantations,  of  any 
of  thofe  Rights  and  Privileges  which  are 
derived  to  them  as  natural-born  Subjeds 
of  Great-Britain^y  but  on  the  other 
Hand,  he  cannot  confider  that  Part  of 
his  Majefty’s  Subjecls  Abroad  to  be  in- 
vefled  with  any  Sort  of  Rjglits  or  Privi- 
leges,  that  are  of  a  higher  and  more  in¬ 
dependent  Nature  than  what  their  Bre¬ 
thren  of  Great-Britain  can  claim  at 
Home.  For  he  confiders  all  the  Amcri^ 
can  Provinces  as  fo  many  diflintt  incor¬ 
porations,  who,  from  the  Accident  of 
their  diftant  Situation,  are  inverted  with 
vaiious  Privileges,  eflbntially  necert'ary  to 
their  Society  in  feparate  indepenaent 
Governments.  But  he  conceives  that 
the  Subjedls  there,  are  under  no  other 
fupreme  Legiflature  but  that  of  Great- 

Britain  j 
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Britain ;  infomuch  that  every  Subjetfl  in 
America^  as  often  as  his  Occafions  re¬ 
quire,  has  an  indubitable  Right  to  make 
his  humble  Application  to  a  Britijh  Par¬ 
liament,  where  he  virtually  conceives 
himfelf  to  be  truly  reprefented  j  becaufe 
the  common  Intereft  of  the  Britijl:)  State 
or  Commonwealth,  moft  certainly  in¬ 
cludes  the  Subjedts  of  America^  equally 
with  thofe  of  every  other  Part  of  the  Do¬ 
minion,  and  fo  we  find  it  to  be  under- 
flood  by  the  Tenor  of  the  famous  A£t  of 
Navigation,  as  well  as  other  reftridtive 
Adis  relating  to  Commerce  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  Revenue. 

When  People  therefore  pretend  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  Intereft  of  the 
Plantations  and  that  of  Great-Britain, 
they  do  not  advert  that  thefe  two,  from 
the  Nature  of  Things,  muft  always  be 
the  fame,  even  fo  when  the  particular 
Intereft  or  Advantage  of  any  one  Colony 
is  placed  in  Oppofition  to  that  of  all  the 
reft ;  it  is  quite  from  the  Purpofe,  and 
cannot  in  that  Light  be  fuppofed  to  me¬ 
rit  the  Confideration  of  a  legiflative  fu- 
preme  Power. 


The 
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The  Grounds  of  the  prefent  War  with 
Spam  fufficiently  declare,  that  it  is  the 
Intereft  of  the  Britijlo  State  to  maintain 
and  defend  her  Settlements  in  America. 
And  the  Condition  of  many  Branches  of 
the.  public  Revenue,  as  well  as  of  the  na¬ 
tional  Trade,  for  fome  Time  paft,  in 
like  Manner  demonftrate,  that  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Interell:  of  the  Plantations  in 
general,  to  extend  their  Settlements 
W^eftward,  and  protect  their  Trade  with 
the  Natives,  is  a  very  confiderable  pub¬ 
lic  Concern,  worthy  the  Attention  of 
the  Legiflature.  And  it  being  not  only 
a  received  Maxim  in  Policy,  but  the  pe¬ 
culiar  Badge  of  a  free  Conflitution,  that 
every  Member  of  a  Commonwealth 
ought  to  bear  his  juft  Proportion  of 
whatever  public  Taxes  are  needful  to  be 
raifed  for  fupporting  the  Rank,  or  im¬ 
proving  the  Intereft  of  the  State,  we  may 
equitably  conclude,  that  fince  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  become  neceffary  for  Britain  to 
ered  Forts,  and  maintain  a  reafonahlc 
Number  of  Troops  for  the  Defence  of 
her  Dominions  in  America,  the  Subjcds 
there  will  have  no  juft  Caufe  to  com¬ 
plain 
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plain,  if,  for  that  particular  Service,  one 
ol  the  eafiefl;  and  lead;  burthenfonae 
Taxes,  which  the  Wildom  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  has  thought  fit  to  impofe  on  the 
Subjedls  of  Great-Britain  at  Home,  be 
now  extended  to  the  Plantations  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

Some  of  the  Advantages  that  would 
accrue  to  Britain,  as  well  as  to  her  Co¬ 
lonies,  by  fuch  an  Adt  of  Parliament, 
are  conceived  to  be  as  follows,  'ciz,. 

I.  All  the  Colonies,  but  efpecially  thofe 
on  the  Continent,  would  immediately 
and  mod;  fenfibly  feel  the  warm  Influ¬ 
ence  of  fuch  a  Protedlion  and  Support 
in  carrying  on  their  indudrious  Com¬ 
merce,  and  extending  their  Settle¬ 
ments,  as  they  have  not  hitherto  had 
any  Experience  of  j  and  it  would  be  a 
mighty  Encouragement  for  them  to 
have  annually  the  Occafion  of  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  Money  raifed  amongd: 
themfelves  for  this  Service,  was  fl:ridl- 
ly  accounted  for  to  Parliament,  and 
duly  applied  for  their  proper  Benefit. 

II.  It 
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II.  It  would  put  an  entire  Stop  to  all 
thofe  Complaints  anJ  Difputes  daily 
arifing  between  the  People  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  and  their  refpedive  Governors, 

•  about  railing  Forces,  and  otherwife 
complying  with  the  Royal  Inftrudii- 
ons,  in  Matters  which  are  truly  be¬ 
yond  their  Capacities,  and  always  con- 
trad  iftory  to  their  felfifh  and  narrow 
Difpofitions. 

III.  It  would  gradually,  with  Time, 
introduce  amongft  them  a  more  juft 
and  favourable  Opinion  of  their  De¬ 
pendency  on  a  Britijh  Parliament, 
than  what  they  generally  have  at  prc- 
fent ;  and  as  it  would  intitle  them, 
on  many  Occafions,  to  feek  Redrefs 
in  Parliament,  it  would  keep  the  fu- 
perior'  and  arbitrary  Officers  amongft 
them  in  fome  Awe,  and  prevent  a 
Multitude  of  injurious,  oppreffive 
Practices,  which  would  perhaps  be 
thought  too  invidious  to  enumerate 
here. 

IV.  The  Expence  of  Stamps  would  be 
a  very  proper  and  eafy  Cheque  to  that 
immoderate  Quantity  of  Paper  Bills 

D  ftruek 
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ftruck  in  many  of  the  Colonies,  to 
the  Difcouragement  of  fair  Trade, 
efpecially  from  Europe,,  and  which  no 
Method  yet  tried  has  been  found  fuf- 
licient  to  regulate  within  due  Bounds. 

V.  It  would  place  the  united  Strength 
of  all  the  Colonies  together  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Crown,  without  alfedl- 
ing  their  conftant  and  neceffary  Inde¬ 
pendency  on  one  another. 


Douglas,  in  his  Summary  of  America^  written 
and  publifhed  at  Bojion^  in  the  Year  1749,  fays, 
“  As  vexatious  Suits  in  Law  are  a  great  Nuifancc 
In  all  Countries,  and  the  fmaller  the  Charges  of 
Courts,  the  greater  is  the  Encouragement  to 
luch  Suits ;  therefore  there  fhould  be  a  Stamp-- 
Duty  upon  all  Writings,  or  Infcuments,  uled 
in  Law  Aifairs/' 
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xe.gn  Politics,  the  State  of  Europi  ic  a 

parual  Re  vi  e  w  of  N  e  w  Books  si^Pa  Mri"H  rT  • 

ftating  With  Candour  and  PreciTion  rh  nr' 


-.issassrssm'^m:: 


LIST 

OF  THE 

minority 

4 

IN  THE 

HOUSE  of  COMMON Sj 

Who  Voted  againft  the 

bill 

To  Repeal  the 

/ 

•A.  M  ERICAlsT  SxA  M  P  Al  C  X* 


A  PARIS, 

Rue  du  Colombier  Faux4 
bourg  St.  Germain,  a  I’Hotel  de  Saxe.  1766.  ^ 

Prix,  douze  Sous. 

'Avec  Approbation^  &  Privilege: 


Veneris,  21°  Die  Februarii,  ijt6. 


.  Queftion, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that  the  Houfe  be  moved,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Repeal  An  A61:  palTed 
in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament,  entituled.  An  All 
for  granting  and  apply  mg  certain  ft  amp  duties,  and 
' oth^  duties  in  the  Brittjb  Colonies  and  Plantations 
in  America,  toivards  further  defraying  the  expenses 
of  defending,  protecting,  and  fecuring  the  fame,  and 
for  amending  ftich  parts  of  the  feveral  alls  of  par^ 
'liament  relating  to  the  T rade  and  Revenues  of  the 
[aid  Colonies  and  Plantations,  as  direlt  the  manner 
Qp  PPetermining  and  Recovering  the  P enalties  and 
Forfeitures  therein  mentmied. 

It  was  afterwards  propofed,  to  leave  out  the 
v.’ord  Repeal,  and  infert  Explain  and  amend. 

The  Queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  word  Re¬ 
peal  fhould  remain. 

*  I 

Ayes - —  275 

Noes - 167 

Teller  for  the  Ayes,  Mr.  J'ho.  f  ownfloend,  jun. 
For  the  Noes,  Mr.  Righy. 

Then  the  main  Queftion  was  put,  and  agreed 
to. 
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A  Li  ST  of  the  Minority. 


J  ABERCROMBIE,  Efq;^  major  general  and  co- 
•  lonel  of  the  regiment  of  foot  Claclcmaiinanlhire 

J  D  ^  ^  ^  Li  ^  -r  •  1 


Edward  Bacon,  Efq; 
William  Baggott,  Efq; 


Norwich 
StafFordfliire 
Dcvonfliire 
Plymouth 
Woodftoclc 


Sir  Richard  Warwick  Bamfyldc,  Bart. 

Lord  Barrington,  fecretary  at  war  — 

Lord  Bateman,  majier  of  the  huckhounds 
Lord  Robert  Bertie,  a  lord  of  the  King  s  bed- 
chamber^  a  -lieutenant  general^  governor  of 
Cork^  and  colonel  of  the  yth  regiment  of  foot  Boflon 

Lord  Brownlow  Bertie  - -  Lincolnfhire 

Peregrine  Bertie,  Efq^  '  -  Weftbury 


William  Blackftone,  Efq;  folicitor  general  to  the 
^ueen 


Hindon 


Sir  Walter  Blackett,  Bart.  Newcaftle-upon-Tyne 

Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  Efq;  Chefler 

Thomas  Brand,  Efq;  Gatton 

William  Bromley,  Efq;  -  Warwickfliirc 

Hon.  Robert  Brudenel,  Efq;  a  groom  of 
the  bed-chamber  to  the  duke  of  Tork^  and 
colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  foot^  andj 
lately  made,  vice  chamberlain  to  the  ^leen 
Sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury,  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart. 


Hon.  John  Burgoyne,  Efq;  colonel  of  the  ibth 
regiment  of  dragoons  - 

William  Matt.  Burt.  Efq; 


Marlborough 
Suffolk 
Tam  worth 


Midhurfl: 
Marlow 


lion.  Charles  Sloane  Cadogan,  Efq;  jurveyor  of 
his  MajeJlys  waters^  and  treafurer  to  the  duke  of 
York  - -  Cambridge  town 


Right  Hon.  Lord  Frederick  Camp- 


bell 

James  Campbell,  Efq;  governor 

of  Stirling  caftle  _ _ _ 

Marquis  of  Carnarvon 
Lord  Carysfort  —  - 

Timothy  Cafwell,  p'fq; 

Earl  ot  Cathcrlough  _ _ 


GlafgoWjRcnfrevVj^cc. 


Stiiiingfliirc 
Radnorihirc 
liuntingdonffiirc 
Hci  tfor  J 
Glim  (by 
Richard 


u  J 
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Richard  CJive^  Efq; 


James  Edward  Colleton,  Efq; 

Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton 
James  Coutts,  Efq; 

Tho.  Coventry,  a  dire5ior  of  the  South 
Sea  Company  — - 

Patrick  Crauford,  Efq; 

Afheton  Cuzfon,  Efq; 

Sir  Hew  Dalrymple,  Bart. 

Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Hufley  Delaval,  Bart. 

John  Dickibn,  Efq; 


Montgomery 
Leitwithiel 
Cambridgefliire 
Edinburgh  city 


Bridport 
Renfrewftiirc 
Clitheroc 
Dunbar,  &c. 
Oxfordfhire 
Berwick 
Peeblefhirc 
Orkney,  &c. 


Sir  James  Douglafs,  admiral  of  the  White 
Archibald  Douglafs,  Efq;  a  lieutenant  general^ 

and  col.  of  the  I'^th  regiment  of  dragoons  Dumfriefliire 

William  Drake,  Efq;  Amerjfham 

Thomas  Erie  Drax,  Efq;  Wareham 

Sir  Lawrence  Dundafs,  Bart.  Newcaftle-under-line 

Thomas  Dundafs,  Efq;  Richmond 

Thomas  De  Grey,  Efq;  -  *  Norfolk 

Jeremiah  Dyfon,  Efq;  one  of  the  Lords  of 

trade  -  Yarmouth,  Hants 

John  Eames,  Efq;  one  of  the  ?na/lers  in  Chan¬ 
cery  -  — —  Yarmouth,  Hants 

Archibald  Edmonftone,  EA];  Dumbartonfhire 

^ight  Hon.  Gilbert  Elliot,  Efq;  treafurer 

of  the  chamber  - - - 

Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis 
Simon  Fanfliawe,  Efq;  a  comptroller  of  the 

board  of  green  cloth  — - - 

Sir  Charles  Farnaby,  Bart. 

Earl  of  Farnham  — - 

Thomas  Foley,  Efq;  - 

Alexander  Forrefter,  Efq; 

Colonel  Frafer  - — - 

Lord  Garlics  —  - 

Bamber  Gafeoigne,  Efq; 


Roxburghfhire 
Aylefbary 

Grampound 
Eail  Grinftead 
Tauntori 
Droitwich 
Oakhampton 
Invernefsfhire 
Morpeth 
Midhurft 

7"homas  Gilbert,  Efq;  comptroller  of  the 

King's  wardrobe  Newcaflle- under-line 

Sir  John  Glynne,  Hart.  Flint  town 

Lprd  Adam  Gordon,  coL  f  bbibreg,  of  foot  Aberdeenfhire 


The 
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Marquis  of  Granby^  TnoJ^ev  of  the  ofd- 
Tiunce^  and  coL  of  the  royal  reg^  of  horfe 

guards  blue  Cambridgcfiilrc 

.Sir  Alexander  Grant,  Bart.  J^ortrofe,  5cc. 

Charles  Gray,  Efq;  Colchefter 

David  Grxme,  Efq;  furetary  to  the  ^een, 
a  major  genet  aly  and  colonel  of  the  e^fjth  regi- 

jnentoffoot  - -  _  Perthflilre 

Kight  Hon.  George  Grenville,  Efq;  Buckingham  town 

1  homas  Grofvenor,  Efq:  CKeftrr 

Howell  Gwynne,  Efq;  - -  Qld  Sarum 

John  Hamilton,  Efq;  majier  of  the  Kings 

works  in  Scotland  - - -  Wigtown,  &c. 


William  Gerrard  Hamilton,  Efq;  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland 

Hon.  T  homas  Harley,  Efq;  — _ 

Sir  Henry  Harpur,  Bart.  _ 

James  Harris,  Efq; 


Ponte  fraH 
London 
Derbyfhirc 
Chriftchurch 
Dunwicli 


Gatton 


Eliab  Harvey,  Efq;  Kings  counfel  _ 

Edward  Harvey,  Efq;  a  major  general^  colonel  of 
the  r^d  regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  adjutant  ge¬ 
neral  in  North  America  _ 

George  Hay,  L.  L.  D.  dean  of  the  arches  court, 

ond judge  of  the  p!  erooative  court  of  Canterbury  Sandwich 

Edward  Herben,  Efq;  ^ -  Ludlow 

Lord  Hinchmgbrookc  - -  Btzckky 

Hon.  George  Hobart,  Efq;  -  Beeralfton 

rrancis  hoibourne,  Efq;  vice  admiral  of 
the  red  _ _ _  . 

Rowland  Holt,  Efq; 

Jacob  Houblon,  Efq; 

Jdon.  1  homas  Howard,  Efq; 

Thomas  Qrby  Hunter,  Efq; 


Dumfarling,  hz, 
Suffolk 
Hertfordfliirc 
Caflle  Rifing 

Charles  .Tenkinfon,  YScJJJudltor  ffAompts 
John  /  of  Wales  Cockcrmo»th 

Robert  Jones,  Efq;  _  _  r  r 

Anthony  James  Keck,  Efq-  ‘pg  on 

Edward  Kynaflon  Efq- 

Peter  Legh"^,  Ysf  -  Montgomcrylh.re 

lyiarq  u  is  of  Lome,  a  Ueut.  general,  and  c  ic  cr 

ul.  of  the  fvji  regiment  of foot  Dover 


'TnvBi.*'  y 

•/  ■'  ’■  ■’*'L*''V;  ■  j  ■  ■■ . ' 

■  'XMmif fee: 


y- 

ti 


Dover 

Richard 
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Richard  Lowndes,  Efq; 
Sir  James  Lowther,  Bart. 
Sir  Herbert  Lloyd,  Bart. 
Simon  Luttrell,  Efq; 
William  Lynch,  Efq; 


B  uckinghamfhirc 
Cumberland 
Cardigan  town 
Wigan 
Weobly 


John  Rofs  Mackye,  Efq;  paymajier  of  the 

ordnance  -  Kircudbright 

Alex.  Mackay,  Efq;  coL  of  the  b^th  regiment 

of  foot  -  —  Sutherlandfhire 

Right  Hon.  James  Stuart  Mackenzie,  Efq;  Rofsfhire 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  col,  of  the  yl 
regiment  of  dragoons,^  and  lieutenant 
governor  of  Hull  —  Kingfton  upon  Hull 

John  Manners,  Efq;  Ho ufe- keeper  at 

TVhitehall  '  -  —  Newark 

Samuel  Martin,  Efq;  treafurer  to  the  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Wales  < — 

Paul  Methuen,  Efq;  - ^ 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Millar,  Efq; 

Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland  Anan  Sanquhair, 

Thomas  Moore  Molyneux,  Efq;  a 
captain  in  the  3^  regiment  of  foot 
guards 


Camelford 
W  arwick 


Hallemere 


Airfhirc 


rion.  Archibald  Montgomery,  Efq;  equerry  to 
the  ^ueen^  governor  of  Dumbarton  cajlle,^  and 
deputy  ranger  of  St.  fames^s  and  Hyde  Parks 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  a  general  of  his  Majefys 
forces colonel  of  the  i  oth  regiment  of  dra- 
goonsy  and  governor  of  Sheernefs  Cockermoiith 

Sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  Bart.  Warwicklhire 

John  Morton,  Efq;  chief  j uf  ice  of  Chefter 
John  Moltyn,  Efq;  groom  of  the  bedchamber  to 
the  King,^  colonel  of  the  firjl  regiment  of  dragoon 
guards,,  and  a  lieutenant  general  — 

Lord  Moiintihiart  - 


Abingdon 


Richard  Neville  Neville,  Efq; 

Sir  Roger  Nevvdigate,  Bart 

Lord  North  -  — 

Sir  Fletcher  Norton  - 

Right  Hon.  Robert  Nugent,  Efq;  - - - 

Edmund  Nugent,  Y,i'q\  groom  oj  the  bedchamber 
to  the  King^  and  captain  in  frf  regiment  of  foot 
guards  -  - - 


Mai  ton 
Bo/Hney 

—  Tavilloek 
Oxford  Univerfity 

Banbury 

—  Wigan 

-  Briilol 


St.  Maws 
Robert 


/ 


r  7 

Robert  Henley  Oneley,  Efq; 
Lord  Orwell 


3 


Right  Hon.  James  Ofwald,  Efq;  joint  vice- 
treafurer  of  Ireland  _ _ _ 

Earl  of  Panmure,  a  Vieut,  general^  and  co- 
lonel  of  2if  regunent  of  foot 

Armftead  Parker,  Efq;  _  _ 

Thomas  Pitt,  Efq; 


Bedford /hire 
Ipfvvich 

Kinghorn,  &c. 


Forfar  flii  re 
Peterborouo-h 

O 

Old  Saru  m 
PJymoiitli 
Stockbridge 
Carmarthenfliire 
W  eftmoreland 


Sir  George  Pococke,  admiral  of  the  Blue 

George  Prefcott-,  Efq;  _ 

George  Rice,  Efq;  a  lord  of  trade 
John  Robinfon,  Efq;  _ _  .  - 

John  Lockhart  Rofs,  a  cafain  in  the  royal  navy  Peeblesfhire 
Lord  George  Sackville,  joint  vice-trcajurer  of 
Ireland  -  _ 

Hon.  Henry  Saint  John,  groom  of  the  bed- 
^  chamber  to  the  D,  of  Torh,  and  a  licut.  col  Wotton  Baffct 
Sir  John  Sebright,  Bart,  a  major  gencraly 

and  col  of  the  i%th  reg,  of  foot  Bath 

Henry  Seymour,  Efq;  groom  of  the  hed-cham- 
her  to  the  King 


Fane  William  Sharpe,  Efq;  _ 

Jennifon  Shaftoc,  Efq; 

Henry  Shiffner,  Efq;  *  _ 

James  Shuttleworth,  Efq;  _ 

Coningfby  Sibthorpe,  Efq;  _ 

Lord  Charles  Spencer,  verdurer  of  Which • 
wood  Forefl  — .  _ 

Right  Hon,  Hans  Stanley,  Efq;  governor 
^  of  the  Ife  of  Wight 
Sir  Thomas  Stapleton,  Bart. 

John  Stevenfon,  Efq;  a  director  of  the  Eajl 
India  Company  _ 

Sir  Simeon  Stuart,  Bart,  a  chamberlain  of 
the  Exchequer  —  _ 

Lord  Strange,  Chancellor  of  the  duchy  of 
Lane  after  — , 

Lord  George  Sutton  *  _ 

Marquis  of  Taviftock  — . 

Earl  of  Thomond  _ 

Thomas  Thoroton,  Efq;  fecrctary  to  the 

mafer  of  the  ordnance  _ 

John  Pugh  Pryfc,  Efq; 


Totnefs 

Callington 

Leominfter 

Minchead 

Lancafliire 

Lincoln 

Oxfordfliirc 

Southampton 
Oxford  city 

St.  Michael 

Hampfliirc 

Lancafhire 

Grantham 

Bedfordfhire 

Minehcad 

Newark 
Card  iganOiire 
Edward 


Tamworth 
Weobly 
—  King’s  Lynn 
—  Somerfetfhire 

■ —  Berkfhire 

—  Bedford 

Weftmoreland 
Weymouth  &  Melcomb 
Chipping  Wycomb 
Exeter 
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Edward  Thurlowe,  Efq;  King's  counfel 
Hon.  Henry  Fred.  Thynne 
Sir  John  Turner,  Bart,  — 

Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte  — 

Arthur  Vanfittart,  Efq;  _ _ 

jRichard  Vernon,  Efq;  — 

John  Upton,  Efq; 

Charles  Walcott,  Efq; 

Robert  Waller,  Efq; 

John  Rolle  Walter,  Efq; 

Henry  Wauchope,  Efq;  deputy  privy 
purfe  to  his  MajeJIy  —  Bute  &  Caithnefs' 

Hon.  John  Ward,  Efq;  —  Worcefterfliire 

Lord  Warkworth,  aid  de  camp  to  the  King  Weftminfter 
Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Efq;  Haflemcrc 

Alexander  Wedderburn,  Kings  counfel  Rothefay,  &c. 
Thomas  Whately,  Efq;  —  Luggerfhall 

Hon.  Thomas  Willoughby,  Efq;  Nottinghamfhire 
Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  Bart.  Norfolk 

Robert  Wood,  Efq;  Brackley 

167  Thomas  Worlley,  Efq;  furveyor  of 

the  board  of  works  Orford 

168  Right  Hon.  Richard  Rigby,  Efq;  teller  Taviftock 


F  I  N  I  'S. 


VINDICATION 


O  F 


THE 

Colonies 


By  y./lMES  OTIS,  Efq; 

Of  BOSTON. 

"  > 


Sedfugite^  0  mi/erif  fngiie,  aique  ah  lit  ore func?i\ 
Ru7npite  / 

Clamorcm  immenfum  tollit,  quo  potitus  et  omne^ 
lntre?nuere  unday  penitufque  exterrita  tellus 
Italia  curTJifque  immiigiit  jEtna  CaTjernis, 

•  Jiuit  as  rivisy  aurique  metallum 
Vulnijicufque  chalybs  TjaJld  fornace  liquefcit 
dlii  ^entojis  follibus  auras 
.Accipiunt  redduntquc ^  alii  Jiridetitia  tingiint 
ABjVa  locu :  ge?nit  impojitis  incudibus  antrum^ 
llli  inter  fefe  niidtd  <vi  brae  hi  a  tollunt 
Jn  numeruniy  Tjcrf unique  tenaci forcipe  ma/nim. 

VIRGIL. 


boston^  printed : 

LONDON,  reprinted  for  J.  A  l  m  o  n,  oppofite 
Bwrlington-Houfc  in  Piccadilly,  1769, 

'  [Price  One  Shilling.] 
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Ad  v'ertifement. 

following  Tra61:  is  well  known 
'®"  at  Bofton  to  have  been  written 
by  Mr.  Otis ;  and  is  now  republifhed, 
,  not  for  any  excellence  in  the  work, 
but  for  the  eminence  of  the  author. 
We  fee  here  the  firft  leader  in  the 
American  difputes,  declaring  the  uni- 
verfal  opinion  of  the  colonies  againft 
the  authority  of  the  Britifli  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Soon  after  the  news  arrived  in 
America  of  palling  the  ftamp  ad, 
Mr.  Hopkins,  governor  of  Rhode- 
IHand,  wrote  a  fmall  Trail  on  that 
fubjed.  He  was  anfwered  by  Mr. 
Howard,  in  A  Letter  to  a  Gentleman  at 
Haltj  ax.  This  Trail,  now  offered  to 
the  public,  is  Mr.  Otis’s  Reply  to  that 
Halifax  letter. 

I 


$ 


\ 


A  Vindication  of  the  Britifi  Colo- 
again/];  the  Afperlions  of  the 
Halifax  Gentleman,  in  his  Letter 
to  a  Rhode- If  and  Friend. 


T  had  been  long  expeded,  that  fome  A- 

— ^  would  be  drawn  in  fupport 

of  thofe  meafures,  which  to  all  thinking  men 
mull  appear  to  be  very  extraordinary.  Thofe 
who  are  above  party,  can  perufe  the  fpecula- 

Ckn  "  a  Quaker  or  a 

compofure  of  mind. 

boiml  themfelves  within  the 

far  refpedable.  All  who  grow  SaeeLs 

The  head  "of  a  iSS 

f/iattc  monarch,  with  a  dioal  of  fyeodaants 

thp^^^'lf  r  wretches  in 

mav  be  Leviathan, 

may  be  objecfls  of  equal  diverfion,  derifion 

wifl'bf -d 

Thf  b  ^  '■eh>e<aive  heads. 

The  laws  of  nature  are  uniform  and  invaria- 

effells,  fre^'Ten^atrio 

that  wonlH  K  to  generation.  He 

■on  em,l,  ,„  ,he  honor  of  being  a  liitle  one. 

®  “  Ere-L. 


[  2  .] 

i 

“  Bred  on  the  mountains  had  proud  Julius  been, 

“  He’d  jho7ie  a  Jiurdy  wreftJer  on  the  green.” 

The  Halifax  Gentleman  having  difcovered  ' 
that  governor  II— pk — ns  is  “  totally  unac¬ 
quainted  with  ftile  and  didfion,  and  yet  “  ea¬ 
gerly  fond  to  pafs  upon  the  world  for  a  maa 
of  letters,”  great  perfedion  might  be  reafo- 
nably  expeded  in  the  compofition  of  the 
friendly  epiftle.  Inftead  of  this,  are  found 
inaccuracies  in  abundance,  declamation  and 
falfe  logic  without  end  ;  verfe  is  retailed  in 
the  n-iape  of  profe,  folecifms  are  attempted  to 
be  pafled  off  for  good  grammar,  and  the  moft 
indelicate  fuftian  for  the  fine  tafie.  The 
whole  performance  is  truly  Fihnortun,  The 
pidure  is  very  well  charged  with  fhade  and 
thick  darknefs,  intermixed  with  here  and 
there  a  ray  of  light ;  now  and  then  a  flalh, 
and  once  in  a  while  is  heard  a  little  rumbling 
thunder  trom  a  few  diftant  broken  clouds. 

“  Some  futute  bard  may  fing  the  prefent  tirnes, 
“  And  HE  be  made  the  hero  of  the  fong.” 

Thefe  two  lines  are  crouded  together  in 
one  fhort  fentence,  in  a  profaic  form,  (page  4.) 

The  gentleman  (page  5.)  has  given  us  a 
portrait  of  the  Englilh  nation.  It  contains 
but  a  dozen  lines,  and  exprefles  or  plainly  im¬ 
plies  the  following  wonderful  group  of  ideas, 
viz.  “  A  high  pitch  of  glory  and  power,  en. 
vy  and  admiration  of  furrounding  flaves,  hold¬ 
ing  fall  the  balance  of  Europe,  a  rival  in  arts 
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'  and  arms  of  every  period  ancient  and  modern, 
impatience,  jealouly,  pride  and  folly,  prodi¬ 
gality,  particularly  in  laying  wagers  to  the 
value  of  kingdoms,  and  a  quick  fenlibility 
and  coni'cioulhefs  of  dignity,  which  renders 
plain  fimple  truth  intolerable.”  As  the  En- 
glhh  nation  expired  about  fixty  years  fince, 
in  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  ’tis  need- 
lefs  to  enquire  whether  this  be  a  juft  charac¬ 
ter  of  that  once  brave  and  generous,  free  and 
loyal  people  :  But  if  this  fliould  be  intended 
for  a  filial  compliment  to  Great-Britain,  ’tis 
a  very  indifferent  one.  In  the  late  war,  Ame¬ 
rica  joined  in  the  ftakes :  The  bet  was  not  for 
the  fafety  of  the  colonies  alone ;  it  was  for 
the  falvation  of  Great-Britain,  as  well  as  the 
plantations,  i.  e.  for  the  whole  community. 
Cornwall  railes  and  pays  one  company  of  dra¬ 
goons,  Devonihire  another ;  Is  Cornwall  more 
obliged  to  Devonftiire,  than  Devonddre  is 
to  Cornwall.?  They  are  both  obliged  by  the 
ftrongeft  ties  of  duty  and  loyalty,  to  the  gra¬ 
cious  Prince  who  proteds  and  defends  both  : 
To  each  other  they  owe  but  love  and  good  will. 

I  cannot  think  Mr.  H—k—s,  or  any  other 
of  the  writers  who  have  the  misfortune  to 
fall  under  the  fore  difpleafure  of  the  Hali¬ 
fax  Gentleman,  ever  really  intended  to  en¬ 
courage  fo  groundlefs  a  claim  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent,  uncontroulable  Provincial  legifla- 
tive.  Moft  of  them  ’tis  well  known  ex- 
prefly  difavow  fuch  a  claim.  It  is  certain 
that  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  hath 
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a  juft,  clear,  equitable  and  conftitutional 
right,  power  and  authority,  to  bind  the  co¬ 
lonies,  by  all  ads  wherein  they  are  named. 
Every  lawyer,  nay  every  Tyro  knows  this. 
No  icTs  certain  is  it  that  the  Parliament  of 
Great-Britain  has  a  juft  and  equitable  right, 
power  and  authority,  to  mpofe  taxes  on  the  co¬ 
lonies,  internal  and  external,  on  lands,  as  well 
as  on  trade.  Th  is  is  involved  in  the  idea  of  a 
fupreme  legiCative,  or  fovereign  power  of  a 

ftate.  It  will  however  by  no  means  from 

•/  • 

thence  follow,  that’tis  always  expedient,  and 
in  all  circumftanccs  equitable  for  the  fupreme 
and  fovereign  legillative  to  tax  the  colonies, 
much  lefs  than  ’tis  reafonable  this  right  ftiould 
be  pradifed  upon  without  allowing-  the  colo¬ 
nies  an  adual  reprefentation.  An  equal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  whole  ftate  is,  at  leaft  in 
theory,  of  the  eftence  of  a  perfed  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  fupreme  legillative. 

There  is  not  the  leaft  color  of  a  contradic¬ 
tion  between  the  paflages  from  the  “  rights 
of  the  colonies,”  cited  pages  6  and  7.  It 
muft  indeed  be  confefted  and  lamented,  that 
the  laft  citation  involves  a  fophifm,  unv/orthy 
the  pen  from  whence  it  fell.  But  the  critic 
with  all  his  fagacity  has  not  pointed  where  the 
fallacy  lies.  He  has  reduced  his  Honor’s  ar¬ 
gument  to  the  form  of  a  fyllogifm,  which  is 
conclufive.  “  The  people  of  Great-Britain 
have  not  any  fort  of  power  over  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  “  The  houfe  of  commons  have  no 
greater  authority'  than  the  people  of  Great- 
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Britain,  who  are  their  conftitiients “  ergo, 
the  houfe  of  commons  have  not  any  fort  of 
power  over  the  Americans.”  This  I  take 
to  be  literally  true.  Yet  by  the  following  re¬ 
duction,  the  fallacy  of  his  iionor’s  argument 
will  appear,  “  The  common  people  of  Great- 
Britain  have  no  fovereign  abfolute  authority 
over  their  fellow-fubjeCts  in  America “  The 
houfe  of  commons  alone  have  no  greater  au¬ 
thority  than  the  common  people  of  Great- 
Britain  j”  “  ergo,  the  BritiOi  parliament,  the 
King’s  Maje/ty,  Lords  and  Commons,  have 
no  lovereign  abfolute  authority  over  the  fub- 
Jedts  in  the  colonies.”  Who  does  not  fee  the 
fallacy  of  this  conclufion  The  inquiry  was 
not  of  the  foie  and  feparate  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  but  of  the  au¬ 
thority  of  that  augaft  and  tranfeendent  body 
the  parliament,  which  is  com.pofed  of  the  three 
branches  of  the  grand  legiflature  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  confidered  as  united.  But  all  this  fhows 
that  the  laft  citation  at  mod:  is  but  an  impli¬ 
cit,  and  is  far  from  an  “  exprefs,  denial  of  the 
authority  of  parliament,”  and  fhould,  by  that 
candor  that  is  infeparable  from  a  liberal  mind, 
have  been  imputed  to  meet  inadvertency. 

e  come  now  to  the  rationale  of  the  epif- 
tle.  “  I  have  endeavoured  (fays  the  gentle¬ 
man)  to  inveliigate  the  true  natural  relation,  if 
I  may  fofpeak,  between  the  colonies  and  their 
mother  ftate,  abjlrakled  from  C07npa5l,  or  poji- 
tive  hijlitution."  What  a  parade  is  here?  What 
“  a  folemnity”  does  “  he  give  to  his  per- 

5  formance  ?” 


[  6  ] 


formance?”  “  If  I  may  fo  fpeak.”  Who  wouid 
not  think  the  world  was  about  to  be  favored 
with  feme  extraordinary  difeovery,  too  mighty 
for  the  powers  and  precifion  of  language  ! 

Let  us  attend  the  courfe  of  the  bubble. 
“  But  here  (adds  he)  I  can  find  nothing  fa- 
tisfadfory :  Yet  till  this  relation  is  clearly 
defined  upon  rational  and  natural  principles, 
OUT  reafoning  upon  the  meafures  of  the  colonies 
obedience,  will  be  defultory  and  inconclufive.” 
“  Every  connedtion  or  relation  in  life  has  its 
reciprocal  duties ;  we  know  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  a  parent  and  a  child,  hufband  and  wife, 
mafter  and  fervant,  and  from  thence  are  able 
to  deduce  their  refpedlive  obligations.”  “  But 
we  have  no  notices  of  any  fuch  precife  natural 
relation  between  mother  Jlate  and  its  colonies, 
and  therefore  cannot  reafon  wdth  fo  much 

I 

certainty  upon  the  po'wer  of  the  one,  or  the 
duties  of  the  other.”  If,  as  the  gentleman 
tells  us,  he  could  not  find  any  thing  fatisfac- 
tory,  he  could  only  guefs  what  reafoning  would 
follow  :  And  I  leave  it  to  his  readers  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  he  has  not  proved  that  he 
guefied  very  rightly.  He  has  placed  the  re¬ 
lation  of  mafler  and  fervant  among  w'hat  he 
calls  natural  relations.  In  a  flate  of  nature, 
where  all  are  equal,  I  believe  the  gentleman 
would  be  as  much  puzzled  to  find  his  mafter 
or  fervant,  as  others  now  may  be  to  find  his 
equal.  Tis  a  little  ftrange  he  fliould  attempt 
to  reafon  on  a  fubjedt,  of  which  he  confelTes, 
he  could  find  no  “  fatisfadfory  notices.  ’  But 
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he  feems  determined  to  flounder  on  thro’  thick 
and  thin,  be  his  reafonings  “  defultory”  or 
conclufive. 

“  The  ancients  (fays  he)  have  tranjmitted 
(for  handed  down  j  ’tis  a  wonder  it  had  not 
been  tranfported)  to  us  nothing  that  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  ftate  of  the  modern  colonies,  be- 
caufe  the  relation  between  thefe  (and  their 
mother  ftate  (hould  have  been  added)  is  for¬ 
med  by  political  compaSl."  Brave  I  “  And 
the  condition  of  each  variant  in  their  original 
and  from  each  other.”  Better  and  better  ftill ! 
If  condition  means  the  prefent  ftate,  and  I 
think  it  can  mean  nothing  elfe,  what  a  delec¬ 
table  piece  of  jargon  does  the  clofe  of  this  pe¬ 
riod  make!  It  amounts  to  this  :  “The  prefent 
ftate  of  each  modern  colony  is  variant  in  its 
original,  and  from  each  other.”  Be  this  as  it 
may ;  if  the  relation  of  modern  colonies  to 
their  mother  ftates,  is  founded  on  political 
compadl,  how  came  the  gentleman  to  beat  his 
brains  to  find  out  “  their  natural  relation  ab- 
Jlradled  from  compact  or  pojitive  injlitution  V' 
To  what  purpofe  he  has  done  this,  he  tells  us 
when  he  coniefles  he  can  find  nothing  “  fa- 
tisfaBory"  about  it.  Arc  not  natural  and  meer- 
ly  political  or  civil  relatiofis  different  things  ? 
Is  it  not  a  little  jargonical  and  inconfiftent, 
in  one  breath  to  talk  of  “  invertigating  the 
true,  fiatural,  clearly  defined  relation  of  the 
colonies  to  their  mother  ftate,  abftrailed  from 
compact  or  pofitive  inftitution  ;”  and  in  the 
next  to  affirm,  that  fo  far  as  relates  to  modern 
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colonies,  this  relation  depends,  or  “  is  foun¬ 
ded  on  political  compad  ?”  Was  there  a  natu¬ 
ral  relation  between  ancient  ftates  and  their 
colonies,  and  none  between  the  modern  ftates 
and  their  colonies  ?  Is  not  a  “  political  corn- 
pad,  the  fame  thing  with  a  “  pohtive  in— 
Ifitution  ?”  Is  this  “  freeing  a  fubjed  from 
embarralTment  ?"  Well  might  the  gentleman 
“  fliun  the  walk  of  metaphyfics.”  I  wifh 
he  had  not  fo  much  avoided  that  of  logic, 
fic  every  where  feems  to  coniider  po^€K 
and  duty  as  correlates.  Surely  he  fhould 
he  the  laft  -  man  to  charge  his  adverfary 
with  ^  “  vague  and  diffufe  talk  of”  thofe 
levelling  notions,  “  right  and  privileges.” 
He  bewilders  himfelf  for  half  a  poor  creeping 
page  more,  abruptly  lings  a  reqiiiefn  to  his  fweet 
foul,  compofes  the  furges  of  his  “  philofophi- 
cally  inquifitive  mind,”  fatigued  with  its  late 
flight  alter  natural  and  political  relations,  and 
very  gravely  contents  himfelf  with  confidering 
the  “  colonies  rights  upon  the  footing  of  their 
charters.”  This  foothold,  by  a  new  and  bold 
figure  in  rhetoric,  he  calls  “  the  only  plain 
avenues  that  lead  to  the  truth  of  this  matter.” 

— facilis  dejcenfus  Avernid' 

The  gentleman  is  at  a  lofs  (page  8.)  to 

conceive  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the  colo¬ 
nies  now  claim  any  other  or  greater  rights  than 
are  exprefly  granted  to  them”  by  charter.. 
Is  the  gentleman  a  Britifh-born  fubjed  and 
a  lawyer,  and  ignorant  that  charters  from  the 
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crown  have  ufually  been  given  for  enlarging  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  grantees,  not  for 
limiting  them,  much  lefs  for  curtailing  thofe 
clTential  rights  which  all  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds 
are  entitled  to,  by  the  laws  of  God  andhia- 
ure,  as  well^  as  by  the  common  law,  and  by 
the  conftitution  of  their  country  ?  ^ 

(page  8.)  between  perfo- 
ml  and  po htical  rights,  is  a  new  invention, 
and,  g  applied,  has  perplexed  the  author  of 
It.  He  every  where  confounds  the  terms 
rights,  liberties  and  privileges,  which,  in  leo-al 
as  well  as  vulgar  acceptation,  denote  very  dif- 
erent  ideas.  This  is  a  common  miftake  with  ' 
thofe  who  cannot  fee  any  difference  between 
power  and  right,  between  a  blind  flavifh  fub- 
miOlon,  and  a  loyal,  generous  and  rational  obe- 
dience,  to  the  fupreme  authority  of  a  hate. 

Both  thefe  are  divifible  into  abfolute  and  rela- 
tive.  The  natural  abfolute  perfonal  rights  of 
individuals,  are  fo  far  from  being  oppofed  to 
political  or  civil  rights,  that  they  are^the  vely 

“  The  ahf  of  any  great  value. 

^  The  abfolute  rights  of  individuals,  regarded 

by  the  mun.cipa  laws,  compofe  what  is^called 

berties  of  Enghfhmen,  as  frequently  declared 
in  parliament,  are  principally  three.  i  The 
right  of  perMai  fecurity,  perfonal  bJI, 
and  3.  private  property.”  »  Befides  thefe  three 
pnvjary  rtghts,  there  are  others  which  are  J 

‘onda,y^^iJUordi„ate,  (,o  preferve  the  10^ 
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from  unlawful  attacks),  i.  The  conftitution  or 
power  of  parliament.  2.  The  limitation  of 
the  King’s  perogative  (and  to  vindicate  therri 
when  adually  violated).  3.  The  regular  ad- 
miniftration  of  juliice.  4.  The  right  of  jae- 
litioning  for  redrefs  of  grievances.  3*  ihe 
ri'^ht  of  having  apd  ufing  arms  for  felf-de- 
fence.”  See  Mr.  Blackftone’s  accurate  and 
plegant  analyfis  of  the  laws  of  England.  The 
geiitleman  feems  to  have  taken  this  and  fome 
Other  of  his  diftintdions  from  that  excellent 
treatife  very  ill  underflood.  The  2.n9.1y  IS 
had  given  this  general  view  of  the  objeSls  of 
the  laws  of  England.  I.  Rights  of  Perfon. 
il.  Rights  of  Things'.  III.  Private  wrongs. 
IV.  Public  wTongs:  Rights  of  perfons  are 
divided  into  thefe,  i.  of  natural  perfons;  2. 
cf  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  i.  e.  artificial 
perions,  or  fubordinate  locieties.  The  right*^ 
pf  thefe  are  by  the  Letter •  writer  flrangely 
confounded  with  the  political  and  civil  lights 
of  natural  perlons.  And  becaufe  corporate 
l*ights,  fo  far  as  they  depend  upon  charter,  are 
tnatters  of  the  meer  favor  and  grace  of  the 
donor  or' founder  ;  he  thence  infers  (page  9.) 
That  the  colonies  have  no  rights  indepen¬ 
dent  of  their  charters;^  and  that  they  can 
claim  no  greater  than  thofe  them.  ^  T  his 
is  a  contradidfion  to  what  he  admitted  in  the 
preceding  page,  viz.  That  by  the  com- 
Ln  law^elery  colonift  hath  a  right  to  his  life, 
liberty  and  property.’'  And  he’was  fo  vulgar 

as  to  call  thefe  the  »  fubjeds  birth-right. 

But 
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Bnt  what  Is  this  birth-right  worth,  if  it  de-^ 
pends  meerly  upon  a  colony  charter,  that,  as 
he  fays  rightly  enough,  may  be  taken  away 
by  the  parliament?  1  wiHi  the  gentleman 
would,  anfwer  thefe  quelHons.  Would  he 
think  an  eftate  worth  much,  that  mi<2fht  be 
taken  from  him  the  pleafure  of  another  ? 
Are  charters  from  the  crown  ufually  given  for 
enlarging  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
grantees,  in  confideration  of  fome  fpecial  me¬ 
rit  and  fervices  done  the  ftate,  or  would  he 
have  his  readers  confider  them  like  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  a  French  monarch,  for  limitins  and 
curtailing  thofe  rignts  which  all  Britons,  and 
all  Britiih  fubjedls,  are  intituled  to  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  nature,  as  well  as  by  the  common 
law  and  the  confiitution  of  their  country,  fo 
admirably  built  on  the  principles  of  the  for¬ 
mer?'  By  which  of  thefe  laws,  in  contradi- 
flindion  to  the  other,  are  the  rights  of  life, 
liberty,  and  eftate,  perfonal  ? 

The  gentleman’s  pofitions  and  principles,- 
that  “  the  feveral  New-England  charters  af- 
certain,  define  and  limit  the  refpcdive  rights 
and  privileges  of  each  colony,”  and  that  “  the 
colonies  have  no  rights  independent  of  their 
charter,”  and  that  “  they  can  claim  no  great¬ 
er  than  thofe  give  them,”  if  true,  would  afford 
a  curious  train  of  confequences.  Life,  liberty 
'  and  property,  are,  by  the  law  of  nature  as  well 
as  by  the  com’mon  law,  fecurcd  to  the  happy 
inhabitants  of  South-Britain,  and  con(fifute 
iheir  primary  civil  or  political  rightL  But  in 
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tlic  colonics,  tlicfc  ^nd  sll  otHcr  ri^Kts,  sddofd-* 
ing  to  our  author,  depend  upon  charter* 
Therefore  thofe  of  the  colonies  who  have  ho 
charter,  have  no  right  to  life,  liberty  or  proper¬ 
ty.  And  in  thofe  colonics  who  have  charters^ 
thefe  invaluable  bleffings  depend  on  the  meer 
good  will,  grace  and  pleafure  of  the  fupreme 
power  ;  and  all  their  charters,  and  ofcourfe  all 
their  rights,  even  to  life,  liberty  and  property,  ■ 
may  be  taken  away  at  pleafure.  Thus  every 
charter  in  England  may  be  taken  away  ;  for 
they  are  but  voluntary  and  gracious  grantsof  the 
crown,  of  certain  limited,  local,  political  privi¬ 
leges,  fuperadded  to  thofe  of  the  common  law. 
But  would  it  be  expedient  to  ftrike  fuch  a‘ 
blow,  without  the  moft  urgent  neceffity  ? 

In  all  ftates  there  is  (and  muft  be)  an  abfo- 
lute  fupreme  power,  to  which  the  right  of 
kgijlation  belongs  j  and  which  by  the  fingular 
conftitution  of  thefe  kingdoms  is  veiled  in  the 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  Now  Mag¬ 
na  Charta  is  but  a  law  of  their  making,  and 
they  may  alter  it  at  pleafure ;  but  does  it  thence 
follow,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  repeat 
every  ftatute  from  William  the  Conqueror,  to 
this  time  But  by  the  gentleman’s  principles, 
this  may  be  done  wantonly,  and  without  any 
reafon'  at  all.  Further,  by  his  logic  the  par¬ 
liament  may  make  the  monarchy  abfolute,  or 
reduce  it  to  a  republic  ;  both  which  would  be 
contrary  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  the 
conftitution,  which  is  to  preferve,  not  deftroy 
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it  j  and  to  tills  all  are  fworri,  from  the  King’s 
Majefty  in  his  coronation  oath,  to  the  meanelh 
fubjedl  in  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Into  fuch 
abfurd  and  treafonable  dodtrines  muft  the  gen¬ 
tleman  run,  in  order  to  be  confiftent.  Nay, 
all  the  vagaries  of  Filmer,  Manwaring  and 
Sibthorp,  and  of  the  whole  tribe  of  King 
Adam’s  fubjedsj  will  follow.  As  i.  That 
Adam  was  the  firll;  monarch  of  this  ear  th. 
No  Prince  has  a  title  to  his  crown  but  lie  who 
can  prove  himfelf  to  be  the  eldeft  heir  male 
of  the  body  of  Adam.  That  all  other  Princes 
are  ufurpers  arid  tyrants^  That  according  to 
Filmer,  God  hath  given  to  every  father  over 
his  children,  and  much  more  to  every  Prince 
over  his  fubjedis,  a  power  “  abfolute,  arbi¬ 
trary  and  unlimited,  and  unlimitable  over  the 
lives,  liberties  and  eftates  of  fuch  children  and 
fubjedis  j  fo  that  they  may  take  or  alienate 
their  eftates,  fell,  caflrate  or  ufe  their  perfons 
'as  he  pleafes,  they  being  all  his  Haves,  and  the 
father  or  prince,  lord  proprietor  of  every  thing, 
and  his  unbounded  will  their  law.”  This  is 
the  fubftance  of  one  of  Mr,  Locke’s  inferences 
from  thefe  words  of  Filmer;  “  God  hath  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  father  a  right  or  liberty  to  alien  his 
power  over  his  children  to  any  other;  whence 
we  find  the  fale  and  gift  of  children  to  have 
been  much  in  ufe  in  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
when  men  had  their  fervants  for  a  pofieflion 
and  inheritance,  as  well  as  other  goods' (and 
chattels);  whereupon  we  find  the  power  of 
cajirattngy  and  making  eunuchs  (for  finging 
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fdngs  like  Lillibullero,  &c.)  much  in  life  in 
old  times.”  Obf.  155.  “  Law  is  nothing  elfe, 
but  the  will  of  him  that  hath  the  power  of  the 
JuJ>reme  father.”  *  Horrid  blafphemy  !  The 
Lord  omnipotent  reigneth,  but  to  whom  hath 
he  committed  his  fupreme  power  and  authori¬ 
ty  ?  The  Pope  claims  to  be  but  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  HeaveOj  and  before  Sir  Robert,  none 
but  the  Devil  ever  had  vanity  or  folly  enough 
to  contend  for  the  whole  power  of  the  fu¬ 
preme  Father.  According  to  Filmer,  and  his 
followers,  among  which  the  Halifax  gentle¬ 
man  is  a  clofe  imitator,  “  they  that  fiaed  in¬ 
nocent  blood,  even  the  blood  of  their  fons  and 
their  daughters^  whom  they  facrificed  unto  the 
idols  of  Canaan,”  did  no  more  than  they  had 
a  right  to  do.  Upon  fuch  principles  Pharaoh 
was  a  pious  virtuous  Prince.  And  the  drown¬ 
ing  the  infants  in  the  Nile,  was  as  juftifiable 
a  piece  of  preventive  policy,  as  feizing  the  fhips 
of  the  French  without  a^  declaration  of  wan 
The  Philifline  rulers  too  adled  very  commen- 
dably  in  depriving  the  Hebrews  of  the  ufe  of 
iron,  it  being  very  certain  that  any  the  moft 
polite  people,  without  the  free  ufe  of  this  inva¬ 
luable  metal,  would  in  one  century  return  to 
the  favage  date  of  the  Indians.  “  If  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  hath  been  done,  fays  Mr.  Locke, 
be  the  rule  of  what  ought  to  be,  hiftory  would 
have  furniflted  our  author  with  .inftances  of 
this  abfolute  fatherly  power  in  its  height  and 
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perfeftion,  and  he  might  have  fhcwed  us  iij 
Peru,  people  that  begot  children,  on  purpofe 
to  fatten  and  eat  them.”  Mr.  Locke  has  reci-r 
ted  a  ftory  of  this  kind,  fo  horrid,  that  I 
would,  for  the  honor  of  the  human  fpecies, 
think  it  incredible,  and  but  the  meer  flight  of 
imagination  in  Gracilajjo  de  Vega  •,  like  Swift’s 
propofal  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  fatten  their 
children  for  fale  in  Leaden-Hall  market,  as 
almofl;  the  only  branch  of  commerce  that 
would  give  no  offence  to  the  good  people  of 
England.  See  the  ffory  cited  by  Mr.  Locke 
in  his  treatife  on  government.  Chap.  II.  andVL 
The  Filmerians  often  preach  the  principles  of 
anarchy  in  one  breath,  and  thofe  of  defpotifna 
in  another.  The  gentlernan  (page  9.)  fays, 
“  The  individuals  of  the  colopiAs  participate 
of  every  blefling  the  Englifh  conftitution  can 
give  them.”  “  As  corporations  created  by  the 
crown,  they  are  confined  within  the  primitive 
views  of  their  inftitution.”  “  Whether  there¬ 
fore  their  indulgence  is  liberal  or  fcanty,  can  be 
no  caufe  of  complaint;  for  when  they  accept¬ 
ed  of  their  charters,  they  tacitly  fub'mitted  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  them.”  This  is 
admirable  !  To  be  fure,  a  liberal  indulgence 
could  be  no  caufe  of  complaint.  I  have  heard 
of  a  fcanty  allowance,  and  it  often  happens 
in  a  tranfportatiqn  acrofs  the  Atlantic  :  but 
what  is  a  fcanty  indulgence''^  I  am  in  doubt 
under  what  fpecies  of  Hellenifm  to  rank  it. 
Is  it  Doric  or  Ionic  ?  Attic  I  am  fure  it  is  not. 
But  at  prefent  I  am  content  it  lliould  pafs  as 
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very  good  Englifh,  for  a  poor  pittance  of  bread, 
water,  ifinking  beef  and  coarfe  clothes,  in- 
ftead  of  the  roaft  beef  of  old  England,  praifed 
and  fung  by  fuch  authors  as  delight  in  compo- 
litions  like  Lillibullero.  Has  afervant  no  reafon 
to  complain  that  his  allowance  is  fcanty,  that 
he  is  half  naked,  and  more  than  half  ilarved, 
while  his  lefs  faithful  and  lefs  loyal  fellow-fcr- 
vant  is  well  fed,  plump,  gay,  and  clothed  in 
purple  and  fcarlet  and  fine  linen,  faring  fump- 
tuoufly  every  day,  upon  the  fpoils  of  his  neigh¬ 
bour  ?  But  admitting  the  former  has  no  right 
to  complain,  or  utter  a  fingle  figh,  the  forced 
effedl  of  “  fubmiffive  fear  and  mingled  rage,’’ 

I  cannot  for  the  heart  of  me  conceive  how  he  - 
“  participates  of  every  blefiing”  of  his  fellow- 
fervant ;  unlefs  the  gentleman  will  contend 
that  half  a  loaf  is  equal  to  a  whole  one,  and 
that  Martin  and  ^ack  were  really  a  couple  of 
fcoundrels,  for  denying  that  the  crufts  Lord  ' 
Peter  would  have  palm’d  upon  them,  v/ere 
very  good  Banftead-down  mutton.  That  “  the 
colonifts  do  not  hold  their  rights  as  a  privilege, 
granted  them,  nor  enjoy  them  as  a  grace  and 
favour  beftowed,  but  poflefs  them  as  an  inhe¬ 
rent,  indefeafible  right,”  as  Mr.  H— k— s  very 
juftly  aflerts,  is  a  felf-evident  propofition,  to, 
every  one  in  the  leaft  verfed  in  the  laws  of  na¬ 
ture  and  nations,  or  but  moderately  {killed  in 
the  common  law,  except  the  learned  gentle-, 
man  of  Plalifax.  Even  the  King’s  writs  are 
divided  into  thofe  which  the  lubjecl  hath  a 
right  to,  CK  debito  iuftitiae,  and  thofe  which , 
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depend  ppon  meer  grace  and  favor.  Thefe 
inay  be  denied,  the  others  cannot.  The  eflen- 

t^ial  rights  of  Britifhcoioniftsftand  on  the  fame 
bafis  with  thofeof  their  feliow-fubjefts  of  the 
lame  rank  in  any  of  the  three  kingdoms. 

What  the  gentleman  adds,  viz.  that  this 
poftuiatum  of  Mr.  H— pk— s  cannot  be  true, 

'  with  regard  to  political  rights,”  by  which  he 
evi  ent  y  means  the  peculiar  privileges  of 
fubordinate  powers  granted  by  charter,  is 
(aiking  his  pardon)  meer  impertinence,  and,  in 
a  gentleman  of  his  fenfe,  could  arife  only  from 
a  certain  fet  of  prejudices  having  fo  far  blind¬ 
ed  him,  as  to  make  him  confound  the  ideas  of 

fubordinate  privileges  with  elTen- 
tial,  natural  and  civil  rights,  as  is  above  moft 
abundantly  demonftrated,  and  clearly  appears 
from  his  own  words;  (page  lo.)  «  The  force 

P^’'5^^'^ent,  over  the  colonies,  is 

k  r n  common  law,  the  origin 
and  balls  of  all  thofe  inherent  and  pri~ 

which  conftitute  the  boaft  and  felidty 

faid  the  juftly 

cafe  I  lb  ^Briton ;  becaufe,  in  that 

ca  e,  I_  Ihould  not  have  fufpeaed  him  of  a 

Filnierian  fneer  in  this  place,  which  jealoufy 

his  dogmas  elfewhere  will  juftify.  The  inhe- 

uch  derided  and  defpifed  in  other  parts  of 

performance,  are  here  admitted,  in  jell;  or 

^  The  origin  of 

hofe  rights  IS  in  the  law  of  nature  and  iLu- 

ftor.  This  law  is  the  grand  bafis  of  the  com- 

mon 


■  ^  \v-  ... 

diiii-  ■  i-f :/  ■ 


X 


..[>53 

f 

ir.on  law,  and  of  all  other  municipal  laws  that 
are  worth  a  rulh.  True  it  is,  that  every  aft  of 
parliament,  which  names  the  colonies,  or 
defcribes  them  as  by  the  words  “  plantations 
or  dominions,”  binds  them.  But  this  is  not 
fo  ftriclly  and  properly  fpeaking  by  the  comr 
mon  law,  as  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  by 
the  conftitution  of  a  parliament,  or  fovereign 
and  fupreme  legiflative,  in  a  Bate.  ’Tis  as 
true,  that  when  the  colonies  are  not  named 
©r  defcribed  by  an  aQ  of  parliament,  they  are 
not  bound  by  it. 

■  What  is  the  reafon  of  all  this  ?  haret^  in 
Utera  haret  in  cortice.  Surely  the  bare  naming 
of  the  colonies  hath  no  magical  charm  or 
force  in  it.  That  the  colonies  fliould  be 
bound  by  adls  of  parliament  wherein  they  are 
named,  is  an  exception  from  a  general  rule 
or  maxim.  ^Vhat  is  that  rule  or  maxim  ?  It 
is,  that  the  colonies  being  feparate  dominions,, 
and  at  a  diftance  from  the  realm,  or  mother 
Bate,  and  in  fact  unreprefented  in  parliament, 
{hall  be  governed  by  laws  of  their  own  ma¬ 
king  ;  and  unlefs  named  in  adls  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  {hall  not  be  bound  by  them,  ^ta  non 
mittunt  milites  ad  parliamentum,  fays  Lord 
Coke.  Yet  as  a  mark  of,  and  to  preferve 
their  dependency  on,  and  fubordination  to, 
the  mother  Bate,  and  to  prevent in 
imperioy  the  greateB  of  all  political,  folicifms, 
the  mother  Bate  juBly  afTerts  the  right  and 
authority  to  bind  her  colonies,  where  fhc 
really  thinks  the  good  of  the  whole  requires  iu 
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and  of  this  fhe  remains  the  fupreme  judge,  from 
whofe  final  determination  there  is  no  appeal. 
The  mother  ftate  hath  alfo  an  undoubted  right 
to  unite  a  colony  to  itfelf,  and  wholly  to  abro¬ 
gate  and  annihilate  all  colony  or  fubordinate  le- 
giflation  and  adminiftration,  if  fuch  alteration 
lhall  appear  for  the  beft  interefi;  of  the  whole 
community.  But  Ihould  this  be  done  needlelly 
and  wantonly,  and  without  allowing  the  co¬ 
lonies  a  reprefentation,  the  exercife  of  the 
power  that  would  otherwifebejuftand  equita¬ 
ble,  would  ceafe  to  be  diftinguifiied  by  thofe 
amiable  qualties.  Should  a  mother  flate  even 
think  it  reafonable  to  impofe  internal,  as  well 
as  external  taxes,  on  fix  millions  of  fubjeds  in 
their  rcmotedominions, without  allowing  them 
one  voice,  it  would  be  matter  of  wonder  and 
aftonifirment;  But  it  could  not  be  faid  that 
the  fupreme  legiflative  had  exceeded  the 
•bounds  of^their  power  and  authority;  jior 
would  this  render  a  petition  undutiful  and 
feditious.  Thofe  fix  millions  muft,  on  fuch 
an  event,  unlefs  blind,  fee  thcmfelves  redu¬ 
ced  to  the  mortifying  condition  of  mcer 
cyphers  and  blanks  in  fociety.  Should  all  this 
ever  happen  to  the  Britifh  colonies,  which 
God  forbid,  might  it  not  be  truly  and  fafely 
-affirmed  that  the  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  would  be  very  unequal  ?  The 
right  of  a  fupreme  power  in  a  flate  to  tax 
its  colonies,  is  a  thing  that  is  clear  and  evi¬ 
dent;  and  yet  the  mode  of  exercifing  that 
right  may  be  queflionable,  in  point  of  reafon 
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and  equity.  It  may  be  thought  to  be  unequal 
and  contrary  to  found  policy,  to  exercife  the 
right,  clearasitis,  without  allowing  a  repre- 
fentation  to  the  colonies.  And  though  a  re- 
prefentation  would  avail  the  colonies  very  little 
in  this  generation;  yet,  to  poiflerity,  it 'might 
be  an  invaluable  bleffing.  It  may  alfo,  in  fiir 
ture  ages,  be  very  beneficial  to  Great-Britain. 
Is  it  to  be  believed,  that  when  a  continent,  of 
3000  miles  in  length.  Hi  all  have  more  inhab^ 
tants  than  there  are  at  this  day  in  Great-Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  perhaps  in  all  Europe; 
they  will  be  quite  content  with  the  bare  name 
of  Britifb  fubjedts,  and,  to  the  end  of  time, 
fupinely  acquiefCe  in  laws  made,  as  it  may  hap¬ 
pen,  againft  their  intereft  by  an  affembly  3000 
miles  beyond  fea,  and  where,  jfhould  they  agree 
in  the  fentiments  with  the  Halifax  gentleman, 
it  may  be  thought  that  an  admiffion  of  an 
American  member  would  “  fully  and  defile 
the  purity  of  the  whole  body  One  hun¬ 
dred  years  will  give  this  continent  more  inha¬ 
bitants,  than  there  are  in  the  three  kingdorns. 

Many  great  and  good  men  have  complain¬ 
ed  of  the  inequality  of  the  reprefentation  in 
Great-Britain.'  This  inequality  can  never  be 
a  reafon  for  making  it  more  fo ;  which  how¬ 
ever  is  the  method  of  reafoning  adopted  by 
the  Flalifax  gentleman.  At  his  rate,  it  would 
be  jufl;  that  half  the  counties  and  boroughs  in 
Great-Britain,  which  now  return  merribers, 
fhould  be  curtailed  of  their  right.  If  fo,  why 
not  half  the  remainder,  and  fo  on  ’till  the  Houfe 
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of  Commons  will  be  reduced  to  afingle  mem-p 
ber,  and  when  he  was  fplit,  one  branch  of  the 
legiflature  would  be  annihilated.  By  a  like 
procefs,  theHoufe  of  Lords,  the  fecond  branch 
of  the  legiflature,  might  be  deflroyed.  This 
would  be  a  fliorter  cut  to  abfolute  and  unlimi¬ 
ted  monarchy,  than  ever  Filmer  was  fortunate 
enough  to  invent.  This  brings  us  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  maxim,  that  “  no  Englifli- 
man  can  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  confent,  in 
perfon  or  by  his  reprefentative.”  This  dry 
.maxim,  taken  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  little  un- 
derrtood  like  the  fong  of  Lilli kullero,  has  made 
all  themifehief  in  the  colonies,”  fays  the  o-en- 
tleman;  (page  ii.)  I  cannot  conceive  how 
this,  or  any  other  dry  maxim,  or  the  fong  of 
Lillibullero  like  it,  well  or  ill  underftood,  can 
make  any  mifehief  in  the  colonies.  What 
notable  harm  has  the  fong  of  Lillibullero 
wrought  in  the  colonies,  or  what  like  it  has 
this  “  dry  maxim”  effeaed.?  “  It  is  (fays 
the  gentleman,  page  ii.)  the  opinion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  may  be  conlidered  as 
a  law  of  parliament,  that  they  are  the  Repre- 
fentativesof  every  Britifli  fubjeft  wherefbever 
^he  be  ”  Fejlina  lente  domine  !  This  may  be 
true  in  one  fenfe.  The  fupreme  legiflative 
indeed  reprefents  the  whole  fociety  or  commu¬ 
nity,  as  well  the  dominions  as  the  realm  j 
and  this  is  the  true  reafon  why  the  dominions 
are  juflly  bound  by  fuch  afts  of  parliament  as 
name  them.  This  is  implied  in  the  idea  of 
a  fupreme  fovereign  power;  and  if  the  parli¬ 
ament 
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ament  had  not  Inch  authority,  the  colonies 
would  be  independent,  which  none  but  rebels, 
fools  or  madmen,  will  contend  for.  God  forbid 
thefe  colonies  fliould  ever  prove  undutiful  to  their 
mother  country  !  Whenever  fuch  a  day  fhall 
come,  it  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  terrible 
fcene.  Were  thefe  colonies  left  to  themfelves, 
to-morrow,  America  wpuld  be  a  meer  fham- 
bles  of  blood  and  confufion,  before  little 
petty  dates  could  be  fettled.  How  many  milli¬ 
ons  mud  peridi  in  building  up  great  empires  ? 
How  many  more  mud  be  ruined  by  their  fall  ? 
Let  any  man  reflecd  oh  the  revolutions  of 
government,  ancient  and  modern,  and  he 
will  think  himfelf  happy  in  being  born  here 
in  the  infancy  of  thefe  fettlements,  and  from 
his  foul  deprecate  their  once  entertaining  any 
fentiments  but  thqfe  of  loyalty,,  patience, 
meeknefs  and  forbearance,  under  any  harddiips 
that  in  the  courfe  of  time  they  may  be  fubr 
jedted  to.  Thefe,  as  far  as  may  be  confident 
with  the  charader  of  men  andChridians,  mud 
be  fubmitted  to.  If  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
prefent  honorable  Houfe  of  Commons,  that 
they  in  fa6l  reprejent  the  colonies,  it  is  more 
than  I  know.  Should  this  be  their  opinion, 
the  gentleman  may,  if  he  pleafes,  “  confider 
it  is  a  law  of  parliament:”  But  I  fhould  ra¬ 
ther  chufe  to  confider  it  only  as  the  very  re- 
fpedable  opinion  of  one  branch  of  the  fupreme 
legiflative.  The  opinion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  then,  above  all,  the  fandion  of  the 
King’s  Majcdy  mud  be  fuperadded,  and  the 
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concurrence  of  both'  is  abfolutely  neceffafy  to 
make  any  opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
an  adl  or  law  of  parliament.  ’Tis  humbly 
conceived,  that  it  was  not  as  reprefentatives 
in  faSl  of  the  colonies,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  granted  his  Majcfty  an  external  tax  on 
■the  colonies,  in  the  inftance  of  the  late  a£t : 
Nor  if  before  this  time  an  adl  for  granting  in¬ 
ternal  taxes  on  the  colonies  fhould  be  palTed, 
could  I  conceive  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
are  our  reprefentatives  in  fadl.  As  one  branch 
of  thefupremelegiflative  they  have  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  right  to  originate  any  bills  that  by  naming 
them  (hall  bind  the  colonies  when  palTed  into 
,  an  adl  j  let  it  be  for  levying  internal  or  ex- 
n.al  taxes,  or  for  any  other  regulation  that  may 
appear  needful :  But  I  cannot  find  it  affirmed 
or  declared  in  one  a(3:  of  parliament,  hrftory 
or  journal  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  nor 
in  one  Engli^  law  book,  that  a  Britifb  houfe 
of  Commons  are  in  faB  the  reprefentatives  of 
all  the  plebeian  fubjeds,  without  as  well  as 
within  the  realm.  Lord  Coke  indeed  fays, 
that  **  the  Houfe  of  Commons  reprefent  all 
the  commons  of  England,  eledors  and  non- 
eledors  j”  but  he  no  where  alTerts  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  faB  reprefent  the  pro¬ 
vincials  of  Ireland  and  other  dominions  out 
of  the  realm.  He  fays,  however,  the  people 
of  Ireland  are  not  reprefented  in  the  Englifh 
parliament,  and  alfigns  that  as  the  very  reafon 
why,  in  general,  ads  of  parliament  are  con¬ 
fined  to  the  realm.  Though  from  the  necef- 
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jfity  of  the  thing,  in  feveral  cafes,  by  naming 
them,  the  provinces  are  bound.  In  the fourtB 
injiitute,  fpeaking  of  the  truly  high  and  moft 
honorable  court  on  earth,  and  never  more  fo 
than  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  and  nation ;  his  Lprdlhip  fays,  This 
court  confilleth  of  the  King’s  Majefty,  fitting 
there  as  in  his  royal  political  capacity,  and  of 
the  three  eftates  of  the  realm  j  viz.  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual,  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops, 
being  in  number  24,  who  fit  there  by  fuccef- 
fion  in  refpedl  of  their  counties,  or  baronies, 
parcel  of  their  bifhopricks,  which  they  hold 
alfo  in  their  politic  capacity ;  arid  every  one 
of  thefe,  when  any  parliament  is  to  be  hold- 
en,  ought,  ex  debit 0  jujlitia,  to  have  a  fuiii- 
mons.  The  Lords  Temporal,  Dukes,  Mar- 
quifies,  Earls,  Vifcounts  and  Barons,  who  fit 
th  ere  by  reafon  of  their  dignities,  which  they 
hold  by  defcent  or  creation,  in  number  at  this 
time  106,  and  likewife  every  one  of' thefe 
being  of  full  age,  ought  to  have  a  writ  of 
fummons  ex  debito  jujiitia.  The  third  eflate 
is  the  commons  of  the  reahn,  whereof  there  be 
knights  of  fhires  or  counties,  citizens  of  cities, 
and  burgelTes  of  burghs.  All  which  are  re- 
Ipedtively  eleded  by  the  fhires  or  counties, 
cities  and  burghs,  by  force  of  the  King’s  writ, 
ex  debito  jujiities,  and  none  of  them  ought  to 
be  omitted  ;  and  thefe  reprefent  all  the  commons 
of  the  whole  realm,  and  trufed  for  them,  and 
are  in  number  at  this  time  493.”  -—4.  Inft.  i. 
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Here  is  not  one  word  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  reprefenting  or  being  trufted  by  or  for 
t  ]e  provincials  of  Ireland,  or  the  coloidfts  in 
America.  And  though,  in  page  4  of  the  fame 
nititute,  he  fays,  “  many  cafes  multitudes 
are  bound  by  aSls  of  parliament  'which  are  not 
/fi)  the  eledlwn  of' knights,  citizens,  and 
,  as  all  they  that  have  no  freehold,  or 

have  freehold  in  ancient  demefne,  and  all  women 
having  freehold  or  no  freehold,  and  men  within 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  &cl’ —  This,  &c. 
may  be lupplied  with  female  infants,  lunatics,- 
ideots  and  bedlamites  in  general.  Yet  thiq 
wilf  not  prove  that  thefe  hon-eledors  are  in 
faSl  reprefented,  and  'in  faB  truf  the  repre- 
lentatives  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  In  elli- 
mation  of  law  they  are  juftly  deemed  as  repre¬ 
fented.  They  have  ail  fathers,  brothers, 
inends  or  neighbours  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  many  ladies  have  hulbands  there, 
few  of  the  members  have  any  of  thefe  en¬ 
dearing  ties  to  America.  We  are,  as  to  any 
perlonal  knowledge  they  have  of  us,  as  per-  ' 

the  favages 

in  Lalhforma.  But,  according  to  our  letter- 
writer,  we  are  not  only  in  law  but  in  deed  xz- 
prefented  in  the  Houle  of  Commons.  How 
does  he  fuppoit  this  ?  Why  he  has  dreamt, 
that  fome_  one  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  fome 
pimer  reign,  once  thought  they  were  in  fabl 
our  reprefentatives.  That  “  the  opinion  of  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  is  a  law  of  parliament:” 
Theiefore  “  ’tis  determined  by  adl  of  parlia- 
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ment,  that  we  are,  and  {hall  believe  v/e 
are  in  faB  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.”  Here  is  more  logic.  Suppofe  fome 
future  Houfe  of  Commons  ihould  be  of  opini¬ 
on,  that  they  were  the  true  and  proper  repre- 
fentatives  of  all  the  common  people  upon  the 
globe,  would  that  make  them  fo,  and  oblige  all 
mankind  to  believe  and  fubmit  to  it  ?  Would 
a  hdlion  of  the  comn'ion  law  of  England  fa- 
tisfy  the  innumerable  multitudes  on  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth,  that  they  were 
in  faB  reprefented,  and  confenting  to  all 
fuch  taxes  and  tributes  as  might  be  de¬ 
manded  of  them  ?  Will  any  man’s  calling 
himfslf  my  agent,  reprefentative  or  truftee, 
make  him  fo  in  fad;  ?  At  this  rate  a  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  one  of  the  colonies  have  but 
to  conceive  an  opinion  that  they  reprefent 
all  the  common  people  of  Great-Britain,  and 
according  to  our  author  they  would  in  faB 
reprefent  them,  and  have  a  right  to  tax  them, 
’Tis  ftrange  the  gentleman  can  fee  no  diffe¬ 
rence  between  a  literal  fenfe  of  a  fundamental 
principle  or  “  dry  maxim”  as  he  calls  it, 
and  no  fenfe  at  all.  Does  it  follow,  becaufe 
it  is  impradicable  that  each  individual  fhould 
be  in  faB  reprefented,”  that  therefore  there 
fhould  -be  no  reprefentation  at  all,  or  a  very 
unequal  one  ?  Becaufe  the  little  infignificant 
illes  of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  and  Man,  have  ne¬ 
ver  obtained  a  reprefentation,  is  it  reafona- 
ble  that  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  and 
the  plantations  flrould  be  for  ever  excluded 
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from  returning  members  to  the  Britifli  parli¬ 
ament,  even  tliould  the  parliament  impofe 
external  and  internal  taxes  on  them,  and  take 
from  them  every  fubordinate  power  of  local 
legillation  ?  If  this  would  be  equal  and  ratio¬ 
nal,  why  might  not  Wales  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded  from  retur'ning  members,  why  may 
they  not  be  excluded  now,  and  Devonfliire 
and  Cornwall,  and  every  other  county  and 
borough  fhare  the  fame  fate  ?  Matter  of  faff 
is  one  thing;,  matter  of  right  another. 
The  people  of  a  ftate  may  in  faSl  be  very 
unequally  reprefented ;  but  few  men  would, 
like  our  author,  in  effedl  contend  that  it  were 
beft  they  fhould  not  be  reprefented  at  all. 
Has  the  gentleman  forgot  the  maxim,  “  that 
equity  is  equality  ?”  ’Tis  hoped  he  will  not 
confider  this  as  a  levelling  principle,  as  it  has 
been  more  than  once  called.  How  aftonifliing 
is  it,  that  the  inllances  (page  12.)  of  the  un¬ 
equal  reprefentation  in  Great-Britain,  to  which 
he  might  have  added,  thofe  of  “  ten  Cornifla 
barns,  and  an  ale-houfe,”  fhould  be  brought 
as  an  argument  to  prove,  that  “  the  right  of 
being  reprefented  in  parliament”  is  “  an 
Utopian  privilege  ”  a  “  phantom,”  a  “  cloud  in 
the  flaape  of  Juno?” — This  is  far  from  a  line 
compliment  to  the  honorable  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  of  which  as  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
fupreme  legiflative,  and  of  the  privilege  of 
fitting  with  them,  it  would  have  been  more 
decent  to  have  made  a  different  choice  of  ex- 
prellions.  To  atone  for  this  indelicacy,  'the 
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next  moment  the  pendulum  vibrates  aS’  far 
the  other  way. 

In  page  13.  the  parliament  is  reprefented 
as  fo  pui-e  and  perfed,  that  the  beauty  and 
Jyuwietrj  oj  this  body  would  be  dejlroyed,  and  its 
^  flinty  defied,  by  the  unnatural  mixture  of  re- 
prefentatives  from  every  part  of  the  Bri— 
tifn  dominions.”  “  Parthians,  Medes, 
Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  of  Mefopotamia, 
&c.  would  not,  tn  fuch  a  cafe,  fpeak  the  fame 
language.  “  What  a  heterogeneous  council 
would  this  form  V'  “  What  a  monfter  in  go¬ 
vernment  would  it  be.?”  Let  me  add,  was 
ever  infolence  equal  to  this .?  Are  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of/Britifh  America  all  a  parcel  of  tranf- 
ported  thieves,  robbers  and  rebels,  or  de- 
feended  from  luch .?  Are  the  colonifts  blafted 
lepers,  whofe  company  would  infect  the 
whole  Houfe  of  Commons .?  There  are  fome 
in  the  colonies  who  value  themfelves  on  their 
defeent.  We  have  the  names  of  'Tudor  and 
of  Stuart,  of  Howard,  Seymor,  and  of  RufelT, 
who  boaft  an  unfullied  defeent  from  our 
ancient  princes  and  nobles,  or  at  leall  claim 
the  honor  ot  being  of  the  fame  blood.  Can 
none  of  thefe  be  returned  as  members  without 
breeding  a  plague  in  the  houfe.  Jf  this 
writer,  is  an  European,  his  infults  upon  the 
Brithli  colonies  are  quite  unpardonable  •,  if 
he  be  a  native,  he  is  an  ungrateful  parracide. 

Is  he  a  venal  hireling  of  a  party  ?  his  employers, 
on  either  lide  the  Atlantic  fhould  difeard  him 
as  a  meer  Sir  Marty n  Marplot.  Depend  upon 
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h,  one  fuch  letter  as  his,  if  known  to  breathe 
■  the  fentiments  of  the  great,  would  tend  more 
to  difgulT;  the  colonies  againft  the  condud  of 
their  fuperiors,  than  a  hundred  thoufand  fuch 
pamphlets  as  the  author  fcolds  at.  Parliaments 
are  not  only  “  as  ancient  as  our  Saxon  an- 
cedors,  but  as  old  as  the  commonwealths 
of  Ilrael,  Greece  and  Rome*;  nay,  as  old 
as  the  firfi;  compad  for  changing  a  limple  de¬ 
mocracy  into  any  other  form  of  government. 

-Attendance  in  parliament  is  not  therefore, 
as  the  gentleman  conceives,  a  “  dutyarifing 
from  a  tenure  of  lands,  or  the  feudal  lyftem,” 
^^^t  from  the  nature  of  man,  of  iociety,  and  of 
ail  original,  jull,  focial  and  civil  compads  for 
forming  a  Rate.  «  So  that  the  privilege  of 
fitting  in  it,  i.  e.  in  a  parliament  or  grand 
council  of  a  nation,  is  not  “  territorial,”  in 
tne  fenfe  of  the  letter-writer,  nor  in  its  nature 
confined  to  Great-Britain.”  What  is  there, 
what  can  there  be,  that  Ihould  naturally  and 
necellarily  confine  the  privilege  of  returning 
members,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain^ 
more  tnan  to  thofe  of  London  and  WeR- 
minRer 

The  gentleman  (p.  fays,  “  the  parli- 
ment  may  levy  internal  taxes,  as  well  as  re¬ 
gulate  trade,  there  is  no  elTential  diRerence.” 
By  regulating  trade,  I  fuppofe  he  means,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  common  fophifm,  taxino- 
trade.  Even  in  this  fenfe,  ’tis  /admitted  th% 
parliament  have  the  fame  right  to  levy  inter¬ 
nal 
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nal  taxes  on  the  colonies,  as  to  regulate  trade  j 
?.nd  that  the  right  of  levying  both,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  in  the  parliament.'  Yet  ’tis  humbly 
conceived  and  hoped,  that  before  the  autho¬ 
rity  is  fully  exerted  in  either  cafe,  it  will  be 
thought  to  be  but  reafonable  and  equitable,  that 
the  dominions  fliould  be  in  faSt  reprefented. 

Elfe  it  will  follow,  that  the  provincials  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  Alia,  Africa  and  America,  ought  to  all  « 

generations  to  content  themfelves  with  having 
no  more  lliare,  weight  or  influence,  even  in 
the  provincial  government  of  their  refpedtive 
countries,  than  the  Hotentots  have  in  that  of 
China,  or  the  Ethiopians  in  that  of  Great- 
Britain,  I 

1  Ihould  be  glad  to  know  how  the  gentle-r  | 

man  came  by  his  alfurance,  that  “  a  flamp?  ^ 

duty  is  confelfedly  the  moft  reafonable  and  j 

equitable  that  can  be  devifed.”  (p.  14.)  Some  '  | 

few  may  be  of  this  opinion,  and  there  never  I 

was  anew  invented  tax  or  excife,  but  its  fa-  f 

verors  and  partizans  would  highly  extol,  as  | 

the  moll;  juft  and  equitable  device  imaginable.  I 

This  is  a  trite  game  “  at  ways  and  means.”  ^ 

But  bold  aflertions  will  not  pafs  Tor  clear  i' 

proofs,  w’ith  “  philofophically  inquifitive  | 

minds.”  “  If  the  lhaft  is  fped,”  and  the  aim  | 

fo  good,  I  wonder  the  gentleman  flrould  even  I 
faintly  pretend  to  “  delire  notjo  fee.  a  ftamp-  T 

duty  eftablifhed  among  us,”  or  “  wilh  to  || 

prevent  the  blow.”  Were  I  convinced,  as  he 
is,  that  it  is  reafonable  and  beft  that  the  co-r  | 
lonies  llrould  be  taxed  by  parliament,  with-  ^ 

out 
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out  being  allowed  a  reprefentation;  and 
that  it  is  become  not  only  neceffary  to  levy 
internal  taxes  on  them;  but  that  the  art  of 
man  could  not  devife  fo  equitable  and  rea- 
fonable  a  tax  as  a  ftamp-duty;  I  fliould 
heartily  pray  for  its  eflablilhment. 

The  gentleman  no  where  difcovers  his  tem¬ 
per  more  plainly  than  in  his  comparifon  or 
Greece  and  Rome,  in  their  condudl:  towards 
their  colonies.  ’Tis  well  known  the  Grecians 
were  kind,  humane,  juft  and  generous  to¬ 
wards  theirs,  ’Tis  as  notorious  that  the  Ro¬ 
mans  were  fevere,  cruel,  brutal  and  barbarous 
towards  theirs.  I  have  ever  pleafed  myfelf 
in  thinking  that  Great-Britain,  lince  the  Re¬ 
volution,  might  be  juftly  compared  to  Greece, 
in  its  care  and  protedlion  of  its  colonies.  I 
alfo  imagined  that  the  French  and  'Spaniards 
followed  the  Roman,  example.  But  our  let¬ 
ter-writer'  tells  us  quite  a  different  ftory.  He 
compliments  the  nation,  and  comforts  the 
colonies,  by  declaring  that  thefe  “  exadly 
refemble  thofe  of  Rome.”  “  The  Roman 
Coloniae,”  fays  he,  “  did  not  enjoy  all  the 
rights  of  Roman  citizens.”  “  They  only 
ufed  the  Roman  laws  and  religion,  and 
ferved  in  their  legions ;  but  had  no  right  of 
fuffrage,  or  bearing  honours.”  “  In  thefe 
refpecfts,  adds  he,  our  Englifli  colonies  exadfly 
refemble  them.”  “  VVe  enjoy  the  Englifli 
laws  and  religion,  but  not  the  right  of  fuffrage, 
or  of  bearing  honours  in  Great-Britain.” 
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Is  this  enjoying  the  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges  of  Brithh-born  fubjeds  within  the 
realm,  to  all  intents,  conhrudions  and  pur- 
pofes  ?  I  find  all  this  confirmed  to  the  colonifts, 
not  only  by  the  common  law,  and  by  their 
charaders,  but  by  ad  of  parliament.  Where 
does  the  gentleman  find  it  decreed  that  the 
Britifli  “  Coloniae”  “  have  no  right  of  bearing 
honours  in  Great-Britain  ?”  Has  not  the  King’s 
majefiy,  the  fountain  of  honour,  an  undoubted 
right  by  his  prerogative,  to  confer  any  rank 
he  may  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  beftow  on  his 
American  fubjeds',  as  well  as  on  thofe  in 
Great-Britain?  Cannot  the  word  of  a  King  as 
eafily  make  even  a  Halifaxian  letter-writer, 
or  his  Rhode-Ifland  friend,  a  knight  of  the 
garter  or  thifile,  as  if  either  of  them  had  been 
dropped  and  drawn  their  firfi;  breath  in  one  of 
the  three  kingdoms? 

The  gentleman  may  in  his  anger  w'ifli  for 
the  laws  of  “  Draco  to  be  inforced  on  A- 
merica,”  and,  in  his  fierce  anger,  for  the  “  iron 
rod  of  a  Spanilh  inquifitor.”  Thefe  may  be 
fudden  gnfts  of  paflidn,  without  malice  pre- 
pence,  that  only  hurt  his  caufe,  and  which 
his  employers  will  not  thank  him  for.  But 
hard,  very  hard  mufi;  his  heart  be,  who  could 
employ  all  his  flock  of  learning  in  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  reduce  the  rights  of  the  colonifts  to 
the  narrow  bound  of  a  bare  'permiffion,  to 
“  life  the  Englifli  laws  and  religion  with¬ 
out  a  fuffrage  in  things  facred  or  civil,  and 
without  a  right  to  bear  honours  in  Great- Bri- 
I  tain,” 
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tain,”  “  except  that  of  being  thot  at  for  fix*- 
.  pence  a  day,  in  her  armies  at  home,  as  well 
as  abroad.”  What  is  the  Englifii  religion? 
Pray  wherein  does  it  differ  from  that  of  Scot¬ 
land,  Ireland,  and  the  plantations  ?  Ifit  dif¬ 
fers,  and  the  colonies  are  obliged  to  life  the  ■ 
religion  of  the  metropolis  on  her  embracing 
paganilm,  fo  muff  the  colonies.  Since  the  Re¬ 
volution,  all  diffenters,  both  at  home  and- 
abroad,  papifts  only  excepted,  have  enjoyed 
a  Free  and  generous  toleration.  Would  the 
gentleman  deprive  all  proteflant  diffenters  of 
this  invaluable  blelfing  ?  If  he  is  an  American 
by  birth,  what  docs  he  deferve  of  his  country 
forattemptingto  realize,  to  this  and  toall  future 
generations,  thedreary  profpedof  confinement 
to  the  ufe  of  the  laws  and  religion  of  a  region 
3000  miles  beyond  lea,  in  framing  which 
laws,  and  in  forming  the  modes  of  which 
religion,  they  fliall  have  no  voice  nor  fuffrage; 
nor  flrall  they  have  any  preferment  in  church 
or  Rate,  tho’  they  fliall  be  taxed,  without  their 
confent,  to  the  fupport  of  both? 

- aes  triplex 

Circa  peBiis  crat.- — — 

The  gentleman  hath  been  at  great  pains  in 
order  to  reprelent  the  merchants  of  America 
as  a  parcel  of  infamous  fmugglers.  He  fays, 
finnggling  had  well  nigh  become  eftabliflied 
in  forne  of  the  colonies.”  ’Tis  notorioufiy 
known  who  have  been  the  great  abettors  and 
patrons  of  fmugglers,  and  who  have  fhared 
the  gieatefl  part  of  the  profits.  All  the  riot 
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at  Ephefus  proceeded  from  certain  colledorsr 
of  the  revenues  of  Diana  of  the  Ephefians ; 
the  flirine-makers  and  lilver-fmiths  were  but 
their  tools.  The  craft  was  in  danger,  but  if 
it  had  been  only  that  of  Demetrius  and  his 
journeymen,  we  might  not  have  heard  of  that 
day’s  uproar.  ’Tis  a  very  unjufl  afperfion 
to  charge  the  American  merchants,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  with  a  defign  to  elude  and  evade  the  adls 
of  trade.  I  cannot  fo  well  tell  how  matters 
have  been  managed'at  Halifax  or  Rhode-Ifland ; 
but  in  fome  other  colonies,  only  a  few  favor¬ 
ites  have  been  indulged  in  the  lucrative  crime 
of  fmuggling,  which,  after  an  eminent  writer, 
the  gentleman  calls  a  crime  “  againft  the 
law  of  nature ’tis  a  wonder  it  had  not  been 
recorded  from  fome  old  commentator,  crimen 
lefae  Majejlatis,  high  treajon.  The  like  indul¬ 
gence,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  has,  in  Rhode- 
Ifland,  been  confined  alfo  to  a  few  choice' 
friends.  The  article  of  Melafles  is  every 
where  to  be  excepted.  It  was  known  at  home, 
that  the  importation  of  this  was  univerfally 
tolerated,  paying  about  one  tenth  of  the  du¬ 
ties  impofed  by  the  old  a£t.  The  connivance 
became  very  general. 

I  have  perufed  Mr.  H — k — s’  book  over  and 
over,  but  cannot  find  the  leafl:  refledfion  on  Dr. 
Spry,  nor  do  I  think  any  was  intended.  The 
Dodlor  perhaps  may  thank  the  gentleman  for 
bringing  his  name  into  queftion  ;  but  I  doubt, 
notwithflanding  the  gentleman’s  aflertions  to 

the  contrary,  whether  the  Dodtor’s  “  appoint- 
o  ments 
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ments  place  him  above  any  kind  of  influence.” 
I  believe  he  is  under  the  influence  of  honor 
and  confcience,  a  clear  head,  and  a  good  heart, 
all  which  the  gentleman  feems  too  much  a 
ftranger  to  :  And  fliould  the  Dodlor  alfo  be  un.- 
der  that  influence,  which  flows  from  a  gene¬ 
ral  averfion,  and  contempt  of  flattery  and  falfe- 
hood,  he  mull  conceive  an  opinion  of  his  Ha¬ 
lifax  neighbour,  that  will  be  very  mortifying 
to  one  who  hopes  to  make  his  court  to  thegreat, 
and  to  the  Doftor  among  the  reft,  by  abufing 
the  colonies.  TheDodor  hath  been  in  America 
fome  months,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  one  caufe 
that  has  been  tried  before  him.  This  is  a  to¬ 
lerable  proof,  either  that  fmuggling  was  not 
fo  common  a  thing  as  the  letter-writer  af- 
ferts,  or  that  ihofe  who  ufed  to  be  concerned 
in  it,  are  reformed.  I  think  it  proves  both. 

In  the  2 1  ft,  and  laft  page  but  one  of  the 
letter,  the  gentleman  bethought  himfelf,  and 
having  in  a  manner  finiflied  his  epiftle,  makes 
an  apology  for  not  following  Mr.  H—k— s 
“  with  i'omewhat  more  of  method.”  His 
excufe  is,  that  “  Mr.  H--k — s  hath  not  divided 
his  argument  with  preciflon.”  He  then  for¬ 
mally  proceeds  to  a  curious,  and,  as  he  doubt- 
lefs  thought,  precife  divilion  of  the  argu¬ 
ment.  “  The  difpute,  fays  he,  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  confifts  of  two  parts. 
Firft,  the  jurildidion  of  parliament:  And 
fecondly,  the  exercife  of  that  jurifdidion  : 
His  Honour  has  blended  thefe  together,  and 
no  where  marked  the  divihoa  between  them. 


I 


1 
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The  fir/l  I  have  principally  remarked  upon.’'  I 

know  of  no  difpute  between  Great-Britain  'and 
her  colonies._  Who  is  fo  hardy  as  to  difpute 
the  Juiiididlion  ol  the  Parliament?  But  were 
there  a  thoufind  ciifputes  between  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  the  colonies ;  if  the  colonifts  'in  o-e- 
neral  were  as  the  letter-writer  reprefents 
them,  «  a  fimple,  credulous,  and  hitherto  loy¬ 
al  people,”  in  dang'er  of  “  having  their  minds 
emoitteied,  and  their  affedlions  alienated  from 
Great-Britain,  by  a  few  pamphlets:”  And  if 
“  from  the  pride  of  fome,  and  ignorance  of 
others,  the  cry  againft  mother  country  had 
fpread  from  colony  to  colony,  and  it  were  to 
be  feared  that  prejudices  and  refentments 
were  kindled  among  them,  which  it  would 
be  difficult  ever  thoroughly  to  footh  or  extin- 
guiffi  j”  all  which  infinuations  are  however 
very  injurious;  what  would  this  prove  againft 
“  The  Rights  of  Colonies  examined,”  or  any 
other  of  the  pamphlets  that  have  been  lately 
pubiiffied  in  America?  Mr.  H— k— s,  pages  10 
and  1 1  of  his  book,  fpeaking  of  the  general 
coi^cerns  of  the  whole  Britiffi  empire,  faith, 

1  hele,  it  is  aofolutely  neceffiary,  ffiould 
have  a  general  power  to  dired  them;  fome 
fupreme  and  over-ruling  authority,  with 
power  to  make  laws,  and  form  regulations 
for  the  good  of  all,  and  to  compel  their  ex¬ 
ecution  and  obfeivation.  It  being  necedary 
fome  fuch  general  power  ffiould  exift 
fomewhere,  every  man  of  the  lead;  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Britiffi  conditution,  will  be  na¬ 
turally 
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turally  led  to  look  for,  and  find  it  in  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Oreat-Britain ;  that  grand  and 
augufl  legifiative  body  muft,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  authority,  and  the  necefiity  of 
the  thing,  be  juftly  verted  with  this  power.’' 
Is  not  this  a  very  clear  admilTion  and  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  jurifdidtion,  power,  and  au¬ 
thority  of  parliament  over  the  colonies  What 
could  put  it  into  the  gentleman’s  head  to  think 
the  jurifdidtion  of  the  parliament  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  in  difpute  ?  I  have  perufed  a  pamphlet 
publirtied  in  Connedlicut  relating  to  their 
rights,  but  can  find  no  quertion  made  of  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  parliament.  The  Rights 
of  tne  Britifh  Colonies  aflerted  and  proved,” 
I  have  alfo  read.  This  was  publilhed  be¬ 
fore  either  Mr.  H-k-s,  or  that  from  Con¬ 
necticut.  Thefe,  fo  far  as  I  can  find,  are  all 
the  pamphlets  that  have  been  publirtied  in 
America,  upon  the  propofed  new  regulations 
of  the  colonies.  From  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  the  fentiments  of  the  “head  of  the 
t7-ibunitian  veto,"  as  the  gentleman  is  pleafed 
to  defcribe  him,  I  take  upon  me  to  declare, 
that  1  have  heard  him  in  the  moft  public 
manner  declare  his  fubmifilon  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  parliament  j  and  that  from  his  foul  he 
detefts  and  abhors  the  thought  of  making  a 
quertion  of  their  jurifdidlion. 

The  following  paffages  from  “  The  Rights 
of  the  Lntirti  Colonies  afierted  and  proved  ” 
may  ferve  to  rtiew  how  careful  a  hand  the 
Malifax  gentleman  is  at  a  matter  of  fact. 


“  I  alfo  lay  it  down  as  one  of  the  firil  prin¬ 
ciples  from  whence  I  intend  to  deduce  the 
civil  rights  of  the  Britifli  colonies,  that  all 
of  them  arefubjed:  to,  and  dependent  on, 
Great-Britain  ;  and  that  therefore,  as  over  fub- 
ordinate  governments,  the  parliament  of 
Great-Britan  has  an  undoubted  power  and 
lawful  authority  to  make  a£ls  for  the  general 
good,  that  by  naming  them,  fhall  and  ought 
to  be  equally  binding,  as  upon  the  fubjeds 
of  Great-Britain  within  the  realm.”  “  When 
the  parliament  fhall  think  fit  to  allow  the  co- 
lonifts  a  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  the  equity  of  their  taxing  the  colo¬ 
nies  will  be  as  clear  as  their  power  is  at  pre- 
fent  of  doing  it  without,  if  they  pleafe.” 
“  No  fuch  claim  (i.  e.  of  an  independent 
legillative)  was  ever  thought  of  by  the  colo- 
nifts.  They  are  all  better  men  and  better 
fubjeds ;  and  many  of  them  too  well  verfed 
in  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  and  the 
law  and  conftitution  of  Great-Britain,  to  think 
they  have  a  right  to  more  than  a  provincial 
Jubordinaie  legtjlative.  All  power  is  of  GOD. 
Next  and  only  fubordinate  to  him,  in  the 
prefent  flate  of  the  well-formed,  beautiful 
conftruded  Britifh  monarchy,  flanding  where 
I  hope  it  ever  will  Band,  for  the  pillars  are 
fixed  in  judgment,  righteoufnefs  and  truth, 
is  the  King  and  Parliament.”  “  From  all 
which,  it  feems  plain,  that  the  reafon  why 
Ireland  and  the  plantations  are  not  bound, 
unlefs  named  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  is, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  they  are  7iot  rept'efented  In  the  Britidi 
parliament.  Yet,  in  fpecial  cafes,  the  Britiflj 
parliament  has  an  undoubted  right,  as  well 
as  power,  to  bind  both  by  their  adls.  But 
whether  this  can  be  extended  to  an  indefinite 
taxation  of  both,  is  the  great  queftion.  I  con¬ 
ceive  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifli  conftitutjon 
muft  make  an  exception  of  all  taxes,  until  it 
is  thought  fit  to  unite  a  dominion  to  the  realm. 
Such  taxation  mufi;  be  confidered  either  as  u- 
niting  the  dominions  to  the  realm,  or  disfran- 
chifing  them.  If  they  are  united,  they  will 
be  intitled  to  a  reprefentation,  as  well  as 
Wales:  If  they  are  fo  taxed  without  a  union, 
or  reprefentation,  they  are  fo  far  disfi'anchifed.” 
“.Thefum  of  my  argument  is.  That  civil  go¬ 
vernment  is  of  God :  That  the  adminifirators 
of  it  were  originally  the  whole  people  :  That 
'they  might  have  devolved  it  on  whom  they 
pleafed  :  That  this  devolution  is  fiduciary,  for 
the  good  of  the  whole:  That  by  the  Brithh 
conftitution,  this  devolution  is  on  the  King, 
Lords  and  Commons,  the  fupreme,  fiicrcd 
and  uncontrollable  legiflativc  power,  not  on¬ 
ly  in  the  realm,  but  thro’  the  dominions  : 
That  bv  the  Abdication,  the  original  com- 
padl  was  broken  to  pieces:  That  by  the  Re¬ 
volution,  it  was  renewed,  and  more  firmly 
eftablilhed,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
fubjedl,  in  all  parts  of  the  dominions,  more 
fully  explained  and  confirmed  :  That  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  eftablifiiment,  and  the  ads  of 
fucceflion  and  union,KisMajefi;y  George  III. 
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JS  rightful  king  and  fovereign,  and,  with  hU 
parliament,  thefupreme  legillative  of  Great- 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  and  the  domi- 
mons  thereto  belonging  :  That  this  conftitu- 
tion  IS  the  moft  free  one,  and  by  far  the  befl, 
now  exifting  on  earth  :  That  by  this  conftitu- 
tion,  every  man  in  the  dominions  is  a  free 
nian  .  That  no  part  of  his  Majefly^s  domi¬ 
nions  can  be  taxed  without  their  confent  i 
That  eveiy  part  has  a  right  to  be  reprefented 
in  thefupreme  or  fome  fubordinate  legiflature: 
That  the  lefufal  of  this,  w’ould  feem  to  be  a 
contradiftion  in  pradice  to  the  theory  of  the 
conflitution  :  That  the  colonies  are  fubordinate 
dominions,  and  are  now  in  fuch  a  ifate,  as  to 
make  it  beft  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  that 
they  fhould  not  only  be  continued  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  fubordinate  legiflation,  but  be  alfo 
reprefented,  in  fome  proportion  to  their 
number  and  eflates,  in  the  grand  lesilla- 
ture  ot  the  nation  :  That  this  would  firmly 
unite  all  parts  of  the  Britilh  empire  in  the 
greateft  peace  and  prolperity,  and  render  it 
invulnerable  and  perpetual/’  RigL^s  of  the 
Sritifh  colonies  ctfei^ted  ci7id  proved^  pages  *^2, 

4^5  59^  ^4*  Can'  the  gentleman  read 

thefe  pafiages,  and  fay  they  imply  any  quef- 
tion  of  the  power  and  authority  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ?  Will  he  not  blufli,  when  he  reflefls, 
that  he  hath  indifcriminately  afi'erted,  that 
thefe  pamphlets  have  a  tendency  to  em¬ 
bitter  the  minds  of  a  fimple,  credulous  and 
hitherto  loyal  people,  and  to  alienate  their 

affedi- 
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afFedlions  from  Great-Britain,  their  befl  friend 
alma  7nafer  Can  terms  expreffive  of 
greater  loyalty  orfubmiffion  to  the  jurifdiftion 
and  authority  of  parliament  be  conceived, 
than  many  that  are  to  be  found  in  thofe  pam¬ 
phlets  ?  Yet  the  gentleman  has  the  erfron- 
tery-to  talk  of  the  frequent  abufe  poured 
forth  in  pamphlets  againft  the  mother  coun-^* 
try/'  and  laments  that  before  his  not  one 
filial  pen  in  America  had  been  drawn  in  her 
vindication/’  How  grand  we  look  !  Are 
not  his  dragoons  enough,  but  he  mufi;  fight 
with  his  pen  too  ?  I  believe  he  mull:  be  a 
man  of  parlous  courage  ^  and  yet  he  is  mo¬ 
del!:  withal.  He  fays  he  has  no  ambition 
of  appearing  in  print/’  though  he  is  the  only 
loyal  fubjedt  his  Majefty  has  in  his  American 
dominions,  and  mafter  of  the  only  filial  pen 
worth  a  button.  If  this  is  true,  well  might 
he  call  his  countrymen  a  parcel  of  fcoundrels, 
rebels,  fmugglers  and  traitors.  I  lhall  take 
leave  of  my  gentleman,  by  defiring  him-  to 
refledl,  in  his  cooler  hours,  and  well  confider 
Vv^hat  would  foon  be  his  fate,  if  the  Americans 
fhould  treat  him  as  he  moll  richly  deferves. 

I  too  have  feeriy  tn  all  the  pride  of  May, 

A  flaunting  fingfong  genius  toujour  gay^ 

Whfe  life  was  one  fl^rt  fenfelefs  pretty  dr  e  ami 
Frijk  on  the  margin  of  a  mighty  flream, 

7///  circling  dances  faze  his  tender  brain  t 
lie  falls  !  he  dies  !  alas  a  calf  is  flain  !  ^ 

/  in  contemplating  his  own  image,  was 

turned  into  a  daiFodil,  Who  can  think  of  this,  and  feel  no 

Q  pit/ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


SINCE  the  above  flieets  were  finiflied,  two 
or  three  pieces  have  been  publithed  in  the 
Providence  Gazette.  The  firft  of  the'fe  hath 
fiirniHied  us  with  a  clear  and  concife  account 
of  the  feveral  principal  reafonings  and  argu¬ 
ments  upon  the  fubje£l  of  internal  taxes  to  be 
impofed  on  the  colonies  by  parliament,  while 
they  are  unreprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  The  fum  is, 

I.  That  it  is  the  inconteftible  right  of  the 
lubjedl  in  Great-Britain,  not  to  be  taxed  out 
of  parliament ;  and  every  fubject  within  the 
realm  is  in  fa6l  or  in  law  reprefented  there. 

2.  The  Britifh  colonifts  being  Britifli  fub- 
jedls,  are  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  intitled 
to  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
fubjedl  within  the  realm,  and  ought  to  be 
reprefented,  in  fadl  as  well  as  in  law,  in  the 
fupreme  or  fome  fubordinate  legillature,  where 
they  are  taxed ;  elfe  they  will  be  deprived  of  one 
of  the  moR  elTential  rights  of  a  Britifh  fubjedt. 


namely. 


pity  for  the  pride  and  weaknefs  of  man  that  is  born  of  a. 

‘^D?nan  ,  r  ?  j 

So  have  I  feen,  on  fome  bright  fummer  s  ay, 

A  calf  of  genius  debonnair  and  gay, 

“  Dance  on  the  brink,  as  if  infpired  by  fame, 


“  Fond  of  the  pretty  fellow  in  the  ftreani. 


rOLir  Ljllica  r  ft 

vernor  H— k— s,  in  the  5th  page  of  the  from  Hali¬ 

fax,  as  above  cited,  with  the  Allulion  to  Nardjus* 


I 
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namely,  that  of  being  free  from  all  taxes,  but 

fuch  as  he  fliall,  by  himlelf  or  reprefentative, 
grant  and  alTefs. 

3.  As  the  colonies  have  been  eredled  into 
fubordinate  dependent  dominions,  with  fubor- 
dinate  powers  of  legillation  ;  particularly  that 
of  levying  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  their  re- 
fpedlive  fubordinate  governments,  and  at  their 
own  expence  have  not  only  fupported  the  civil 
provincial  adminiflration,  but  many  of  them 
have,  to  their  utmoft  ability,  contributed  both 
in  men  and  money  for  the  common  caufe,  as 
well  as  for  their  more  immediate  defence 
againfl:  his  Majefty’s  enemies,  it  fhould  feem 
very  hard  that  they  fliould  be  taxed  alfo  by 
parliament,  and  that  before  they  are  allowed 
a  reprefentation  in  fadt,  and  while  they  are 
quite  unable  to  pay  fuch  additional  taxes. 

4*  The  immenfe  commercial  advantages  re- 
fulting  to  Great-Britain  from  her  plantations, 
the  revenues  thence  arifing  to  the  crown,  the 
taxes  we  pay  by  the  confumption  of  an  infinity 
of  Britifh  manufadlures,  may  be  thought  a 
reafonable  return  for  the  protedlion  received, 
as  tis  leally  all  that  at  prefent  is  in  our  power 
to  yield.  ^ 

5.  If  the  colonies  could  and  ought  to  yield 
greater  aids  towards  the  national  expcnce,  yet 
It  fhould  feem  but  reafonable  either  to  allow 
them,  I.  To  raife  fuch  further  fums  as  may 
be  required,  by  taxing  themfelves  in  the  mofl 
eafy  way  and  manner  their  feveral  provincial 
legifiatures  could  devife.  Or,  2.  at  leaft  to 

^  2  allow- 
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allow  them  a  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  This,  with  fome  animadverfions 
on  the  prefent  ftate  of  commerce,  with  the 
extenfion  and  enlargement  of  the  admiralty 
iurifdidlion  in  America,  is  the  fubftance  of  all 
that  hasfo  much  incenfed  the  Halifax  gentle¬ 
man.  Governor  H— k--s  hath  no  where  faid 
that  “  the  colonies  have  rights  independent 
of,  and  not  controulable  by,  the  authority  of 
parliament.”  See  Providerice  Gazette,  Feb.  i6, 
According  to  the  gentleman,  “  it  will  fol¬ 
low  that  we  may  enjoy  perfo?tal  liberty,  and 
vet  be  Haves  in  political  fenfe  •,  and  (OfVice 
vsrfa,  we  may  be  perfonally  Jlaves,  and  yet 
have  a  political  right  to  liberty.  Life,  liberty 
and  eftate  being  perfonal  rights,  are  (by  the 
gentleman  admitted  to  be)  fecured  to  us  by 
the  common  law.  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  heard  that  the  colonies  ever  contended  for 
more  5  and  yet  (by  this  perfonal  and  politi¬ 
cal  diftindion)  our  eftates  may  be  taken  avvay 
from  us  againfl  our  confent,  without  any  vio¬ 
lation  of  cur  perfonal  right ;  and  all  this  for 
want  of  a  political  right.” 

Fovidence  Gazette,  Feb.  i6. 

The  gentleman  confidently  maintains  that 
ads  of  parliament  derive  their  force  from  the 
common  law  ;  and  for  that  reafon  he  fays, 
they  are  obligatory  on  the  colonies.  I  allc 
him,  how  it  is  poffible  that  the  parliamentary 
power,  which  controuls,  alters  and  amends  the 
common  law  at  will,  can  derive  its  fupport 
from  the  common  law 


Providence, 
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Providence  Gazette,  February  23. 
The  power  and  authority  of  parliament 
is  from  the  conftitution,  and  above  all 
other  laws,  but  thofe  of  God  and  nature. 

“  There  may  be  a  natural  relation  between 
two  fubjedls  that  exift  by  nature;  but  mother 
country  and  colony  exift  only  by  policy,  and 
may,  and  no  doubt  have  a  political  relation 
to  each  other ;  but  can  have  no  natural  one.” 

Providence  Gazette,  March  2. 
Th  is  remark  is  ingenious,  and  the  manner 
in  .which  ’tis  elucidated  is  diverting  ;  but  I  fear 
^tis.not  folid.  There  is  nonfenfe  and  contra- 
didlion  enough  of  all  confcience  in  the  Hali¬ 
fax  gentleman’s  attempt  to  inveftigate  tlie 
natural  relation  between  colonies  and  their 
mother  ftate,”  without  denying  the  cxiftence 
of  fuch  a  relation.  Our  allegiance  is  natural, 
and  if  this  be  admitted  of  each  individual  in 
a  colony,  as  it  mud*  be,  it  would  be  ftrange 
to  deny  a  natural  relation  between  two  whole 
bodies,  between  all  the  refpedtive  parts  of 
which  a  natural  relation  is  admitted.  Society 
is  certainly  natural,  and  exifts  prior  to,  and 
independent  of  any  form  of  civil  policy,  al¬ 
ways  excepting  family  focieties  and  fimple  de¬ 
mocracies.  As  there  is  a  natural  relation  be¬ 
tween  father  and  fon,  fo  is  there  between  their 
two  families  i  and  fo  is  there  between  a  mo- 
ther-ftate  or  rnetropolis,  and  its  colonies.  The 
natural  relation  between  two  independent 
ftates  or  focieties,  is  the  bafis  of  the  law  of 
nations )  and  all  its  obligations  arc  thence  de- 

duceable. 
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c3uccnl)]c.  It  would  be  flr^nge  tlist  3.  iistursl 
relation  '  fliould  fubfift  between  two  neigh¬ 
bouring  flates,  and  none  be  between  a  metro¬ 
polis  and  a  colony.  I  can  fee  no  abfurdity 
in  fuppofing  both  natural  and  political  relati¬ 
ons  to  lublifl  between  a  mother  flate  and  its 
colonies,  any  more  than  fuppofing  two  quali¬ 
ties  in  one  and  the  fame  fubjedl.  The  fame 
man  may  be  choleric  and  humane,  another  is 
calm  and  inveterate.  The  fame  two  men 
may  be  father  and  fon,  fello,w-men,  fellow-  ^ 

fubjeds,  fellow-citizens,  and  brother-alder¬ 
men.  Political  relations  are  but  modifications 
of  thole  which  are  founded  in  nature,  and  from 
whence  rife  duties  of  univerfal  obligation. 

I  cannot  fupprefs  all  my  indignation  at  a 
remark  in  the  clofe  of  the  Halifax  letter, 
which  fhould  have  been  taken  notice  of  be¬ 
fore,  but  it  efcaped  me.  “  It  may  become 
neceffary  for  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  the  na¬ 
tion  to  Irame  fome  code,  (and  canons  might 
have  been  as  properly  added)  and  therein  ad- 
■  juft  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  with  precifion 
and  certainty,  otherwife  Great-Britain  will  al-  I 

ways  be  teazed  with  new  claims  about  liberty 
and  privileges.”  Page  22. 

If  I  miftake  not,  there  is,  in  the  air  of  this 
period,  the  quintefience  of  a  meer  martial  le- 
gillator ;  the  infolence  of  a  haughty  and  im¬ 
perious  minifter ;  the  indolence  and  half 
tncught  of  a  petit  maitre  j  the  flutter  of  a 
coxcomb;  the  pedantry  of  a  quack,  and  the 
nonfenfe  of  a  pettifogger.  A  ftrange  galli- 

I  maufry 
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maufry  this :  but  I  arm  not  anfwerable  for  it, 
or  for  any  other  of  the  exhibitions  of  a  mon- 
fter  monger.  We  want  no  foreign  codes,  nor- 
canons  here.  The  common  law  is  our  birth¬ 
right  ^  and  the  rights  and  privileges  con¬ 
firmed  and  fecured  to  us  by  the  BritilTi  confti- 
tution,  and  by  adl  of  parliament,  are  our  beft 
inheritance.  Codes,  pandedls,  novels,  decre¬ 
tals  of  Popes,  and  the  inventions  of  the  D— I, 
may  fuit  the  cold  bleak  regions  of  Branden- 
burgh  and  Pruffia,  or  the  fcorching  heats 
of  Jamaica  or  Gambia ;  but  we  live  in  a  more 
temperate  climate,  and  fliall  reft  content  with 
the  laws,  cuftoms  and  ufages  of  our  anceftors, 
bravely  fupported  and  defended  with  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  from  age  to  age  handed  down: 
Thefe  have,  and  ever  will  finally  triumph  over 
the  whims  of  political  and  religious  Phithufi- 
afts ;  the  extremes  of  which  are  libertinifm 
and  defpotifm,  anarchy  and  tyranny,  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  from'  all  which  may  God  ever 
preferve  us.  I  muft  recommend  it  to  the  Ha¬ 
lifax  gentleman,  before  he  publifiies  anymore 
epiftles,  diligently  to  read  over  Swift’s  Tale  of 
a  Tuhy  and  to  take  fpecial  note  of  Lord  Peter’s 
method  of  reafoning  with  his  brethren.  Pie  will 
there  find  all  the  forms  of  fyllogifm,  from  the 
forites  to  the  categoric.  Of  the  laft  form,  he 
will  find  this,  to  prove  that  a  little  learning 
pufFeth  little  men  up. 

Words  are  but  wind. 

Learning  is  nothing  but  words. 

Ergo.  Learning  is  nothing  but  wind.’' 


Of 
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Of  the  former  kind  of  argumentation,  he 
will  find  a  fpecies  he  feems  to  be  peculiarly 
fond  of. 

“  In  the  midfi;  of  all  this  clutter  and  revo¬ 
lution,  in  comes  Lord  Peter,  with  a  file  of 
dragoons  at  his  heels,  and  gathering  from  all 
hands  what  was  in  the  wind,  he  and  his  gang, 
after  feveral  millions  of  fcurrilities  and  curfes, 
not  very  important  here  to  repeat,  by  main 
force,  very  fairly  kicks  them  (Martin  andjack) 
both  out  of  doors,  and  would  never  let  them 
come  under  his  roof,  from  that  day  to  this.” 

^ale  of  a  I’ub.  p.  79.  104. 
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THE  TRVE  SENTIMENTS  OF  AMERICA  ; 
CONTAINED  IN  A  COLLECTION  OF 
LETTERS  SENT  FROM  THE  HOVSE 
OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  OF  MASSACHVSETTS 
BAY  TO  SEVERAL  PERSONS  OF 
HIGH  RANK  IN  THIS 
kin  G  b  O  M  : 

TOGETHER 

WITH  CERTAIN  PAPERS  RELATING  TO 
A  SVPPOSED  LIBEL  ON  THE 
GOVERNOR  OF  THAT  PROVINCE, 
AND  A  DISSERTATION  ON 
THE  CANON  AND 
THE  FEVDAL 
L  A  W. 

LONDON,  PRINTED  FOR  1.  A  L  M  0  N,  IN  PICCADILLY. 

1768. 


The  following  rcfolution  is  copied  from  the  journal  at 
the  proceedings  of  the  Houfc  of  ReprefentSivr 
of  the  province  of  MalLcliufett’s-Eav.  ^ 

Mercurii,  2  die  Marti!,  A.  D.  176S’. 

Poji  Meridiem. 

Whereas  it  has  ever  hcen  the  laudable  praaice  of 
this  government  anniiallv  to  fet  apart  a  <1  .v  i\  r  f  * 
prayer  .0  Aln.M,,,,  (;„J,  ,  jL  !  '  J 

the  Britifh  nation  and  its  dependencies,  and  uuoii  this 
province  m  particular.  ‘ 

•  "iFf ^ r  "  mayTx'ped 

ble  -mi  fo  God  their  hum 

Ole  and  penitent  confelTion  y.f  fia„-  c  "'im- 

with  their  devout  fupplications  for^  fich  "hi  m 

M  grnminrt".  ^ 

eye^of  our  ft-,d  favourfldy  in  the 

fuccefsful  j  that  the  {rade  Privileges,  may  be 

the  province  ma;  be  proLef  ^n  Ti’ 

good  morals  pre^il /and  that  we  and  ou"  '  no7l 

Stay  ever  enjoy  the  hlelTings  of  liberty 
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Agreeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  Honourable 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Malfachufett’s-Bay,  the 
following  humble,  dutiful,  and  loyal 
Petition  to  the  KING,  figned  by  the 
•  Speaker,  by  their  Order  of  the  20th 
January  1768;  together  with  the  Re- 
prefentations  of  the  Houfe  to  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  Minifters;  their  Letter  to  their 
Agent,  &c.  are  here  inferred. 

An  humble  Petition  to  the  Kmgs  moji  Ex¬ 
cellent  Majejly. 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVERPJIGN, 

Your  Majelly’s  faithful  fubjedls,  the 
reprefentatives  of  your  province  of 
the  M^alfachufetts-Bay,  with  the  warniell 
lentiments  of  loyalty,  duty,  and  aftecflion, 
beg  leave  to  approach  the  throne,  and  to 
lay  at  your  Majefty  s  feet  their  humble 
Applications,  in  behalf  of  your  diftrelfed 
fubjedts  the  people  of  the  province. 

Our  anceftors,  the  firft  fcttlers  of  this 
country,  having  with  the  royal  conlent, 
which  \vc  humbly  apprehend  involves  the 
confent  of  the  nation,  and  at  their  own 
great  expence,  migrated  from  the  mother 

^  kingdom. 
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kingdom,  took  poffeffion  of  this  land,  at 
that  time  a  wildernefs,  the  right  whereof 
they  had  purchafed  for  a  valuable  confide- 
ration  of  the  council  eftablillaed  at  Pli- 
mouth,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  by 
your  Majefty’s  royal  predeceffor  King 
James  the  fir  ft. 

From  theprinciplesof  loyalty  to  their  So¬ 
vereign  which  will  ever  warm  the  breaft  of 
a  truei'ubjeft,  though  remote  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  their  allegiance  to  the  Englifti  crown :  ‘ 

and  your  Majefty  will  allow  us  with  all  hu¬ 
mility  to  fay,  that  they  and  their  poftcrity, 
even  to  this  time,  have  afforded  frequent 
and  fignal  proofs  of  their  zeal  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  fervice  of  their  prince,  and  their 
firm  attachment  to  the  parent  country.  i 

With  toil  and  fatigue,  perhaps  not  to 
be  conceived  by  their  brethren  and  fellow- 
fubjedls  at  home,  and  with  the  conftant 
peril  of  their  lives,  from  a  numerous,  fa- 
vage,  and  warlike  race  of  men,  they  be¬ 
gan  their  fettlement,  and  God  prolpered 
them.  ' 

They  obtained  a  charter  from  King 
Charles  the  firft  ;  wherein  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  grant  to  them  and  their 
heirs  and  afligns  for  ever,  all  the  lands 
therein  defcribed,  to  hold  of  him  and  his 
royal  fucceflbrs  in  free  and  common  foc- 
cage  which  we  humbly  conceive  is  as 
abfolute  an  eftate  as  the  fubjed  can  hold 

under 
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under  the  crown.  And  in  the  fame  char¬ 
ter  were  granted  to  them,  and  their  pofte- 
rity,  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges, 
and  immunities  of  natural  fubjedls,  born 
within  the  realm. 

This  charter  they  enjoyed,  having,  as 
we  moft  humbly  conceive,  punctually 
complied  with  all  the  conditions  of  it,  till 
in  an  unhappy  time  it  was  vacated — But 
after  the  revolution,  when  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  of  glorious  and  blelfed 
memory,  were  eilablillied-on  the  throne  : 
In  that  happy  reign,  when,  to  the  joy  of 
the  nation  ana  its  dependencies,  the  crown 
was  fettled  in  your  Majefty’s  illuftrious 
family,  the  inhabitants  of  this  province 
fhared  in  the  common  blefling.  Then 
they  were  indulged  with  another  charter; 
in  which  their  Majellies  were  plealed  for 
themfelves,  their  heirs  and  fuccelfors,  to 
grant  and  confirm  to  them  as  ample  eflate 
in  the  lands  or  territories  as  was  granted 
by  the  former  chatter,  together  with  other 
the  moil  eifential  rights  and  liberties  con¬ 
tained  therein  :  The  principal  ot  whicli, 
is  that  which  yourMajeily’s  lubjeCls  within 
the  realm  have  ever  held  a  inoft  facred 
right,  ot  being  taxed  only  by  reprelenta- 
tives  of  their  own  free  elcClion. 

Tr  lus  bleffed  with  the  rights  of  Engliih- 
men,  through  the  indulgent  frniles  of 
Heaven,  and  under  the  aufpicious  govern- 

B  2  ment 
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meat  of  your  Majefty  and  your  royal  pre- 
decelTors,  your  people  of  this  province 
have  been  happy,  and  your  Majefty  has 
acquired  a  numerous  increafe  of  loyal  fub- 
jedts,  a  large  extent  of  dominion,  and  a 
new  and  inexhauftible  fource  of  commerce, 
wealth  and  glory. 

With  great  fincerity,  permit  us  to  affure 
your  Majefty,  that  your  fubjedls  of  this 
province,  ever  have,  and  ftill  continue  to 
acknowledge  your  Majefty’s  high  court  of 
parliament  the  fupreme  legiflative  power 
of  the  whole  empire.  The  fuperintend-. 
ing  authority  of  which  is  clearly  admitted 
in  all  cafes,  that  can  confift  with  the  fun¬ 
damental  rights  of  nature  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  to  which  your  Majefty’s  happy  fub- 
jeds  in  all  parts  of  your  empire  conceive 
they  have  a  juft  and  equitable  claim. 

It  IS  with  the  deepeft  concern  that  your 
humble  fuppliants  would  reprefent  to  your 
Majefty,  that  your  parliament,  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  whofe  intentions  is  never  to  be 
queftioned,  has  thought  proper  to  pafs  di¬ 
vers  ads  impofing  taxes  on  your  Majefty’s 
fubjeds  in  America,  with  the  foie  and  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue.  If  your 
Majefty’s  lubjeds  here  ftiall  be  deprived  of 
thehonour  and  privilege  ofvoluntarily  con¬ 
tributing  their  aid  to  your  Majefty,  in 
fupporting  your  government  and  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  province,  and  defending  and  fe- 

curinsi 
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curing  your  rights  and  territories  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  they' have  always  hitherto 
done  with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs  :  If 
thele  a(fls  of  parliament  fhall  remain  in 
force,  and  your  Majefty’s  commons  in 
Great  Britain  fliall  continue  to  exercife  the 
power  of  granting  the  property  of  their 
fellow  fubjefts  in  this  province,  your  peo¬ 
ple  muft  then  regret  their  unhappy  fate  in 
having  only  the  name  left  of  free  fubjecfls. 

With  all  humility  we  conceive  that  a 
reprefentation  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjedtsof 
this  province  in  the  parliament,  conlider- 
ing  their  local  circumftances,  is  utterly 
impradicable  :  Your  Majefly  has  hereto¬ 
fore  been  gracioully  pleafed  to  order  your 
requilitions  to  be  laid  before  the  reprelenta- 
tives  of  your  people  in  the  general  affem- 
bly,  who  have  nev.r  failed  to  afford  the 
necelTary  aid  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  fometimes  beyond  it  ^  and  it  would  be 
ever  grievous  to  your  Majefty’s  faithful 
mbjedls  to  be  called  upon  in  a  way,  that 
mould  appear  to  them  to  imply  a  diftruff 

of  then-  moll  ready  and  willing  com¬ 
pliance. 

Under  the  moll  fenfible  imprellions  of 
your  Majefly’s  wife  and  paternal  care  for 
the  remotell  of  your  fhithful  fubjedls,  and 
in  full  dependence  on  the  royal  declarations 
in  the  charter  of  this  province,  we  moll 
lumbly  befeech  your  Majefly  to  take  our 

prefent 


prefent  unhappy  circnmftances  under  your 
royal  confideration,  and  afford  us  relief  in 
fuch  manner  as  in  your  Majefty’s  great 
wifdom  and  clemency  fhall  feem  meet. 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  one  of  his  Majefty'^s  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State. 

Province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay,  ^January 


15,  1768. 


MY  LORD, 

HE  houfe  of  rcprefentativesof  this  his 


1  Majefty’s  province,  having  had  ex¬ 
perience  of  your  Lordfhip’s  generous  fen- 
timentsofhis  Majefty’s  moft  loyal  though 
remote  fubjedts  in  America,  and  of  your 
noble  exertion?  in  their  behalf  in  the  late 
time  of  their  diftrefs,  beg  leave  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  your  Lordfliip’s  view,  the  new  fcenes 
of  difficulty,  which  are  again  opened  upon 
us,  and  to  implore  your  repeated  inter- 
polition. 

YourLordfhip  is  not  infenfible,  that  our 
forefathers  were  in  an  unhappy  reign  driven 
into  this  wildernels  by  the  hand  of  power  •, 
at  their  own  expence  they  crofted  an  ocean 
of  three  thoufand  miles  •,  and  purchafed  an 
inheritance  for  themfelves  and  their  pofte- 
rity,  with  the  view  of  propagating  the 
chriftian  religion,  and  enlarging  the  Eng- 
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lifli  dominion  in  this  diftant  part  of  the 
earth.  Through  the  indulgent  fniilcs  of 
Heaven  upon  them,  though  not  without 
hardfliip  and  fatigue  unexperienced  and 
oerhaps  hardly  to  be  conceived  by  their 
brethren  and  fellow-fubjedis  in  their  na¬ 
tive  land ;  and  with  the  conftant  peril  of 
their  lives  from  a  numerous  race  of  men, 
as  barbarous  and  cruel,  and  yet  as  warlike 
as  any  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
they  increafed  in  their  numbers  and  en¬ 
larged  their  fettlement. — They  obtained  a 
charter  from  King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  recognize  to 
them,  a  liberty  to  wordiip  God  according 
to  the  dictates  of  their  confciencc  ;  a  blef- 
fing  which  in  thofe  unhappy  times  was 
denied  to  them  in  their  own  country : 
And  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  his  natural  born  fubje<fls 
within  the  realm.  This  charter  they  en¬ 
joyed,  having  pundually  fullilled  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  it,  till  it  was  vacated,  as  wc 
conceive  arbitrarily,  in  the  reign  of  Kin<’' 
Charles  the  fecond.  After  the  revolution^ 
that  grand  tera  of  Britilh  liberty,  when 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  of  glori¬ 
ous  and  blelTed  memory,  were  eftablithed 
on  the  throne,  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro¬ 
vince  obtained  another  charter  j  in  which 
the  inoft  elTential  rights  and  privileges 
contained  in  the  former  were  relfored^to 

them. 
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them.  Thus  blelTed  with  the  liberties  of 
Eiiglilhmen,  tliey  continued  to  increafe 
and  multiply,  till,  as  yourLordfhip  knows, 
a  dreary  wildernefs  is  become  a  fruitful 

field,  and  a  grand  fource  of  national  wealth 
and  glory. 

By  the  common  law,  my  Lord,  as  well  as 
fun  dry  adfs  of  parliament  from  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  third,the  children  of  his 
Majefty’s  natural  born  fubjedls,  born  paf~ 
fing  and  repaffing  the  feas,  are  intitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  natural 
fubjedls  born  within  the  realm.  From 
hence  the  conclufion  appears  to  be  indif- 
putable,  that  the  defcendants  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fubjedls  in  the  realm,  who  migrated 
with  the  confcnt  of  the  nation,  and  pur- 
chafed  a  fettlement  with  their  own  treafuie 
and  blood,  without  any  aid  from  the  nati¬ 
on;  who  early  acknowledged  their  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Crown  of  England ;  and  have 
always  approved  themfelves  faithful  fub¬ 
jedls,  and  in  many  inftances  given  fignal 
proofs  of  their  loyalty  to  their  King,  and 
their  firm  attachment  and  affcdlion  to  their 
mother  country :  —  The  conclufion  is 
ftrong,  that  exclufive  of  any  confideration 
of  their  charter,  they  are  intitled  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Britim  confti- 
tution  in  common  with  their  fellow  fub¬ 
jedls  in  Britain.  And  it  is  very  remarkably 
the  fenfe  of  the  Britilh  nation  that  they  are 

fo; 


(  i3  ) 

foj  as  appears  by  an  Ad  of  ParliamenC 
made  in  the  i^tb  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
George  the  lecond.  The  preamble  of 
that  ad  plainly  prefuppoles  itj  and  the 
purview  of  the  fame  ad  enables  and  di- 
reds  the  fuperior  court  of  judicature 
of  this  province,  a  court  ercded  by  the 
authority  of  the  general  court,  to  natura¬ 
lize  foreigners  under  certain  conditions; 
which  it  is  prefumed  the  wifdom  of  the 
Parliament  would  not  have  empowered  any 
people  to  do,  who  were  not  ihcmfelves 
deemed  natural  born  fubjefts. 

The  fpirit  of  the  law  of  nature  and  na¬ 
tions  fuppofes  that  all  the  free  fubjecT;s  of 
any  kingdom,  are  entitled  equally  to  all 
the  rights  of  the  conftitution  j  for  it  ap¬ 
pears  unnatural  and  unreafonable  to  affirm, 
that  local  or  any  other  circumftances  can 
juftlydepriveanypartof  thefubjeds  of  the 
fame  Piince,  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  of  that  conftitution,  upon  which  the 
government  itfelf  is  formed,  and  by  which 
iovereign  ty  and  allegiance  are  alcertai ned  and 
limited.  But  your  Lordfliip  is  fo  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the 
rights  of  men  and  offubjeds,  as  to  render 
It  altogether  improper  to  take  up  any  more 
of  your  time  on  this  head. 

There  are,  my  Lord,  fundamental  rules 
cf  the  conftitution,  which  it  is  humbly 
presumed,  neither  the  fupreme  legiflativs 

^  nor 
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nor  the  fupreme  executive  can  alter.  In 
all  free  ftates  the  conftitution  is  fixed  :  It 
is  from  thence  that  the  legiflative  derives 
its  authority;  therefore  it  cannot  change 
the  conftitution  without  deftroying  its  own 
foundation.  If  then  the  conftitution 
of  •  Great  Britain  is  the  common 
right  of  all  Britifli  fubjeds,  it  is  hum¬ 
bly  referred  to  your  Lordfiiip’s  judgment, 
whether  the  fupreme  legiflative  of  the 
empire  may  rightly  leap  the  bounds  of  it 
in  the  exercife  of  power  over  the  fubjefts 
in  America,  any  more  than  over  thofe  in 

Britain. 

When  mention  is  made  of  the  rights 
of  American  fubjeefts  and  the  inteteft  they 
have  in  the  Britilh  conftitution  in  common 
with  all  other  Brithh  fubjeds,  your  Lord- 
fhip  is  too  candid  and  juft  in  your  fenti- 
ments  to  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe  have  the 
moft  diftant  thought  of  an  independency 
on  Great  Britain. — They  are  not  infenfiblc 
of  their  fecurity  and  happinefs  in  their  con¬ 
nexion  with  and  dependance  on  the  mo-^ 
ther-ftate.  Thefe,  my  Lord,  aie  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  Houfe  and  of  their  con- 
ftituents;  and  they  have  reafon  to  believe 
they  are  the  fentiments  of  all  the  colonies: 
Thofe  who  are  induftrioufly  propagating 
in  the  nation  a  different  opinion  of  the 
colonifts,  are  not  only  doing  th^  gieate 
injuftice  to  them,  but  an  irreparable  injury 

to  the  nation  itfelf. 
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It  is  the  glory  of  the  BritiHi  conllitution 
that  It  has  its  foundation  in  the  law  of 
God  and  nature;  It  is  effentially  a  natural 
right  that  a  man  fliall  quietly  enjoy,  and 
have  the  foie  difpofal  of  his  own  property: 
This  right  is  ingrafted  into  the  Britilli 
conllitution  and  is  familiar  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fubjefts:  And  your  Lordflrip  will  judge 
whether  any  necelhty  can  render  it  juft  and 
equitable  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the 
fupreme  Icgillative  of  tire  empire,  fliould 
irnpofe  duties,  fubfidies,  talliages  and  tax¬ 
es,  internal  or  external,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  railing  a  revenue,  upon  fubjedts  that  are 
not,  and  cannot,  conlidering  their  local 
circumftances,  by  any  polTibility  be  equal¬ 
ly  reprefented,  and  confequently,  wbofe 
confent  cannot  be  had  in  Parliament. 

The  fecurity  of  right  and  property  is 
the  great  end  of  government.  Surely 
then  luch  meafures  as  tend  to  render  right 
and  property  precarious,  tend  to  deftroy 
both  property  and  government,  for  thefe 
mull  Hand  or  fall  together. —  Property  is 
admitted  to  have  an  exiflence  in  the  favage 
Ifate  of  nature:  And  if  it  is  necelTary  for 
the  lupport  of  lavage  life,  it  by  no  means 
becomes  lefs  fo  in  civil  fociety.  The  Iloufe 
intreat  your  Lordlhip  to  confidcr,  whe¬ 
ther  a  colonill;  can  be  conceived  to  have 
any  property  which  he  may  call  his  own, 
if  it  may  be  graiited  av/ay  by  any  other 
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body  without  his  confent :  And  they  fub- 
niit  to  your  Lordfhip’s  judgment  whether 
this  was  not  adtually  done,  when  the  adt 
for  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties 
on  Paper,  Glafs  and  other  articles,  for  the 
lole  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue 
in  America,  was  made.  It  is  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Coke  that  the  Parliament  of 

GreatBritaincannottaxIreland“y«/<?ff2///>r/ 

ad  ParHamentum  non  mittant.  And  Sir 
\Viliiam  jones,  an  eminent  jurift,  declared 
it  as  his  opinion,  to  King  Charles  the 
Second,  that  he  could  no  more  grantacom- 
miffion  to  levy  money  on  his  fubjeds  in 
Jamaica,  without  their  conlent  by  an 
allembly,  than  they  could  difeharge  them- 
felves  from  their  allegiance  to  the  crown. 

Your  Lorddiip  will  be  pleafed  to  con- 
lider  that  Ireland  and  Jamaica  were  both 
conquered  which  cannot  be  faid  of  any  of 
the  colonies,  Canada  excepted;  the  argu¬ 
ment  therefore  is  dronger  in  favour  of  the 
colonies. 

Our  ancedors,  when  opprelTed  in  the 
unfortunate  reign  of  James  the  fecond, 
found  relief  by  the  interpofition  of  the 
Parliament:  But  it  is  the  misfortune  of 
the  colonies  at  prefent,  that  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  that  power  they  are  taxed ;  and 
they  can  appeal  for  relief  from  their  final 
de.ifioii  to  no  power  on  earth,  for  there  is 
no  power  on  earth  above  them. — Your 

Lord- 
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Lordfhip  will  indulge  the  Houle  In  ex- 
prefTing  a  deep  concern  upon  this  occafion; 
for  it  is  the  language  of  reafon,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  greateft  writers  on  the 
law  of  nature  and  nations,  that  if  the  parli¬ 
ament  Hiould  make  any  conliderable change 
in  the  conftitution,  and  the  nation  Ihould 
be  voluntarily  lilent  upon  it,  this  would 
be  confidered  as  an  approbation  of  the  aft. 

But  the  Houfe  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to 
your  Lordlhip,  that  although  the  right  of  the 
Parliament  to  impole  taxes  on  the  colo¬ 
nies  without  a  reprefentation  there  were 
indifputable,  v/e  humbly  conceive  it  may 
be  made  fully  to  appear  to  be  unequal  that 
they  lliould,  at  leaft  at  prefcnt.  Your 
Lordlliip  will  be  pleafed  to  remember  that 
by  ad  of  Parliament,  the  colonifts  are  pro¬ 
hibited  from  importing  commodities  and 
manufaduresof  thegrowth  of  Europe,  faving 
a  few  articles,  except  from  Great  Britain. 
Phis  prohibition  not  only  occalions  a 
much  greater  demand  upon  the  mother- 
country  for  her  manufadures,  but  give* 
the^  manufadurers  there  the  advantao^e  of 
their  own  price;  and  can  it  be  queftioned, 
my  Lord,  but  the  colonifts  are  obliged  by 
rneans  of  this  policy,  to  purchafe  theBri- 
tifh  manufadures  at  a  much  dearer  rate, 
than  the  like  manufadures  would  be  pur- 
chafed  at,  if  they  were  allowed  to  to 
foreign  markets.  It  is  a  lofs  to  the  colo¬ 
nies 
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nlfts  and  an  equal  gain  to  Great  Britain. 
The  fame  reafoning  holds  good  v/ith  re- 
fpecl  to  the  many  articles  of  their  produce, 
which  the  colonies  are  reflrained  by  aft 
of  Parliament  from  fending  to  foreign 
ports. — This  is  in  reality  a  tax  though  an 
indirect  one  on  the  colonies,  beiides  the 
duties  of  cxcifc  and  cuftomS,  laid  on 
the  manufaftures  in  Great  Britain.  A 
celebrated  Britifti  writer  on  trade,  com¬ 
putes  the  artificial  value  arifing  from  thefe 
duties,  to  be  not  lefs  than  fifty  per  cent. 
Your  LordlBip  will  then  form  an  eflimatc 
of  the  part  that  is  paid  by  the  colonies 
upon  the  importation  into  America,  which 
is  generally  faid  to  be  at  lead;  the  value  of 
two  millions  fterling. 

The  Houfe  is  not  at  this- time  complain¬ 
ing  of  this  policy  of  the  mother  flate ;  but  beg 
your  Lordiliip’s  impartial  and- candid  con- 
fideration,  whether  it  is  not  grievous  to  the 
colonies  to  be  additionally  taxed  upon  the 


commodities  of  Great  Britain  here  —  and 
•  to  be  foleiy  charged  with  the  defending 
and  fecuring  his  Majedy’s  colonies,  after 
•they  have  chcarfuiiy  borne  their  full  pro¬ 
portion  of  maintaining  his  Majelfy’s  rights 
in  this  part  of  his  dominions,  and  reduc¬ 
ing  his  enemies  to  terms  of  peace.  . 

'h’our  Lordihip  will  allow  the  Ploufe  to 
exprefs  their dears  that  the  colonies  have 

been  mifreprefented  to  his  Majefty’s  mi- 
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nifters  and  the  Parliament,  as  having  an 
undutiful  difpofition  towards  his  Majefty, 
and  a  difafFe6lion  to  the  mother-kingdom. 
It  has  till  a  few  years  pad  been  the  ufagc 
for  his  Majefty ’s  requilitions  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  reprefentatives  of  his  people  in  A- 
merica.  And  we  may  venture  to  appeal 
to  your  Lordfliip,  that  the  people  of  this 
province  have  been  ready  to  afford  their 
utmofl  aid  for  his  Majefty ’s  fervicc.  It 
would  be  grievous  to  his  mod  faithful  fub- 
je(fts,  to  be  called  upon  for  aid  in  a  manner 
which  implies  a  midrud  of  a  free  and 
chearful  compliance  :  And  tire  Ploufe  in¬ 
treat  your  Lorddrip’s  confideration  whe¬ 
ther  our  enemies  at  lead,  would  not  infer 
a  want  of  duty  and  loyalty  in  us,  when  the 
Parliament  have  judged  it  necedary  to 
compel  us  by  laws  for  that  purpofc;  as  by 
the  late  afts  for  railing  a  revenue  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  the  aft  for  preventing  mutiny 
and  defertion  ;  in  the  latter  of  which  the 
governor  and  council  are  direded  to  fupply 
the  King’s  troops  with  enumerated  articles, 
and  the  people  arc  required  to  pay  the  ex- 
pencc.  But  beddes,  your  Lordlhip  will 
judge  whether  the  execution  of  tiiis  ad 
can  comport  with  tlic  cxidcnce  of  a  free 
legidative  in  America. 

It  is  unnatural  to  expsd,  that  the  fu- 
preme  executive  power  can  longexid,  if  the 
fuprcm.e  legidative  drould  be  deureded  and 
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deflroycd.  In  order,  therefore,  to  fuppoft 
the  fupremc  executive  of  his  Majefty,  at  fo 
great  a  diftance,  in  the  perfon  of  his  go^ 
\enior,  judges  and  other  executive  officers. 
It  feems  neceffary  that  there  fhould  be  a 
legiflative  in  America  as  perfedly  free,  as 
can  confift  with  a  fubordination  to  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative  of  the  whole  empire. 

Such  a  legiflative  isconllitutedby  tie  roy¬ 
al  charter  of  this  province  :  In  this  char¬ 
ter,  my  Lord,  the  King,  for  himfelf,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  grants  to  the  general 
affembly,  full  power  and  authority  to  im- 
pofe  and  levy  proportionable  and  reafona- 
ble  alTefTments,  rates  and  taxes  upon  the 
eftates  and  perfons  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be 
ilfued  and  difpofed  of,  by  warrant  under 
the  hand  of  the  governor,  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  council,  for  the  fervice 
of  his  Majefty,  in  the  neceflary  defence  and 
fupport  of  his  government  of  the  province 
and  the  protection  and  prefervation  of  the 
inhabitants,  according  to  fuch  afts,  as  are 
or  fliall  be  in  force  in  the  province.  And 
the  houfe  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the 
legiflative  powers  in  the  feveral  colonies  in 
America  were  originally  eredied  upon  a 
convidlion,  that  the  fubjedls  there,  could 
not  be  reprefented  in  the  fupreme  legifla“ 
tive,  and  coniequently  that  there  was  a 
Tieceffity  that  luchpowers  fhould  be  eredl^- 
cd. 
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.  rneans,  my  Lord,  adifpofltlon 

in  the  houfe  to  difpute  the  juft  authority 
ot  the  fupreme  legiflative  of  the  nation, 
that  induces  them  thus  to  addrefs  your 
Lordfhip;  but  a  warm  fenfe  of  loyalty  to 
their  prince,  and,  they  humbly  apprehend, 
a  juft  concern  for  their  natural  and  con- 
htutional  rights.  They  beg  your  Lord* 
Ihip  would  excufe  their  trefpafting  upon 

your  tirhe  and  attention  to  the  great  affairs 

of  the  ftate:  They  apply  to  you  as  a  friend 
to  the  rights  of  mankind  and  of  Britifh 
fubjedls.  As  Americans  they  implore  your 
Lordftiip  s  patronage,  and  befecch  you  to 
reprefent  their  grievances  to  the  King  our 
fovereign,  and  employ  your  happy  influence 
for  their  relief. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Seymour  Conway,  Efq;  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 


Province  of  the  MaJJachuJetfs-Bayy 

February  13,  176S. 

S  I  R, 


TH  E  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of 
^  this  his  Majefty’s  province  have  ftill 
the  lenfible  impreftions  of  gratitude  upon 
their  minds,  for  the  fignal  and  fuc- 
cefsful  exertions  you'  were  plcafed 
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to  make  for  them  when  the  liberties 
of  the  colonies  were  in  danger.  And  al¬ 
though  they  do  not  fall  immediately  under 
your  care  in  that  department,  to  which 
his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  appoint  you;  yet  your  known  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  rights  of  fubjedfs,  in  their  juft 
extent,  the  conftitutional  authority  of  the 
fupreme  leglflative  and  the  prerogative  of 
the  fovereign,  is  a  ftrong  inducement  to  the 
Houfe,  when  new  grievances  happen,  to 
implore  your  repeated  aid.  Confeious 
of  their  own  difpofition,  they  rely  upon 
that  candour  which  isa  diftinguiftiedmark 
of  your  charafter.  And  however  they 
may  have  been  reprefented  to  his  Majefty  s 
minifters  as  undutiful,  turbulent  and  fac« 
tious,  your  fentiments  are  too  generous,  to 
impute  the  expreffions  of  uneafinefs  under 
the  operation  of  any  particular  ads  of  the 
Britifti  parliament  to  a  peevifh  or  difcon- 
tented  habit,  much  lefs  to  the  want  of  a 
due  veneration  for  that  auguft  anembly. 

This  houfe  is  at  all  times  ready  to  re-  . 
cognize  his  Majefty’s  high  court  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  fupreme  legiflative  povver  over 
the  whole  empire  ;  its  fuperintending  au¬ 
thority,  in  all  cafes  confiftent  with  the 
fundamental  rules  of  the  conftitution,  is 
as  clearly  admitted  by  his  M^efty  s  fub- 
ieds  in  this  province  as  by  thofe  within 
therealm:  lincethe  conftitution  of  the  ftate. 
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as  it  ought  to  be,  is  fixed;  it  is  humbly 
prefumed,  that  tlie  lubjecfts,  in  every  part 
of  the  empire,  however  remote,  have  an  e- 
quitable  claim  to  all  the  advantages  of  it. 

It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  Prince,  and 
the  happinels  of  all  his  fubjefts,  that  their 
conftitution  hath  its  foundation  in  the  im¬ 
mutable  laws  of  nature  :  And  as  the  fu- 
preme  legiflative  as  well  as  the  fupreme 
executive  derives  its  authority  from  that 
conflitution,  it  fliould  feem  that  no  laws 
can  be  made  or  executed,  that  are  repug¬ 
nant  to  any  efiential  law  in  nature.  Hence 
a  Britifh  fubjedl  is  happily  diftinguifiied 
from  the  fubjedts  of  many  other  Bates,  in 
a  juft  and  well  grounded  opinion  of  his 
own  fafety,  which  is  the  perfedlion  of  po¬ 
litical  liberty. 

It  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  unalterable 
law  in  nature,  that  a  man  flrould  have  the 
free  ufe  and  foie  difpofil  of  the  fruit  of  hia 
honeft  induftry,  fubjedt  to  no  controul. 
The  equity  of  this  principle  feems  to  have 
been  too  obvious  to  be  mifunderftood  by 
thofe  who  framed  the  conflitution  ;  into 
which  it  is  ingrafted  as  aneftabliftied  law. 
It  is  conqeived  that  this  principle  gave  rife 
in  early  time  to  a  reprefentation  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  where  every  individual  in  the  realm 
has  fince  been,  and  is  ftill  confidcred  by 
adls  of  parliament  as  prefent  by  himfelf, 
or  by  his  reprefentative  of  his  own  free 

2  eledlion ; 
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clcdlion  :  confequently,  the  aid  afforded 
there  to  thefovereignisnotof  the  natureof  a 
tribute,  but  the  free  and  voluntary  gift  of 
all. 


The  houfe  fubmit  to  your  conlideration, 
whether  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  or  any  of  them,  can  be  confidered 
as  having  been  prefent  in  parliament,  when 
an  adl  of  the  fourth  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s 
reign,  and  another  pafled  the  laft  feffion, 
were  made.  If  not,  it  feems  to  be  con- 
clufive,  that,  as  thofeadls  were  made  with 
the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  railing  a 
revenue  out  of  America,  the  fubjedls  here 
are  in  thofe  inftances  unfortunately  de¬ 
prived  of  the  foie  difpofal  of  their  pro¬ 
perty,  and  the  honour  and  privilege  of 
contributing  to  the  aid  of  their  fovereign 
by  a  free  and  voluntary  gift. 

The  people  of  this  province  would  by 
no  means  be  inclined  to  petition  the  par¬ 
liament  for  a  reprefentation.  Separated 
from  the  mother-country  by  a  mighty 
ocean,  and  at  the  diftance  of  three  thou- 
fand  miles,  they  apprehend  it  is,  and  ever 
will  be,  utterly  impradlicable  that  they 
fhould  be  equally  reprefente;d  there  :  They 
have  always  been  confidered  by  the  nation 
as  fubjedls  remote:  And  his  Majefty’s 
royal  predecelTors  were  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  conftituteby  charter  a  fubordinate  legif- 
lative  in  the  province,  as  it  is  conceived, 

with 


with  a  view  of  preferving  to  their  remote 
fubjefts  the  unalienable  right  of  a  repre- 
fentation.  By  this  charter  the  lands  there¬ 
in  defcribed  are  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
in  free  and  common  foccage ;  and  the 
general  affembly  is  invefted  with  <he  pow¬ 
er  of  impoling  and  levying  proportionable 
and  reafonable  affeilments,  rates  and  taxes, 
upon  the  eflates  and  perlbnsof  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  for  his  Majefty’s  fervicc,  in  the 
neceffary  defence  and  fupportof  his  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  province,  and  the  protection 
and  prefervation  of  the  inhabitants;  and  of 
ordaining  and  eftablilhing  all  manner  of 
wholefome  and  reafonable  orders,  laws, 
flatutes  and  ordinances,  directions  and  in- 
flruClions,  either  with  or  without  penal¬ 
ties,  as  they  fhall  judge  to  be  for  the  good 
and  welfare  of  the  province:  And  as  a 
fufficient  check  upon  this  fubordinate 
power,  which  fecures  its  dependance  on 
the  fupreme  legillative,  no  law  can  be  made 
repugnant  to  the  lav/s  of  England;  and 
all  laws  that  are  made,  are  laid  before  his 
Majelty,  who  atany  time  during  threeyears 
after,  difannulls  them  at  his  royal  pi  eafure. 

All  that  is  defired  by  the  people  of  this 
province,  is,  that  they  may  be  rcflorcd  to 
their  original  flanding:  They  may  venture 
to  appeal  to  the  nation,  that  they  have  never 
failed  to  afford  their  utmoft  aid  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  whenevef  he  hath  required  it;  and 
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they  niay  fay  it  without  vanity,  that  in 
many  inftances  from  their  fettlement,  they 
have  given  firiking  proofs  of  their  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  their  lovereign,  and  their 
affedion  for  the  mother-ffate.  Muft  it 
not  then  be  grievous  to  free  and  loyal  fub- 
jcdls,  to  be  called  upon  in  a  manner  which 
appears  to  theun,  to  divert  them  of  their 
fi  eedom,  and  fo  far  to  impeach  their  loyalty 
as  to  imply  a  mirtrurt  of  their  chearful 
compliance  with  his  Ma^ertv’s  royal  re- 
quifitions. 

The  houfe  alfo  beg  leave  to  fubmit, 
whether  the  people  can  continue  free, 
while  the  crown  in  addition  to  its  uncon- 
ti*overted  right  of  appointing  a  governor, 
may  appoint  him  fuch  rtipends  as  it  rtiall 
judge  fit,  at  the  expence  of  the  people  and 
withouttheirconfent :  And  whether,  while 
the  judges  of  the  land,  at  fo  great  a  dif- 

tance  from  the  throne,  thefountainofjurtice, 

may  be  altogether  independent  on  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  their  fupport,  it  may  not  probably 
happen,  that  in  fome  future  time,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  equity  may  be  fubverted  even  on 
the  bench  of  jurtice,  and  the  people  de¬ 
prived  of  their  happinefs  and  fecurity. 

The  houfe  could  add,  that  by  the  re- 
ftraints  laid  upon  the  American  trade  by 
adts  of  Parliament,  which  operate  equally 
to  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
difadvantage  of  this  and  the  other  colo-  . 

nies. 
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nies,  and  the  taxes  which  the  inhabitants 
here  eventually  pay  as  the  confumers  of 
the  Britilli  manufactures,  it  fhould  feem 
to  be  beyond  all  the  rules  of  equity,  that 
thefe  additional  burdens  fliould  be  laid  on 
them.  But  they  would  not  trefpafs  upon 
your  time  and  attention  to  the  great  affairs 
of  the  nation .  They  beg  your  candid  con- 
fideration  of  the  unhappy  circumftances 
of  the  province,  and  hope,  that  your  great 
intereft  in  the  national  councils,  fo  far  as 
fhall  appear  to  you  to  be  juft,  will  be  em¬ 
ployed  on  their  behalf. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Marquis 

of  Rockingham. 

Province  of  the  Majachufetts-Bay , 

January  22,  1768. 

My  Lord, 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  thia 
his  Majefty’s  province  have  had 
the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
May  laft,  communicated  to  them  by  their 
fpeaker,  and  thank  your  Lordlhip  for  your 
condefcenfion,  in  the  kind  fentiments  you 
are  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  his  Majefty’s  good 
fubjeCls  of  America  and  of  this  province. 
The  eftablifhing  the  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  is  a  fubjeCt 

which 
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which  ydiil-  Ldfdfliip  has  judged  worthy  of 
your  particular  attention:  And  the  exer¬ 
tions  which  you  have  made  for  this  very 
important  putpofe,  claim  the  moft  grateful 
acknowledgements  of  the  Houfe.  Your 
fentiments  are  fo  nobly  extended  beyond 
the  moft  didant  partial  confiderations,  as 
mult  diftinguhli  you  as  a  patron  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  a  friend  to  the  Britilh  conftitution 
and  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Your  Lordlhip  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
you  will  not  adopt  a  lyftem  of  arbitrary 
rule  over  the  colonies;  nor  do  otherwife* 
than  ftrenuoully  refill;  where  attempts  lhall 
be  made  to  throw  off  that  dependency  to 
which  the  colonies  ought  to  fubmit.  And 
your  Lordfliip  with  great  impartiality 
adds  “  not  only  for  the  advantage  of  Great 
“Britain  but  for  their  own  real  happinefs  and 
“  fafety.” 

This  houfe,  my  Lord,  have  the  honour 
heartily  to  join  with  you  in  fentiment; 
and  they  fpeak  the  language  of  their  con- 
ffituents.  So  fenfible  are  they  of  their 
happinefs  and  fafety,  in  their  union  with 
and  dependance  upon  the  mother  country, 
that  they  would  by  no  means  be  inclined 
to  accept  of  an  independency  if  offered  to 
them.  But,  my  Lord,  they  intreat  your 
confideration,  whether  the  colonies  have 
not  reafon  to  fear  fome  danger  of  arbitrary 
rule  over  them,  when  the  fupreme  power 

of 
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of  tile  nation,  have  thought  proper  to  im*^ 
pbfe  taxes  on  his  Majefty’s  American  fub- 
^ebts,  with  the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue,  and  without  their 
confent. 

My  Lord,  the  fuperihtending  power  of 
that  high  court  over  all  his  Majelfy’s  lub- 
jedts  in  the  empire,  and  in  all  cafes  which 
can  confift  with  the  fundamental  rules  of 
the  conftitution,  was  never  queftioned  in 
this  province,  nor,  as  the  Houfe  conceive, 
in  any  other.  But  in  all  free  flates  the 
conftitution  is  fixed:  It  is  from  thence 
that  the  fupreme  legiflative  as  well  as  the 
fupreme  executive  derives  its  authority  : 
Neither,  then,  can  break  through  the  fun¬ 
damental  rules  of  the  confiitution,  without 
deftroying  their  own  foundation. 

It  is  humbly  conceived,  that  all  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  happy  fubjeds,  in  every  part  of  his 
wide  extended  dominions,  have  a  juft  and 
equitable  claim  to  the  rights  of  that  con- 
ftitution,  upon  which  government  itfelf  is 
formed,  and  by  which  fovereignty  and  al¬ 
legiance  is  afcertained  and  limited.  Your 
Lordthip  will  allow  us  to  fay,  thd  it  is  art 
efi'cntial  right  of  a  Britifti  fubjed,  ingrafted 
into  the  conftitution,  or  if  your  Lordfliip 
will  admit  the  expreffion,  a  facred  and 
unalienable  natural  right,  quietly  to  enjoy 
and  have  the  foie  difpofal  of  his  own  pro- 
pertv.  In  conformity  to  this,  the  ads  of 
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tlic  Biiti/li  Ps-rlitHTicnt  dcclcircj  tliut  every 
individual  in  the  realm,  is  prefent  in  his 
Majefty’s  high  court  of  parliament,  by  him- 
lelf  01  his  leprelentative  of  his  own  free 
eledlion.  But,  my  Lord,  it  is  apprehend¬ 
ed,  that  a  jull;  and  equal  reprefentation  of 
the  fubjecls,  at  the  diftance  of  a  thoufand 
tranfmarine  leagues  from  the  metronolis  is 
utterly  impradlicable.  Upon  this  opinion, 
this  Houfe  humbly  conceive,  his  Majefty’s 
royal  predeceffors,  thought  it  equitable  to 
form  fubordinate  legillative  powers  in  A- 
merica,  as  perfedfly  free  as  the  nature  of 
things  would  admit,  that  fo,  their  remote 
lubjeas  might  enjoy  a  right,  which  thofe 
tvithin  the  realm  have  ever  held  facred,  of 
being  taxed  only  by  reprefentatives  of  their 
own  free  eledlion. 

T.  he  houfe  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  vour 
Lordlbip,  that  the  monies  that  diall  arife 
by  the  adt  for  granting  to  his  Majeffy  cer¬ 
tain  duties  on  Paper,  Glafs,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  paffed  in  the  laft  feffionof  parliament, 
are  to  be  applied,  in  the  hrft  place,  for  the 
payment  of  the  neceffary  charges  of  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupport  of 
civil  government,  in  fuch  colonies  where  it 
fhali  be  judged  neceffary  j  and  the  relidue 
for  defending,  protedfing  and  fecuring  the 
colonies.  They  intreat  your  Lordfhip’s 

conhderation,  what  may  be  theconfequence, 

fome  luture  time,  if  the  crown  in  additi¬ 
on 
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on  to  its  right  of  appointing  governors 
over  the  colonies,  which  this  Houfe  chear- 
fully  recognize,  fliould  appoint  them  fuch 
ftipends,  as  it  diall  judge  fit,  v/ithout  the 
conlent  of  the  people  and  at  their  expence. 
And  as  the  judges  of  the  land  here  do  not 
hold  their  commiffions  durin?  eood  be- 
haviour,yourLordlhip  will  judge,  whetlier 
it  may  not  hereafter  happen,  that  at  fo 
great  a  diftance  from  the  throne,  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  juftice,  for  want  of  an  adequate 
check,  corrupt  and  arbitrary  rule  may  take 
place,  even  within  the  colonies,  which 
may  deprive  a  bench  of  jultice  of  its  glory, 
and  the  people  of  their  happinefs  and 
fafety. 

Your  Lordfliip’s  juftice  and  candor  will 
induce  you  to  believe,  that  what  our  ene¬ 
mies  may  have  taken  occafion  to  reprefent 
to  hiS  Majefty’s  minifters  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  an  undutiful  difpofition  in  the 
colonies,  is  nothing  more  than  a  juft  and 
firm  attachment  to  their  natural  and  con- 
ftitutional  rights.  It  is  humbly  fubmitted 
to  your  Lordftaip  whether  thefe  ideas  arc 
well  founded.  And  while  this  province 
and  the  colonies  fhall  continue  in  your 
Lordftiip’s  judgment  to  be  ftithful  and 
loyal  fubjedls  to  his  Majefty,  they  rely 
upon  it,  that  your  happy  influence  will 
ever  be  employed,  to  promote  the  fenti- 

E  2  the 


(  32  ) 

merits  of  tendernefs  as  well  as  jufticc  in 
the  parent  country. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker, 


A  Letter  to  the  right  Hon.  Lord  Cam¬ 
den,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain. 


s 

Province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay, 

January  29,  1768, 

My  Lord, 


Your  great  knowledge  of  the  con^r 
ftitution  and  laws  of  the  nation,  of 
the  juft  extent  of  parliamentary  authority, 
and  the  rights  ofBritifh  fubjeils,  is  a  prc;- 
vailing  inducement  to  the  Houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  of  this  his  Majefly’s  province,  to 
addrefs  your  Lordfhip,  at  a  time  when  your 
attention  to  the  Britifli  colonies,  their  con¬ 
nexion  with  and  dependance  upon  the 
mother  ftate,  and  their  rights  as  fubJeXs, 
feems  to  be  necelTary  and  important,  not  to 
them  alone,  but  to  the  whole  Empire. 

This  Houfe  can  fpeak  only  for  the  peo^ 
pie  ofoneprovince  :  Butno  affemblyon  this 
continent,  it  is  prefumed,  can  long  be  li^ 
lent,  under  an  apprehenfion,  that  without 
the  aid  of  fome  powerful  advocate,  the  li¬ 
berties  of  America  will  foon  be  no  more. 

It  is  a  caufe  which  the  Houfe  is  alTured 
yqur  Lordihip  has  at  heart:  And  the  paft 
'  experience 


r 


(  33  ) 

experience  of  your  patronage,  and  the  noble 
exertions  you  were  pleal'ed  to  make  for 
them  in  a  late  time  of  diftrefs,  affords  the 
Ib-ongcft  realbn  to  hope  that  your  happy 
influence  will  ifill  be  employed  in  their  be¬ 
half,  as  far  as  your  Lordfhip  fliall  judge 
to  be  right. 

If  in  all  free  flates,  the  conflitution  is 
fixed,  and  the  fupreme  legiflative  power 
of  the  nation,  from  thence  derives  its 
authority;  can  that  power  overleap  the 
bounds  of  the  conflitution,  without  fub- 
verting  its  own  foundation  ?  If  the  re- 
motellfubjedls,  are  boundby  the  ties  of  al¬ 
legiance,  which  this  people  and  their  fore¬ 
fathers  have  ever  acknowledged;  are  they 
not  by  the  rules  of  equity,  intitled  to  all 
the  rights  of  that  conflitution,  which  afcer- 
tains  and  limits  both  fovereignty  and  al¬ 
legiance  ?  If  it  is  an  ell'ential  unalterable 
right  in  nature,  ingrafted  into  the  Britifli 
conflitution  as  a  fundamental  law,  and  ever 
held  facrcd  and  irrevokahle  by  the  fub- 
jedls  within  the  realm,  that  wht  is  a  man’s 
own  is  ablblutely  his  own ;  and  that  no  man 
hath  a  right  to  take  it  from  him  without 
his  confent;  may  not  the  lubjedls  of  this 
orovjnce,  with  a  decent  firmnefs,  which 
las  always  diflinguiflaed  the  happy  fub- 
jeflts  of  Britain,  plead  and  maintain  this  na¬ 
tural  conflitutional  right  ? 

Tli^ 
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The  luperlntending  authority  of  his 
Majeily  s  high  court  of  parliament  over 
the  whole  empire,  in  all  cafes  which  can 
confifl  with  the  fundamental  rights  of  the 
conftitution,  was  never  queftioned  in  this 
pi'ovince,  nor,  as  this  Houfe  conceive,  in 
any  other:  but  they  intreat  your  Lordthip’s 
relledlion  one  moment,  on  an  ail  of  par¬ 
liament  paffed  the  laft  feffioni  and  an¬ 
other  in  the  fourth  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s 
reign  ;  both  impofing  duties  on  his  fub- 
jedls  in  America,  which  as  they  are  im- 
pofed  with  the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe  of 
raifmg  a  revenue,  arc,  in  efted:,  taxes.  The 
pofition,  that  taxation  and  reprefentation 
are  infeparable,  is  founded  on  the  immu¬ 
table  laws  of  nature  :  but  the  Americans 
had  no  reprefentation  in  the  parliament, 
when  they  were  taxed :  Are  they  not  then 
unfortunate  in  thefe  inftances,  in  having 
that  feparated,  which  God  and  nature  had 
joined  ?  Such  are  the  local  circumllances 
of  the  colonies,  at  the  diftance  of  a  thou- 
fand  leagues  from  the  metropolis,  and  fe¬ 
parated  by  a  wide  ocean,  as  will  for  ever 
render  a  juft  and  equal  reprefentation  in 
the  fupreme  legillative,  utterly  impradica- 
ble.  Upon  this  conftderation,  it  is  con¬ 
ceived,  that  his  Majefty’s  royal  predecef- 
fors  thought  it  equitable  to  form  legiflative 
bodies  in  America,  as  perfedly  free  as  a 
fubordination  to  the  fupreme  legillative 
would  admit  of,  that  the  ineftimable  right 
of  being  taxed  only  by  reprefentatives  of 
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their  own  free  eledion,  might  be  preferved 
and  tecured  to  their  fubjeds  liere.  The  A- 
mencans  have  ever  been  conlidered  by  the 
nation  as  lubjeds  remote;  and  fucceeding: 
kings,  even  to  the  prefent  happy  reignt 
and  until  thefe  ads  were  made,  have  al¬ 
ways  direded  their  requifitions,  to  be  laid 
before  the  reprefentatives  of  their  people 
ni  America,  with  which  this  province,  and 
It  IS  prefumed,  all  tlie  other  colonies,  have 
with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs  complied. 
Mud  It  not  then  be  grievous  to  fubjeds, 
who  have  in  many  repeated  indances  af¬ 
forded  the  dronged  marks  of  loyalty  and 
zeal  for  the  honour  and  fervice  of  them  fo- 
vereign,  to  be  nowcalledupon,  in  amanner, 
xvhieh  implies  a  didrud  of  a  free  and  wil- 
Ijn?  compliance  ?  SucI,  is  ,he  misfortnnc 
of  the  colomlis,  not  only  in  the  inIKtnccs 
berore-mcntioncd,  but  alfo  in  the  cafe  of 
pe  act  for  preventing  mutiny  and  de- 
feition;  whicn  requires  the  Governor  and 
couned  to  provide  enumerated  articles  for 

e  ing  s  marching  troops,  and  tlic  peo¬ 
ple  to  pay  the  ex])cncc. 

dellaie  "=-‘<"'C- 

wi  form  '"’P"''*?"'-  Vonr  Lordihip 
w.ll  form  your  own  judgment  of  the  wiC 

tirmoft'”  r®  ■“  "‘'“"S'-'’  '■■'''"'“'t 

'7-  ihcie  can  be  no  neccflity  mv 
■Lord,  as  tins  Houfe  humbly  conceive^ 

Tile 


The  fubjefts  in  this  province,  and  tin-? 
doubtedly  in  all  the  colonies,  however 
they  may  have  been  otherwife  reprefented 
to  his  Majefty’s  minifters,  are  loyal:  They 
are  firmly  attached  to  the  mother  ftate  j 
They  always  confiderher  intereft  and  their 
own  as  inleparably  interwoven,  and  it  is 
their  fervent  wifli  that  it  may  ever  fo  re-' 
main :  All  they  defire  is,  to  be  reftored  to 
the  {landing  upon  which  they  were  origi-' 
nally  put  >to  have  the  honour  and  privilege 
of  voluntarily  contributing  to  the  aid  of 
their  fovereign,  when  required:  They  are 
free  fubjedls ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  nation 
will  never  confider  them  as  in  a  tributary 


It  is, humbly  fubmitted  to  your  Lord* 
fliip  whether  fubjedls  can  be  faid  to  enjoy 
any  degree  of  freedom,  if  the  crown  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  its -undoubted  authority  of  con- 
ftituting  governors,  flaould  be  authorized 
to  appoint  fuch  ftipends  for  them,  as  it- 
Ihall  iudge  proper,  at  their  expence  and 
withob  Ihcir  conlen,.  This  is  the  un- 
happy  Hate  to  which  his  Majeily  s  ful^edls 
in  the  colonies  are  reduced,  by  the  a£t  loi 
granting  certain  duties^  on  Paper,  and  other 
articles  A  power  without  a  check  is  al- 
ways  unfafe;  and  in  fome  future  time  may 

introduce  an  abfolute  government  into  A- 

merica.  The  iudges  of  the  and  here  do 

not  hold  their  comniifiions  during  good 

behaviour: 
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-  behaviour  :  Is  it  not  then  ju%  to  be  ap- 
prehended,  that  at  fo  great  a  idiflance  from 
the  throne,  the  fountain  of  national  juf- 
tice,  with  falaries  altogether  independent 
of  the  people,  an  arbitrary  rule  may  take 
effedl,  which  fliall  deprive  a  bench  ofjuf- 

tice  of  its  glory,  and  the  people  of  their 
lecurity. 

When  a  queftion  arifes  on  the  public 
adminiftration,  the  nation  will  judge  and 
determine  in  conformity  to  its  political 
conftitution  ;  The  great  end  of  the  Briti(h 
conftitution  is  univerfil  liberty  ;  and  this 
houfe  refts  allured,  that  your  Lordlhip’s 
g'-eat  intereft  in  the  national  councils  will 

always  be  engaged  on  the  fide  of  liberty 
and  truth.  ^ 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  Letter  to  ^  the  Right  Honourable  the 

Earl  of  Chatham. 


Province  of  the  Mafachnfetts-Bay,  Feb  2 

1768.  ■  ’ 

My  Lord, 

^  S  ^HE  pai ticular  attention  you  were 
i.  pleafed  to  give  to  the  intereft  of  the 
American  fubjedls  when  their  rights  were 
in  danger,  and  your  noble  and  fuccefsful 
eftorts  in  fupport  of  them,  have  left  in 
the  breafts  of  all,  the  indelible  marks  of 

gratitude.. 


\ 


'  U  z' 
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gratitude.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
of  this  his  Majefty’s  province,  having  rea- 
fon  to  be  affured,  that  in  every  inltance 
of  your  public  condudl,  you  are  influenced 
by  the  principles  of  virtue  and  a  difinte- 
refled  public  affedlion,  beg  leave  to  ma- 
nifeft  to  your  Lordlhip,  a  teftimony  of  their 
full  confidence  in  you,  by  imploring  your 
repeated  aid  and  patronage  at  this  time 
when  the  cloud  again  gathers  thick  over 
them. 

It  mufl;  afford  the  utmoft  fatisfadlion  to 
the  diftrefi'ed  colonifts,  to  find  your  Lord- 
fhip  fo  explicitly  declaring  your  fentiments 
in  that  grand  principle  in  nature,  “  that 
what  a  man  hath  honeftly  acquired  is  ab- 
folutely  and  uncontroulably  his  own,” 
This  principle  is  eftablifhed  as  a  funda¬ 
mental  rule  in  the  Britifla  conffitu'tion, 
which  eminently  hath  its  foundation  in  the 
laws  of  nature  and  confequently  it  is  the 
indifputable  right  of  ail  men,  more  efpe- 
cially  of  a  Britifh  fubjedl,  to  be  prefent  in 
perfon,  or  by  reprefentation,  in  the  body 
where  he  is  taxed. 

But  however  fixed  your  Lordflaip  and 
fome  others  may  be  in  this  cardinal  point, 
it  is  truly  mortifying  to  many  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  free  and  loyal  fubjedls,  that  even  in 
the  Britifli  parliament,  that  fandluary  of 
liberty  and  juftice,  a  different  fentiment 
feems  of  late  to  have  prevailed. 


Unwilling 

Q 
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Unwilling  to  intrude  upon  your  atten-* 
tion  to  the  great  affairs  of  ftate,  the  houfe 
would  only  refer  your  Lordfliip  to  an  adl 
paffed  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent 
reign,  and  another  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
parliament  j  both  impoling  duties  on  the 
Americans,  who  were  not  reprefented, 
with  the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  raffing 
a  revenue.  What,  my  Lord,  have  the  co- 
lonifts  done  to  forfeit  the  chaiadfei  and 
privilege  of  fubjedts,  and  to  be  i educed  in 
effeft  to  a  tributary  ftate  ?  This  houfe  may 
appeal  to  the  nation,  that  the  utmoft  aid 
of  the  people  has  been  chearfully  given 
when  his  Majefty  required  it  :  Often,  on 
their  own  motion,  and  when  almoft  ready 
to  fuccumb  under  the  expence  of  defend¬ 
ing  their  own  borders,  their  zeal  has  car¬ 
ried  them  abroad  for  the  honour  of  their 
Ibvereign,  and  the  defence  of  his  rights  : 
Of  this,  my  Lord,  not  to  mention  any 
more,  the  redudtion  of  Louifburgh  in  the 
year  1745*  the  defence  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  garrifon  at  Annapolis,  and  of  all 
Nova  Scotia,  will  be  ftanding  monuments. 
Can  there  then  be  a  neceffity  for  fa  great 
a  change,  and  in  its  nature  fo  delicate  and 
important,  that  inftead  of  having  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Majefty’s  requifitions  laid  be¬ 
fore  their  reprefentatives  here,  as  has  been 
invariably  the  ufage,  the  parliament  ihoulJ 
now  tax  them  without  their  confent 

F  2  The 
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Ihc  enemies  of  the  colonies,  for  foch 
ti.cy  unfortunately  have,  may  Itave  repre- 
lented  them  to  his  Majeftfs  minhfers, 

dhlovll  ^4  “  ftaious,  undutifoj, 

five  knowledge  of  mankind.  anTihrS- 

timents  and  difpofition  of  the  colonies  in 

pneral,  tnat  this  home  would  freely  ven- 

tm  e  to  reft  the  charafter  of  their  confti- 

tuents  in  your  Lorddiip’s  judgment* 

Surely  It  is  no  ill  difpofitfon  in  the  loyai 

fubjeds  of  a  patriot  king,  with  a  decent 

and  firmnefs  adapted  to  their  character,  to 
after t  their  freedom. 

The  colonies,  as  this  houfe  humbly 
concetve,  can, tot  be  reprefented  in  the 
Bntifti  parliament  :  Their  local  circum- 
ftances,  at  the  diftance  of  a  thoufand 
eagues  beyond  the  feas,  forbids,  and  will 
or  ever  render  it  impradicable  :  This 
apprehend,  was  the  reafon  that  his^ 
Majefty  s  royal  predeceftors  faw  fit  to  ered 
ubordinate  legifiative  bodies  in  America  as 
perfedly  free  as  the  nature  of  things  would 
admit,  ^  that  their  remote  fubjeds  might 
enjoy  tnat  ineftnnable  right,  a  reprefen- 
ation.  Such  a  Icgillative  is  conftituted 
y  tne  royal  cnarter  of  this  province.  In 
this  cliarter,  the  King,  for  himfelf,  his 
heirs  and  iucceftors,  grants  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  all  the  lands  and  territories  therein 

deferibed. 
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dercribed,  in  free  and  common  foccaec  « 

f  can  hold 

riah^  vl  '  together  with  all  the 

rights  liberties,  privileges,  and  immuni- 

the 

lealm;  of  which  the  mpft  eifential  is  a 
power  inverted  in  the  general  art'emblv  to 
levy  proportionable  and  reafonable  t^es 
on  the  ertates  and  perfons  of  the  inhabi- 
.  tants,  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majerty  and 
the  neceffary.  defence  and  ruppiZV  his 
pvernment  oi  the  province,  and  the  pro- 

taftr  P"^^"7"tion  of  the  inhabi¬ 
and  always,  fmce  their  fettlement,  ha^^ 
been  conlidered  as  fubjeds  remote!  they 
have  ever  chenrtied  a  warm  artecflion  for 

erei?'r  f  ^  the  in_ 

terert  and  happinefs  of  their  fellow  fub 
jecrts  in  Britain.  If  then  the  colonies  are 
charged  with  the  mort  dirtant  thouo-ht  of 
an  independency,  your  Lordfliip  mly  be 
affured,  that,  with  reipedt  to  the  pcopt 
of  this  provmce,  and,  it  is  prefurnid  of 
all  the  colonies,  the  charge  is  unjurt  ’  ^ 

Nothing  would  have  prevailed  Lon  the 

double  this 

trouble,  but  the  necelhtv  of  a  nowerf,  ? 

advocate,  when  their  liberty  is  ^  • 

Such  they  have  more  than  once  iound®",; 

lieverV  -  ^I'-^bly  hope  they  have 

forxeited  your  patronage,  thow  in- 

treat 
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treat  that  your  great  intcreft  iu  the  na-» 
tional  councils  may  ftill  be  employed  in 
their  behalf,  that  they  may  be  reftored  to 
the  ftanding  of  free  fubjeds. 

That  your  Lordflaip  may  enjoy  a  firm 
ifatc  of  health,  and  long  be  continued  a 
o-reat  blefiing  to  the  nation  and  her  colo¬ 
nies,  is  the  ardent  v/ifh  of  this  houfe. 

Signed  by  the  Speak<er. 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commitlioners  of  the  Treafury. 

Province  of  the  MaJ]achufetts-‘Bay, 

February  17,  1768. 

My  Lords, 

TH  E  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  this 
his  Maj city’s  province  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  your  Lordlhips  the  great  diffi¬ 
culties  to  which  they  are  reduced,  by  the 
operation  of  divers  ads  of  parliament,  im- 
duties  to  be  levied  on  the  fubjeds 
of  the  American  colonies,  and  made  with 
the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe  of  raifing  a 
revenue  :  And  beg  the  favour  of  your  can¬ 
did  judgment  and  great  intcreft  in  the  na¬ 
tional  councils  for  their  redrefs. 

As  their  conftituents  are  not  in  any 
manner  reprefented  in  the  parliament,  they 
cannot  fo  much  wonder,  that  taxes  and 
burdens  are  laid  upon  them,  which  they 

ft-/  wv  *  111 

humbly 
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humbly  apprehend  could  have  been  made 
to  appear  to  be  beyond  all  bounds  of  equi¬ 
ty  and  proportion  ;  and  this  confideration 
they  are  furc  would  have  had  its  due  weight 
in  the  Britilh  houfe  of  commons. 

By  aft  of  parliament,  your  Lorddiips 
are  fenfible,  that  the  colonies  are  re¬ 
trained  from  importing  commodities,  the 
growth  or  manufafture  of  Europe,  laving 
a  few  articles,  except  from  Great  Britain  : 
Bv  this  policy,  the  demand  of  Britilh  ma- 
nufaflures  from  the  colonies  is  greatly  in- 
creafed  ;  and  the  manufadturers  liave  the 
advantage  of  their  own  price.  Hence  it 
appears,  that  what  is  gained  by  the  fub- 
jefls  in  Great  Britain,  is  a  lofs  to  thofe  in 
America  ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as 
this  houfe  conceive,  but  that  if  the  colo- 
nifts  were  allowed  to  purchafe  fuch  com¬ 
modities  at  foreign  markets,  they  might 
have  them  at  a  cheaper  rate  ;  or,  which 
is  the  fime  thing  to  them,  the  Britifli 
manufadlurers  would  be  neceliitated  to  re¬ 
duce  their  price.  Thus  alio,  with  regard 
to  the  many  articles  of  their  produce, 
which  the  colonics  are  by  acb  of  parlia¬ 
ment  reftrained  from  fendin(>:  to  foreign 
ports  :  This  occafions  a  great  plenty  of 
American  exports,  and  oft  entimes  a  glut 
at  the  Britifli  markets,  which  always  di- 
miniflies  the  price,  and  makes  a  lofs  to 
the  American,  and  an  equal  gain  to  the 

fubjedt 
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fubjed  in  Britain.  This  regulation,  evi¬ 
dently  deligned  in  favour  of  thofe  of  his 
Majelfy’s  lubjedls  inhabiting  in  Great  Bri- 
tain,  the  houfe  is  not  at  this  time’  com¬ 
plaining  of:  but  they  beg  your  Lordlhips 
conlideration,  whether,  in  addition  to 
thefe  burdens,  it  is  not  grievous  to  their 
conftituents,  to  be  obliged  to  pay  duties 
on  Britifla  manufadurcs  here  i  efpecially 
conlideiing,  that,  as  the  conlumers  of 
thofe  manufadures,  they  pay  a  great  pro- 
poi  tion  of  tile  duties  and  taxes  laid  upon 
them  in  Britain.  It  is  computed  by  a  lafe 
celebrated  Britida  writer,  that  the  artificial 
value  arifmg  from  thefe  duties  is  hot  lefs 
than  fifty  per  cent.  Your  Lordflaips  will 
then  form  an  eflimate  of  the  part  that  is 
paid  annually  upon  the  importation  into 
Ameiica,  which  is  generally  allowed  to 
be  at  leaft  two  millions  fterling.—So  great 
are  the  advantages  arifing  yearly  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  colonies,  mofi;  of  which, 
it  is  faid,  were  fettled,  and  have  been 
maintained  and  defended,  till  within  a 
very  few  years,  folely  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pence  :  This  houfe  can  affirm  for  one 
province  only. 

But  the  bearing  an  unequal  fliare  of  the 
public  burdens,  though  a  real  grievance, 
is  of  but  fmall  confideration,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  another,  in  the  mentioning  of 
which,  the  houfe  beg  your  Lordfliip’s  in-. 

dulgence.. 
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diligence.  The  duties  levied  in  America, 
by  virtue  of  the  aforementioned  acts,  w'ere 
impofed  with  the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe 
of  raifing  a  revenue  ;  and  are  to  be  ap¬ 
plied,  in  the  hrlf  place,  for  the  making  a 
more  certain  and  adequate  prorifion  for  the 
charee  of  the  adminirtration  of  iuftice,  and 
the  iupport  of  civil  government,  in  fuch 
colonies  where  it  fliall  be  found  necellary  ; 
and  the  reliduc  is  from  time  to  time  to  be 
difpofed  of  by  parliament,  towards  defray¬ 
ing  the  necell'ary  expences  of  defending, 
protefting,  and  fecuring  the  colonies.  It 
is  humbly  fubmitted,  whether  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  commons  in  Britain  have  not,  by 
theie  afts,  granted  the  property  of  their 
fellow  fuhjetls  in  America,  without  their 
confent-  in  parliament.  Your  LorJlliips 
will  allow,  that  it  is  an  unalterable  rule  in 
equity,  that  a  man  ihall  have  the  free  ufe 
and  Idle  difpofal  of  his  property.  This 
original  principle,  to  the  lailing  honour 
of  our  Britiih  anceflors,  was  in  early  time 
ingrafted  into  the  Britiih  conllitution,  and 
is  the  greateft  fecurity,  as  well  as  the 
brighteft  ornament  of  a  Britilli  fubjedt. 
It  adds  to  the  real  grandeur  of  the  Britilli 
monarch,  whofe  happy  fubjefts  have  an 
iinlliaken  opinion  of  their  own  lafety, 
whicii  is  the  perfe  J:.un  of  political  liberty: 
Such  a  conllitution  dial!  in  future  au'cs  be 

O 

admired,  when  the  names  of  tyrants  and 

Ci  their 
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their  vahals  fliall  be  alike  forgot.  Thii. 
conftitution,  my  Lords,  is  fixed  :  It  is 
from  thence  tiiat  all  power  in  the  ftate 
derives  its  authority  :  Therefore,  no  power 
can  exceed  the  bounds  of  it  without  de- 
ffroying  its  own  foundation.  It  is  con¬ 
ceived,  that  even  the  remoteft  and  moft 
inconfiderable  fubjedl  hath  an  equitable 
claim  to  the  benefit  of  the  fundamental 
rules  of  the  conftitution ;  for  all  Britifh 
fubjedts  aie  alike  free.  The  blefiings  of 
the  Britifli  conflitution  will  for  ever  keep 
the  fubjedls  in  this  province  united  to  the 
mother  date,  as  long  as  the  fentiments  of 
liberty  are  preferved  :  But  what  liberty 
can  remain  to  them,  when  their  property, 
the  fruit  of  their  toil  and  induftry,  and 
tlie  prop  of  all  their  future  hopes  in  life, 
may  be  taken  from  them  at  the  diferetion 
of  others  ?  They  have  never  been  back¬ 
ward  in  affording  their  aid  to  his  Majedy, 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability  :  They  can 
fay  without  vanity,  and  they  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  boad,  that,  from  the  days  of 
their  ancedors,  no  fubjedfs  have  given 
more  fignal  proofs  of  zeal  for  the  fervice 
and  honour  of  their  fovereign,  and  affec¬ 
tion  for  the  parent  country  :  It  has  till 
of  late  been  the  invariable  ufage  for  his 
majedy’s  requifitions  to  belaid  before  their 
own  reprefen tatives  ;  and  their  aid  has  not 
been  tributary,  but  the  free  and  voluntary 

gift 
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gift  of  all  :  The  change  is  in  its  nature 
delicate  and  important  j  your  Lordfhips 
will  judge  whether  there  be  any  neceffity 
or  prelfing  reafons  for  it  :  The'houfe  are 
not  inlenhble  that  the  colonies  have  their 
enemies,  who  may  have  reprefented  them 
to  his  majefty’s  minifters  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  as  Icditious,  dilloyal,  and  difpofed 
to  fet  up  an  independency  on  Great- Bri¬ 
tain  ;  But  they  rely  upon  the  candour  of  your 
Lordlhip’s  judgment  :  They  can  affirm, 
that  with  regard  to  this  province,  and, 
they  prefume,  all  the  colonies,  the  charge 
is  injuiious  and  unjuft  j  the  fuperintcnd- 
ing  authority  of  his  Majefty’s  high  court 
of  parliament,  the  fiipreme  legillative  over 
the  whole  empire,  is  as  clearly  admitted 
here  as  in  Britain  ;  fo  far  as  is  conliftent 
with  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  confti- 
tution  J  and,  it  is  prefumed,  it  is  not  fur¬ 
ther  admiflable  there. 

The  houfe  are  humbly  in  opinion,  that 
a  reprefentation  of  their  conftituents  in 
that  high  court,  by  rcafon'  of  local  cir- 
cumftances,  will  for  ever  be  impradlicable  i 
And  that  his  Majefty’s  royal  prcdeceftbrs 
were  gracioufly  jdeafed,  by  charter,  to 
eredl  a  legifiativc  in  the  province,  as  per¬ 
fectly  free  as  a  fubordination  would  admit, 
that  the  fubjects  here  might  enjoy  the  un¬ 
alienable  right  of  a  reprefentation  :  -And 
lUithci,  that  the  nation  hath  ever  hnee 

^  2  confidercd 
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confidered  them  as  fubjedts,  though  re¬ 
mote,  and  conceded  to  the  afts  of  their 
fubordinate  legiflation.  Their  charter  is 
a  check  upon  them,  aiid  enedtually  le- 
cures  their  dependence  on  Great-Britain  j 
for  no  adls  can  be  in  force  till  the  King’s 
governor  has  oiven  his  afient ,  and  all  laws 
that  are  made  are  laid  before  Ills  Maieuy, 
who,  at  anytime,  during  three  years  after 
they  are  made,  may  difannul  them  at  his 
royal  pleafure :  Under  this  check  the  houfe 
humbly  conceive  a  reprefentation  in  par¬ 
liament  cannot  be  necelfary  for  the  nation, 
and  for  many  reafons  it  cannot  be  eligible 
to  them  :  All  they  cicfire  is,  to  be  placed 
on  their  original  handing,'  that  they  may 
hill  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  tlieir 
invaluable  privileges,  and  tire  nation  may 
hill  reap  the  advantage  ot  their  growth 
and  profperityn 

The  houfe  intreat  your  Lordlhips  pa¬ 
tience  one  moment  longer,  while  they  juh 
mention  the  danger  they  apprehend  to  their 
liberties,  if  the  crown,  in  addition  to  its 
uncontroverted  right  of  appointing  a  go¬ 
vernor,  fhould  alfo  appoint  him  a  Iripend 
at  the  expence  of  the  people,  ‘ind^  with¬ 
out  their  confent.  And  alfo,  whether,  as 
the  judges  and  other  civil  oiiiceis  oi  the 
province  do  not  hold  commiffions  duiing 
good  behaviour,  there  is  not  a  probability 

that  arbitrary  rule  may  in  fome  time  take 

'  effect, 
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efFeft,  to  the  fubverfion  of  the  principles 
of  equity  and  jiiftice,  and  the  ruin  of  li- 
berty  and  virtue. 

It  is  humbly  hoped,  that  your  Lord- 
fliips  will  conceive  a  favourable  opinion  of 
the  people  of  the  province  ;  and  that  you 
will  patronize  their  liberties,  fo  far  as  in 
your  ^reat  wiidorn  and  candor  you  ihall 
judge  to  be  right. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  circulatory  letter,  directed  to  the 
Speakers  of  the  refpedfive  Houfes  of 
Reprefentatives  and  Burgeffes  on  this 
Continent ;  a  copy  of  wliich  was  alfo 
fent  to  Dennis  De  Berdt,  Efq;  their 
agent,  by  order  of  the  Houfe,  that  he 
might  make  ufe  of  it,  if  necedary,  to 
prevent  any  mifreprefentations  of  it  in 
England. 

O 

Province  of  the  MaJJ'achufctts-Bay, 

I'cbrnary  \\,  176 5. 

S  I  R, 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  this 
province  have  taken  into  their  feri- 
ous  confidcration  the  great  difficulties  that 
muft  accrue  to  themfelvcs  and  their  con- 
flitucnts  by  the  operation  of  feveral  adhs 
of  parliament  impoling  duties  and  taxes  on 
the  American  colonies.  ‘ 


As 
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As  it  is  a  fubjed  in  which  every  colony 
js  deeply  interefted,  they  have  no  reafon  to 
doubt  but  your  houfe  is  duly  iniprefled 
with  its  importance,  and  that  fuch  conftitu- 
tional  meafures  will  be  come  into  as  are 
proper.  It  feems  to  be  necdlary,  that  all 
poffible  care  ihould  be  taken,  that  the  re- 
prefentations  of  the  feveral  affemblies, 
upon  fo  delicate  a  point,  fhould  harmo¬ 
nize  with  each  other  :  The  houfe  there- 
.  fore  hope,  that  this  letter  will  be  candidly 
conlldered  in  no  other  light  than  as  ex- 
prelling  a  dilpoiition  freely  to  communi¬ 
cate  their  mind  to  a  liiler  colony,  upon  a 
common  concern,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  would  be  glad  to  receive  the  fenti- 
ments  of  your  or  any  other  houfe  of  affem- 
bly  on  the  continent. 

The  houfe  have  humbly  reprefented  to 
the  Miniftry  their  own  fentiments  :  tliat 
hisMajefty’s  high  court  of  parliamentis  the 
fupreme  legiflative  power  over  the  whole 
empire:  that  inallfreeftatesthe  confcitution 
is  fixed  ;  and  as  the  fupfemc  legiflative  de¬ 
rives  its  power  and  authority  from  the 
conflitution,  it  cannot  overleap  the  bounds 
of  it,v/ithoutdefi:royingitsown  fou.hdation: 
that  the  conflitution  afcertains  and  limits 
both  lovereignity  and  allegiance,  and  there¬ 
fore  his  Majefty’s  American  fubjedls,  who 
acknowledge  themfelves  bound  by  the  ties 
of  allegiancehave  an  equitable  claim,  to  the 

full 
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full  enjoyment  of  the  fundamental  rules  of 
the  Britilh  conftitution  :  that  it  is  an  effen- 
tial  unalterable  right  in  nature,  ingrafted 
into  the  Britilii  conftitution,  as  a  funda¬ 
mental  law,  and  ever  held  facred  and  ir- 
revokable  by  the  fubjeds  within  the  realm, 
that  what  a  man  hath  honeftly  acquired  is 
abfolutely  his  own,  which  he  may  freely 
give,  but  cannot  be  taken  from  him  with¬ 
out  his  confent  :  That  the  American  fub- 
jeifts  may  therefore,  excluftve  of  any  con-^ 
fideraticn  of  charter  rights,  with  a  decent 
firmnefs  adapted  to  the  charadler  of  free 

men  and  fubjeds,  alfert  this  natural  con- 
ftitutional  rieht. 

It  is,  moreover,  their  humble  opinion, 
which  they  exprels  with  the  greateft  de¬ 
ference  to  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament, 
that  the  ads  made  there,  impofing  duties 
on  the  aeople  of  this  province,  witli  the 
foie  and  exprefs  purpole  of  raifing  a  reve¬ 
nue,  are  infringements  of  their  natural 
and  conftitutional  rights  ;  becaufe,  as  they 
are  not  reprefen  ted  in  the  Britifli  parlia¬ 
ment,  his  Majefty’s  commons  in  Britain, 
by  thofe  ads,  grant  their  property  with- 
out  their  conlent. 

This  houfe  further  are  of  opinion,  that 
their  conftituents,  conlidering  their  local 
circumftances,  cannot  by  any  poftibility 
be  reprefented  in  parliament ;  and  that  it 
will  for  ever  be  impradicabie,  tliat  thev 
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ihouki  be  equally  reprefen  ted  there,  and 
confequently  not  at  all ;  being  feparated 
by  an  ocean  of  a  thoufand  leagues  :  That 
his  Majefty’s  royal  predecellbrs,  for  this 
reafon,  were  gracioully  pleafed  to  form  a 
fubordinate  legillative  here,  that  their  fub- 
jedfs  might  enjoy  the  unalienable  right  of 
a  reprefentation  j  alfo,  that  confidering  the 
utter  impradlicability  of  their  ever  being 
fully  and  equally  reprefented  in  parliament, 
and  the  great  expence  that  muft  unavoid¬ 
ably  attend  even  a  partial  reprefentation 
there,  this  houfe  think,  that  a  taxation 
of  their  conftituents,  even  without  their 
confent,  grievous  as  it  is,  would  be  pre¬ 
ferable  to  any  reprefentation  that  could  be 
admitted  tor  them  there. 

Upon  thefe  principles,  and  alfo  confider¬ 
ing,  that  were  the  right  in  the  parliament  ever 
fo  clear,  yet,  for  obvious  reatons,  it  would 
be  beyond  the  rules  of  equity,  that  their 
conlfituents  ihould  be  taxed  on  the  manu- 
fadtures  of  Great-Britain  here,  in  addition 
to  the  duties  they  pay  for  them  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  other  advantages  arifing  to  Great 
Britain  from  the  adds  ot  trade,  this  lioulc 
have  preferred  an  humble,  autiful,  and 
loyal  petition  to  our  moft  gracious  fove- 
reign,  and  made  fuch  reprefentations  to 
his  Majefty’s  minifters,  as  they  apprehend¬ 
ed  would  tend  to  obtain  redrefs. 


^-T-1  t 
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They  have  alfo  fubmitted  to  confidera” 
iion,  whether  any  people  can  be  faid  to 
enjoy  any  degree  of  freedom,  if  the  crown^ 
in  addition  to  its  undoubted  authority  of 
conftituting  a  governor,  Ihould  appoint 
him  fuch  a  hipend  as  it  lhall  judge  pro¬ 
per,  without  the  confent  of  the  people, 
and  at  their  expence  ;  And  whether,  while 
the  judges  of  the  land,  and  other  civil 
officers,  hold  not  their  commiffions  during 
good  behaviour,  their  having  falaries  ap¬ 
pointed  for  them  by  the  crown,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  people,  hath  not  a  tendency 
to  fubvert  the  principles  of  equity,  and 

endanger  the  happinefs  and  fccurity  of  the 
fubjedt. 


In  addition  to  thefe  meafures>  the  houfe 
have  wrote  a  letter  to  their  agent,  Mr. 
De  Berdt>  the  fentiments  of  which  he  is 
direftedto  lay  before  the  miniftry;  wherein 
they  take  notice  of  the  hardffiip  of  the  ad 
for  preventing  mutiny  and  defertion  ; 
which  requires  the  governor  and  council 
to  provide  enumerated  articles  for  the 
King’s  marching  troops,  and  the  people 
to  pay  the  expence  :  And  alfo  the  com- 
miffion  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  com- 
miffioners  of  the  cuftoms  to  refide  in 
America,  which  authorizes  them  to  make 
as  many  appointments  as  they  think  fit, 
and  to  pay  the  appointees  what  films  they 

pleafe,  for  whefe  mal-condud  they  are 

H  ^ 
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not  accountable  :  From  whence  it  may 
liappen,  that  officers  of  the  crovrn  may  be 
multiplied  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  become 
dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  the  people,  by 
virtue  of  a  commiffion  which  doth  not 
appear  to  this  houfe  to  derive  any  fuch 
advantages  to  trade  as  many  have  been  led 
to  expedl. 

Thefe  are  the  fentiments  and  proceed¬ 
ings  of  this  houfe  :  And  as  they  have  too 
much  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  enemies  of 
the  colonies  have  reprefented  them  to  his 
Maiefty’s  minifters  and  the  parliament  as 
fadiious,  difloyal,  .and  having  a  difpofition 
to  make  themfelves  independent  of  the 
mother  country,  they  have  taken  occa- 
fion,  in  the  moll  humble  terms,  to  affiire 
his  Majelly  and  his  minillers,  that  with 
reo'ard  to  the  people  of  this  province,  and, 
as  they  doubt  not,  of  all  the  colonies,  that 

the  charge  is  unjuft. 

The  houfe  is  fully  fatisfied,  that  your 
affembly  is  too  generous  and  enlarged  in 
fentiment  to  believe,  that  this  letter  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  an  ambition  of  taking  the  lead, 
or  diftating  to  the  other  affemblies  :  They 
freely  fubmit  their  opinion  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  others  j  and  llaall  take  it  kind  in 
your  houfe  to  point  out  to  them  any 
thing  further  that  may  be  thought  nc- 

ceflary. 

^  .  This 
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This  houfe  cannot  conclude  without 
expreffing  their  firni  confidence  in  the 
King,  our  common  head  and  father,  that 
the  united  and  dutiful  fupplications  of  his 
diftrelfed  American  fubjedfs  will  meet  with 
his  royal  and  favourable  acceptance. 

.  Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  occafioned  by  his 
Lordfliip’s  Letter  to  his  Excellency  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard,  read  to  the  Houfe  by 
the  Secretary,  by  his  Excellency’s  Or¬ 
der. 

Province  of  the  MaJJacbufctts-Bay, 

"'January  22,  176S. 

My  Lord, 

HI  S  Excellency  Governor  Bernard  has. 

been  pleafed  to  give  orders  to  the  fe- 
cretary  of  this  province  to  read  to  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  a  letter  he  liad  re¬ 
ceived  from  your  Lordlhip,  dated  VVIiite- 
hall  the  17th  of  September,  1767  ;  which 
having  done,  the  fecretary  withdrew,, 
without  leaving  a  copy  as  ufiial. 

The  houfe  were  both  grieved  and  aflo- 
nidied  to  find  your  Lordlliip  under  a  ne- 
cefTity  of  exprefling  fuch  unfavourable  fen- 
timents  of  the  two  houfes  of  the  general 
alfembly,  as  well  as  of  fome  particular 

H  2-  members. 
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membcis  of  this  houfe,  altogether  ftrangers 
to  you  with  regard  to  the  eledlion  of 
counlellors  in  May  laft.  They  obferved 
that  your  LoMftip's  le  tter  had  a  reference 
W  fcyeral  of  his  Excellency’s  letters,  upon 
Which  yourfcntimentsfeemed  to  be  form- 
e  -  And  as  his  Excellency  had  intimated 
to  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  his  defire  of 
having  a  copy  of  a  certain  letter  which  the 
houfe  had  diredted  to  be  fent  to  the  fpeakers 
of  the  feveral  houfes  of  alfembly  in  the 
ot  er  colonies,  a  copy  of  which  it  is  pre- 
fumed  will  be  laid  before  your  Lordflaip  • 
the  houfe  appointed  a  committee  to  wait 
on  his  Excellency,  and  acquaint  him,  that 

they  were  ready  to  lay  before  him  the  faid 
letter,  and  their  whole  proceedings,  re¬ 
lating  to  an  important  affair  then  before 
them,  if  he  fhould.  defire  it.  And  the 
fame  committee  was  direded  humbly  to 
requefl  his  Excellency  to  favour  the  houfe 
with  a  copy  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  own  letters  to  which  it  re¬ 
ferred.  Whereupon  melfages  paffed  be¬ 
tween  the  governor  and  houfe,  which  rhe 

houfe  beg  leave  to  inclofe  to  your  Lord- 
Ihip. 

As  the  houfe  think  they  have  jufi; 
grounds  of  fufpicion,  that  his  Excellency’s 
letters  to  your  Lordfhip  contain,  at  leaf:, 
an  implication  of  charge  and  accufation 
againfi;  them,  which  they  are  kept  in  ig- 

norance 
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norance  of,  they  rely  upon  your  known 
candour  and  juftice,  that  upon  this  their 
humble  requelf,  you  will  be  pleafcd  to  give 
orders,  that  copies  be  laid  before  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  ;  that  they  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  vindicating  themfelves  and 
their  conflituents,  and  of  happily  remov¬ 
ing  from  your  mind  an  opinion  of  them, 
grounded,  as  your  Lordfhip  might  then 
reafonably  judge,  upon  good  information, 
as  having  behaved  in  a  manner  unbecom- 
ing  the  chaiadter  of  loyal  fubjedts.  They 
hope  you  will  be  fo  favourable  as  to  fuf- 
pend  yoHi-  further  judgment  of  them,  till 
they  can  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
mattei  s  that  may  have  been  alledgcd  againfl 
them,  and  can  make  their  defence.  In 
the  mean  time  they  beg  leave  juft  to  men¬ 
tion  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  eledtions 
of  the  laft  May,  fo  far  as  this  houfe  had  a 
part  in  them,  were  made  witn  a  freedom 
and  deliberation  fuitable  to  the  import¬ 
ance  of  them  ;  That  they  were  influenced 
by  no  motives  but  the  'profperity  of  his 
Majefty’s  government,  and  the  happinefs 
of  his  fubjedts  :  That  the  non-eledtion  of 
feveral  gentlemen  of  diftinguifhed  charac¬ 
ter  and  ftation,  was  by  no  means  the  ef- 
fedl  of  party  prejudice,  private  refentment 
or  motives  ftill  more  blameablej  but  the 
refult  of  calm  refledlion  upon  the  dano-er 
that  might  accrue  to  our  excellent  confti- 
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tution,  line!  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
from  too  great  an  nnion  of  the  legiflative, 
executive  and  judiciary  powers'of  govern¬ 
ment,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  greateft 
writers,  ouglit  always  to  be  kept  feparate  : 
Nor  was  this  a  new  opinion,  formed  at  a 
certain  period  ;  but  it  has  been  the  pre¬ 
vailing  fentiment  of  many  of  the  mod;  fen- 

fible  and  unexceptionable  gentlemen  in  the 

province  for  many  years  pad: ;  upon  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  your  Lordfhip’s  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  conllitution,  and  the 
jud;  balance  of  the  fcveral  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment,  this  houfe  is  alTureJ,  will  jufti- 
fy.  And  although  his  Excellency  was 
pleafed  to  exercife  his  undoubted  right  of 
negativing  fome  of  the  gentlemen  eledfed, 
the  houfe  have  had  no  reafon  to  alter  their 
opinion  of  them,  as  being  unexception¬ 
able  in  point  of  ability,  fortune,  and  cha- 
radter.  They  beg  pardon  for  this  further- 
trouble  given  -to  your  Lordihip,  which 
they  could  not  avoid  ;  being  folicitous  to. 
fet  their  condudl  in  its  true  point  of  light 
before  you  :  And  they  rely  upon  your 
known  juftice,  that  you  will  intercede 
with  the  throne  for  this  province.  They 
are  affured,  that  your  Lordihip  will  not 
fuffer  a  province  to  be  mifreprefented, 
even  by  perfons  in  ffation  here  :  And  if 
there  be  any  fuch,  they  flatter  themfelves, 
that  their  removal  will  render  this  people 

happy 
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happy  in  the  efteem  of  the  parent  coun¬ 
try,  and  much  more  fo  in  the  fmiles  of  the 
beft  of  Kings. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 


A  Letter  to  Dennis  De  Berdt,  Efq;  Agent 
for  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 

Province  of  the  Mafachufetts-Bay, 

'January  12,  1768. 

S  I  R, 

SINCE  the  laft  fitting  of  the  general 
court,  divers  adls  of  parliament  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  colonies  have  arrived  here  : 
And  as  the  people  of  this  province  had  no 
fhare  in  the  framing  thofe  laws,  in  which 
they  are  fo  deeply  interefled,  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  who  arc  conflitutlonally 
entrufted  bv  them  as  the  guardians  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  have  thought  it  their 
indifpenfable  duty  carefully  to  perufe 
them  ;  and  having  fo  done,  to  point  out 
fuch  matters  in  them  as  appear  to  be 
grievous  to  their  conhituents,  and  to  feek 
red  refs. 

The  fundamental  rules  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  arc  the  grand  fccurity  of  all  Britidi 
fubje£ls ;  and  it  is  a  fecurity  which  they 
are  all  equally  entitled  to  in  all  parti  of 
his  Majefty’s  extended  dominions.  The 
fupreme  legifiative,  in  every  free  flate, 

derives 
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derives  its  power  from  the  conflitutiori, 
by  the  fundamental  rules  of  which  it  is 
bounded  and  circumferibed.  As  a  legif- 
lative  power  is  elfentially  requifite,  where 
any  powers  of  government  are  exercifed, 
it  is  conceived,  the  feveral  legiflative  bo¬ 
dies  in  America  were  erefted,  becaufe 
their  exiflence,  and  the  free  exercile  of 
their  power  within  their  feveral  limits, 
are  effentially  important  and  necelTary,  to 
preferve  to  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds  in  Ame- 
iica  the  advantages  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  conftitution. 

When  we  mention  the  rights  of  the 
fubjeds  in  America,  and  the  intereft  we 
have  in  the  Britiih  conftitution,  m  com¬ 
mon  with  all  other  Britifli  fubjeefts,  w'e 
cannot  juftly  be  fufpeded  of  the  moft  dif- 
tant  thought  of  an  independency  on  Great 
Britain.  Some,  we  know,  have  imagined 
this  of  the  colonifts  j  and  others  may  per¬ 
haps  have  induftrioully  propagated  it,  to 
raife  groundlefs  and  unreafonable  jealoufies 
of  them  :  But  it  is  fo  far  from  the  truth, 
that  we  apprehend  the  colonies  would  re- 
fufe  it  if  oftered  to  them,  and  would  even 
deem  it  the  greateft  misfortune  to  be 
obliged  to  accept  it.  They  are  far  from 
being  infenlible  of  their  happinefs  in  be¬ 
ing  connected  with  the  mot  aer  country, 
and  of  the  mutual  benefits  derived  from 
it  to  both  :  It  is  therefore  the  indifpenfable 
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■duty  of  all,  to  cultivate  and  eftablifh  a 
mutual  harmony,  and  to  promote  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  good  oihces  between  tnem  ; 
And  while  both  have  the  free  enjoyment 
c^the  rights  of  our  happ^  conihtution, 
theie  will  be  no  grounds  of  envy  and  dif- 
content  in  the  one,  nor  of  jealoufy  and 
miurud:  in  the  other. 

_  It  is  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  conffitu- 
tion,  that  it  hath  its  foundation  in  the 
law  of  God  and  nature  :  It  is  an  clfcntial 
natural  right,  that  a  man  fltall  quietly  en¬ 
joy,  and  have  the  foie  difpofal  of  his  o'.vn 
property  :  This  right  is  adopted  mto  the 
conffitution  ;  This  natural  and  conffitu- 
tional  light  is  fo  familiar  to  the  American 
iji^bjefts,  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  convince  them,  that  any  neceliity 
can  render  it  juff,  equitable,  and  reafon- 
able,  m  the  nature  of  things,  that  the 
parliament  ihould  impofe  duties,  fublidics, 
a  la^es,  and  taxes,  upon  them,  internal 
or  external,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  raifiiv)- 
a  revenue.  The  rcafon  is  obvious ;  bc- 
c^aufe  they  cannot  be  rcprelented,  and 
therefore  their  confent  cannot  be  confiitu- 
tionaljy  had  in  parliament. 

pailiament,  foon  after  the 
epcal  of  the  liamp-aft,  thought  proper 
o  Ms  anodier  aft,  declaring  the^utiyor^y: 
po\/cr  and  ngnt  of  parhamen't  to  make 
l^nvs  that  Ihould  be  binding  on  the  coin- 

^  nics 
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nies  in  all  cafes  whatever,  it  is  probable, 
that  ads  for  levying  taxes  on  the  colonies, 
external  and  internal,  were  included  :  For 
the  ad  made  the  laft  year,  impoling  duties 
on  paper,  glafs,  &c.  as  well  as  the  fugar- 
ads  and  the  ftamp-ad,  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes,  in  form  as  well  as  in  fub- 
ftance,  as  much  revenue  ads  as  thofe  for 
the  land-tax,  cuftoms  and  exeifes  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  neceffity  of  eftablifliing  a  re¬ 
venue  in  America  is  exprefsly  mentioned 
in  the  preambles  :  They  were  originated 
in  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  as 
all  other  money  and  revenue  bills  are  ;  and 
the  property  of  the  colonies,  with  the  fame 
form,  ceremony  and  expreffions  of  loyalty 
and  duty,  is  thereby  given  and  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  as  they  ufually  give  and  grant 
their  own.  But  we  humbly  conceive  that 
objedions  to  ads  of  this  kind  may  be  fafe- 
ly,  if  decently  made,  if  they  are  of  dan¬ 
gerous  tendency  in  point  of  commerce,  po¬ 
licy,  and  the  true  and  real  intereft  of  the 
whole  empire.  It  may,  and  if  it  can,  it 
ought  to  be  made  to  appear,  that  fuch  ads 
are  grievous  to  the  fubjed,  burthenfome 
to  trade,  ruinous  to  the  nation,  and  tend-  • 
ing  on  the  whole  to  injure  the  revenue  of 
the  crown.  And  furely,  if  fuch  rhighty 
inconveniencies,  evils  and  mifchiefs  can  be 
pointed  out  with  decency-and  peifpicuity, 

there 
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there  will  be  the  higheft  reafon  not  only 
to  hope  for,  but  fully  to  exped:  rcdrefs. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  though  many  have 
difregarded  life  and  contemned  liberty,  yet 
there  are  few  men  who  do  not  agree  that 
property  is  a  valuable  acquifition,  which 
ought  to  be  held  facred.  Many  have 
fought,  and  bled,  and  died  for  this,  who 
have  been  infenfibie  toall  other obli2:ations. 
Thofe  who  ridicule  the  ideas  of  right  and 
juftice,  faith  and  truth  among  men,  will 
put  a  high  value  upon  money  :  Property 
is  admitted  to  have  an  cxiftence  even  in 
the  favage  ftatc  of  nature :  Tlie  bow, 
the  arrow,  and  the  tomahawk  ;  the  hunt- 
ing  and  the  fifiiing  ground,  arc  fpccies  of 
property  as  important  to  an  American  fa¬ 
vage,  as  pearls,  rubies  and  diamonds  are 
to  the  Mogul  or  a  Nabob  in  the  Eaft,  or 
the  iands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  mef- 
fuages,  gold  and  filver  of  the  Europeans. 
And  if  property  is  neceffary  for  the  fupport 
of  favage  life,  it  is  by  no  means  Icfs  fo  in 
civil  fociety.  The  utopian  fchemes  of  le¬ 
velling,  and  a  community  of  goods,  are  as 
vilionary  and  impracticable,  as  thofe  wliich 
velf  all  property  in  the  crown,  arc  arbi¬ 
trary,  defpotick,  and  in  our  government 
unconftitutional.  Now,  what  property 
can  the  colonifts  be  conceived  to  have,  if 
their  money  may  be  granted  away  by  others 
without  their  confent  ?  This  moft  certain- 
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ly  is  tne  prefent  cale  ;  for  they  were  in  no 
fcnfe  I'cprelented  in  parliament  v/iien  this 
ahc  lor  raifing  a  rev'enue  in  America  was 
.made,  i  he  Stamp-adt  was  grievoufly  com¬ 
plained  of  oy  all  the  colonies :  And  is  there 
any  real  dnierence  between  tins  act  and 
the  Stamp-act  ?  They  were  both  dciigned 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America,  and  in  the 
lame  manner,  viz.  by  duties  on  certain 
commodities  :  The  payment  of  the  duties 
impofed  by  the  Stamp-act  might  hai’c  been 
eluded  by  a  total  dilufe  of  tne  /lamped  pa¬ 
per  ;  and  fo  may  the  payment  of  thefe  du¬ 
ties,  by  the  total  difule  of  the  articles  on 
which  they  are  laid  :  But  in  neither  cafe- 
without  difiiculty.  Therefore  the  fub- 
jedts  here  are  reduced  to  the  liard  alterna¬ 
tive,  either  of  being  obliged  totally  to  dif- 
ufe  articles  of  the  greatell  necelfity  in  com¬ 
mon  life,  or  to  pay  a  tax  without  their 
confent. 

Tiie  fecurity  of  right  and  property  is  the 
great  end  of  governm,ent :  Surely  then, 
fuch  mcafures  as  tend  to  render  right  and 
property  precarious,  tend  to  deftroy  both 
property  and  government ;  for  thefe  mull 
/land  and  fall  together.  It  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult,  if  pofilble,  to  Blow,  that  the  pre- 
fent  plan  of  taxing  the  colonies  is  more  fa¬ 
vourable  to  them,  than  that  put  in  ufe 
here  before  the  revolution.  It  feems,  by 
the  event,  that  our  ancefiors  were  in  one 
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rcfpedt,  not  in  fo  melancholy  a  fituation  aij 
we  their  pollerity  are.  In  thofe  times, 
the  crown  and  the  minifters  of  the  crown, 
without  the  intervention  of  parliament,  de- 
moliihed  charters,  and  levied  taxes  on  the 
colonies  at  pleafure.  Governor  Androfs, 
in  the  time  of  Tames  the  fecond,  declared, 
that  wherever  an  Englilhman  fets  his  foot, 
all  he  hath  is  the  king’s  :  And  Dudley  de¬ 
clared  at  the  council  board,  and  even  on 
the  facred  feat  of  juifice,  that  the  privilege 
of  Enalifl^men,  not  to  be  taxed  without 
their  confent,  and  the  laws  of  England, 
would  not  follow  them  to' the  ends  of  rhe 
earth.  It  was  alfo,  in  thofe  davs,  dv.c!ar- 
ed  in  counci],  that  the  king’s  fubi  .cis  in 
New-England  did  not  differ  much  from 
Haves ;  and  that  the  only  difference  was, 
that  they  were  not  bought  and  fold  :  But 
there  was,  even  in  thofe  times,  an  excel¬ 
lent  Attorney-General,  Sir  William  Jones, 
who  was  of  another  mind;  and  told  king 
James,  that  he  could  no  more  grant  a  com- 
jniffion  to-  levy  money  on  liis  fubjecls  in 
Jamaica,  though  a  conquered  ifland,  with¬ 
out  their  confent  by  an  alfembly,  tlian  they 
could  difeharge  themfelves  from  their  al- 
degiance  to  the  Englifli  crown.  But  the 
misfortune  of  the  colonifts  at  prefent  is, 
tliat  they  are  taxed  by  parliamcin  without’ 
their  confent :  This,  while  the  parliament 
continues  refolved  to  tax  us,  will  ever  ren¬ 
der 
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dcr  our  cafe,  in  one  refped,  more  deplo¬ 
rable  and  remedilefs,  under  the  belt  of 
^ings,  than  that  of  our  anceflors  was,  un¬ 
der  the  worft.  ^  They  found  relief  by  the 
interpofition  of  parliament :  But  by  the 
interv'ention  of  that  very  power,  we  are 
taxed,  and  can  appeal  for  relief  from  their 
.  ^dion  to  no  power  on  earth ;  for 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  above  them. 

The  original  contract  between  the  King 
and  the  firlt  planters  here,  was  a  royal  pro- 
mife  in  behalf  of  the  nation,  and  which 
till  very  lately  it  was  never  queffioned  but 
the  King  had  a  power  to  makej  namely, 
that  if  the  adventurers  would,  at  their  own 
coft  and  charge,  and  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives  and  every  thing  dear  to  them,  pur- 
chafe  a  new  world,  fubdue  a  wildernefs, 
and  thereby  enlarge  the  king’s  dominions, 
they  and  their  pofferity  fiiould  enjoy  fuch 
rights  and  privileges  as  in  their  refpedfive 
charters  are  expreffed,  which  are  dn  ge! 
nera.:  all  the  rignts,  liberties  and  privileges 
of  his  Majelfy’s  natural  born  fubjeefts  with¬ 
in  the  realm.  The  principal  privilege  im¬ 
plied,  and  in  fome  of  their  charters  ex- 
prefled,  is  a  freedom  from  all  taxes  but 
luch  as  they  fhall  confent  to  in  perfbn  or 
by  reprefentatives  of  their  own  free  choice 
and  eleftion.  The  late  king  James  broke 
the  original  contradlr  of  the  fettlement  and 
government  of  thefe  colonies  ;  But  it  pro-, 

ved 


ved  happy  for  our  anceftors  in  the  end  that 
he  had  alfo  broken  the  original  compact 
with  his  three  kingdoms.  This  left  them 
fome  gleam  of  hope  :  This  very  thing, 
finally,  was  the  caufe  of  deliverance  to  the 
nation  and  the  colonies,  nearly  at  the  fame 
time  ;  It  was  the  parliament,  the  fupremc 
legillative  and  conftitutional  check  on  the 
fupreme  executive,  that  in  time  operated 
eft'ecfts  worthy  of  itfelf :  The  nation  and 
her  colonies  have  fince  been  happy,  and 
our  princes  patriot  kings.  The  law  and 
reafon  teaches  that  the  King  can  do  no 
wrong ;  and  that  neither  king  nor  parlia¬ 
ment  are  otherwife  inclined  than  to  juftice, 
equity  and'  truth  :  But  the  law  does  not 
prefume  that  the  King  may  not  be  deceiv¬ 
ed,  nor  that  the  parliament  may  not  be 
mifinformed :  If  therefore  any  thing  is 
wrong,  it  muft  be  imputed  to  fuch  caufes  : 
How  far  fuch  caufes  have  taken  place  and 
operated  againft  the  colonies,  is  humbly 
fubmittcd  to  the  revifion  and  reconfidera- 
tion  of  all. 

By  the  common  law,  the  colonifts  are 
adjudged  to  be  natural-born  fubjefts  !  So 
they  are  declared  by  royal  charter  j  and 
they  are  fo,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture  and  nations  :  No  jurift,  who  has  the 
lead  regard  to  his  reputation  In  the  repub- 
lick  of  letters,  will  deny  that  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to  all  the  efl'ential  rights,  liberties 

privileges 
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privileges  and  immunities  of  his  Maiefty's 

within  the  realm. 
The  dnldren  of  his  Majefty’s  natural  born 
fubjefts,  born  paffing  and  repaffing  the 

fiom  b  dwardthe  third  to  this  time,  been 
dedal ed  natural-born  fubjeds  ;  And  even 
orcigners,  refiding  a  certain  time  in  the 
colonies,  are  by  ads  of  parliament  entitled 

Zr  f^u-  privileges  of  natural 

ooin  lubjeds  And  it  is  remarkable  that 

tiut  the  colomfts  are  natural  born  fubieds  • 
and  that  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  ol  Inch  ;  as  appears  by  the  preamble, 
which  we  flvall  now  recite:  “  Whereas 
t  e  iiicreaie  of  people  is  a  means  of  ad¬ 
vancing  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  any  na¬ 
tion  01  countiy  ;  And  whereas  many  fo¬ 
reigners  and  itrangers,  from  the  lenity  of 
our  got  ernment  and  purity  of  our  religion, 
the  benefit  of  our  laws,  the  advantages  of 
our  trac  e,  and  the  fecurity  of  our  proper- 
ty,  might  be  induced  to  come  and  fettle  in 
iome  ot  his  Maiefty’s  colonies  in  America, 
ir  tiiey  were  made  partakers  of  the  advan- 
taps  and  privileges  which  natural  born 
lubjeds  of  this  realm  do  enjoy:”  Which 
plainly  diows  it  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  na- 
tion  that  the  colonies  were, entitled  to,  and 
did  adually  enjoy  the  advantages  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  natural  born  fubjecT:s.  But  if  it 

could 
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could  be  admitted  as  clearly  confiftentwith' 
the  conftitution,  for  tlie  parliament  ot 
Great-Britain  to  tax  the  property  of  the 
colonies,  we  prefume,  it  can  be  made  to 
appear  to  be  utterly  inconfillent  with  the 
rules  of  equity  that  they  rtioidd,  at  leaft  at 
prefent.  It  muft  be  confidered,  that  by 
adls  of  parliament,  the  colonies  are  prohi^ 
bited  from  importing  commodities  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  Europe,  except 
from  Great-Britain,  faving  a  few  articles. 
Thi  s  ffives  the  aJvaiitasfe  to  Great-Britain 

o  O 

of  railing  the  price  of  her  commodities, 
and  is  equal  to  a  tax.  It  is  too  obvious  to 
be  doubted,  that  by  the  extraordinary  de¬ 
mands,  from  the  colonies,  of  the  manufac¬ 
tures  of  Britain,  occalioned  by  this  policy, 
fire  reaps  an  advantage  of  at  leaft  twenty' 
per  cent,  in  the  price  of  them,  beyond 
what  the  colonies  might  purchalc  them  for 
at  foreign  markets:  The  lofs  therefore  to 
the  colonifts  is  equal  to  the  gain  which 
is  made  in  Britain.  This  in  reality  is  a  tax, 
though  not  a  dired  one  :  And  admitting, 
that  they  take  annually  from  Great-Britain 

manufadlures  to  the  value  of  two  millions 

• 

fterling,  as  is  generally  fuppofed,  they  then 
pay  an  annual  tax  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  befides  the  taxes  which  arc' 
diredllypaid  on  thofe  manufadtures  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  fame  rcafoning  will  hold  good 
with  rcfpedl  to  the  many  enumerated  arti¬ 
cles  of  their  produce,  which  the  colo¬ 
nies  arc  rcllrained  byadl  of  parliament  from 

K  fending 
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fending  to  any  foreign  port :  By  this  re^ 
ftraint,  the  market  is  glutted,  and  confer 
quently  the  produce  fold,  is  cheaper  j  which 
is  an  advantage  to  GreatrBritain  and  an 
equal  lofs  to  or  tax  upon  the  colonifts.  Is 
it  reafonable,  then,  that  the.colonies  Ihould 
be  taxed  on  the  Britith  commodities  here  ? 
efpecially  when  it  is  confidered,  that  the 
moll  of  them  fettled  a  wildernefs,  and  till 
very  lately  riefendedtheir  fettlements  with¬ 
out  a  farthing’s  expence  to  the  nation. 
They  bore  their  full  proportion  of  the 
charges  of  fecuring  and  maintaining  his 
Maielly’s  rights  in  America,  in  every  war 
from  their  firll  lettlement,  without  any 
confideration  ;  for  the  grants  of  parliament 
in  the  lafc  \var  were  ccmpenfations  for  ait 
overplus  of  expence  on  their  part :  Many 
of  them,  and  this  province  in  particular, 
have  always  maintained  their  own  frontiers 
at  their  own  expence  j  and  have  alfo  fre¬ 
quently  defended  his  Majefty’s  garrifon  at 
Annapolis,  when  it  mud;  otherwife'  have 
been  unavoidably  loft.  The  nation,  in 
the  1  ate  war,  acquired  lands  equal  in  value 
to  all  the  expence  llie  has  been  at  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  from  its  fettlement ;  while  the  trade 
of  the  colonies  has  been  only  “  fecured 
and  reftrilfted It  has  not  been  enlarged, 
though  new  avenues  of  beneficial  com¬ 
merce  have  been  opened  to  the  mother 
country.  The  colonies  have  reaped  no 
fhare  in  the  lands  which  they  helped  to 

conquer. 
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conquer,  while  millions  of  acres  of  thofd 
very  lands  have  been  granted,  and  Ifill  arc 
granting  to  people,  who,  in  all  probability, 
will  never  fee,  if  they  fettle,  them. 

The  appropriation  of  the  monies  to  a- 
rife  by  thefe  duties  is  an  objedlion  of  great 
weight.  It  is,  in  the  firft  place,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  payment  of  the  neceiTary 
charges  of  the  adminiflration  of  juftice, 
and  the  fupport  of  civil  government  in  fuch 
colonies  where  it  fliall  be  judged  neced'ary. 
This  houfe  apprehend,  it  would  be  grievous 
and  of  dangerous  tendency,  if  the  crown 
Ihould  not  only  appoint  Governors  over  the 
feveral  colonies,  but  allow  them  fuch  fli- 
pends  as  it  lliall  judge  proper,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  people  and  without  their  con- 
fent.  Such  a  power  under  a  corrupt  ad¬ 
miniflration,  it  is  to  be  feared,  would  in¬ 
troduce  an  abfolute  government  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  At  bell:  it  would  leave  the  people  in 
a  ft  ate  of  utter  uncertainty  of  their  fecu- 
rity,  which  is  far  from  being  a  ftate  of 
civil  liberty.  The  judges  in  the  feveral 
Colonies  do  not  hold  their  conimiflions  du- 

oehaviour :  If  then  they  are  to 
have  falaries  independent  of  the  people, 
how  eafy  will  it  be  for  a  corrupt  Gover¬ 
nor  to  have  a  fet  of  judges  to  his  mind, 
to  deprive  bench  of  juftice  of  its  glory, 
and  the  people  of  their  fecurity.  if  the 

e  independent  liv-i 
mgs,  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the  te- 
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nure  of  their  cotnmiffion  is  during  good 
behaviour,  which  is  a  fafeguard  to  the 
people:  And  belides,  they  are  near  the 
throne,  the  fountain  of  right  and  juftice  : 
whereas  American  judges,  as  well  as  go¬ 
vernors,  are  at  a  diftance  from  it  :  More¬ 
over,  it  is  worth  particular  notice,  that  in 
all  difputes  between  power  and  liberty  in 
America,  there  is  danger  that  the  greateft 
credit  will  always  be  given  to  the  officers 
of  the  crown,  who  are  the  men  in  power. 
This  we  have  fometimes  found  by  expe¬ 
rience  j  and  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that 
the  nation  will  fall  into  fome  dangerous 
'  niiliake,  if  fhe  has  not  already,  by  too 
great  attention  to  the  reprefentations  of 
particular  perfons,  and  a  difregard  to 
others. 

But  the  refidue  of  thefe  monies  is  to  be 
applied  by  parliament,  from  time  to  time, 

'  for  defending,  protedling  and  fecuring  the 
colonies.  If  the  government  at  home  is 
apprehenfive  that  the  colonifts  will  be 
backward  in  defending  themfelves  and  fe¬ 
curing  his  Majefty’s  territories  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  it  muft  have  been  egregioufly  mifm- 
formed.'  We  need  look  back  no  further 
than  the  laft  war  for  evidence  of  a  con¬ 
trary  difpofition  :  They  always  difcovered 
the  moft  chearful  compiiance  with  his 
IVIajefty^s  rec^uilitions  of  men  and  money 
for  this  purpoie.  1  hey  were  then  treated 
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asfreeBrhifh  fubjefts,  and  never  failed 
to  grant  aid  to  his  Majefty  of  their  own 
free  accord,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  even  beyond  it ;  of  which,  the  pai- 
liament  were  then  fo  fenfible,  that  t  ley 
made  them  grants,  from  year  to  year,  by 
way  of  compenfation  for  extra  fervices. 
it  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubted,  but  it  they 
are  ftill  confidered  upon  the  footing  ot 
fubjefts,  they  will  always  difcover  tne 
hime  difpofition  to  exert  themlelves  ioi 
his  Majefty’s  fervice  and  their  own  de¬ 
fence  ;  which  renders  a  danding  army  in 
the  colonies  a  needlefs  expence.  Or,  it 
it  be  admitted  that  there  may  be  fome  ne- 
ceffity  for  them  in  the  conquered  pro¬ 
vince  of  Canada,  where  the  exercife  ot 
the  Romifh  religion,  to  deitrudlive  to 
civil  fociety,  Is  allowed,  furely  there  can 
be  no  need  of  them  in  the  bowels  o,  the 
old  colonies,  and  even  in  cities  where 
there  is  not  the  lead  danger  of  a  toreigii 
enemy,  and  where  the  inhabitants 'are^  as 
ftrongly  attached  to  his  Majelly  s  perloii, 

family  and  government,  as  in  Great  Lii- 

tain  itfelf.  There  is  an  Englifli  affedion  m 
the  colonilbs  towards  the  mothei  countiy, 
which  will  for  ever  keep  them  connected 
with  her,  to  every  valuable  purpolc,  un- 
lels  it  Oiall  be  erated  by  repeated  unkind 
ulage  on  her  part  :  As  Englilhmen,  as 
well  as  Britilh  fu!  jedts,  they  h  cve  an  aver- 

fion  to  an  unnecellary  Handing  army, 

wliich 
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wliich  th;y  look  upon  as  dangerous  to 
tlieri  cnnl  liberties;  and  conlidering  the 
tx.imj4cs  of  ancient  times,  it  feems  a 
ittle  lurpnzmg,  that  a  mother  ilatefhould 
nut  large  bodies  of  mercenary  troops  in 

hei  colonies,  at  fo  o-rpot-  o  rim  r 
hpr  IpP-  •  P  diftance  from 

r  procefs  of  time,  when  the 

fp.rits  of  the  people  fliall  be  deprelTed  by 
the  military  power,  another  Ciefar  Ihould 
arile  and  ulurp  the  authority  of  his  mailer. 

lie  aft  enabling  his  Majefty  to  appoint 
commifiioners  of  the  cuftoms  to  refide  in 
Aineru  has  alio  been  read  in  the  houfe 

It  declarer  an  mtention  to  facilitate  the 

trade  of  America,  of  which  we  cannot 
lave  any  great  hopes  from  the  tenor  of 
the  commilTion.  In  general,  innovations 
are  dangerous  :  The  unnecelTary  increafe 
or  c^rown  officers  is  mod  certainly  fo. 

1  hele  gentlemen  are  authorized  to  ap- 
point  as  many  as  they  ffiall  think  proper- 

witnout  limitation  :  This  will  probablv 
be  attended  with  undefirable  effeds  •  An 
hod  of penfioners,  by  the  arts  they'mav 

become  as-  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people  as  an  army  of 
loldiers  j  lor  there  is  a  way  of  fubduino- 
a  people  by  art  as  well  as  by  arms  :  We 
are  happy  and  file  under  his  prefent  iMa- 
jeiby’s  mild  and  gracious  adminidration  ; 
but  the  ume  may  come,  when  the  united 
body  ol  penfioners  and  foldiers  may  ruin 
the  liberties  of  America.  The  trade  of 

the 
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the  colonies,  we  apprehend,  may  he  as 
eafily  carried  on,  and  the  a6ts  of  trade  as 
duly  enforced  without  this  commiffion  ; 
and  if  fo,  it  muff  be  a  very  needlefs  ex¬ 
pence,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  and  Jier 
colonies  are  groaning  under  debts  con- 
tradted  in  the  late  war,  and  how  far  dif- 
tant  another  may  be,  God  only  knows. 

,  There  is  anotiier  acf  which  this  houfe 
apprehend  muft  be  alarming  to  all  the 
colonies;  which  is  the  acft  for  fufpending 
the  legiflative  power  of  the  Ailembly  ot’ 
New-York  on  a  certain  condition.  A  Ic- 
"giflative  body  without  tbiC  free  cxcrcife 
of  the  powers  of  legillation  is  to  us  incom- 
prehenfible  :  There  can  be  no  material 
difference  between  fuch  a  legiflative  and 
none  at  all.  It  cannot  be  faid  that  the  af- 
fembly  of  New-York  hath  the  free  exer- 
cifeof  legiflative  power,  while  their  very 
exiftence  is  fulpended  upon  their  acting  in 
conformity  to  the  will  of  another  body. 
Such  a  reftridlion  throughout  the  colonies 
would  be  a  Ihort  and  eafy  method  of  anni¬ 
hilating  the  legiflative  powers  in  America, 
and  by  confequence,  ot  depriving  the  peo- 
ple'of  a  fundamental  right  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  namely,  that  every  man  lhall  be  pre- 
fent  in  the  body  which  legiflates  for  him. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  confider  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  a  fufpenfion  of  colony  legillation 
for  non-compliance  with  adts  of  parlia¬ 
ment  requiring  a  provincial  affembly  to 

give 
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and  grant  away  their  own  and  their' 
conftituent’a  money  for  the  fupport  of  a 
landing  army.  We  cannot  but  think  it 
hard  enough  to  have  our  property  granted 
away  without  our  confent  :  without  be¬ 
ing  ordered  to  deal  it  out  ourfelves,  as  in 
the  cafe  of  the  mutiny  adt.  It  muft  be 
fufficiently  humiliating  to  part  with  our 
property  in  either  of  thofe  ways,  much 
more  in  both  j  wiiej'cby,  as  loyal  fubjedls 
as  any  under  his  Majefty’s  government,' 
and  as  true  lovers  of  their  country  as  any 
people  whatever,  are  deprived  of  "the  ho- 
nour  and  merit  of  voluntarily  contributing 
to  the  fervice  of  both.  What  is  the  plain 
language  of  fuch  a  fufpenfion  r  We  can 
difeoverno  more  nor  lefs  in  it  than  this  ,• 
If  the  American  alfemblies  refufe  to  grant 
as  much  of  their  own  and  their  conllitu- 
ents  money,  as  fhall  from  time  to  time 
be  enjoined  and  preferibed  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  befides  what  the  parliament  diredt- 
ly  taxes  them,  they  fliall  no  longer  have  any 
legiflative  authority  ;  but  if  they  comply 
with  what  is  prelcribed,  they  may  dill  be 
allowed  to  legiflate  under  their  charter 
reftridtions.  Does  not  political  death  and 
annihilation  ftare  us  in  the  face  as  ftrongly 
on  one  fuppolition  as  the  other  ?  Equally 
ija  cafe  of  compliance  as  of  non-compli¬ 
ance. 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  for  a  moment,  a  fe^ 
fies  of  events  taking  place,  the  mold  fa¬ 
vourable 
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vourable  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  are 
fo  fond  of  thefe  new  regulations  :  That  all 
difficulties  and  fcruples  of  confcience  were 
removed,  and  that  every  reprefcntative  in 
America  ffiould  acknowledge  a  juft  and 
equitable  right  in  the  Commons  ol  Great- 
Britain  to  make  an  unlimited  grant  of  his 
and  his  conflituents  property  :  That  they 
have  a  clear  right  to  inveft  the  crown 
W'ith  all  the  lands  in  the  colonies,  as  ef- 
fedlually  as  if  they  had  been  forfeited  ; 
Would  it  be  poffible  for  them  to  conciliate 
their  conflituents  to  fucli  meafures  ? 
Would  not  the  attempt  fuddenly  cut  afun- 
der  all  confidence  and  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  repj'efentativc  body  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  ?  What  then  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  ?  Could  any  thing  be  rcafonably 
expedted  but  difeontent,  defpair,  and  rage 
againil'their  reprefentatives,  on  the  fide 
of  the  people,  and  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ine,nt,  the  rigorous  exertion  of  civil  and 
military  power  ?  The  confulion  and  mi- 
fery  after  fuch  a  fatal  crifis  cannot  be  con¬ 
ceived,  much  lefs  delcribed. 

The  prefent  regulations  and  proceed r 
jngs,  with  refpedl  to  the  colonies,  we  ap¬ 
prehend  to  be  oppofite  to  every  principle 
of  good  and  found  policy.  A  Handing 
arrny,  in  the  time  of  profound  peace,  is 
na-tvtr^lly  produdlive  of  uneafinefs  and 

L  difeontent 
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difcontent  among  the  people  :  And  yet 
the  , colonies,  by  the  mutiny  a6t,  are  or-- 
dered  and  diredled  to  provide  certain  enu¬ 
merated  articles :  and  the  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties  in  cafe  of  non-compliance  are  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  precedent  of  New-  York.  It 
alfo  appears  that  revenue  officers  are  mul¬ 
tiplying  in  the  colonies  with  vaft  powers  : 
the  board  of  commiffioners  lately  appointed 
to  refide  here,  have  ample  difcretionary 
powers  given  them  to  make  what  appoint- 
inentsthey  pleafe,  and  to  pay  the  appointees 
what  fums  they  pleafe  :  The  eftabliffi- 
ment  of  aproteftant  epifcopate  in  America 
is  alfo  very  zealoufly  contended  for  :  And 
it  is  very  alarming  to  a  people,  whofe  fa¬ 
thers,  from  the  hard.fhips  they  fuffered  un¬ 
der  fuch  an  eftablifhment,  were  obliged 
to  fly  their  native  country  into  awildernefs, 
in  order  peaceably  to  enjoy  their  privi¬ 
leges,  civil  and  religious  :  Their  being 
threatened  with  the  lofs  of  both  at  once, 
mull:  throw  them  into  a  very  difagreeable 
lituation.  We  hope  in  God  fuch  an  efta- 
blilhment  will  never  take  place  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  we  delire  you  will  Hrenoufly  op- 
pofeit.  The  revenue  raifed  in  America, 
for  ought  we  can  tell,  may  be  as  confti- 
tutionally  applied  towards  the  fupport  of 
prelacy  as  of  foldiers  and  penlioners :  If 
^he  property  of  the  fubjedt  is  taken  from 

him 
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him  without  his  conl'ent,  it  Is  immateriaij 
whether  it  be  done  by  one  man  or  five 
hundred  ;  or  whether  it  be  applied  for  the 
fupport  of  eccleliaftic  or  military  power, 
or  both.  It  may  be  well  worth  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  bell  politician  in  Great- 
Britain  or  America,  what  the  natural  ten¬ 
dency,  is  of  a  vigorous  purfuit  of  thefe 
mealures.  We  are  not  infenfible  that 
foine  eminent  men,  on  both  lides  the  wa¬ 
ter,  are  lefs  friendly  to  American  char¬ 
ters  and  alfemblies  than  could  be  vviOied  : 
It  feems  to  be  growing  falhionable,  to 
treat  them  in  common  converfation,  as 
well  as  in  popular  publications,  with  con¬ 
tempt  :  But  if  we  look  back  a  few  reigns, 
we  lhall  find  that  even  the  augull  afiem^ 
bly,  the  parliament,  was  in  every  refpedt 
the  objedt  of  a  courtier’s  reproach  :  It  was 
even  an  aphorifm  with  King  James  I. 
that  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  two 
very  bad  copartners  with  a  monarch  j  and 
he  and  his  faccefibrs  broke  the  copart- 
nerlhip  as  fall  as  pollible.  It  is  certainly 
unnatural  for  a  Britiih  politician  to  ex- 
pedl,  that  ever  the  fupreme  executive  of 
the  nation  can  long  exill,  after  the  fu¬ 
preme  legillative  Thall  be  deprefied  and 
dellroyed,  which  may  God  forbid.  If 
the  fupreme  executive  cannot  exill  lono-  in 
Britain,  without  the  fupport  of  the  fu- 
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preme  legillatlve,  it  fliould  feem  very  rea- 
Ibnable,  in  order^to  fupport  the  fame  fu- 
preme  executive,  at  the  diftance  of  a  thou- 
fand  tranfmarine  leagues  from  the  metro* 
polis,  there  fhould  be,  in  fo  remote  domi¬ 
nions,  a  free  legiflative,  within  their  char¬ 
ter  limitations,  as  well  as  an  entirely  free 
reprefentative  of  the  fupreme  executive 
of  his  Majefty,  in  theperfonsof  governors, 
judges,  Juftices,  and  other  executive  of¬ 
ficers  ;  otherwife  ftrange  eflfedts  are  to  be 
apprehended.  For.  the  laws  of  God  and 
nature  are  invariable  :  A  politician  may 
apply  or  mifapply  thefe  to  a  multiplicity 
of  purpofes,  good  or  bad  ^  but  thefe  laws 
were  never  made  for  politicians  to  alter. 
Should  the  time  ever  come,  when  the 
legiflative  affemblies  of  North  America 
Hiail  be  dilToived  and  annihilated,  no  more 
to  exift  again,  a  ftrange  political  pheno¬ 
menon  will  probably  appear.  All  laws 
both  of  police  and  revenue  muft  then  be 
made  by  a  legiflative  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
that  without  immediate  infpiration,  the 
local  and  other  circumftances  of  the  go¬ 
verned  cannot  pofiibly  be  known  to  tnofe 
who  give  and  grant' to  the  crown,  what 
part  of  the  property  of  their  fellow-ftib- 
leds  they  pleafe.  There  v*'i!I  then  be 
no  aftembiies  to  fupport  the  execution  of 
fuch  laws:  And  indceu,  while  exifting, 

by 
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by  what  rule  of  law  or  reafon  ^  arc  the 
members  of  the  colony-aflemblies  exe¬ 
cutive  officers  ?  They  have,  as  reprefen- 
tatives,  no  commiffion  but  from  their 
conftituents  :  And  it  muft  be  difficult  to 
ffiow,  why  they  are  more  obliged  to  cx-  . 
ecute  a£ts  of  parliament  than  fuch  of  their 
conftituents  as  hold  no  commiffions  from 
the  crown.  The  moft  that  can  be  ex- 
pecfted  from  either,  is  fubmiffion  to  adts 
of  parliament  j  or  to  aid  the  officers  as 
individuals,  or  part  of  the  pofle  comitatus 
if  required.  It  would  feem  ftrange  to 
call  on  the  reprefentative,  in  any  other 
way,  to  execute  laws  'againft  their  con¬ 
ftituents  and  themfelves,  which  both  have 
been  fo  far  from  confenting  to,  that  nei¬ 
ther  were  confulted  in  framing  them. 
Yet  it  was  objedlcd  by  fome  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  aftemblies,  that  they  negledled  to 
execute  the  ftamp-adt ;  and  that  their  re— 
folves  tended  to  raife  commotions  ;  which 
certainly  was  not  the  caie  here  c  For  all 
thediforders  in  Bofton,  in  which  any  da¬ 
mage  was  done  to  property,  happened 
long  before  the  rclblves  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  here  were  paffed. 

We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  na-  , 
tion  has  been  grofsly  mifinformed  with 
relpedl  to  the  temper  and  behaviour  of  the 

coloniiT-S  :  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  feme 

men 
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men  will  not  ceafe  to  fowthe  feeds  of  jea- 
n  eoar?M  •  r  “  ^one 

in eparable  mifchief;  You  will  do  a  lin- 

Majelty  s  minillers  the  fentiments  of  this 
houfe  contained  in  this  letter,  and  im¬ 
plore  afavourable  confidetation  of  America. 

Signed  by  the  Speaker. 
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T‘ he  following  was  puhlijhed  in  the'  BOS¬ 
TON  GAZETTE,  of  February 

MefTrs.  Edes  &  Gill. 

Pleafe  to  tnfert  the  following. 

MA  Y  it  pleafe  your  - ,  We  have 

fora  longtime  known  your  enmity 
to  this  province.  We  have  full  proof  of 
yout  cruelty  to  a  loyal  people.  No  age 
has  perhaps  furnifhcd  a  more  glaring  in- 
ftance  of  ohftinate  perfeverance  in  the 
path  of  malice,  than  is  now  exhibited  in 
your  —  '  ■■  Could  you  have  reaped  any 

advantage  from  injuring  this  people,  there 
would  have  been  fomc  excufe  for  the  mani¬ 
fold  abufes  with  which  you  have  loaded 
them.  But  when  a  diabolical  thirfl  for 
mifehief  is  the  alone  motive  of  your  con  - 
du6t,  you  m.uft  not  wonder  if  you  arc 
treated  with  open  diflike  ;  for  it  is  impoffi- 
ble,  how  much  foever  we  endeavour  it,  to 
feel  any  efleem  for  a  man  like  you — Bad 
as  the  world  may  be,  there  is  yet  in. every 
bread:  fomething  which  points  out  the 
good  man  as  an  objcdl  worthy  of  refpedf, 
and  marks  the  guileful  treacherous  man- 

hater  for  difguft  and  infamy - : - 

Nothing  has  ever  been  more  intolerable 
than  your  infolence  upon  a  late  occafion, 
when  you  had  by  your  jefuitical  infinuati- 
ons,  induced  a  worthy  minifter  of  date,  to 
form  a  mod  unfavourable  opinion  of  the 
province  in  general,  and  fome  of  the  mod 

refpedable 


(  34  ) 

refpe<fl:able  inhabitants  in  particular;  You 
had  the  effrontery  to  produce  a  letter  from 
his  L  or  dlhip,  as  a  proof  of  your  fuccefs  in 
calumniating  us. — Surely  you  muff  fup- 
pofe  we  have  lolf  all  feeling,  or  you 
would  not  dare  thus  tauntingly  to  difplay 
the  trophies  of  your  danders,  and  upbraid- 
ingly,  to  make  us  fennble  of  the  inexpref- 
lible  misfortunes  which  you  have  brought 
upon  us. - 'But  I  refrain,  left  a  full  re¬ 

presentation  of  the  hardftiips  fullered  by 
this  too  long  infulted  people  fhould  lead 
them  to  an  unwarrantable  revenge.  We 
never  can  treat  good  and  patriotic  rulers 
with  too  great  reverence - But  it  is  cer¬ 

tain  that  men  totally  abandoned  to  wick- 
ednefs,  can  never  merit  our  regard,  be 
their  ftations  ever  fo  high. 

“  Iffuch  men  are  by  God  appointed, 

“  ‘TheDevilmay hethe Lord’s  anointed.’”^ 

A  TRUE  Patriot. 

’’Lhefe  two  Lines  are  taken  from  Rochejht  ’s  Satires. 

BOSTON,’  March  3. 
Tuefdaylaft  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
.  was  pleafed  to  lend  the  following  Mef- 
fage  to  the  Elonourable  His  Majefty’s 
Council 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

fH  A  Y  E  been  ufed  to  treat  the  publi¬ 
cations  in  the  Bcflon-Gazette  with  the 
contempt  theydeferve,  but  when  they  are 
carried  to '  a  length,  which,  if  unnoticed, 

mult 
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muft  endanger  the  very  being  of  govern- 
inent,  I  cannot  confillently  with  the  regard 
to  this  province  winch  I  profefs  and  really 
have,  excufe  invfelffrom  taking  notice  of 

'  O 

a  publication  in  the  Bojlon  Gazette  of  yef- 
terday,  beginning  at  the  top  of  the  fecond 
column  of  the  fecond  page  cf  the  fupple- 
ment.  I  therefore  confulted  you  in  coun¬ 
cil  thereupon,  and  have  received  your  una¬ 
nimous  advice,  that  I  fliould  lay  the  faid 
libellous  paper  before  the  floufe  of  Repre- 
lentatives. 

» 

In  purfuance  of  which  advice,  I  have  or¬ 
dered  the  Secretary  to  communicate  to 
you  tlie  faid  libellous  paper,  that  you 
may  take  the  fame,  together  with  all  the 
circumftances  attending  it,  into  your  feri- 
ous  confideration,  and  do  therein  as  the 
majefly  of  the  King,  the  dignity  of  his 
government,  the  honour  of  this  general 
court,  and  the  true  interell:  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  fliall  require.  FRA.  BERNARD. 
Council-Chamber,  March  i,  1768. 

In  anfiver  to .  zohich,  there  being  the  fall 
number  of  the  council  prefent  excepting 
three  gentlemen,  the  board  unanimoujly 
zoted  the  J'ollowing  addrefs  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency. 

b  oard  have  taken  into  ferious 
X  confideration  your  Excellency’s  mef- 

M  fa 


lase  of  the  firft  inftant,  with  the  Bolion 
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Gazette  communicatd  therewith. 

The  article  in  laid  Gazette,  referred  to 
by  your  Excellency,  gave  the  board  a  real 
concern,  not  only  as  it  is  miichievous 
in  its  tendency,  but  as  it  is  a  falfe,  fcan- 
dalous,  and  impudent  libel  upon  your  Ex¬ 
cellency. 

Although  the  author  of  it  may  endeavour 
to  fereen  himfelf  by  the  omillion  of  a  name, 
yet  as  it  refers  particularly  to  a  tranfadtion 
fo  lately  had  in  the  general  court,  there 
is  the  highefl:  prefumption,  the  intention 
of  it  could  be  no  otherwife  than  to  place 
your  Excellency  in  the  moll  odious  light. 

Such  an  inlolent  and  licentious  attack 
on  the  chief  magiftrate  (the  King’s  repre- 
fentative  in  the  province)  involves  in  it  an 
attack  on  government  itfelf;  as  it  is  fub- 
verfive  of  all  order  and  decorumj  and  ma- 
nifeftly  tends  to  deftroy  the  fubordination, 
that  is  abfolutelyneceflary  to  good  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  well-being  ol  fociety.  It 
would  have  been  flagitious  at  any  time, 
but  being  perpetrated  while  the  general 
court  is  fitting,  and  a  tranfadtion  in  the 
court  the  alledged  occafion  of  it,  it  becomes 
from  thefe  and  other  circumftances,  in  the 
highefl  degree  flagitious ;  and  may  juflly 
be  deemed,  not  only  an  inful t  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  court ;  not  only  an  infult  on  the 
King’s  authority,  and  the  dignity  of  his 

government. 
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government ;  but,  as  it  concludes  with 
the  moft  unwarrantable  profanenefs,  an* 
infult  upon  the  King  of  Kings. 

The  board  thereiore  cannot  but  look 
upon  the  faid  libel  with  the  utmoft  abhor¬ 
rence  and  deteftation  :  and  they  are  firmly 
perfuaded  the  province  in  general  view  it 
in  the  fame  light :  The  threats  therefore 
implied  in  the  faid  libel  cannot  be  the 
threats  of  the  province,  but  of  the  libel¬ 
ler. 

The  board  take  this  opportunity  with 
one  voice  to  aflhre  your  Excellency,  that, 
to  the  utmoif  of  their  power,  they  will 
always  defend  and  fupport  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  King’s  governor  :  and  will 
be  ever  ready  to  do,  in  this  affair,  as  in 
every  other,  whatever  the  majefly  of  the 
King,  the  honour  of  the  general  court,  and 
the  true  intercft  of  this  province,  mall  re¬ 
quire. 

.  I 

H/s  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  y^eturn  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anjwe?\ 

Gentlemen, 

I  T  El  A  N  K  you  moft  heartily  for  this 
addrcfs,  in  which  you  cxprefs  fo  full  and 
unanimous  a  fenfe  ot  your  duty  to  thcKing, 
and  your  refolution  to  lupport  his  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  province.  For  myfclf,  I  am 
fo  fortified  in  a  conlcioulncls  ot  my  own 

M  2  integrity, 
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integrity,  which  has  hitherto  defied  the 
utnioll  malice  to  impeach  it  publickly, 
that  I  am  not  to  be  moved  by  the  impo¬ 
tent  attacks  of  an  anonymous  libeller.  I 
Ihould  not  have  taken  notice  of  the  libel 
in  queflion,  if  I  had  not  apprehended  it 
pregnant  with  danger  to  the  government. 
As  you  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  I  have 
only  to  allure  you,  that  I  will  at  all  times 
moll  readily  join  with  you  in  all  proper 
meafures  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
ing,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
oeople,  within  the  province,  committed  by 
lis  Majelty  to  my  charge. 

FRA.  BERNARD. 

Council-chamber,  March  3,  1768. 

His  Excelleticy  j'ent  the  like  melfage  to  the 
koiij'e  of  reprej'entatives,  as  the  preceding 
to  the  council,  mutatis  mutandis ;  to 
’which  the  hoiife  tnade  the  following  an- 
fwer. 

In  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives March 2, 1768. 

ORDERED,  that  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr. 
Otis,  Colonel  Ward,  Mr.  Spooner,  and 
Capt.  Bradford,  be  a  committee  to  wait 
on  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  the 
following  anfwer  to  his  mellage  of  the  ill 
inllant. 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency 

In  duty  and  great  refpedl  to  his  Majefty's 
reprefentative  and  governor  of  the  province, 
>this  houfe  have  given  all  due  attention  to 
your  meflage  of  the  firft  inftant.  You  are 
pleafed  to  recommend  to  their  ferious  con- 
iideration,  a, publication  in  xht  Bojion  Ga- 
'%ette  of  Monday  laft  as  being  carried  to 
a  length,  which  if  unnoticed,  muft  en- 
•dano:cr  the  verv  beino  of  government.”  In  ‘ 
this  view,  your  Excellency,  in  the  notice 
you  have  taken  of  it,  without  doubt,  adled 
“  coriliftently  with  the  regard  to  this  pro¬ 
vince,  which  you  profefs.” 

We  are  very  forry  that  any  publication 
in  the  news-  paper,  or  any  other  caule,  (hould 
give  your  Excellency  an  apprehenhon  of 
-danger  to  the  being  or  dignity  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  government  here.  But  this  houfe, 
after  examination  into  the  nature  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  paper  referred  to,  cannot  fee 
reafon  to  admit  ol  fuch  conclulion  as  your 
Excellency  has  formed.  No  particular  per- 
fon  public  or  private  is  named  in  it :  And  as 
it  doth  not  appear  to  the  houfe,  that  any 
thing  contained  in  it  can  afleft  “  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  King,  the  dignity  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  the  honour  of  the  general  court, 
or  the  true  interefl;  of  the  province,”  they 
think  they  may  be  fully  juftilied  in  their  de-  _ 
termination  to  take  no  further  notice  of  it. -f- 

The  divihon  upon  this  queftion  was  56  to  iS. - Tt  was  afterwards 

given  in  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  to  prclent  the  piece  as  a  libel.  1  hey 
refufed  to  find  the  bill.  And  thus  the  matter  Hood  when  the  lall  advices 
*  came  from  BoHon, 
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’Tlie  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  a  great  bul- 
v/ark  of  the  liberty  of  tlie  people  :  It  is 
therefore  the  incumbent  duty  of  thofe  who 
are  conftituted  the  guardians  of  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  right,  to  defend  and  maintain  it. 
"1  his  houle,  however,  as  one  branch  of  the 
legillature,  in  which  capacity  alone  they 
have  any  authority,  are  ready  to  difeoun- 
tenance  an  abufe  of  this  privilege,  when¬ 
ever  there  fliall  be  occafion  for  it  ;  Should 
the  proper  bounds  of  it  be  at  any  time 
tranlgreffed,  to  the  prejudice  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  or  the  public,  it  is  their  opinion  at 
prefent,  that  provifion  is  already  made  for 
the  punifliment  of  offenders  in  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  of  the  law.  This  provifion, 
the  houfe  apprehend,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  tranquility  in  the  province,  is  fufficient, 
without  the  interpofition  of  the  general  af- 
fembly  j  which,  however  it  is  hoped,  will 
at  all  times  be  both  ready  and  wilii  ig  to 
fupport  the  executive  power  in  the  due  ad- 
miniflration  of  juftice,'  whenever  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  aid  fliall  become  needful. 

^he  divifion  tn  the  houfe  upon  this  mejfage 

was  39  to  ju. 


BOSTON,  (Friday)  March  4,  1,768. 
This  day  his  Excellency  the  Governor  pro¬ 
rogued  the  great  and  general  court  unto 
Wednefday  the  13th  of  April  next,  af¬ 
ter  making  the  following  fpeech. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  hoiife  of  Reprefeittativcs. 

THE  moderation  and  good  temper, 
which  appeared  to  regulate  your  condudt 
at  the  opening  this  feffion,  fo  ilattered  me 
that  I  promifed  myfelf  that  the  hke  dif- 
pofition  would  have  continued  to  the  ena 
of  it.  Bur  I  am  lorry  to  find  that  the  lo¬ 
vers  of  contention,  have  ihcwcd  themfelves 
not  fo  intent  upon  preventing  it,  as  upon 
waiting  lor  a  fit  opportunity  to  revive  it. 
The  extraordinary  and  indecent  obferva- 
tions  which  have  been  made  upon  the  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State’s  letter,  wrote,  as  I  may 
fay  in  the  prelcnce  of  the  king  himfelf, 
will  fully  jufiify  this  luggedion.  Tlic 
caufes  of  the  cenlurc  therein  contained  have 
been  fpecifically  affigned  and  let  forth  in 
the  letter  itfelf.  Thefe  caufes  are  fads 
univcrfally  known,  and  no  where  to  be 
denied  ;  they  are  confidered  in  the  letter 
as  the  foie  caufes  of  the  cenfure  confequeat 
thereto  ;  and  there  was  no  occafion  to  re¬ 
fort  to  my  letters  or  any  other  letters  for 
other  reafons  for  it.  If  you  think  that  tins 
cenfure  is  lingular,  you  deceive  yourfelves  j 
and  you  are  not  fo  well  informed  of  what 
pafles  at  Wellminfter  as  you  ought  to  be, 
if  you  do  not  know  that  it  is  as  general  and 
extenfive  as  the  knowledge  of  theqnoceed- 
ing  to  which  it  is  applied  :  And  therefore 
all  your  inlinuations  againfl  me,  upon  falfc 
fupoofitions  of  my  having  mifreprefentej 

you. 
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V  y  *-  / 

you,  are  vain  and  groundlels,  wiien  every 
eftedt  IS  to  be  accounted  for  ironi  plain  nar¬ 
rative  of  fadts  wbich  muff  have  appeared 
to  tlie  Secretary  of  State  from  your  own 
journals.  It  is  not  therefore  me,  gentle¬ 
men,  that  you  call  to  account  :  it  is  the 
noblewriter  of  the  letter  liimfelf,the  King’s 
miniflerof  llate,  v/ho  has  taken  the  liber¬ 
ty  to  find  fault  with  the  condudt  of  a  party 
in  your  aifembly. 

Nor  am  1  lefs  innocent  of  the  makino- 
this  letter  a  fubjedt  of  public  relentmentt 
When  upon  the  befl;  advice,  I  found  my- 
felf  obliged  to  communicate  it  to  you,  I 
did  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  might  not, 
and  would  not,  if  you  had  been  pleafed, 
have  tranfpired  out  of  the  general  court. 
Prudent  men,  moderate  men  would  have 
conlidered  it  as  an  admonition  rather  than 
a  cenfure,  and  have  made  ufe  of  it  as  a 
means  of  reconciliation,  rather  than  of 
further  diftradlion  :  But  there  arc  men  to 
whofe  being  (I  mean  the  being  of  their 
importance)  eyerlafting  contention  is  ne- 
celiary.  And  by  thele  has  this  letter  been 
dragged  into  public,  and  has  been  tlie  fub- 
jedl  of  declamatory  obfervations ;  which 
together  with  large  extracTrs  of  the  letter 
itfelf,  have  immediately  after  been  carried 
to  the  prefs  of  the  publifliers  of  an  infa¬ 
mous  news-paper;  notwithftanding  the 
letter  had  been  communicated  in  a  confi¬ 
dence 
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dence  that  no  copy  of  it  fliould  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  be  taken.  So  little  have  availed  the 
noble  Lord’s  intentions  of  pointing  out  the 
means  of  rclforing  peace  and  harmony  to 
this  government,  and  my  dehre  to  purfi^e 
fuch  falutary  purpofe  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
power. 

Having  faid  thus  much  to  vindicate  my- 
felf,  which  every  honeft  man  has  a  right 
to  do,  I  muft  add,  that  I  have  done  no¬ 
thing  on  my  part  to  occafion  a  diipute 
between  me  and  your  houle  j  it  has  been 
forced  upon  me  by  particular  perfons 
for  their  own  purpofes.  I  never  will  have 
any  difpute  with  the  reprcfentatives  of  this 
good  people  which  I  can  prevent,  and  will 
always  treat  them  with  Que  regard,  and 
render  them  real  fervice  when  it  is  in  my 
power.  Time  and  experience  wil;  iooii 
pull  the  mafks  off  thofe  falle  patriots,  who 
are  facrificing  their  country  to  the  gratih- 
cation  of  their  own  paffions.  in  the  mean 
while,  I  fliailwith  more  firmnefs  Liranever, 
if  it  is  poffible,  purfue  that  ftead)  condudf, 
which  the  fervice  of  the  King  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  this  government  fo  lorcibly  de¬ 
mand  of  me.  And  I  lhail,  above  all,  endea¬ 
vour  to  Jefeiiil  this  injured  country  from 
the  iu>putations  which  are  caft  upon  it, 
and  the  evils  which  threaten  it,  arifing 
from  the  machinations  of  a  few,  very  few, 

N  difeontented 
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difcontented  men,  and  by  no  means  to  be 
cliarged  on  the  generality  of  the  people. 

Gentlemen  of  the  council, 

I  return  you  thanks  for  your  fteady,  uni¬ 
form  and  patriotic  condud  during  this 
whole  fedlon,  which  has  fhewn  you  im- 
prefled  with  a  full  fenfe  of  your  duty  both 
to  your  king  and  to  your  country.  The 
iin3.niiTioiis  cx3.mplc  of*  men  of  your  re** 
fpedable  charaders,  cannot  fail  of  having 
great  weight  to  engage  the  people  in  gene¬ 
ral,  to  unite  in  proper  means  to  put  an  end 
to  the  dilTention,  which  has  fo  longharraf- 
fed  this  province  in  its  internal  policy,  and 
difgraced  it  in  its  reputation  abroad,  I 
fhall  not  fail  to  make  a  faithful  reprefen- 
tation  to  his  Majefly  of  your  merit  upon 
this  occalion. 

Council-Chamber,  March  4,  1768. 


boston, 

MeJJieurs  Edes  and  Gill, 

Pleafe  to  infert  the  following. 

_  M  Y  firft  peformance,  has  by  a  drange 
kind  of  compliment,  been  by  fome  applied 
to  hisExcellency  Gov.  Bernard.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  account  for  the  conftrudion  put 
upon  it.  Every  man  has  a  right  to  make 
his  own  remarks,  and  if  he  fatisfies  himfelf 
he  will  not  difpleafe  me.  I  will  however 

inform 
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inform  the  public,  that  I  have  the  mod  fa- 
crcd  regard  to  the  charadters  of  all 
men,  and  would  fooner  cut  my  hand  froni 
my  body,  than  drike  at  the  reputation  ot 
an  honed  member  of  the  community  :  But 
there  are  circumdances,  in  which  notjuf- 
tice  alone,  but  humanity  itfelf,  obliges  us 
to  hold  up  the  villain  to  view,  and  expofe 
his  guilt,  to  prevent  his  dedroymg  the  in¬ 
nocent.  Whoever  he  is,  whofe  confcience 
tells  him  he  is  not  the  monder  I  have  por- 
traited,  may  red  affured,  I  did  not  aim  at 
him  ;  but  the  perfon  who  knows  the  black 
pifture  exhibited,  to  be  his  own,  is  wel¬ 
come  to  take  it  to  himfelf.  The  impu¬ 
tation  of  difaffedion  to  the  king  and  the 
government,  brought  againd  me  by  his 
Majedy’s  council,  I  (hall  anfwer  only  by 
a  quotation  from  the  paper  which  they  have 
been  pleafed  to  cenfure,  where  I  fay,  “  We 
can  never  treat  good  and  patriotic  rulers 
with  too  great  reverence.”  In  which  fen- 
tence  I  hope  the  honourable  board  will 
j-jot  fay,  I  have  omitted  to  declaie  my  fen- 
timents  of  the  duty  which  every  good  fub- 
jed  owes  to  his  prefeiw  Majcdy,  and  all 
worthy  fubordinate  magldratcs.  And  T 
datter  myfelf,  that  the  fentiments  of  the 
board  coincide  with  mine  ;  if  they  do  not, 
J  mud  dident  from  them.  1  lieu  chaigc 
of  profanenefs,  I  humbly  apprehend,  was 
occafioned  by  their  forcing  a  fenfe  upon  the 

N  2  two 
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two  laft  lines,  totally  different  from  what 
I  intended  they  fliould  convey.  My  defio-n 
was  to  compare  wicked  men,  and  efpe- 

miis^  .magiflrates,  to  thofe  ene- 

hnla  f  "!—  ^  themfelves  might 

boalf  of  divine  authority  to  feduce  and  ruin 

mankind  with  as  much  reafon  andjuftice, 

as  w.c^ed  rulers  can  pretend  to  derive  from 

,  oi  nom  his  word,  a  right  to  opnrefs 

barra.s  aia^d  enHave  their  fellow  cidten  ’ 

The  oenefiecK  Lord  of  llie  ooieerii  de- 

Aod  1’’"  happinefs  of  all  rnei: 

•  “  '^''''1  government  is  of  divine 

inltKution,  it  was  calculated  for  the  m-eat- 

e  good  of  the  whole  community  f  And 
whenever  it  ceafe?  to  be  of  general  advan¬ 
tage,  It  ceafes  to  be  of  divine  apooint- 
mrnt ;  and  the  magiftrates,  in  fuch  a'com- 

1  .d  *  *  ,  no  claim  to  that  honour  which 

the  divine  legillature  has  affigned  to  ma- 
giflrates  of  his  eledion.  I  hope  the  ho¬ 
nourable  board  will  not  condemn  a  man 
tor  expreffing  his  contempt  for  the  odious 
doctrines  of  divine  hereditary  right  in 
princes,  and  of  paflive  obedience,  which 

he  thinks  diihonorary  to  Almighty  God 
the  common  and  impartial  Father  of  the 
Ip^ies,  and  ruinous  both  to  kings  and  fub- 
jecls  ;  and  which,  if  adhered  to,  would 
detmone  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  deftroy 
the  Bntilh  nation.  The  honourable  board 
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is  humbly  requefted  to  examine,  whether 
the  above  is  not  the  moft  natural  and  ob¬ 
vious  fenfe  of  the  quoted  lines  ;  Certainly 
when  I  read  them,  I  thought  it  the  only 
fenfe  and  I  fliall  think  myfelf  very  un¬ 
happy  my  readers,  Ihould  they  generally 
qut  that  conftruftion  upon  them  which  the 
honourable  board  have  been  pleafed  to 
adopt. 

I  thall,  at  all  times,  write  myfentiments 
with  freedom,  and  with  decency  too  ;  the 
rules  of  which  I  am  not  altogether  unac¬ 
quainted  with.  While  the  prefs  is  open, 
fliall  publifli  whatever  I  think  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  general  emolument ;  when  it 
is  fuppreded,  I  lhall  look  upon  my  coun- 
tiy  as  loft,  and  with  a  fteady  fortitude  ex- 
ped;  to  feel  the  general  fhock  ! 

A  TRUE  Patriot. 


In  thehoufe  of  Reprefentatives,  Feb.  13,1 768 

WHEREAS  this  houfe  hath  direded 
that  a  letter  be  fent  to  the  feveral  houfes 
of  Reprefentatives  and  Burgefles  of  theBri- 
tilli  colonies  on  the  continent,  fetting  forth 
the  fentiments  of  thehoufe,  with  regard  to 
the  great  difticulties  that  muft  accme  by 
the  operation  of  divers  ads  of  parliament 
for  .levying  duties  and  taxes  on  tlie  colo¬ 
nies  for  the  foie  and  exprefs  purpofe  oV  rai¬ 
ling  a  revenue,  and  their  proceedimrs  there¬ 
on,  in  an  humble,  loyal  and  dutiful  peti¬ 
tion 
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tion  to  the  King,  and  fuch  reprefentations 
to  his  Majefty’s  minillers  as  they  appre¬ 
hended  might  have  a  tendency  to  their  ob¬ 
taining  relief :  And  whereas  it  is  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  houfe,  that  all  elfedtual  me¬ 
thods  Ihould  be  taken  to  cultivate  a  har¬ 
mony  between  the  feveral  branches  of  this 
government,  as  being  neceffary  to  promote 
the  profperity  of  his  Majefty’s  government 
in  rhe  province  : 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Col.  Preble, 
Mr.  Spooner,  Mr.  Sayward,  and  Mr.  Hall, 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
theGovernor,  and  acquaint  him  thatacopy 
of  the  letter  aforefaid  will  be  laid  before 
him  as  foon  as  it  can  be  drafted,  as  well  as 
of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  relative 
to  faid  affair,  if  he  lhall  defirc  it ;  and 
that  the  faid  committee  humbly  requeft 
that  his  Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to 
favour  the  houfe  with  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne  lately  read  to  the  houfe  by  order  of 
his  Excellency,  and  his  own  feveral  letters 
to  which  it  refers. 

T.  Cushing,  Speaker. 


His  Excellency’s  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Reprefentatives , 
IN  anfwer  to  your  meffage  of  the  13th  in- 
ftant,  I  find  it  neceffary  to  inform  you,  that 
foon  after  the  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Shel- 

burn 
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burn  was  read  in  your  houfe,  I  ordered  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  given  to  the  fpeaker,  /to  be 
ufed  as  he  fhould  think  fit,  upon  condi¬ 
tion  that  no  other  copy  fhould  be  taken 
thereof :  I  am  very  willing  that  the  copy 
in  the  fpeaker’s  hands  fhould  be  commu¬ 
nicated  to  you  in  any  manner  which  is  con- 
fiftent  with  that  reftriilion. 

I  know  of  no  letters  of  my  own  which 
I  think  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  you  upon  this 
occafion. 


I  quite  agree  with  you  in  opinion  that 
all  effeftual  methods  fhould  be  taken  to 
cultivate  an  harmony  between  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  legillature  of  this  govern¬ 
ment,  as  being  neceffary  to  promote  the 
profperity  of  the  province;  and  I  fliall 
chearfully  join  with  you  in  all  proper  mea- 
fures  for  fo  falutary  a  purpofe. 

Council  Chamber t 


February  i6,  1768. 


Fra. Bernard. 


In  the  houfe  of  Repre/entativeSf  Feb.  18,  1768 
ORDERED,  that  Mr.  Hancock,  Major 
Frye,  Col.  Richmond,  Col.  Noyes,  and  Col.  . 
Stoddard,  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  prclent  to 
him  the  following  anfwer  to  his  meffage  of 
the  i6th  inftant. 

T.  Cushing,  Speaker. 

May 
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May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

YOUR  melTage  of  the  i6th  inftant  ha-S 
been  read  and  duly  confidered  in  the  houfe 
of  Reprefentatives.  The  manner,  in  which 
your  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  introduce 
into  this  houfe  the  letter  from  the  right 
honourable  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  by  giv¬ 
ing  orders  to  the  fecretary  to  read  it  with¬ 
out  leaving  a  copy,  appeared  to  be  unpre¬ 
cedented  and  unparliamentary )  but  this 
made  but  a  light  impreflion  on  the  houfe, 
when  the  members  recolleiled,  as  far  as 
they  could,  the  unfavourable  fentiments  his 
lordfliip  thought  himfelf  neceffitated  to 
entertain  of  the  two  houfes  of  this  alfem- 
bly,  and  of  fome  particular  members  in 
this  houfe,  whofe  charaders  in  the  opinion 
of  the  houfe  ftand  unimpeachable.  Un¬ 
der  this  apprehenfion  they  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  their  own  vindication  humbly 
to  requeft  your  Excellency  to  ^vour  them 
with  a  copy  of  his  lordihip’s  letter;  and 
as  it  appeared  to  them  that  his  lordihip  had 
formed  his  fentiments  of  the  two  houfes, 
and  their  members,  from  your  own  letters 
to  which  he  referred,  the  houfe  thought  they 
could  not  do  thernielves  and  their  mem¬ 
bers  julfice,  unlefs  they  could  be  favoured 
with  a  fight  of  them  alfo,  and  according¬ 
ly  requefted  it  of  your  Excellency. 

You  are  pleafed  to  fay  that  you  know 

of  no  letters  of  your  “own  that  you  think 

can 
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can  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  lioufe  upon  this 
occalion.” — The  houfe  did  not  in  their 
vote  or  meflage  fay  what  occahon  they  had. 
to  requeft  them.  But  when  his  lordfhip 
exprefsly  fays,  that  it  appears  from  your 
feveral  letters,  that  your  negativing  coun- 
fellors  in  the  late  eledtions  was  done  with 
due  deliberation  and  judgment,  it  is  natu¬ 
ral  for  the  houfe  to  conclude,  that  yourEx- 
cellencyhad  thought  it  convenient,  to  give 
his  lordihip,the  particular  reafons  you  had, 
for  a  meafure  fo  rare  and  extraordinary. — 
Thefe  reafons  fecm  to  have  prevailed  to 
juftify  your  Excellency  ;  for  his  lordfu'p 
acquaints  you,  that  his  Majefty  is  graciouf- 
lypleafed  to  approve  of  your  having  exert¬ 
ed  the  power  lodged  in  you  by  the  con- 
flitution  of  the  province :  But  unfortunate¬ 
ly  for  the  two  houfes  his  lordlhip  palTes  a 
difterent  judgment  upon  their  condudl,  and 
takes  occafion  to  applaud  the  wifdom  of 
thofe  who  framed  the  charter,  in  providing 
that  a  power  lEould  be  placed  in  the  Go¬ 
vernor  as  an  occaftonal  check  upon  any 
indifereet  ufe  of  the  right  of  eledling  coun- 
lellors.  It  evidently  appears  from  this  paf- 
fage,  that  his  Majefty’s  minifter  has  con¬ 
ceived  an  opinion  of  the  two  houfes,  as  hav- 
ingmade  an  indifereet  ufe  of  a  charter  right. 
The  houfe  were  willing  to  be  convinced 
that  this  opinion  and  other  fentiments  ex- 
prelfed  in  his  lordfliip’s  letter,  which  im- 
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ply  an  high  cenfure  upon  the  two  houfes, 
and  upon  particular  members  of  this  houfe_, 
were  rather  inferences  drawn  from  your 
letters,  in  which  his  lordlliip  might  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  miitake,  than  the  dire£l  expreffion55 
of  it :  Had  your  Excellency  been  pleafed, 
to  have  favoured  them  with  the  copies, 
they  might  have  been  of  ufe  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  fatisfaftury  to  the  houfe  :  But 
as  you  have  thought  proper  to  refufe  theno 
they  are  left  to  conjeClure  with  all  ppffible 
candour,  and  appeal  to  the  world. 

His  Lordinip  is  induced  to  believe,  that 
the  alTembly  have  made  an  indifereet  ufe 
of  their  right  of  chuliiig  couiifellors,  to  the 
exclufion  of  the  principal  ofiicers  of  go¬ 
vernment  from  the  board,  whofe  prefence 
there  as  counfellors  fo  manifeifly  tends  to., 
facilitate  the  courfe  of  public  buiinefs,  and 
who  have  therefore  been  before  this  period 
ufually  eledled ;  and,  that  they  have  thus 
exerted  their  right,  with  a  far  different  in¬ 
tention  from  that,  of  promoting  the  re-ef- 
tablifliment  of  tranquility,  and  evincing  the, 
duty  and  attachment  of  the  colony  towards 
Great-Bntain. — The  houfe  would  be  glad 
to  juftify  this  conifrudtion  of  his  ^ordfhip’s 
letter,  which  is  nearly  in  the  words  of  it, 
by  publifliing  it  in  their  journals,  but  that 
is  inconliftent  with  your  Excellency’s  re- 
flriftions, — This  is  not  the  firff  time  that 
-  his  Majefty’s  minifters  and  even  his  Ma- 

jefty- 
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•jelly  hinifelf,  after  having  had  before  him 
your  Excellency’s  letters,  and  the  inclo- 
fures',  has  thought  it  necelTary  to  form  ari 
opinion  of  his  loyal  fubjeds  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  as  having  a  degree  of  ill  temper  pre¬ 
vailing  among  them  :  And  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  cannot  be  infenfible,  that  the  pre- 
fent  houfe  have  heretofore,  for  the  fake  of 
conciliating  the  minds  of  the  people  and 
reftoringan  unanimity  to  this  general  court; 
requefted  your  Excellehcy  to  give  them  the 
opportunity  of  making  it  evident  to  their 
conllituents,  that  your  letters  had  no  ten¬ 
dency  to  induce  fuch  an  opinion  :  And  the 
houfe  ftill  think  that  nothing  would  tend 
more  to  promote  the  falutary  purpofe  of 
cultivating  an  harmony  between  the  feve- 
ral  branches  of  this  Icgiflature,  in  which 
yourExcellency  exprelles  a  difpofi  tion  chear- 
fully  to  join  with  the  houfe,  than  an  open 
and  urlreferved  explanation  to  each  other  : 
For  this  purpofe,  the  houfe  in  their  meffage 
affured  you;  that  they  were  ready  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  you  their  humble  petition  to  his  Ma- 
jcily,  and  their  repefentations  to  his  mi- 
nillers,  with  all  their  other  proceedings 
upon  the  important  matters  that  have  been 
before  them,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
made  their  reafonable  requeft  of  your  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  letters. 


After 


\ 
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After  having  recited  a  great  part  of  the 
fentirnent  of  his  lordfhip’s  letter,  no  one 
can  be  aftonilhcd  at  the  conclufion  he  is 
pleafed  to  make,  that  under  fuch  circum- 
itances  it  cannot  befurprihng,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  governor  exerts  the  right  entrufted 
to  him  by  the  fame  conftirution,  to  the 
purpofe  of  excluding  thofe  from  the  coun¬ 
cil,  whofe  miftaken  zeal  may  have  led  them 
into  impropei  exceffes,  and  whole  private 
refentments  (and  his  lordfhip  adds,  he 
Ihould  be  forry  to  aferibe  to  them  motives 
ftill  more  blameable)  may  in  your  opinion 
further  lead  them  to  embarrafs  the  admi- 
niilration  and  endanger  the  quiet  of  the 
province. — Surely  his  lordfliip  would  never 
have  pafled  fuch  a  cenfure  upon  the  two 
houfes  of  AlTembly,  nor  upon  particular 
gentlemen  altogether  ftrangers  to  him,  but 
upon  what  he  thought  to  be  the  beft  au¬ 
thority  :  It  is  far  beneath  his  charafter 
and  dignity  to  give  credit,  or  even  to  heark¬ 
en  to  any  account  fo  prejudicial  to  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  province,  and  of  particu¬ 
lar  perfons,  but  what  he  receives  from  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  higheft  ftations  in  it, — Your 
Excellency  then  mud:  allow  the  houfe  to 
believe,  until  they  lhall  be  convinced  to 
the  contrary,  that  your  feveral  letters,  to 
which  his  lorddiip  refers,  are  fo  fully  ex- 
pi  c  ec.  as  to  have  left  his  lorddiip  no  room 
to  lufpecl  that  he  could  be  midaken. 


In 
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In  fuch  a  cafe  your  Excellency  cannot 
think  that  the  houfe  can  remain  in  filence  : 
They  recommend  to  their  injured  mem¬ 
bers  a  becoming  calmnefs  and  fortitude  ; 
and  take  this  occalion  to  bear  a  teftimony 
to  their  zeal  for  the  honour  of  their  king 
and  the  rights  of  their  conftituents  :  But 
the  charadter  of  the  people  whom  this 
houfe  reprefent,  as  well  as  their  own  ho¬ 
nour  is  at  flake,  and  requires  them  to  take 
every  prudent  meafure  for  their  own  vin¬ 
dication.  The  houfe  are  truly  forry  that 
this  new  occalion  of  miflrufl  and  jealoufy 
has  happened,  but  they  can  never  be  fo 
wanting  to  themfelves,  as  to  omit  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  removing  from  his  Lordfhip’s 
mind  the  unfavourable  impreffions  which 
appear  by  his  letters,  and  what  is  of  much 
greater  importance  to  them  of  flanding  be¬ 
fore  their  Sovereign  in  their  own  juft  cha- 
radter  of  loyal  fubjedts. 

February  23,  1768 

The  fecretary  went  down  to  the  houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  with  the  following  mef- 
fage  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
which  to  prevent  miftakes  was  reduced 
to  writing,  and  a  copy  thereof  delivered 
to  the  fpeaker. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  AM  ordered  by  his  Excellency  to  in¬ 
form  you  that  as  this  houfe  has  thought  fit 

to 
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4 

lb  permit  their  meflage  of  Feb.  i8th,  con¬ 
taining  extrablsfrom  the  Secretary  Of  State’s 
letter  with  obfervations  upon  it  to  be  print¬ 
ed  in  a  common  news-paper,  it  is  to  net 
purpofe  to  continue  the  relfridlion  againft 
granting  copies  of  fuch  letter  :  He  there- 
lore  confents  that  it  may  be  entered  upon 
the  journal  of  the  houfe. 

p  7 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  to  his  Excellency  Gov. 
Bernard,  dated  Whitehall,  17  Septem¬ 
ber  1767,  which  was  read  to  the  houfe 
by  order  of  his  Excellency,  and  occa- 
lioned  the  letter  to  his  lordfliip  inferted 

P-  55- 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  lignifytoyou 
his  Majeflry’s  approbation  of  your  condudl^ 
and  to  acquaint  you,  that  he. is  gracioully 
pleafed  to  approve  of  your  havdng  exerted 
the  power  lodged  in  you  by  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  province  of  Maflachufetts  bay,- 
of  negativing  counfellors  in  the  late  elec¬ 
tion,  which  appears  from  your  feveral  let¬ 
ters  to  have  been 'done fwith  due  delibera¬ 
tion  and  judgment. 

Thofe  who  framed  the  prefent  charter 
very  wifely  provided  that  this  power  fliould 
be  placed  in  the  govenior  as  an  occafional 
check  upon  any  indifereet  ufe  of  the  I'ight 
of  eledling  counfellors,  which  was  given 
by  charter  to  the  ail'erably,  which  might 

at 
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at  certain  periods  by  an  improper  exercife^^ 
have  a  tendency  to  cUfturb  the  delibera¬ 
tions  of  that  part  of  the  legiflatiire,  from 
whom  the  greateft  gravity  and  moderation 
is  more  peculiarly  expected.  As  long 
therefore  as  the  aficmbly  (IkiII  exert  their 
right  of  eledtion  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
principal  officers  of  government,  from 
council,  whofe  prefence  there,  as  coun- 
fellors,  fo  manifeiily  tends  to  facilitate  the 
courfc  of  public  bulinefs,  and  who  have 
therefore  been  before  this  period  ufually 
eledted,  and  whilft,  in  particular,  they  ex¬ 
clude  men  of  fuch  unexceptionable  charac¬ 
ters  as  both  the  prefent  lieutenant  gover¬ 
nor  and  fecretary  undoubtedly  are,  and  that 
too,  at  a  time  when  it  is  more  peculiarly 
the  duty  of  all  parts  of  the  conftitution  to 
promote  the  re-eflabliffiment  of  tranqui¬ 
lity,  and  no.t  forego  the  leaft  occalion  of 
evincing  the  duty  and  attachment  of  iho 
colony  towards  Great-Britain  ,  it  cannot, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  be  furprizing 
that  his  Majeftyds  governor  exerts  the  right 
entrufted  to  him  by  the  fame  conftitution, 
to  the  purpofe  of  excluding  thofefrom  the 
council  whofe  miitaken  zeal  may  have  led 
them  into  improper  exceffies,  and  whofe 
private  refentments  (and  I  ffiould  be  forry 
to  aferibe  to  them  motives  ftill  more  bla- 
meable)  may  in  your  opinion  further  lead 

them 
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them  to  embarrafs  the  admin iftration  and 
endanger  the  quiet  of  the  province. 

rhe  difpute  which  has  arifen  concern¬ 
ing  the  lieutenant  governor’s  being  pre- 
ient  without  a  voice,  at  the  deliberations 
of  the  council,  is  no  otherwife  important, 
than  as  it  tends  to  fhew  a  v/armth  in  the 
houfe  of  Reprefen tatives  which  I  am  ex- 
trpnely  forry  for. — There  is  no  pretence 
of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  pre-- 
fence  of  the  lieutenant  governor  in  coun¬ 
cil,  there  is  no  novelty  in  the  pradbice,  and 
there  is  an  apparent  utility  and  propriety  in 
admitting  htm  to  be  prefent  at  the  delibe¬ 
rations  of  the  council,  who  may  be  fudden- 
ly  called  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  If  this  oppolition  to  the  lieute¬ 
nant-governor’s  fitting  in  council,  is  to 
be  confidered  as  perfonal,  it  muft  appear 
here  very  extraordinary,  that  a  perfon  of  his 
very  refpedable  charadler,  and  whofe  learn¬ 
ing  and  ability  have  been  exerted  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  America,  fhould  yet  meet  with  fo 
much  animofity  and  ill-will  in  a  province, 
which  feems  to  owe  him  particular  obliga¬ 
tions.  But  the  queftion  concerning  his  ad- 
miffion  feems  to  lie  after  all  in  the  breaft 
of  the  council  only,  as  being  the  proper 
judges  of  their  own  privileges,  and  as  hav- 
ing  the  bell  right  to  determine  whom  they 

will 
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will  admit  to  be  prei'ent  at  their  delibera- 

As  to  what  concerns  the  agency  ot  tne 
province,  it  is  doubtlefs  a  point  that  me¬ 
rits  attention :  But  as  matters  of  this  na¬ 
ture  from  other  provinces  have  been  here- 
tofore  under  the  confideration  of  the  lords 
of  trade,  'his  Majefty  has  been  P^ed  to 
refer  the  whole  matter  to  their  lordfliips 
for  their  report,  before  any  determination 

{hall  be  taken  thereupon.  , 

I  am  to  inform  you.  Sir,  tnat  it  is  hi 
Maiefly’s  determined  refolution  to  extend 
to  you  his  countenance  and  protedion  in 
every  conflitutional  meafure  that  fliall  be 
found  necefPary  for  the  fupport  of  his  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  Maffachufctt’s-bay  :  And 
it  will  be  your  care  and  your  duty  to  avail 
vourfelf  of  fuch  protedion  in  thofe  cajes 
only,  where  the  honour  and  dignity  ot  his 
Majefty’s  government  is  really  either  me¬ 
diately  or  immediately  concerned. 

It  is  unneceffary  to  obferve  that  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Englifla  conftitution  is  fuch  as 
to  furnifh  no  real  ground  of  jealouly  to  the 
colonies,  and  where  there  is  fo  large  a 
foundation  of  confidence,  it  cannot  be,  but 
that  accidental  jealoufies  muft  iubfide,  and 
thin<^s  again' return  to  their  proper  and  na- 
turaf  courfe ;  the  extremes  even  of  legal 

rieht,  on  either  fide,  though  fometimes 
®  p  neceflaiy 
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neceffary,  are  always  inconvenient,  and 
men  of  real  property,  who  muft  be  fen- 
hble  that  their  own  profperity  is  conned- 
ed  with  the  tranquility  of  the  province,  will 

he  K  ^  inadive,  fuffer  their  quiet  to 
he  d.fturbed,  and  the  peace  and  fafetyof 

the  ffate  endangered  by  the  indifcretion  or 
relentment  of  any. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard, 

Sir,  your  mod:  obedient 

humble  lervant, 

SHELBURNE. 
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The  following  Diflertatlon,  which 
was  written  at  BoJIony  in  Nem 
England y  in  the  year  1765,  anel 
then  printed  there  in  the  Gazette, 
being  very,  curious,-  and  having 
Connexion  with  this  Publication, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  reprint  it. 

The  Author  of  it,  is  faicl  to  have 
been,  Jeremy  GRiotEv,  Efq; 
Attorney  General  of  the  Province 
of  Majfachufei’s  Bay,  Member  of 
the  General  Court,  Colonel  of  the 
lirfl:  Regiment  of  Militia,  Preli- 
dent  of  the  Marine  Society,  and 
Grand  Mailer  of  the  Free  Mafons. 
He  died  at  Bojl  ony  Sept,  7,  1767. 

A  Dijfertation  on  the  Canon  and  the 

Feudal  Law. 

“  Ignorance  and  inconfideration,  ara 
the  two  great  caufes  of  the  ruin  of  man¬ 
kind.”  —  This  is  an  obfervation  of  Dr. 
Fillotfon,  with  relation  to  the  intereft  of 
his  fellow  -men,  in  a  future  and  immortal 
ftate  :  But  it  is  of  equal  truth  and  impor- 

K  tance, 
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tancG,  if  applied  to  the  happiuefs  of  men 
in  fociety,  on  this  fide  the  grave.  —  In 
the  earlieft  ages  of  the  world,  abfolute 
Monarchy^  feeins  to  have  been  the  univer- 
fal  form  of  government.  —  Kings,  and  a 
few  of  their  great  counfellors  and  captains, 
cxercifed  a  cruel  tyranny  over  the  people, 
who  held  a  rank  in  the  fcale  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  in  thofe  days,  but  little  higher 
than  the  camels  and  elephants,  that  car-- 
ried  them  and  their  engines  to  war. 

By  what  caufes  it  was  brought  to  pafs, 
that  the  people  in  the  middle  ages,  became 
more  intelligent  in  general,  would  not  per¬ 
haps  be  poffible  in  thefe  days  to  difeover 
But  the  fadl  is  certain  and  wherever  a 
general  knowledge  and  fenfbility  have 
prevailed  among  the  people,  arbitrary  go¬ 
vernment  and  every  kind  of  oppreffion 
have  lefl'ened  and  difappeared  in  propor¬ 
tion. — Man  has  certainly  an  exalted  foul ! 
and  the  faitie  principle  in  human  nature  ; 
that  afpi'ring  noble  principle,  founded  in 
benevolence  and  cheriilied  by  knowledge, 
I  mean  the  love  of  power,  which  has  been 
fo  often  the  caufe  of  Jlavery,  has,  whene¬ 
ver  freedom  has  exifted,  been  the  caufe 
of  freedom.  If  it  is  this  principle,  that 
has  always  prompted  the  princes  and  no¬ 
bles  of  the  earth,  by  every  fpecies  of  fraud 
and  violence,  to  fhake  oft  all  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  their  power  ;  it  is  the  fame  that 
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iias  always  ftlmulated  the  common  people 
to  afpire  at  independency,  and  to  endea¬ 
vour  at  confining  the  power  of  the  great, 
within  the  limits  of  equity  and  reafon.  ■ 
The  poor  people,  it  is  true,  have  been 
•much  lefs  fuccelsful  than  the  great  ■ 
They  have  feldom  found  either  leifurc  or 
opportunity  to  form  an  union  and  exert 
their  ftrength  —  ignorant  as  they  were  ot 
arts  and  letters,  they  have  feldom  been 
able  to  frame  and  fupport  a  regular  oppo- 
fition.  This,  however,  has  been  known 
by  the  great,  to  be  the  temper  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  they  have  accordingly  laboured, 
in  all  ages  to  wrefi;  from  the  populace,  as 
they  are  contemptuoufly  called,  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  rights  and  wrongs,  and  the 
power  to  affert  the  former  or  redrefs  the 
latter.  I  fay  Rights,  for  fuch  they  have, 
undoubtedly,  antecedent  to  all  eaithly  ^o- 
\evnment— Rights,  that  cannot  be  repeal¬ 
ed  or  reftrained  by  human  laws  Rights, 
derived  from  the  great  Legiflator  of  the 


univerfe.  .  ,  . 

Since  the  promulgation  of  chriiiianity, 

the  two  greateff  fyftems  of  tyranny,  that 
have  fprung  from  this  original,,  are  the 
canon  and  the  Jeudal  law  — ^  The  defire^  of 
dominion,  that  great  principle  by  which, 
we  have  attempted  to  account  for  fo>  much 
good,  and  fo  much  evil,  is,  when  proper, -v 
ly  reftrained,  a  very  ufeful  and  noble  move-.. 
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ment  in  the  human  mind  :  But  when  fuch 
reftaints  are  taken  off,  it  becomes  an  in- 
croaching,  grafping,  redlefs  and  ungovern¬ 
able  power.  Numberlefs  have  been  the 
iyftems  of  iniquity,  contrived  by  the  great, 
for  the  gratification  of  this  paffion  in 
themfelves ;  but  in  none  of  them  were 
they  ever  more  fuccefsful,  than  in  the  in¬ 
vention  and  eftablilhment  of  the  canon  and 
the,  feudal  law. 

By  the  former  of  thefe,  the  moft  refined, 
fublime,  extenfive,  and  aftonilhing  con- 
ffitution  of  policy,  that  ever  was  conceived 
by  the  mind  of  man,  was  framed  by  the 
Romifh  clergy  for  the  aggrandifement  of 
their  own  order.  All  the  epithets  I  have 
here  given  to  the  Romilh  policy  are  juft  i 
and  will  be  allowed  to  be  fo,  when  it  is 
confidered,  that  they  even  perfuaded  man¬ 
kind  to  believe,  faithfully  and  undoubt- 
ingly,  that  God  Almighty  had  intrufted 
them  with  the  keys  of  Heaven  •,  whofe 
gates  they  might  open  and  clofe  'at  plea- 
fure — with  a  power  of  difpenfation  over 
all  the  rules  and  obligations  of  morality — 
with  authority  to  licenfe  all  forts  of  fins 
and  crimes — with  a  power  of  depofing 
princes,  •  and  abfolving  fubjeds  from  after 
giance — with  a  power  of  procuring  or 
with-holding  the  rain  of  heaven  and  the 
beams  of  the  fun — with  the  management 
of  earthquakes,  peftilence  and  famine. — 

Nay 


(  1^5  ) 

Nay  with  the  rnyflerious,  awful,  incom- 
prehenfiblc  power  of  creating  out  of  bread 
and  wine,  the  flefli  and  blood  of  God 
himfelf. — All  thefe  opinions  they  were 
enabled  to  fpread  and  rivet  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  reducing  their  minds  to  a  date  of 
fordid  ignorance  and  daring  timidity  j  and 
by  infufing  into  them  a  religious  horror  of 
letters  and  knowledge.  Thus  was  human 
nature  chained  fad  for  ages,  in  a  cruel, 
fhameful  and  deplorable  fervitude,  to  him 
and  his  fubordinate  tyrants;  who,  it  was 
foretold,  would  exalt  himfelf  above  all 
that  was  called  God,  and  that  was  wor- 
Ihipped. — 

in  the  latter  we  find  another  fydem  li- 
milar  in  many  refpedls  to  the  former; 
which,  although  it  was  originally  formed 
oerhaps  for  the  neceifary  defence  of  a  bar- 
aarous  people,  againd  the  inroads  and  in- 
vafions  of  her  neighbouring  nations ;  yet, 
for  the  fame  purpofes  of  tyranny,  cruelty 
and  lud,  which  had  didtated  the  canon  law, 
it  was  foon  adopted  by  almod  all  the  Prin¬ 
ces  of  Europe,  and  wrought  into  the  con- 
ditutions  of  their  government.  —  It  was 
originally  a  code  of  laws,  for  a  vad  army  in 
a  perpetual  encampment. — The  general 
was  inveded  with  the  fovereign  propriety 
of  all  the  lands  within  the  territory. — Of 
him,  as  his  fervants  and  vadals,  the  lird 
rank  of  his  great  officers  held  the  lands; 

and 


and  in  the  fame  manner,  the  other  fubor- 
dinatc  officers  held  of  them  ;  and  all  ranks 
and  degrees,  held  their  lands,  by  a  variety 
of  duties  and  fervices,  all  tending  to  bind 
the  chains  the  fafl:er,on  every  order  of  man¬ 
kind.  In  this  manner,  the  common  people 
were  held  together,  in  herds  and  clans, 
in  a  hate  of  fervile  dependance  on  their 
Lords,  bound,  even  by  the  tenure  of 
their  lands  to  follow  them,  whenever  they 
commanded,  to  their  Vvars  ,  and  in  a  hate 
of  total  ignorance  of  every  thing  divine 
and  human,  excepting  the  ufe  of  arms, 
and  the  culture  of  their  lands. 

But,  another  event  ftill  more  calami¬ 
tous  to  human  liberty  was  a  wicked  con¬ 
federacy,  between  the  two  fyftems  of  ty¬ 
ranny  above  deicribed. — It  feems  to  have 
been  even  ftipulated  between  them,  that 
the  temporal  grandees  fhould  contribute 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  maffitain  the 
afcendency  of  the  priefthood  ;  and  that 
the  fpiritual  grandees,  in  their  turn,  ffiould 
employ  that  afcendancy  over  the  confei- 
'  ences  of  the  people,  in  impreffing  on  their 
minds,  a  blind,  implicit  obedience  to  ci¬ 
vil  maghlracy. 

Thus,  as  long  as  this  confederacy  lalled, 
and  the  people  were  held  in  ignorance  j 
Liberty,  and  with  her,  knowledge,  and 
virtue  too,  feem  to  have  delerted  the 
earth ;  and  one  age  of  darknefs  lucceeded 

another, 


another,  till  God,  in  his  l3enign  Provi¬ 
dence,  raifed  up  the  champions,  who  be¬ 
gan  and  conducted  the  Refoimation.— 
From  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  to 
the  firll  fettlement  of  America,  know¬ 
ledge  gradually  fpread  in  Europe,  but  ef- 
pecially  in  England  ;  and  in  proportion  as 
that  increafed  and  fpread  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  tyranny,  which 
I  ufe  as  fynonimous  expreffions,  for  the 
ccinoji  and  Jeudal  laws,  feeni  to  have  loll 
their  ftrength  and  weight.  The  people 
grew  more  and  more  fenlible  of  the  wrong 
that  was  done  them,  by  thefe  fyftems, 
more  and  more  impatient  under  it  y  and 
determined  at  all  hazards  to  rid  thcmfelves 
of  it ;  till,  at  laft,  under  the  execrable 
race  of  the  Stuarts,  the  druggie  between 
the  people  and  the  confederacy  aforcfaid 
of  temporal  and  fpiritual  tyranny,  became 
formidable,  violent  and  bloody. — 

It  was  this  great  druggie  that  peopled 
America. — It  was  not  religion  alone,  as  is 
commonly  fuppofed  ;  but  it  was  a  love  of 
univerfcil  liberty,  and  an  hatred,  a  dread, 
an  horror  of  the  infernal  confederacy  before 
deferibed,  that  projefted,  conduced,  and 
accomplifhed  the  fettlement  of  America. 

It  was  a  refolution  formed  by  a  fenfible 


people,  I  mean  the  jnmtans  almod  in  def- 
They  had  become  intelligent  in 
,  and  many  of  them  learned. — 

For 


pair. 

general 
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For  this  fadi:  I  have  the  teftimony  of  Arch- 
bifhop  King  himfelf,  who  obferved  of  that 
people,  that  they  were  more  intelligent,, 
and  better  read  than  even  the  members 

f  ''^hom  he  cenfures  warm¬ 

ly  for  that  reafon.-This  people  had  been 
lo  vexed,  and  tortured  by  the  powers  of 
thofe  days,  for  no  other  crime  than  their 
knowledge  and  their  freedom  of  enquiry 
and  examination  ;  and  they  had  fo  much 
lealon  to  defpair  of  deliverance  from  thofe 
mileries  on  that  fide  the  ocean,  that  they 
at  lalf  refolved  to  fly  to  the  naildernefs  for 
refuge,  from  the  temporal  and  fpiritual' 
principalities  and  powers,  and  plagues, 
and  fcourges  of  their  native  country. 

After  their  arrival  here,  they  began  their 
fettlement,  and  formed  their  plan  both  of 
ecclefiaftical  and  civil  government,  in  di- 
rcdl  oppofition  to  canon  and  the  feudal 
fyftems.-— The  leading  men  among  them, 
both  of  tne  clergy  and  the  laity  were  men 
of  fenfe  and  learning  :  To  many  of  them, 
the  hiftorians,  orators,  poets  and  philofo- 
phers  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  quite  fa¬ 
miliar  ;  and  fome  of  them  have  left  libra¬ 
ries  that  are  flill  in  beings  confifling 
chiefly  of  volumes,  in  which  the  wifdom 
of  the  mofl;  enlightened  ages  and  nations 
IS  depolited,  written  however  in  langua¬ 
ges,  which  their  great  grandfons,  though 
educated  tn  European  Umverfties,  can 
fcarcely  read.  Thus 
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irhus  accompliflied  were  many  of  the 
hrft  planters  of  thefe  colonies.  It  may  be 
thought  polite  and  fafhionable,  by  many 
modern  fine  gentlemen  perhaps,  to  deride 
the  charadlers  of  thefe  perfons  as  enthiifi- 
aftical,  fuperftitious  and  republican :  But 
fuch  ridicule  is  founded  in  nothing  but 
foppery  and  affectation,  and  is  grofly  in¬ 
jurious  and  falfe. — Religious  to  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  enthufiafm,  it  may  be  admitted 
they  were  •,  but  this  can  be  no  peculiar 
derogation  from  their  character,  becaufe 
it  was  at  that  time  almoft  the  univerfal 
character  not  only  of  England  but  of 
Chriftendom.  Had  this  however  been 
Dtherwife,  their  enthufiafmj  confidering 
the  principles  in  which  it  was  founded, 
and  the  ends  to  which  it  was  directed,  far 
from  being  a  reproach  to  them,  was  great¬ 
ly  to  their  honor  :  ••for  I  believe  it  will  be 
found  univerfally  true,  that  no  great  en- 
terprize,  for  the  honour  or  happinefs  of 
mankind,  was  ever  atchieved  without  a 
large  mixture  of  that  noble  infirmity. 
Whatever  imperfections  may  be  Juftlyaf- 
cribed  to  them,  which  however  are  as  few 
as  any  mortals  have  difcovered,  their  judg¬ 
ment  in  framing  their  policy  was  founded 
in  wife,  humane  and  benevolent  princi¬ 
ples.  It  was  founded  in  fevelation  and  in 
reafon  too :  It  was  confiftent  with  the 
principles  of  the  belt,  and  greatefl,  and 
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wifefl:  legiflators  of  antiquity.-— Tyrarinf 
in  every  form,  £hape  and  appearance,  was 
their  difdain  and  abhorrence ;  no  fear  of 
punifliment,  nor  even  of  death  itfelf,  in 
exquilite  tortures,  had  been  fufficient  to 
conquer  that  fteady,  manly,  pertinacious 
fpirit,  with  which  they  had  oppofed  the 
tyrants  of  thofe  days,  in  church  and  date. 
They  were  very  far  from  being  enemies  - 
to  monarchy ;  and  they  knew  as  well  as 
any  men,  the  juft  regard  and  honour  that 
is  due  to  the  charadfer  of  a  difpenfer  of 
the  myfteries  of  the  gofpel  of  grace  :  But 
they  faw  clearly,  that  popular  powers  muft 
be  placed  as  a  guard,  a  controul,  a  balance, 
to  the  powers  of  the  monarch  and  the 
prieft  in  every  government  ■,  or  elfe  it 
would  foon  become  the  man  of  fin,  the 
whore  of  Babylon,  the  myftery  of  iniqui- 
ly,  a  great  and  deteftable  fyftem  of  fraud, 
violence  and  ufurpation.  Their  greateft 
concern  feenis  to  have  been  to  eftablifli  a 
.'government  of  the  church  more  confident 
with  the  fcriptures,  and  a  government  of 
the  date  more  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  than  any  they  had  feen  in 
Europe }  and  to  tranfmit  fuch  a  govern¬ 
ment  down  to  their  pofterity,  with  the 
means  of  fecuring  and  preferving  it  for 
ever.  To  render  the  popular  power  in 
their  new  government  as  great  and  wife  as 
their  principles  of  theory,  i.  e.  as  human 

nature 
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nature  and  the  chriftiaii  religion  require 
it  fhould  be,  they  endeavoured  to  remove 
from  it  as  many  of  the  feudal  inequalities 
and  dependencies  as  could  be  fpared,  con- 
fiftently  with  the  prefervation  of  a  mild 
limited  monarchy.  And  in  this  they  dif- 
covered  the  depth  of  their  wifdom,  and 
the  warmth  of  their  friendihip  to  human 
nature. — But  the  firft  place  is  due  to  reli¬ 
gion. — They  faw  clearly,  that  of  all  the 
nonfenfe  and  delufion  which  had  ever  paf- 
fed  through  the  mind  of  man,  none  had 
ever  been  more  extravagant  than  the  no¬ 
tions  of  abfolutions.  Indelible  characters,, 
uninterrupted  fucceffions,  and  the  reft  of 
thofe  phantaftical  ideas,  derived  from  the 
canon  law,  which  had  thrown  fuch  a  glare 
of  myflery,  fanCtity,  reverence  and  right 
reverend  eminence,  and  holinefs  around- 
the  idea  of  a  prieft,  as  no  mortal  could  de- 
ferve,  and  as  always  mufl,  from  the  con- 
flitution  of  human  nature,  be  dangerous  in. 
fociety.  For  this  reafon,  they  demolifhed 
the  v.'hole  fyftem  of  Diocefan  epifcopacy, 
and  deriding,  as  all  reafonable  and  impar¬ 
tial  men  mufl  do,  the  ridiculous  fancies 
pf  fanCtified  effluvia  from  epifcopal  fingers,, 
they  eftabliflied  facerdotal  ordination  on 
the  foundation  of  the  Bible  and  common 
fenfe. — This  condudt  at  once  impofed  an 
obligation  on  the  whole  body  of  the  cler¬ 
gy,  to  induftry,  virtue,  piety  and  learn- 
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5ng ;  and  rendered  that  whole  body  infi-s 
nitely  more  independent  on  the  civil  pow-. 
crs,  in  all  refpeas,  than  they  could  be 
where  they  were  formed  into  a  fcale  of 
fubordination,  from  a  Pope  down  to 
priefts  an4  friars  and  confeflbrs,  neceffarily 
and  elTentially  a  fordid,  llupid,  and 
wretched  herd  j  or  than  they  could  be  in 
any  other  country,  where  an  archbifliop 
held  the  place  of  an  univerfal  bifhop,  and 
the  vicars  and  curates  that  of  the  ig¬ 
norant,  dependent,  miferable  rabble  afore-, 
faid;  and  infinitely  more  lenfible  and  learn¬ 
ed  than  they  could  be  in  either.— This 
fubjedf  has  been  feen  in  the  fame  light  by 
many  illuftrious  patriots,  who  have  lived 
in  America,  fince  the  days  of  our  forefa¬ 
thers,  and  who  have  adored  their  memory 
for  the  fame  reafon. — And  methinks  there 
has  not  appeared  in  New  England,  a 
fironger  veneration  for  their  memory,  a 
more  penetrating  infight  into  the  grounds 
and  principles  and  fpirit  of  their  policy, 
nor  a  more  earnell:  defire  of  perpetuating 
the  bleffings  of  it  to  pofterity,  than  that 
fine  infiitution  of  the  late  Chief  Juftice 
Dudley  of  a  lefture  againfl:  popery,  and 
on  the  va.lidity  of  Prefbyterian  ordination. 
This  was  certainly  intended  by  that  wife 
and  excellent  man,  as  an  eternal  memen- 
to  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  very 
principles  that  fettled  Amerka.  But  I  mud 

again 
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again  return  to  the  feudal  law.~The  ad¬ 
venturers  fo  often  mentioned,  had  an  ut¬ 
ter  contempt  of  all  that  dark  ribaldry  of 
hereditary  indefoafible  right, — the  Lord’s 
anointed. — And  the  divine  miraculous  o- 
riginal  of  government,  w^ith  which  the 
priefthood  had  inveloped  the  feudal  mo¬ 
narch  in  clouds  and  myfteries,  and  from 
whence  they  had  deduced  the  rnofl:  mif- 
chievous  of  all  dodtrines,  that  of  paflive 
obedience  and  non-refiftance.  They  knew 
that  government  was  a  plain,  fimple,  in¬ 
telligible  thing,  founded  in  nature  and 
reafon,  and  quite  comprehenfible  by  com¬ 
mon  fenfe. — They  detefted  all  the  bafe 
fervices,  and  fervile  dependencies  of  the 
feudal  fyftem. — They  knew  that  no  fuch 
unworthy  dependencies  took  place  in  the 
ancient  feats  of  liberty,  the  republic  of 
Greece  and  Rome :  and  they  thought  all 
fuch  llaviih  fubordinations  were  equally  in- 
confiftent  with  the  conftitution  of  human 
nature,  and  that  religious  liberty  with 
which  Jefus  had  made  them  free.  This 
was  certainly  the  opinion  they  had  formed, 
and  they  were  far  from  being  lingular  or 
extravagant  in  thinking  fo. — Many  cele¬ 
brated  modern  writers  in  Europe  have  ef- 
poufed  the  fame  fentiments. — Lord  Kaims, 
a  Scottifh  writer  of  great  reputation,  whofe 
authority  in  this  cafe  ought  to  have  the 
more  weight,  as  his  countrymen  have  not 
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the  mod  worthy  ideas  of  liberty,  fpeakinr 
of  the  feudal  law,  fays,:  “  A  conftitution 
■fo  contradidlory  to  all  the  principles  which 
govern  mankind,  can  never  be  brought 
about,  one  ihould  imagine,  but  by  foreign 
conqueft  or  native  ufurpations.  ”  Brit.  Ant. 
P.  2. — Roufleau  fpeaking  of  the  fame  fyf- 
tem,  calls  it  “  That  mod  iniquitous  and 
abfurd  form  of  government,  by  which  hu¬ 
man  nature  was  fo  fliamefully  degraded.” 
Social  compacd.  Page  164. — It  would  be 
eafy  to  multiply  authorities  ;  but  it  mud 
be  needlefs,  becaufe  as  the  original  of  this 
form  of  government  was  among  favages, 
as  the  fpirit  of  it  is  military  and  defpotic, 
every  writer,  who  would  allow  the  people 
to  have  any  right  to  life  or  property  or 
freedom,  more  than  the  beads  of  the  held, 
and  who  was  not  hired  or  inlided  under 
arbitrary  lav/lefs  power,  has  been  always 
willing  to  admit  the  feudal  fydem  to  be 
inconfident  with  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
mankind. 

To  have  holden  their  lands,  allodia  ily> 
or  for  every  man  to  have  been  the  fove- 
reign  lord  and  proprietor  of  the  ground 
he  occupied,  would  have  condituted  a  go¬ 
vernment,  too  nearly  like  a  common¬ 
wealth. — They  were  contented  therefore 
to  hold  their  lands  of  their  King,  as  their 
lovereign  lord,  and  to  him  they  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  render  homage  ;  but  to  no  mefne 

and 
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arid  fubordinate  lords,  nor  were  they  wil¬ 
ling  to  fubmit  to  any  of  the  bafer  fer- 
vices. — In  all  this  they  were  fo  ftrenuous, 
that  they  have  even  tranfinitteH  to  their 
pofterity,  a  very  general  contempt  and  de- 
tellation  of  holdings  by  quitrents  :  As 
they  have  alfo  an  hereditary  ardor  for  li¬ 
berty  and  third:  for  knowledge. — 

They  were  convinced  by  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  nature  derived  from  hif- 
tory  and  their  own  experience;  that  no¬ 
thing  could  preferve  their  pofterity  from 
the  encroachments  of  tire  two  fyftems  of 
tyranny,  in  oppofition  to  which,  as  has  been 
obferved  already,  they  ereded  their  go¬ 
vernment  in  church  and  ftate,  but  know¬ 
ledge  difFufed  generally  through  the  whole 
body  of  the  people. — Their  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  principles,  therefore,  confpired  to 
prompt  them  to  ufe  every  mealure,  and 
take  every  precaution  in  their  power  to 
propagate  and  perpetuate  knowledge.  For 
this  purpofe  they  laid  very  early  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  colleges,  and  invcfted  them 
with  ample  privileges  and  emoluments  ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  they  have  left  a- 
mong  their  pofterity,  fo  univerfal  an  af- 
fedlion  and  veneration  for  tbofe  feminaries 
and  for  liberal  education,  that  the  mean- 
•  eft  of  the  people  contribute  chcarfully  to 
the  fupport  and  maintenance  of  them  e- 
very  year,  and  that  nothing  is  more  ge¬ 
nerally 
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nerally  popular  than  projeaions  for  the 
honour,  reputation  and  advantage  of  thofo 
feats  of  learning.  But  the  wifdom  and 
benevolence  of  our  fathers  refted  not  here, 
fhey  made  an  early  provillon  by  law> 
that  every  town  confifting  of  fo  many  fa¬ 
milies,  fhould  be  always  furnifhed  with  a 
grammar  fchool — They  made  it  a  crime 
tor  fuch  a  town  to  be  deftitute  of  a  gram- 
anar  fchool-mafter  for  a  few  months,  and 
fubjedted  it  to  an  heavy  penalty.— So  that 
the  education  of  all  ranks  of  people  was 
made  the  care  and  expence  of  the  Public 
in  a  manner,  that  I  believe  has  been  un¬ 
known  to  any  other  people  ancient  or 
modern. 

The  confequences  of  thefe  eftablilh- 
ments  we  fee  and  feel  every  day. — A  na¬ 
tive  of  America  who  cannot  read  and 
write  is  as  rare  an  appearance  as  a  Jacob¬ 
ite  or  a  Roman  Catholic,  i.  e.  as  tare  as 
a  comet  or  an  earthquake. — It  has  been 
oblerved  that  we  are  all  of  us,  lawyers, 
divines,  politicians  and  philofophers. — 
And  I  have  good  authorities  to  fay,  that 
all  candid  foreigners  who  have  paffed 
through  this  country,  and  converfed  freely 
with  all  forts  of  people  here,  will  allow, 
that  they  have  never  feen  fo  much  know¬ 
ledge  and  civility  among  the  common  peo¬ 
ple  in  any  part  of  the  world. — It  is  true 
there  has  been  among  us  a  party  for  fome 
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yearSj,  confiding  chiefly,  not  of  the  def- 
cendents  of  the  firfl:  fettlers  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  but  of  high  churchmen  and  high 
ftatefmen,  imported  fince,  who  affeCl  to 
cenfure  this  provifion  for  the  education  of 
our  youth  as  a  needlefs  expeiice,  and  an 
impofition  upon  the  rich  in  favour  of  the 
Poor ; — and  as  an  inilitution  productive  of 
idlenefs  and  vain  fpeculation  among  the 
people,  whofe  time  and  attention  it  is  faid 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  labour,  and  not  to 
public  affairs  or  to  examination  into  the 
conduct  of  their  fuperiors.  And  certain 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  certain  other 
miflionaries  of  ignorancej  foppery,  fer- 
vility  and  flavery,  have  been  molt  inclined 
to  countenance  and  increafe  the  fame  party. 
— Be  it  remembered  however  that  liberty 
muff;  at  all  hazards  be  fupported.  We 
have  a  right  to  it,  derived  from  our  Ma¬ 
ker.  But  if  we  had  not,  our  fathers  have 
earned  and  bought  it  for  us  at  the  expence 
of  their  eafe,  their  effatcs,  their  plealure, 
and  their  blood. — And  Liberty  cannot  be 
preferved  without  a  general  knowledge 
among  the  people,  who  have  a  right, 
from  the  frame  of  their  nature,  to  know¬ 
ledge,  as  their  great  Creator,  who  does 
nothing  in  vain,  has  given  them  under- 
llandings  and  a  defire  to  knowj  but  be- 
fides  this  they  have  a  right,  an  indifputa- 
ble,  unalienable,  indefeafible,  divine  right 
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to  that  moft  dreaded  and  envied  kind  of 
knowledge,  I  mean  of  the  characters  ana 
conduit  of  their  rulers.  Rulers  are  no 
more  than  attorneys,  agents  and  truftees 
for  the  people:  and  if  the  caufe,  the  in- 
tereft  and  trud;  is  infidioufly  betrayed,  or 
wantonly  trifled  away,  the  people  have  a 
right  to  revoke  the  authority  that  they 
themfelves  have  deputed,  and  to  confli- 
tute  abler  and  better  agents,  attorneys  and 
truftees.  And  the  prefervation  of  the 
means  of  knowledge,  among  the  loweft 
ranks,  is  of  more  importance  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  than  all  the  property  of  all  the  rich 
men  in  the  country.  It  is  even  of  more 
confequence  to  the  rich  themfelves,  and 
to  their  pofterity. — The  only  queftion'  is, 
whether  it  is  a  public  emolument  ?  and  if 
it  is,  the  rich  ought  undoubtedly  to  con¬ 
tribute  in  the  fame  proportion  as  to  all 
other  public  burdens,  i.  e.  in  proportion 
to  their  wealth  which  is  fecured  by  pub¬ 
lic  expences. — But  none  of  the  means  of 
information  are  more  facred,  or  have  been 
cherilhed  with  more  tendernefs  and  care 
hy  the  fettlers  of  America,  than  the  prefs. 
Care  has  been  taken  that  the  art  of 
Printing  flaould  be  encouraged,  and  that 
it  Ihould  be  eafy  and  che?.p  and  fafe  for 
any  perfon  to  communicate  his  thoughts 
to  the  Public. — And  you,  Meffieurs  Prin¬ 
ters,  whatever  the  tyrants  of  the  earth 
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may  fay  of  your  Paper,  have  done  impor¬ 
tant  fervice  to  your  country,  by  your  readi- 
nefs  and  freedom  in  publifhing  the  fpe- 
culations  of  the  curious.  The  ftale,  im¬ 
pudent  infinuations  of  flander  and  fedi- 
tion,  with  which  the  gormandizers  of 
power  have  endeavoured  to  defcredit  your 
Paper,  are  fo  much  the  more  to  your  ho¬ 
nour  ;  for  the  jaws  of  power  are  always 
opened  to  devour,  and  her  arm  is  always 
ftretched  out  if'polhble  to  deftroy,  the 
freedom  of  thinking,  fpeaking  and  wri¬ 
ting. — And  if  the  public  intereft,  liberty 
and  happinefs  have  been  in  danger,  from 
the  ambition  or  avarice  of  any  great  man, 
whatever  may  be  their  politenefs,  addrefs, 
learning,  ingenuity,  and  in  other  refpedls 
integrity  and  humanity,  you  have  done 
yourfelves  honour  and  your  country  fer¬ 
vice,  by  publhhing  and  pointing  out  that 
avarice  and  ambition.- — Thefe  views  are  fb 
much  the  more  dangerous  and  pernicious, 
for  the  virtues  with  which  they  may  be 
accompanied  in  the  fame  charadter,  and 
with  fo  much  the  more  watchful  jealoufy 
to  be  guarded  againft. 

“  Curfe  on  fuch  virtues,  they’ve  undone 
their  country.” 

Be  not  intimidated  therefore,  by  any 
terrors,  fi'om  publifhing  with  the  utmofl 
freedom  whatever  can  be  warranted  by  the 
laws  of  your  country  ;  nor  fuffer  your- 
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fclves  to  be  wheedled  out  of  your  liberty 
by  any  pretences  of  politenefs,  delicacy 
or  decency.  Thefe  as  they  are  often  ufed, 
are  but  three  different  names  for  hy- 
pocrify,  chicanery  and  cowardice.  Much 
lefs  I  prefume  will  you  be  difcouraged  by 
any  pretences,  that  malignants  on  this 
fide  the  water  will  reprefent  your  Paper 
as  factious  and  feditious,  or  that  the  Great 
on  the  other  fide  the  water  will  take  of- 
fence  at  them.  T  his  dread  of  reprefenta- 
tion  has  had  for  a  long  time  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  effects  very  fimilar  to  what  the  phy- 
ficians  call  an  hydropho,  or  dread  of  water. 
• —  It  has  made  us  delirious — and  we  have 
ruflied  headlong  into  the  water,  till  we 
are  almofl  drowned,  out  of  fimple  or 
•phrenfical  fear  of  it.  Believe  me,  the  cha- 
radter  of  this  country  has  fuffered  more  in 
•Britain,  by  the  pufillanimity  with  which 
■  we  have  borne  many  infults  and  indigni¬ 
ties  from  the  creatures  of  power  at  home, 
and  the  creatures  of  thofe  creatures  here, 
than  it  ever  did  or  ever  will  by  the  free¬ 
dom  and  fpirit  that  has  been  or  will  be 
difeovered  in  writing,  or  adtion.  Believe 
me,  my  countrymen,  they  have  imbibed 
an  opinion  on  the  other  fide  the  water, 
that  we  are  an  ignorant,  a  timid  and  a  flu- 
aid  people ;  nay  their  tools  on  this  fide 
have  often  the  impudence  to  difpute 
.your  bravery. — But  I  hope  in  God  the 

time 
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time  is  near  at  hand,  when  they  will  be 
fully  convinced  of  your  underftanding» 
integrity  and  courage.  But  can  any  thing 
be  more  ridiculous,  were  it  not  too  pro¬ 
voking  to  be  laughed  at,  than  to  pretend 
that  offence  fhould  be  taken  at  home  for 
writings  here  ?— Pray  let  them  look^  at 
home.  Is  not  the  human  underflanding 
exhaufted  there  ?  Are  not  reafon,  imagi¬ 
nation,  wit,  paffion,  fenfes  and  all,  tor¬ 
tured  to  find  out  fatyr  and  inve£tive  againft 
the  charafters  of  the  vile  and  futile  fel¬ 
lows  who  fometimes  get  into  place  and 
power?— The  inofi; '  exceptionable  paper 
that  ever  I  faw  here  is  perfect  prudence 
and  modefly,  in  cornparilbn  of  multitudes 
of  their  applauded  writings.  Yet  the 
high  regard  they  have  for  .the  freedom  of 
the  Prefs,  indulges  all.— I  muft  and  will 
repeat  it,  your  Paper  deferves  the  patron- 
.agc  of  every  friend  to  his  country.  And 
whether  the  defamers  of  it  are  arrayed  in 
robes  of  fcarlet  or  fable,  whether  they 
lurk  and  fkulk  in  an  infurance  office,  whe¬ 
ther  they  affume  the  venerable  charadler 
of  a  priell,  the  fly  one  of  a  fcrivener,  or 
the  dirty,  infamous,  abandoned  one  of 
an  informer,  they  are  aU  the  creatures 
and  tools  of  the  luft  of  domination.— 
The  true  fource  of  our  fufferings,  has 
been  our  timidity. 
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We  have  been  afraid  to  think. — We 
have  felt  a  reludrance  to  examining  into 
the  grounds  of  our  privileges,  and  the  ex¬ 
tent  in  which  we  have  an  indifputable 
right  to  demand  them,  againil;  all  the 
power  and  authority  on  earth.— And  many 
who  have  not  fcrupled  to  examine  for 
themfelves,  have  yet  for  certain  prudent 
reafons  been  cautious,  and  diffident  of  de¬ 
claring  the  refult  of  their  enquiries. 

The  caufe  of  this  timidity  is  perhaps 
hereditary,  and  to  be  traced  back  in  hif- 
tory,  as  far  as  the  cruel  treatment  the  firft 
fettlers  of  this  country  received,  before 
theii  embarkation  for  America,  from  the 
government  at  home. — Every  body  knows 
how  dangerous  it  was,  to  fpeak  or  write 
in  favour  of  any  thing,  in  thofe  days,  but 
the  triumphant  fyfiem  of  religion  and  po¬ 
liticks.  And  our  fathers  were,-  particu¬ 
larly,  the  objedls  of  the  perfecutions  and 
profcriptions  of  the  times.—  It  is  not  un¬ 
likely  therefore,  that,  although  they  were 
inflexibly  ffeady  in  reiufing  their  pofitive 
affent  to  any  thing  againft  their  principles, 
they  might  have  con  trailed  habits  of  refer  ve, 
and  a  cautious  diffidence  of  afferting  their 
opinions  publickly.  —  Thefe  habits  they 
probably  brought  with  them  to  America, 
and  have  tranfmitted  down  to  us.  —  Or, 
we  may  poffibly  account  for  this  appear¬ 
ance,  by  the  great  affeition  and  veneration, 

Ame- 
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Americans  have  always  entertained  for 
the  country  from  whence  they  iprang 
or  by  the  quiet  temper  for  which  they 
have  been  remarkable,  no  country  having 
been  lefs  difpofed  to  difcontent  than  this 
Qf  by  ^  fenfe  they  have,  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  acquiefce  under  the  adminiftiation- 
of  government,  even  when  in  many  fmaller 
matters  grievous  to  them,  and  until  the 
effentials  of  the  great  compad  are  deftrdy- 
ed  or  invaded.  Thefe  peculiar  caufes 
might  operate  upon  them  ;  but  without 
we  all  know,  that  human  natuie  it— 
felf,  from  indolence,  modefty,  humanity 
or  fear,  has  always  too  much  reluftance 
to  a  manly  affertion  of  its  rights.  Hence 
perhaps  it  has  happened  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  fpecies,  are  groaning  and  gafping 

in  mifery  and  fervitude. 

But  whatever  the  caufc  has  been,  the 
faft  is  certain,  we  have  been  exceffively 
cautious  of  giving  offence  by  complaining 
of  grievances. — And  it  is  as  certain,  that 
American  governors,  and  their  friends, 
and  all  the  crown  officers,  have  availed 
themfelves  of  this,  difpofition  in  the  peo¬ 
ple. — They  have  prevailed  on  us  to  con- 
fent  to  many  things,  which  were  grofly 
injurious  to  us,  and.  to  furrender  many 
others  with  voluntary  tamenefs,  to  which 
we  had  the  cleareft  right.  Have  we  not 
been  treated  formerly,  with  abominable 
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inlolence,  by  officers  of  the  navy?—! 
mean  no  infinuation  againft  any  o-entle- 
man  nowon  this  ftation,  having  heard  no 
complaint  of  any  one  of  them  to  his  dif- 
honour  —Have  not  fome  generals,  from 
England,  treated  us  like  fervants,  nay, 

more  like  Haves  than  like  Britons  ? _ Have 

we  not  been  under  the  moft  ignominious 
contribution,  the  moft  abjea  fubmiffion, 
the  moft  fupercilious  infults  of  fome  cuf- 
tom-houfe  officers  ?  Have  we  not  been 
tuned  with,  browbeaten,  and  trampled 
on,  by  former  governors,  in  a  manner 
which  no  King  of  England  fince  James 
t  e  econd  has  dared  to  indulge  towards 
his  fubjedts  ?  Have  we  not  raifed  up  one 
family,  in  them  placed  an  unlimited  con- 
fidence,^  and  been  foothed,  and  flattered, 
and  intimidated  by  their  influence,  into 
a  great  part  of  this  infamous  tamenefs 
and  fubmiffion  ?  —  “  Thefe  are  ferious 
and  alarming  queftions,  and  deferve  a  dif- 
paffionate  confideration.’* — 

This  diipofition  has  been  the  o'reat 
wheel  and  the  main  fpring  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  machine  of  court  politics _ We 

have  been  told,  that  “  the  word  Rights 
IS  an  offenfive  expreffion.”  That  »  -  the 
King  his  miniftry  and  prliament  will  not 
endure  to  hear  Americans  talk  of  their 
Rights.  That  “  Britain  is  the  mother 
and  we  the  children^,  that  a  filial  duty 

and 
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iand  fabmiffion  is  due  from  us  to  her,  ^  and 
that  we  ought  to  doubt  our  own  judg-* 
ment,  and  prefume  that  (lie  is  right,  even  ' 
when  file  feems  to  us  to  fhake  the  foun^ 
dations  of  government.  That  Britain 
is  immenfely  rich,  and  great,  and  power-^ 
ful,  has  fleets  and  armies  at  her  command, 
which  have  been  the  dread  and  terror  of 
the  univerfe,  and  that  (he  will  force  her 
own  judgment  into  execution,  right  or 
wrongf  ’  But  let  me  intreat  you,  bir,  to 
paufe — Do  you  confider  your  felf  as  a 
miflionary  of  loyalty  or  of  rebellion  ?  Are 
you  not  reprefenting  your  K.  his  minifliy 
and  parliament,  as  tyrants,  imperious, 
unrelenting  tyrants  by  fuch  reasoning  as 
this  ? — Is  not  this  reprefenting  your  moil 
gracious  fovereign,  as  endeavouring  to  de- 
ftroy  the  foundations  of  his  own  throne  ?  ^ 

Are  you  not  reprefenting  every  member 
of  parliament  as  renouncing  the  tranfac- 
tions  at  Rimwg  Med;  [the  meadow,  near 
Windlbr,  where was  figned,] 
and  as  repealing  in  effed:  the  bill  of 
ri*^hts,  when  tlie  Tords  and  Commons  af- 
ferted  and  vindicated  the  rignts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  their  own  rights,  and  infifted  on 
the  King’s  afient  to  that  aflertion  and  vin¬ 
dication  ?  Do  you  not  reprefent  them,  as 
forgetting  tliat  the  prince  of  Orange  was 
created  King  William  by  the  people,  on 
purpofe  that  their  rights  might  be  eternal 
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and  inviolable  ?•— Is  there  not  fomething 
extremely  fallacious,  in  the  common  place 
images  of  mother  country  and  children 
colonies  ?  Are  we  the  children  of  Great 
Britain,  any  more  than  the  cities  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Exeter  and  Bath  ?  Are  we  not  bre¬ 
thren  and  fellow  fubjedls,  with  thofe  in 
Britain,  only  under  a  fomewhat  different 
method  of  legiflation,  and  a  totally  diffe¬ 
rent  method  of  taxation  ?  But  admitting 
we  are  children  i  have  not  children  a  right 
to  complain  when  their  parents  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  break,  their  limbs,  to  admi- 
nifler  poifon,  or  to  fell  them  to  enemies 
for  flaves  ?  Let  me  intreat  you  to  confider, 
will  the  mother  be  pleafed,  when  you 
reprefent  her  as  deaf  to  the  cries  of  her 
children  ?  When  you  compare  her  to  the 
infamous  mifereant,  who  lately  flood  on 
the  gallows  for  flarving  her  child  ?  When 
you  refemble  her  to  Lady  Macbeth  in 

Shakefpear,  (I  cannot  think  of  it  without 
horror) 

Who  “  had  given  fuck,  and  knew 

How  tender  ’twas  to  love  the  Babe  that 
milk’d  her.” 


But  yet,  who  could, 

“  Even  while  ’twas  fmiling  in  her  Face, 
Have  pluck’d  her  Nipple  from  the 
bonelefs  Gums, 

**  And  dafli’d  the  Brains  out.” 

Let 
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Xet  us  banifli  for  ever  from  our  minds, 
my  countrymen,  all  fuch  unworthy  ideas 
of  the  K — g,  his  miniftry  and  parliament. 
Let  us  not  fuppofe,  that  all  are  become 
luxurious,  effeminate  and  unreafonable, 
on  the  other  fide  the  water,  as  many  de- 
fienins:  perfons  would  infinuate.  Let  us 
prefume,  what  is  in  faft  true,  that_  t  e 
fpirit  of  liberty,  is  as  ardent  as  ever  a- 
mong  the  body  of  the  nation,  though  a 
few  individuals  may  be  corrupted.  Let 
us  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  fame  great 
fpirit,  which  once  gave  Caefar  fo  warm  a 
reception  ;  which  denounced  hoftilities  a- 
gabft  John,  ’till  Magna.  Charta  was 
figned  ;■  which  fevered  the  head  of  Charles 
the.  fil'd;  from  his  body,  and  drove  James 
the  fecond  from  his  kingdom ;  the  fame 
great  fpirit  (may  heaven  preferve  it  till 
the  earth  fhall  be  no  more)  which  firlt 
feated  the  great  grand-father  of  his  pre- 
fent  mod;  gracious  Majefty  on  the  throne 
of  Britain,  is  ftill  alive  and  aftive  and 
warm  in  England  ;  and  that  the  fame  fpi¬ 
rit  in  America,  inftead  of  provoking  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country,  will  endear 
us  to  them  for  ever  and  fecure  their  good 

This  fpirit,  however,  without  know¬ 
ledge,  would  be  little  better  than  a  bru¬ 
tal  rage.— Let  us  tenderly  and  kindly  che- 

rifh  therefore  the  means  of  knowledge. 

U  2  Let 
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Let  us  dare  to  read,  think,  fpeak  and 
write.— Let  every  order  and  degree  among 
the  people  roule  their  attention  and  ani¬ 
mate  their  refolution. — Let  them  all  be¬ 
come  attentive  to  the  grounds  and  princi¬ 
ples  of  government,  ecclefiaftical  and  ci¬ 
vil.— Let  us  ftudy  the  law  of  nature: 
•learch  into  the  fpirit  of  the  Britilh  con- 
Iritution  ;  read  ■  the  hiftories  of  ancient 
ages  ;  contemplate  the  great  examples  of 
Greece  and  Rome;  fet  before  us  the  con- 
dudf  of  our  own  Britilh  ancellors,  who 
have  defended  for  us,  the  inherent  rights 
of  mankind  againff  foreign  and  domeffic 
tyrants  and  ufurpers,  againft  arbitrary 
kings  and  cruel  prieffs,  in  iliort  againll 
the  gates  of  earth  and  hell. — -Let  us  read 
and  lecolledl  and  imprefs  upon  our  fouls 
the  views  and  ends  of  our  own  more  im¬ 
mediate  fore-fathers  in  exchanging  their 
native  country  for  a  dreary,  inhofpitable 
wildernefs.  Let  us  examine  into  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  power  and  the  cruelty  of  that 
oppreffion  which  drove  them  from  their 
homes.  Recolledl;  their  amazing  fortitude, 
their  bitter  fufferings !  The  hunger,  the 
nakednefs,  the  cold,  which  they  patiently 
endured !  The  fevere  labours  of  clearing 
their  grounds,  building  their  houfes,  raif- 
ing  their  provifions,  amidfl  dangers  from 
wild  beafls  and  favage  men,  before  they 
had  time  or  money  or  materials  for  com¬ 
merce  ! 


S'  * 
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merce !  Recoiled  the  civil  and  religious 
principles,  and  hopes,  and  expedlations, 
which  conftantly  fupported  and  carried 
them  thro’  all  hardlhips,  with  patience  and 
relignation !  Let  us  recoiled  it  was  liberty  ! 
the  hope  of  liberty  for  themfelves  and  us 
and  ours,  which  conquered  all  difcourage- 
ments,  dangers  and  trials ! — In  fuch  re- 
fearches  as  thefe  let  us  all  in'  our  feveral 
departments  chearfully  engage  ?  But  elpe- 
cially  the  proper  patrons  and  fupporters 
of  law,  learning  and  religion. 

Let  the  pulpit  refound  with  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  fentiments  of  'religious  liberty, 

' — Let  us  hear  the  danger  of  thraldom  to- 
our  confciences,  from  ignorance,  extream 
poverty  and  dependance'  ih  fhort  from 
civil  and  political  llavery. — Let  us  lee  de¬ 
lineated  before  us,  the  true  map  of  man. 
Let  us  hear  the  dignity  of  his  nature,  and 
the  noble  rank  he  holds  among  the  works 
of  God  !  that  confenting  to  llavery  is  afa- 
crilegious  breach  of  trulf,  as  offenlive  in 
the  light  of  God,  as  it  is  derogatory  from 
our  own  honour  or  intereft  or  happinelsj 
and  that  God  almighty  has  promulgated 
from  heaven,  liberty,  peace,  and  o-ood 
will  to  man  1 —  ^ 

_  Let  the  Bar  proclaim,  “  the  laws,  the 
rights,  the  generous  plan  of  power,”  de¬ 
livered  down  from  remote  antiquity  ;  in¬ 
form  the  world  of  the  mighty  llruggles, 

and 
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and  numberlefs  facrifices,  made  by  our 
anceftors,  in  defence  of  freedom. — Let  it 
be  known,  that  Britifh  liberties  are  not 
the  grants  of  princes  or  parliaments,  but 
original  rights,  conditions  of  original 
contradls,  co-equal  with  prerogative,  and 
co-eval  with  government. — ^That  many 
of  our  rights  are  inherent  and  elTential, 
agreed  on  as  maxiins  and  eftablilh’d  as  pre¬ 
liminaries,  even  before  a  parliament  ex- 
ifled. — Let  them  fearchfor  the  foundations 
of  Britifh  laws  and  government  in  the 
frame  of  human  nature,  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  intelleAual  and  moral  world. 
— There  let  us  fee,  that  truth,  liberty, 
juftice,  and  benevolence,  are  its  everlafting 
bafis ;  and  if  thefe  could  be  removed,  the 
luperftrudture  is  overthrown  of  courfe.  — - 
Let  the  colleges  join  their  harmony,  in 
the  fame  delightful  concert. — Let  every 
declamation  turn  upon  the  beauty  of  li¬ 
berty  and  virtue,  and  the  deformity,  tur¬ 
pitude  and  malignity  of  flavery  and  vice. 
— Let  the  public  difputations  become  re- 
fearches  into  the  grounds  and  nature  and 
ends  of  government,  the  .  means  of 
preferving  the  good  and  demolifhing  the 
evil. — Let  the  dialogues  and  all  the  exer- 
cifes  become  the  inftruments  of  impreffing 
on  the  tender  mind,  and  of  fpreading  and 
diflributing,  far  and  wide,  the  ideas  of 
risht  and  the  fenfations  of  freedom. 
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In  a  word,  let  every  fluice  of  know¬ 
ledge  be  open’d  and  fet  a  flowing.  The 
encroachments  upon  liberty,  in  the  reigns 
of  the  firfl:  James  and  the  firfl;  Charles, 
by  turning  the  general  attention  of 
learned  men  to  government,  are  faid 
to  have  produced  the  greatefl;  number  of 
confummate  ftatefmen,  which  has  ever 
been  feen  in  any  age  or  nation.  The 
Brooke’s,  Hamden’s,  Vane’s,  Selden’s, 
Milton’s,  Nedham’s,  Harrington’s,  Ne¬ 
ville’s,  Sydney’s,  Locke’s,  are  all  faid  to 
have  owed  their  eminence  in  political 
knowledge,  to  the  tyrannies  of  thofe  reigns. 
The  profpedl,  now  before  us,  in  America, 
ought,  in  the  fame  manner,  to  engage  the 
attention  of  every  man  of  learning  to  mat¬ 
ters  of  power  and  of  right,  that  we  may 
be  neither  led  nor  driven  blindfolded  to 
irretrievable  delfrudion.  —  Nothing  lefs 
than  this  feems  to  have  been  meditated  for 
us,  by  fomebody  or  other  in  Great  Britain. 
There  feems  to  be  a  dired  and  formal  de- 
lign  on  foot,  to  enflave  all  America.  — 
This  however  mufl:  be  done  by  degrees. — 
The  firfl;  flep  that  is  intended  feems  to  be 
an  entire  fubverflon  of  the  whole  fyflem 
of  our  Fathers,  by  the  introdudion  of  the 
canon  and  feudal  law,  into  America.  — 
The  canon  and  feudal  iyflems,  tho’  great¬ 
ly  mutilated  in  England,  are  not  yet  de- 
ftroy  d.  Like  the  temples  and  palaces,  in 

which 
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^vhich  the  great  contrivers  of  them,  once 
worflilpped  and  inhabited,  they  exift  in 
ruins ;  and  much  of  the  domineering  fpi- 
rit  of  them  jftill  remains.  —  The  defigns- 
and  labours  of  a  certain  fociety,  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  former  of  them  into  America, 
have  been  well  expofed  to  the  public  by  a 
writer  of  great  abilities,  [the  late  Rev. 

Dr.  Mayhew]  and  the  further  attempts  to 
the  fame  purpofe  that  may  be  made  by 
that  fociety,  or  by  the  miniftry  or  parlia¬ 
ment,  I  leave  to  the  conjectures  of  the 
thoughtful.  — —  But  it  feems  very  mani- 
feft  from  the  S — p  A — t  itfelf,  that  a  de- 
fign  is  formed  to  Itrip  us  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  of  the  means  of  knowledge,  by  load¬ 
ing  the  Prefs,  the  Colleges,  and  even  an 
Almanack  and  a  News-paper,  with  re- 
flraints  and  duties  ;  and  to  introduce  the 
inequalities  and  dependances  of  the  feudal 
fyftem,  by  taking  from  the  poorer  lort  of 
people  all  their  little  fubhftance,  and  con¬ 
ferring  it  on  a  fet  of  flamp  officers,  diftri- 
butors  and  their  deputies.  —  But  I  muil 
proceed  no  further  at  prefent.  —  The  fe-  > 

quel,  whenever  I  (hall  find  health  and  lei- 
fure  to  purfue  it,  will  be  a  difquifition 
of  the  policy  of  the  flamp  aCl.*’  —  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  let  me  add,  Thefe 
are  not  the  vapours  of  a  melancholy  mind, 
nor  the  effufions  of  envy,  difappointed 
ambitioii,  nor  of  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to 

government : 
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.Tovcrnment ;  but  the  emanations  of  an 
neart  that  burns,  for  its  country’s  welfare. 
No  one  of  any  feeling,  born  and  educated 
in  this  once  happy  country,  can  conlider 
the  numerous  diftreffes,  the  grofs  indigni¬ 
ties,  the  barbarous  ignorance,  the  haugh¬ 
ty  ufurpations,  that  we  have  reafon  to 
fear  are  meditating  for  ourfelves,  our  chil¬ 
dren,  our  neighbours,  in  Ihort  for  all  our 
countrymen  and  all  their  polferity,  with¬ 
out  the  utmoft  agonies  of  heart,  and  ma¬ 
ny  tears. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

To  render  this  Publication  Hill  more  com¬ 
plete,  the  following  Letter  is  added  to 
it ;  which  firft  appeared  in  a  London 
Paper,  ‘January  7,  1768. 

The  'waves  never  rife  but  'when  the  'wind^ 


SIR, 

As  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  ill  humour 
in  America,  and  of  the  refolutions  taken 
there  to  purchafe  lets  of  our  manufadtuies, 
does  not  feem  to  be  generally  underftood, 
it  may  afford  fome  fatisfaftion  to  your  Rea¬ 
ders,  if  you  give  them  the  following  llioit 

hiflorical  date  of  facts. 

From  the  time  that  the  Colonies  were 
firft  confidered  as  capable  of  granting  aids 
to  the  Crown,  down  to  the  end  of  the 

X  b'ft 
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lall  war,  it  is  faid,  that  the  conftant  mode 
of  obtaining  thofe  aids  was,  by  Requifitmi 
made  from  the  Crown,  through  its  Govern¬ 
ors  to  the  feveral  Alfemblies,  in  circular 
ktters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  his 
lajefty  s  name,  fetting  forth  the  occafion 
lequmng  them  to  take  the  matter  into 
confideration  and  expreffing  a  reliance 

h  s  Majeftys  government,  that  they  would 

grant  fuch  fums,  or  raife  fuch  numbers 

of  men,  as  were  fuitable  to  their  refpec- 
tive  circumftances. 

accuftomed  to  this 
thod,  have  from  time  to  time  granted 

1  r*  *  *  ^  ^  troops  for 

Its  fervice,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities  • 

and  during  all  the  laft  war  beyond  their 

abilities,  lo  that  confiderable  fums  were 

j  yearly  by.  Parliament,  as 
ey  had  exceeded  their  proportion. 

Had  this  happy  method  of  Requifition 
been  continued,  (a  method  that  left  the 
ing  s  fubjecfs  in  thofe  remote  countries 
the  plealure  of  fliowing  their  zeal  and 
loyalty,  and  of  imagining  that  they  re- 
commend  themfelves  to  their  Sovereign  by 
the  liberality  of  their  voluntary  grants) 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  all  the  money 
that  could  reafonably  be  expeded  to  be 
rais  d  from  them  in  any  manner,  might 
lave  been  obtained,  without  the  leaft 

heart- 
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heart-burning,  offence,  or  breach  of  the 
harmony,  of  affeftions  and  interefls,  that 
fo  long  fubfifted  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries. 

It  has  been  thought  wifdom  in  a  go¬ 
vernment  exerciling  fovereignty  over  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  people,  to  have  fome  re¬ 
gard  to  prevailing  and  eftabliflied  opinions 
among  the  people  to  be  governed,  where- 
ever  fuch  opinions  might  in  their  effefts 
obftruft  or  promote  publick  meafuresf 
If  they  tend  to  obftruft  publick  fervice, 
they  are  to  be  changed,  if  poffible,  be¬ 
fore  we  attempt  to  adt  againft  them  ;  and 
they  can  only  be  changed  by  reafon  and 
perfuafion.  But  if  publick  bufinefs  can 
be  carried  on  without  thwarting  thofe  o- 
pinions,  if  they  can  be,  on  the  contrary, 
made  fubfervient  to  it,  they  are  not  un- 
neceffarily  to  be  thwarted,  how  abfurd 
fbever  fuch  popular  opinions  may  be  in 
their  natures. — This  had  been  the  wifdona 
of  our  Government  with  refpebt  to  raif- 
ing  money  in  the  Colonies.  It  was  well 
known,  that  the  Colonifts  univerfally  were 
of  opinion,  that  no  money  could  be  levied 
from  Englifli  fubje(5ls,  but  by  their  own 
confent  given  by  themfelves  or  their  cho- 
fen  Reprefentatives :  That  therefore  what¬ 
ever  money  was  to  be  raifed  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Colonies,  muff  firft  be  granted 
by  their  Alfemblies,  as  the  money  raif- 
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ed  In  Britain  is  firft  to  be  granted  by  the 
Houle  of  Commons  :  That  this  right  of 
granting  their  own  money,  was  eflential 
to  Englilh  liberty  :  And  that  if  any  man, 
or  body  of  men,  in 'which  they  had  no 
Reprefentative  of  their  chuling,  could 
tax  them  at  pleafure,  they  could  not  be 
faid  to  have  any  property,  any  thing  they 
could  call  their  own.  But  as  thefe  opini¬ 
ons  did  not  hinder  their  granting  money 
voluntarily  and  amply  whenever  the  Crown 
by  its  lervants  came  into  their  Affemblies 
(as  it  does  into  its  Parliaments  of  Britain 
or  Ireland)  and  demanded  aids  j  therefore 
that  method  was  chofen  rather  than  the 
hateful  one  of  arbitrary  taxes. 

I  do  not  undertake  here  to  fupport  thefe 
opinions  of  the  Americans  j  they  have 
been  refuted  by  a  late  Adi  of  Parliament, 
declaring  its  own  power  ; — which  very 
Parliament,  however,  fhew’d  wifely  fo 
much  tender  regard  to  thofe  inveterate 
prejudices,  as  to  repeal  a  tax  that  had  mi¬ 
litated  againft  them.  And  thofe  prejudi¬ 
ces  are  Hill  fo  fixed  and  rooted  in  the  A- 
mericans,  that,  it  has  been  fuppofed,  not 
a  fingle  man  among  them  has  been  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  error,  even  by  that  Adi  of 
Parliament. 

The  perfon  then  who  firft  projedled  to 
lay  afide  the  accullomed  method  of  Re- 
quifition,  and  to  raife  money  on  America 
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by  Stamps,  feems  not  tohave-aaed  wifely, 
in  deviating  from  that  method  (which  the 
Colonifts  looked  upon  as  conftitutional) 
and  thwarting  unnecefiarily  the  fixed  pre¬ 
judices  of  fo  great  a  number  of  the  King  s 
fubjefts. — It  was  not,  however,  for  want 
of  knowledge  that  what  he  was  about  to 
do  would  give  them  great  offence  ;  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  very  fenfible  of  this, 
and  apprehenlive  that  it  might  occafion 
fome  diforders,  to  prevent  or  fupprefs 
which,  he  projefted  another  Bill,  that 
was  brought  in  the  fame  Seffion  with  the 
Stamp  Aft,  whereby  it  was  to  be  made 
lawful  for  military  officers  in  the  Colonies 
to  quarter  their  foldiers  in  private  houfes. 
This  feem’d  intended  to  awe  the  people 
into  a  compliance  with  the  other  Aft. 
Great  oppolition  however  being  laifed 
here  againft  the  Bill  by  the  Agents  from 
the  Colonies,  and  the  Merchants  trading 
thither,  the  Colonifts  declaring,  that  un¬ 
der  fuch  a  power  in  the  Army,  no  one 
could  look  on  his  houfe  as  his  own,  oi 
think  he  had  a  home,  when  foldiers  might 
be  thruft  into  it  and  mix’d  with  his  fami¬ 
ly  at  the  pleafure  of  an  officer,  that  part 
of  the  Bill  was  dropt but  there  ftill  re¬ 
mained  a  claufe,  when  it  pafled^  into  a 
Law,  to  oblige  the  feveral  Affemblies 
provide  quarters  foi  the  foldiers,  fui  — 

nifning  them  with  firing,  bedding,  can¬ 
dles. 
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dies,  fmall  beer  or  rum,  and  fundry  other 
articles,  at  the  expence  of  the  feveral 
Provinces.  And  this  Adi  continued  in 
force  When  the  Stamp  Adi  was  repealed 
though  if  obligatory  on  the  Alfemblies’ 
It  equally  niihtated  againft  the  American 
principle  aboyementioned,  that  money  is 

’1!:':,^^ 

•  Colonies  neverthelefs  being  put 

into  high  good  humour  by  the  repeal  of 
the  Stamp  Adi,  chofe  to  avoid  a  frefh  dif 
pute  upon  the  other,  it  being  temporary 
and  foon  to  expire,  never,  as  they  hoped^ 
to  revive  again  i  and  in  the  mean  time 
ney,  by  vatious  ways  in  different  Colo¬ 
nies,  provided  for  the  quartering  of  the 
troops,  either  by  ads  of  their  own  Affem- 
bJies,  without  taking  notice  of  the  A _ 

y.  ^  -b  or  by  fome  variety  or  fmall 
diminution,  as  of  fait  and  vinegar,  in  the 

fopphes  required  by  the  Adi,  that  what 
hey  did  might  appear  a, voluntary  adl  of 
their  own  and  not  done  in  obedience  to 
an  A~  of  P— t  which,  according  to 
their  ideas  of  their  rights,  they  thought 
hard  to  obey.  ^ 

It  might  have  been  well  if  the  matter 
had  thus  paired  without  notice  i  but  a 
Cx-  having  written  home  an  angry 
an  ^gg^'^^ating  letter  upon  this  condudl 
in  the  Affembly  of  his  Province,  the  out- 

ed 
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cd  P - r  of  the  Stamp  Aft  and  his  ad¬ 

herents,  then  in  the  oppofition,  raifed 
fuch  a  clamour  again  ft  America,  as  being 
in  rebellion,  and  againft  thofe  who  had 
been  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  as- 
having  thereby  been  encouragers  of  this  ■ 
fuppofed  rebellion,  that  it  was  thought 
neceftary  to  inforce  the  Quartering  Aft  by 
another  Aft  of  Parliament,  taking  away 
from  the  Piovince  of  New  York,  which 
had  been  the  moft  explicit  in  its  refufal, 
all  the  powers  of  legidation,  till  it  ftiould 
have  complied  with  that  aft.  The  new^s 
of  which  greatly  alarmed  the  people  every 
where  in  Amei*ica,  as  (it  has  been  faid) 
the  language  of  fuch  an  aft  feemed  to 
them  to  be.  Obey  implicitly  la^j^s  made  by 
the  Parliciineiit  of  Great  Britain  to  raije 
money  on  you  without  your  confent,  or  you 
fall  enjoy  no  rights  or  privileges  at  all. 

At  the  lame  time  a  Perfon  lately  in  high 
office,  projefted  the  levying  more  money, 
from  America,  by  new  duties  on  various 
articles  of  our  own  manufafturc,  as  glafs, 
paper,  painters  colours,  &c.  appointing  a 
new  Board  of  Cuftoms,  and  fending  over 
a  fet  of  Commiffioners,  with  large  fala- 
ries,  to  be  eftabliftied  at  Bofton,  who  were 
to  have  the  care  of  collefting  thofe  du¬ 
ties  ;  which  were  by  the  aft  exprefsly  men¬ 
tioned  to  be  intended  for  the  payment  of 
the  falaries  of  Governors,  jidges.  Z 
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other  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  America  j 
it  being  a  pretty  general  opinion  here, 
that  thofe  Officers  ought  not  to  depend 
on  the  people  there  for  any  part  of  their 
fupport. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  combat  this 
opinion.  But  perhaps  it  may  be  fome  fa- 
tisfaftlon  to  your  Readers,  to  know  what 
ideas  the  Americans  have  on  the  fubjedt. 
They  fay  then,  as  to  Governors,  that  they 
are  not  like  Princes  whofe  pofterity  have 
an  inheritance  in  the  government  of  a  na¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  an  intereft  in  its  prof- 
perity  ;  they  are  generally  Grangers  to  the 
Provinces  they  are  fent  to  govern,  have 
no  eftate,  natural  connexion,  or  relation 
there,  to  give  them  an  affedlion  for  the 
country  j  —  that  they  come  only  to  make 
money  as  faft  as  they  can  ;  are  fometinies 
men  of  vicious  charafters  and  broken  for¬ 
tunes,  fent  by  a  Minifter  merely  to  get 
them  out  of  the  way  ;  that  as  they  intend 
flaying  in  the  country  no  longer  than  their 
government  continues,  and  purpofe  to  leave 
no  family  behind  them,  they  are  apt  to  be 
regardlefs  of  the  good  Will  of  the  peopie, 
and  care  not  what  is  faid  or  thought  of 
them  after  they  are  gone.  Their  fituation 
at  the  fame  time  gives  them  many  oppor- 
tunies  of  being  vexatious,  and  they  are  of¬ 
ten  fo,  notwithflanding  their  dependance 

on  the  Affemblies  for  all  that  part  of  their 
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fupport  that  does  not  arife  from  fees  efta- 
bliflied  by  law ;  but  would  probably  be, 
much  more  fo,  if  they  were  to  be  fupport^ 
ed  by  money  drawn  from  the  people  with¬ 
out  their  confent  or  good  will,  which  is, 
the  profeffed  defign  of  this  new  aft..  That,, 
if  by  means  of  thefe  forced  duties.  Go¬ 
vernment  is  to  be  fupported  in  America, 
■without  the  intervention  of  the  AlTem- 
blies,  their  Aifemblies  will  foon  be  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  ufelefs,  and  a  Governor  will 
not  call  them,  as  having  nothing  to  hope 
from  their  meeting,  and  perhaps  fome- 
thing  to  fear  from  their  enquiries  into  and. 
remonflrances  againft  his  Mal-adminiftra- 
tion.  That,  thus  the  people  will  be  de¬ 
prived  of  their  moft  ellential  rights.  That 
it  being,  as  at  prefent,  a  Governor’s  in-, 
terell;  to  cultivate  the  good  will,  by  pro¬ 
moting  the  welfare  of  the  people  he  go-, 
verns,  can  be  attended  with  no  prejudice 
to  the  Mother  Country,  fince  all  the  laws, 
he  may  be  prevailed  on.  to  give  his  aifent 
to  are  lubjeft  to  revifion  here,  and  if  re-, 
ported  againft  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  are 
immediately  repealed  by  the  Crown  ;  nor 
dare  he  pafs  any  law  contrary  to  his  in-. 
Bruftions,  as  he  holds,  his.  office  during 
the  pleafure  of  the  Crown,  and  his  Secu-. 
rities  aie  liable  for,  the  penalties  of  their 
bonds  if  he  contravenes  thofe  inftruftipns.. 
This  is  what  they  fay-  as,  to  Qovet'tioKs.^ 
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As  to  Judges  they  alledge,  that  being  ap¬ 
pointed  from  hence,  and  holding  their 
coiiiinidions  7iot  during  good  behaviour ,  as 
•i'n  Britain,  but  during  pleafuret  all  the 
weight  of  intereft  or  influence  would  be' 
thrown  into  one  of  the  fcales,  (which 
ought  to  be  held  even)  if  the  falaries  are 
alfo'to  be  paid  out  of  duties  raifed  upon 
the  people  without  their  confent,  and  in¬ 
dependent  of  their  AlTemblies  approbation 
.  dr  difapprobation  of  the  Judges  behaviour. 
•That  it  is  true.  Judges  fhould  be  free  from 
'*all  influence;  and  therefore,  whenever 
•‘Government  here  will  grant  commiffions 
ta-.able  and  honefl:  Judges  during  good 
Behaviour,  the  AlTemblies  will  fettle  per¬ 
manent  and  ample  falaries  on  them  during 
their  commiffions  ;  But,  at  prefent,  they 
have  no  other  means  of  getting  rid  of  an 
ignorant  or  an  unjull  Judge  (and  fome  of 
ft  andalous  charadlers  have,  they  fay,  been 
fometimes  fent  them)  but  by  ftarving  him 
out, 

I  do  not  fuppofe  thefe  reafonings  of 
theirs  willappearhereto  havemuch  weight. 
I  do  not  produce  them  with  an  expectation 
of  convincing  your  readers.  I  relate  them 
merely  in  purfuance  of  the  talk  I  have  im- 
pofed  on  myfelf,  to  be  an  impartial  hifto- 
rian  of  American  faCls  and  opinions. 

The  colonifls  being  thus  greatly  alarm¬ 
ed,  as  I  faid  before,  by  the  news  of  the  Act 
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for  abolHlilng  the  Legiflature  of  New- York, 
and  the  impofition  of  thefe  new  duties  pio-  , 

felTedlyforfuchdifagreeablepurpofes;  {zc-  ' 

companied  by  a  new  fet  of  revenue  om- 
cers  with  large  appointments,  which  gave 
ftrong  fufpicions  that  more  butinefs  of  the 
famekindwas  foon  to  be  providedfor  them, 
that  they  might  earn  thefe  falaries ;)  be- 
o-an  ferioufly  to  confider  their  fituation,  and 
to  revolve  afrefh  in  their  minds  grievances 
which  from  their  refpeft  and  love  for  this 
country,  they  had  long  borne  and  feemed 
almoft  willing  to  forget.  They  relieved 
how  lightly  the  intereif  of  all  America  had  ' 
been  eftimated  here,  when  the  intercft  of 
a  few  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  hap¬ 
pened  to  have  the  fmalleft  competition 
with  it.  That  thus  the  whole  American 
people  were  forbidden  the  advantage  of  a 
diredl  importation  of  wine,  oil,  and  fiuit, 
from  Portugal,  but  muft  take  them  load¬ 
ed  with  all  the  expences  of  a  voyage  loob 
leagues  round  about,  being  to  be  landed 
firft  in  England  to  be  re-fliippcd  for  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  expences  amounting,  in  wartime, 
at  leafl  to  30  per  cent,  more  than  othei- 
wife  they  would  have  been  charged  with, 
and  all  this  merely,  that  a  few  Portugal 
merchants  in  London  may  g^-in  a  commif- 
fion  on  thofe  goods  pafhng  through  their 
hands.  Portugal  merchants,  by  the  by,^ 
that  can  complain  loudly  of  the  fmallell 
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hardOiIps  laid  on  their  trade  hy  foreigners ^ 
and  yet  even  the  laft  year  could  oppofc 
with  all  their  influence  the  giving  eafe  to 
follow Jubje£ls\2}oowx\x\g  under  fo  heavy 
an  oppreffion  !  —  That  on  a  flight  com¬ 
plaint  of  a  few  Virginia  merchants,  nine 
colonies  had  been  refl-rained  from  making 
paper  money  become  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  their  internal  commerce,  from  the  con- 
ftant  remittance  of  their  gold  and  filver  to 
Britain.  — But  not  only  the  interefl;  of  a 
particular  body  of  merchants,  the  interefl 
of  any  fmall  body  of  Britifh  tradefmen  or 
artificers,  has  been  found,  they  fay,  to 
outweigh  that  of  all  the  King’s  fubjedls  in 
the  colonies.  There  C3.nnot  be  a,  ftronger 
natural  right,  than  that  of  a  man’s  making 
the  befl  profit  he  can  of  the  natural  pro¬ 
duce  of  his  lands,  provided  he  does  not 
thereby  huit  the  flate  in  general.  Iron  is 
to  be  found  every  where  in  America,  and 
beaver  furs  are  the  natural  produce  of  that 
country :  hats  and  nails,  and  flee],  are 
wanted  there  as  well  as  here.  It  is  of 
no  importance  to  the  common  welfare  of 
the  empire,  whether  a  fubjeft  of  the  King’s 
gets  his  living  by  making  hats  on  this  or 
that  fide  of  the  water.  Yet  the  Hatters 
of  England  have  prevailed  to  obtain  an 
A 61  in  their  own  favour,  reflraining  that 
manufa61iire  in  America,  in  order  to  ob- 
lige  the  Americans  to  fend  their  beaver  to 
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England  to  be  manufadlured,  and  purchafc 
back  the  hats,  loaded  with  the  charges  of 
a  double  tranfportation.  In,the  fame  man¬ 
ner  have  a  few  Nailmakers,  and  ilill  a 
fmaller  body  of  Steelmakers  (perhaps  there 
are  not  half  a  dozen  of  thefe  in  England) 
prevailed  totally  to  forbid  by  an  Ail  of 
Parliament  the  eredling  of  flitting  mills  or 
Heel  furnaces  in  America,  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  may  be  obliged  to  take  all  the  nails 
for  their  buildings,  and  fleel  for  their 
tools,  from  thefe  artificers,  under  the  fame 
difadvantages. 

Adde.d  to  thefe,  the  Americans  remem¬ 
bered  the  Adi  authorizing  the  moft  cruel  in- 
fult  that  perhaps  was  ever  offered  by  one 
people  to  another,  that  of  emptying  our 
gaols  into  their  fettlements  ;  Scotland  too 
having  within  thefe  two  years  obtained  the 
privilege  it  had  not  before,  of  fending  its 
rogues  and  villains  alfo  to  the  plantations. 

I  fay,  refledling  on  thefe  things,  they  faid 
to  one  another  (their  news  papers  are  full 
of  fuch  difcourfes)  thefe  people  are  not 
content  with  rnaking  a  monopoly  of  us, 
borbidding  us  to  trade  with  any  other 
country  of  Europe,  and  compelling  us  to 
buy  every  thing  of  them,  though  in  many 
articles  we  could  furnifli  ourfelves  10,  20, 
and  even  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper  elfewhcre; 
but  now  they  have  as  good  as  declared 
they  have  a  right  to  tax  us  ad  libitum 

inter- 


(  156 ) 

internally  and  externally,  and  that  our  con- 
iHtutions  and  liberties  fhall  all  be  taken 
away,  if  we  do  not  fubmit  to  that  claim. 
They  are  not  content  with  the  high  prices 
at  which  they  fell  us  their  goods,  but 
have  now  begun  to  enhance  thofe  prices 
by  new  duties ;  and  by  the  expenfive  ap¬ 
paratus  of  a  new  fet  of  officers,  appear  to 
intend  an  augmentation  and  multiplication 
of  thofe  burthens  that  fhall  flill  be  more 
grievous  to  us.  Our  people  have  been 
fooliffily  fond  of  their  fuperfluous  modes 
and  manufaftures,  to.  the  impoveriffiing 
our  country,  carrying  off  all  our  caffi,  and 
loading  us  with  debt ;  they  will  not  fuffer 
us  to  reftrain  the  luxury  of  our  inhabi¬ 
tants  as  they  do  that  of  their  own,  by 
laws :  They  can  make  laws  to  difcourage 
or  prohibit  the  importation  of  French  fu- 
perfluities  :  But  though  thofe  of  England 
are  as  ruinous  to  us  as  the  French  ones 
are  to  them,  if  we  make  a  law  of  that 
kind,  they  immediately  repeal  it.  Thus 
they  get  all  our  money  from  us  by  trade, 
and  every  profit  we  can  any  where  make 
by  our  fiffieries,  our  produce  or  our  com" 
merce,  centers  finally  with  them  ;  but 
this  does  not  fignify.  It  is  time  then  to 
take  care  of  ourfelves  by  the  beft  means 
in  our  power.  Let  us  unite  in  folemn  re- 
folutions  and  engagements  with  and  to 
each  other,  that  we  will  give  thefe  new 
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officers  as  little  trouble  as  poffible,  by 
not  confuming  the  Britiffi  inanufadlures 
on  which  they  are  to  levy  the  duties.  Let 
us  agree  to  confume  no  more  of  their  ex- 
penfive  gewgaws.  Let  us  live  frugally, 
and  let  us  induflrioufly  manufadlure  what 
we  can  for  ourfelves:  Thus  we  fhall  be 
able  honourably  to  difcharge  the  debts  we 
already  owe  them,  and  after  that,  we  may 
be  able  to  keep  fome  money  in  our  coun¬ 
try,  not  only  for  the  ufes  of  our  internal 
commerce,  but  for  the  fervice  of  our  gra¬ 
cious  Sovereign,  whenever  he  fliall  have 
occafion  for  it,  and  think  proper  to  re¬ 
quire  it  of  us  in  the  old  conjiitutional  man¬ 
ner.  For  notwithftanding  the  reproaches 
thrown  out  againft  us  in  their  public  pa¬ 
pers  and  pamphlets,  notwithftanding  we 
have  been  reviled  in  their  Senate  as  Kebcls 
and  T raitors,  we  are  truly  a  loyal  people. 
Scotland  has  had  its  rebellions,  and  Eng¬ 
land  its  plots  againft  the  prefent  Royal 
Family;  but  America  is  untainted  with 
thofe  crimes ;  there  is  in  it  fcarce  a  man, 
there  is  not  a  (ingle  native  of  our  country, 
who  is  not  firmly  attached  to  his  King  by 
principle  and  by  atfedlion.  But  a  new 
cind  of  loyalty  feems  to  be  required  of  us, 

a  loyalty  to  P - 1 ;  a  loyalty,  that  is  to 

extend,  it  is  faid,  to  a  furrcnder  of  all 

our  properties,  whenever  a  H —  of  C - , 

in  which  there  is  not  a  fingle  member  of 
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our  chufing,  lliall  think  fit  to  grant  them 
away  without  our  confent ;  and  to  a  pa¬ 
tient  fuffering  the  lofs  of  our  privileges 
as  Englilhmen,  if  we  cannot  fubmit  to 
make  fuch  furrender.  We  were  feparated 
too  far  from  Britain  by  the  Ocean,  but 
we  were  united  to  it  by  refped  and  ’love, 
fo  that  we  could  at  any  time  freely  have 
fpent  our  lives  and  little  fortunes  in  its 
cauie  .  But  this  unhappy  new  lyftem  of 
politics  tends  to  difiolve  thofe  bands  of 
union,  and  to  fever  us  for  ever.  . 

Thele  are  the  wild  ravings  of  the  at 
prefent  half  difirafted  Americans.  To 
be  fure,  no  reafonable  man  in  England 
can  approve  of  fuch  fentiments,  and,  as 
I  laid  befoie,  I  do  not  pretend  to  fupport 
or  juftify  them  :  But  I  fincerely  wilh,  for 
the  lake  of  the  manufadlures  and  com¬ 
merce  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  fake 
of  the  ftrength  which  a  firm  union  with 
our  growing  colonies  would  give  us,  that 
thele  people  had  never  been  thus  need- 
^cfslj^  driven  out  of  their  fenfes. 

I  am,  your’s,  &c. 

F.  S. 


FINIS. 
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